
December 11, 2022 
 

                               ADVENT 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

 

 

The Signs of Salvation 
 

Last Sunday, John the Baptist was the powerful 
instrument of Repentance and Conversion.  
Today, he is the last symbol of hope.  In prison, 
John now a listening heart sends messengers to 

Jesus to ask:  Are you the one who is to come, 
or should we look for another?  Jesus points 

to the signs of salvation: the blind regain their 
sight, the lame walk … and the poor have the 
good news proclaimed to them! The Messiah is 
here! 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Thursday, December 15 

    4:30 p.m.    The Deceased Priests of the Diocese 

Saturday, December 17 

    4:30 p.m.    Mike Decker 

Sunday, December 18 

    8:00 a.m.    George, Annie & Frank Cerny 
 

Individual Confessions in Moulton and Praha 
  - Available anytime by appointment.  Call the office. 

  - On Fridays in the Family Room after Mass in Moulton. 

  - On Thursdays after the 4:30 p.m. Mass in Praha. 

  - During Advent/Christmas season and in Lent.   
 

Full, Conscious and Active Participation in the Liturgy 
 

Next weekend is The Fourth Sunday of Advent.  Prepare for 

the liturgy by reflecting on these passages from your Bible. 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 10:7-14 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 24 

Second Reading: Romans 1:1-7 

Gospel: Matthew 1:18-24 
 

 
 

Pray  for  the repose of the soul of 

            Lorie Lea Johnson* 

and the comfort of her loved ones. 

          May she rest in peace.   
 

*  Lorie Johnson is the first wife of Joseph Merecka. 
 

Parish Advent Penance Service 
 

   Moulton - December 12, 5:00 p.m. 
 

   Praha - December 15,  

                 After 4:30 p.m. Mass  
 

Come express your desire for holiness 

by embracing your brokenness.  Join 

us celebrate the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation.  Come and experience 

God’s mercy.   See insert. 
 

2022 DIOCESAN SERVICES APPEAL 
 

2022 Assessment  ….……………....…….…..  $ 9,725.00 

Contributions So Far  ……….……….……... $ 9,180.00  

Amount Yet to be Contributed …..………… $    545.00  
 

We thank for following for their recent contributions: 
 

Do please consider making a donation. 
 

    

St. Mary’s Restoration Endowment Fund 
Maintaining & Preserving Matícka Praha 

 
 

 
 
 

We thank the following for their recent contributions: 
 

David K. Reininger - $20 

Bret Barras, Louisiana - $40  

Debra Hileman, Westhoff - $20 

Christie Smith, Houston, TX - $20 
 

In Memory of Nichole Tucker - $20 

Kristin Morran, Houston, TX  
 

End of The Year Donations 
  

We thank the following for their recent donations to the 

parish: 

Doris Kokes, Houston, TX - $500 

Patrick Kokes, Houston, TX - $500 
 

To make a tax-deductible donation you may go to 

https://www.victoriadiocese.org/donate-assumption-praha  
and donate online or make a donation directly to St. Mary’s 

Church.   
 

Rosary every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.  Come join a group 

of parishioners at the Zdrávas Maria Plaza to pray. 
 

 

 
      
 

           The Sanctuary Light will be 

             lit this week in memory of 

              the Cerny, Vacek, Patalik  

                  and Firasek Families. 
 

 
  

 

 

SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND 

Retired Religious.  Please be generous. 

https://www.victoriadiocese.org/donate-assumption-praha
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=free+christmas+religious+clip+art&id=58707569673C04E48EEF3CCEAE52828D32823515&FORM=IQFRBA#view=detail&id=05154771BDB3691F1256F91705CDC305735674C6&selectedIndex=625


REFLECTION 

 

Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10     Psalm 146 

James 5:7-10     Matthew 11:2-11  
 

Healer of All Our Brokenness  
 

    The blind, the lame, the lepers and the deaf, who had 

been formerly regarded as outcast from God and society 

because their physical challenges were attributed to sin 

would no longer be considered so in the Kingdom Jesus had 

come to establish. 

    The Messiah would rather be in the service of these poor 

ones.  The nature and scope of God’s salvation would be 

revealed in the healing and redemption of God’s least ones. 

    The Church would find its true identity in her defense of 

the rights and dignity of the poor and needy of this world.  

As the question of John is repeated in our hearing today, we 

too are challenged to make it our own.  We are to discover 

in Jesus’ answer the mind of God, for whom salvation 

means healing and service rather than power. 
 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 

 
 

December 13 – Alan Decker, Frances Kubenka, 

                                  Rudy Patek 

        December 14 – Elaine Hoffman 
 

 

 

Parish Advent/Christmas Breakfast 

Today, December 11th 
 

All parishioners and friends of the Parish are invited 
to a free breakfast at the Parish Hall, 

after the 8:00 a.m. Mass. 
 

It will be an occasion to get to know 
 our newly registered parishioners  

and to celebrate the season. 
 

 
 

 
 

TODAY’S LITURGICAL READINGS 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10 

   The deserts exult and burst into flower.  The hills ring with  

   joyful song.  The feeble grow strong; the frightened take  

   courage.  The Lord comes to save us. 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 146 

  Response: Lord, come and save us. 

Second Reading: James 5:7-10 

  “Be patient until the coming of the Lord,” said the author  

   of the letter of James.  “The Judge is standing before the  

   gates.”  Take the prophets as your models in facing  

   hardship.  They spoke in the Lord’s name. 

Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11 

   John sent his disciples to ask Jesus, “Are you the one who  

   is to come, or should we look for another?”  Jesus  

   answered them affirmatively, pointing to the blind who  

   see, the lame who walk, the lepers who are cured, and the     

   poor who hear from him good news of hope. 
 

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS BULLETIN BOARD 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Gaudete!  Rejoice! 

  This Sunday, the Third Sunday of Advent is called Gaudete 

Sunday after the Latin word gaudere, to rejoice.  Rejoicing 

is the theme of the day.  Today’s Entrance Antiphon says:  
Rejoice in the Lord always; 

again I say, Rejoice. 
Indeed the Lord is near. 

–  Philippians 4:4-5 
 

It reminds us of the tone of joy that permeates the entire 

Season of Advent.  The basis of our joy is this: “THE 

LORD IS NEAR”.  The use of rose vestments and the rose 

candle on the Advent Wreath underlies this day’s special 

character.  It expresses our joy at the Lord’s coming. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

  Dec. 11 – Parish Advent/Christmas Breakfast * 

  Dec. 12 – Parish Penance Service, Moulton, 5 p.m. 

  Dec. 15 – Parish Penance Service, Praha, after 4:30  

                  p.m. Mass. 
 

 

Christmas Altar Flowers: Those who wish to make a 

donation toward the purchase of 

Poinsettias for the Church could do so 

in memory of, or in honor of their 

loved ones.  Extra Christmas Flower 

envelopes in Church. 
 

Annual Christmas Collection for the Poor:  A Special 

Collection for the Poor will be taken up at all the Christmas 

Masses.  You may use the Special Collection envelope for 

this purpose.  Drop the envelope in the collection basket or 

mail any time during the month of November. 
 

 
 


