
December 18, 2022 
 

                               ADVENT 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

 

 

 

The Dilemma of a Righteous Man  
 

Joseph faced with the mystery of Mary’s 
virginal conception of Jesus through the power 
of the Holy Spirit, far from retreating quietly 
and in secret, leaving God alone to pursue his 
plan, abandons himself to providence. “He did 
as the angel of the Lord had commanded him.”  
What a model to imitate. 
     

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

 
 

Thursday, December 22 

    4:30 p.m.    William Pinebrook 

Saturday, December 24 

    10:00 p.m.    The Benefactors of the Parish  

Sunday, December 25 

    8:00 a.m.    The Welfare of All Parishioners 
 

* There will be no 4:30 p.m.  Saturday Evening Mass * 
 

Individual Confessions in Moulton and Praha 
  - Available anytime by appointment.  Call the office. 

  - On Fridays in the Family Room after Mass in Moulton. 

  - On Thursdays after the 4:30 p.m. Mass in Praha. 

  - During Advent/Christmas season and in Lent.   
 

Full, Conscious and Active Participation in the Liturgy 
 

Next weekend is The Nativity of the Lord.  Prepare for the 

liturgy by reflecting on these passages from your Bible. 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 9:1-6 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 96 

Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14 

Gospel: Luke 2:1-14 
 

Rosary every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.  Come join a group 

of parishioners at the Zdrávas Maria Plaza to pray. 
 

Raphael's Refuge - Mass for the Feast Day of the Holy 

Innocents, December 28:  Rosary/Christmas carols at 

10:10 a.m., Mass celebrated by Bishop Cahill at 11:00 a.m. 

Potluck luncheon after Mass, drinks provided.  Be sure to 

dress appropriately as there is no central air or heat. 
 

 

St. Mary’s Restoration Endowment Fund 
Maintaining & Preserving Matícka Praha 

 
 

 
 

 

We thank the following for their recent donations to the 

parish: 

A Grateful Visitor, Houston, TX - $20 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

End of the Year Donations 
 

Tim Doucet, Conroe, TX - $3,000 
 

Dorothy & Robert Huebel, Sugar Land, TX - $250 

Gift offering to support the Church facilities 

and ministries of the parishioners. 
 

To make a tax-deductible donation you may go to 

https://www.victoriadiocese.org/donate-assumption-praha  
and donate online or make a donation directly to St. Mary’s 

Church.   
 

LITURGICAL ORIENTATION 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
  

Today we light the fourth candle 

(violet) on the Advent wreath.  The 

fullness of the lit wreath reminds us of 

the coming celebration of Christmas 

and our commemoration of the 

incarnation.  The rhythm of Advent 

differs from that of Lent.  It rises in a steady crescendo 

towards the full light of Christmas.  The crescendo of 

Advent is reflected in the liturgical readings, which, 

beginning with the prophecies of the prophet Isaiah and 

John the Baptist, find their culmination on this Fourth 

Sunday of Advent in a series of readings that focus on the 

Blessed Virgin Mary and the annunciation of Jesus’ birth. 
 

 

 
 

Need a last-minute Christmas gift idea? 

How about a Praha Cookbook? 

Over 1,000 recipes and beautiful pictures of Praha.  For 

more information, contact Kathleen Svatek. 
 

 

 
      
 

            The Sanctuary Light  

              will be lit this week  

         in memory of Mike Decker. 
 

 
  

 

 

https://www.victoriadiocese.org/donate-assumption-praha


REFLECTION 

 

Isaiah 7:10-14     Psalm 24      

Romans 1:1-7     Matthew 1:18-24 
 

The Call To Faith 
 

    With the Fourth Sunday of Advent, we are on the 

threshold of the Time of Fulfillment.  Today’s readings tell 

us that faith is required for us to step over that threshold.  

Before us are set two figures: two examples of human 

response to the call to faith: Ahaz, who failed the test 

because he was unable to take the blind step of faith into 

trust of God, and Joseph, who despite his dilemma is a 

model of faith.  St. Paul, in the Letter to the Romans offers 

us three ways of living out this faith; as a slave of Christ, 

devoted completely to the service of Christ, as an apostle, 

one sent to proclaim the gospel by the way we live, and as 

one set apart for service recommitting ourselves to others 

in service. 

    With the completion of the Advent Season, we have 

arrived at the mountain of the Lord, the place where God 

dwells, the place where we began, but we now see it in a 

new light.  As we ascend the mountain and enter into the 

presence of God, at the time that God comes into our lives. 

We celebrate this moment of grace with great joy! 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
 

 

December 22 – Virginia & Dennis Olsovsky 
 

 

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION FOR THE POOR 
 

 
Your sacrificial gift is a gift of Christ’s love 

and mercy to those in need. 
 

In the spirit of sharing blessings with our less fortunate 

brothers and sisters, a collection will be taken up at the 

Christmas Masses.  We encourage you to be generous. 
 

In the past your donations have benefited the following: 

Catholic Relief Services  

Flatonia Fire Department 

Wayne Hunt Scholarship Fund  

Diocese of Victoria Seminary Burse  

Celebration House Food Pantry, Flatonia  

Flood Victims in La Grange and Cypress  

City of Flatonia Utility Customers in Need   

St. Rose of Lima Catholic School, Schulenburg 

Parishioners and area residents in need. 
 

 

TODAY’S LITURGICAL READINGS 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-14 

   The Lord offered Ahaz a sign, Ahaz answered, “I will not 

ask!  I will not tempt the Lord!”  Nevertheless, the Lord gave 

a sign: “The virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall 
name him Emmanuel.” 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 24 

  Response: Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory. 

Second Reading: Romans 1:1-7 

  Paul told the Romans he was called to be an apostle and  

   set apart to proclaim the gospel of God about Christ  

   Jesus.  He said to them, “We have received the grace of  

   apostleship” that we may spread the name and bring to  

   faith all those called to belong to Jesus Christ. 

Gospel: Matthew 1:18-24 

   Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they wed, Mary  

   became pregnant through the power of the Holy Spirit.   

   Joseph decided to break the engagement.  He changed his  

   mind when an angel in a dream told him to receive Mary  

   as his wife. 
 

M a r a n a t h a ! 

 
Advent is the season when we stand on the threshold of 

fulfillment.  However, it is the fulfillment of an event that 

has already taken place. We remember it, we ritually 

reenact it so we never take it for granted, so we never forget 

that it is in and through history that the marvelous deeds of 

God are accomplished.  Each year we pause to celebrate 

these events, not because they have not yet occurred but 

because they have happened and are happening now before 

our eyes.  The celebration of anticipation is also the 

celebration of fulfillment, fulfillment of the promises made, 

fulfillment of our redemption, fulfillment of our 

transformation.  Blessed are we who believe that what was 

spoken to us by the Lord has been fulfilled! 
  

Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve Masses: 4:30 p.m., Moulton 

                 10:00 p.m., Praha  

Dec. 25 – Christmas Day Masses:   6:30 a.m., Moulton, 

                8:00 a.m., Praha,  10:00 a.m.  Moulton 

Dec. 31 – Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Vigil   

                Masses: 4:30 p.m., Praha,   6:30 p.m., Moulton 

Jan.  1 – Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Masses:    

                8:00 a.m. Praha          9:30 a.m., Moulton 
 

 

Christmas Altar Flowers: Those who wish to make a 

donation toward the purchase of 

Poinsettias for the Church could still do 

so in memory of, or in honor of their 

loved ones.   
 

 

NO ST. JOSEPH’S PANCAKE SUNDAY TODAY 
 


