
January 23, 2023 
 

 

Ordinary Time 
 

Third Sunday 
 
 

 

 
 

Called to Discipleship   
 

    Today, Jesus calls the first disciples.  As 
Jesus’ followers, they were invited to serve at 
his side and speak and act in his name, 
dispelling the darkness of evil, ignorance, 
prejudice, pain and need while bringing God’s 
good and gracious light to all.  In considering 
the call of those first followers of Jesus, we find 
an opportunity for rethinking and reclaiming 
the varied calls that have made us who we are.   
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

 
 

Saturday, January 28 

    4:30 p.m.    Mary, Edwin & Robert Greive 

Sunday, January 29 

    8:00 a.m.    Lottie Metzger Weber 
 

*  There will be no Thursday evening Mass while Fr. 

Gabriel is away.  
 

 

Individual Confessions in Moulton and Praha 
  - Available anytime by appointment.  Call the office. 

  - On Fridays in the Family Room after Mass in Moulton. 

  - On Thursdays after the 4:30 p.m. Mass in Praha. 

  - During Advent/Christmas season and in Lent.   
 

Full, Conscious and Active Participation in the Liturgy 
 

 
 

Next weekend is The Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time.   

Prepare for the liturgy by reflecting on these passages from 

your Bible. 
 

 

First Reading: Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 146 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12a 
 

Rosary every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.  Come join a group 

of parishioners at the Zdrávas Maria Plaza to pray. 

 

Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection  

of Unborn Children - Monday, January 23, 2023 
 

In Dioceses throughout the United States, January 
23 (when Jan. 22 falls on a Sunday as it does this 
year) is designated as a Day of Prayer for the Legal 
Protection of Unborn Children. As Catholics we are 
called to observe this day through the penitential 
practices of prayer, fasting and/or giving alms, in 
a way similar to our Lenten practices. 
 

Prayer for Life 

Father and maker of 

all, you adorn all 

creation with splendor 

and beauty, and 

fashion human lives in 

your image and 

likeness. Awaken in 

every heart reverence 

for the work of your 

hands, and renew 

among your people a 

readiness to nurture 

and sustain your 

precious gift of life.  Grant this through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever.  Amen 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 
 

Holy Hour at Raphael’s Refuge, tomorrow January 23, 

1:00 p.m.  Deacon Michael Morkovsky will preside over 

Exposition, Adoration, and Benediction of the Blessed 

Sacrament.  All are welcome. 
_____________________________________________________________________________    

 

Lavaca Catholic Men’s Gathering, January 23, (Fourth 

Monday of each month) at Queen of Peace, Sweet Home. 

Bishop Brendan Cahill will be the featured speaker at the 

inaugural event.   Mass 6:30 p.m., program to follow.  

Become a better disciple and enjoy fellowship and food 

with friends.   Contact Steve Blahuta from St. Joseph’s 

Church (361-798-6968) for more information. 
 

 

 

 

 
      
 

          The Sanctuary Light will be 

            lit this week in memory of  

        Mary, Edwin & Robert Greive. 
 

 
  

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bridalassociationofamerica.com/clipart/bibles/bible_09.gif&imgrefurl=http://dapshow.com/images/view.php%3Fq%3Dfree%2Bbible%2Bclip%2Bart&h=808&w=1464&sz=38&tbnid=eYif1lnRBQy7gM:&tbnh=83&tbnw=150&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dfree%2Bclip%2Bart%2Bbible&zoom=1&q=free+clip+art+bible&hl=en&usg=__kNpdUKz1h2HLUeoEjoAWfAE9xOg=&sa=X&ei=WC0lTcj_OsK78ga-9eC3AQ&ved=0CBUQ9QEwAQ
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=free+christmas+religious+clip+art&id=58707569673C04E48EEF3CCEAE52828D32823515&FORM=IQFRBA#view=detail&id=05154771BDB3691F1256F91705CDC305735674C6&selectedIndex=625


REFLECTION 

 

Isaiah 8:23—9:3     Psalm 27     

1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17     Matthew 4:12-23 
 

Called to Spread Christ’s Light  
 

    There can be no light, not even a reflected light, without 

a light source, and for believers of both Testaments, that 

source is undeniably and irrefutably God.   

    In today’s first reading the political situation of Israel has 

been engulfed by the darkness of Assyrian oppression.  

Nevertheless, Isaiah held out hope to his contemporaries, 

hope in the form of a call from God that would lead the 

people out of the darkness into the light.  Followers of Jesus 

believe that Isaiah’s promises were fulfilled in his coming.  

This belief is celebrated in the midnight liturgy for 

Christmas; in the birth of Christ, a new light has come.   

    The beginning of Jesus’ public ministry in today’s 

Gospel signaled the end of the era of darkness and the birth 

of the new age of reign of God.  With the arrest (and 

eventual death) of John the Baptizer, Jesus takes center 

stage.  He makes his way to the region of Zebulon and 

Naphtali, those first territories to be “darkened” by 

Assyrian aggression.  By his very presence and through his 

words and works, Jesus brought light to that darkness.  

Those who wished to walk in his light would be challenged 

to take to heart his call to repent and welcome the reign of 

God.   

    To aid his efforts at being light and bringing light to all 

nations, Jesus called upon others to serve with him.  First 

among those servant disciples were fishermen.  They had a 

lot to lose by following him, yet they dropped everything 

and followed Jesus.       

    As teacher and healer as light and life, Jesus continues to 

call disciples to himself.  Those who accept his call to 

belong to him are also challenged to belong to others, 

serving their needs, sharing their faith, encouraging their 

hope as Jesus did.   

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 

 
 

January 24 – Eugene Chaloupka 

                     January 26 – Virginia Olsovsky 

                     January 28 – Stephen Lev 
 

CONVERSION OF ST. PAUL – JANUARY 25 

On January 25 the Church celebrates the feast of the 

Conversion of St. Paul, a conversion story par excellence. 

Through Paul’s tireless preaching and writing, Christ 

became known throughout the Roman world. Read the 

accounts of St. Paul’s conversion in the Acts of the 

Apostles 22:3-16 and 9:1-22.  He welcomed many helpers, 

such as Timothy and Titus, whose feast we celebrate on 

January 26. 
 

This week reflect on your own ongoing conversion and 

those who have mentored you along the way. 
 

 
 

TODAY’S LITURGICAL READINGS 
First Reading: Isaiah 8:23—9:3 

  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.   

  Those who lived in the land of gloom now have joy,  for the  
  yoke that burdened them God has smashed. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 27 

  Response: The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17 

  Paul wrote to the people of Corinth: let “there be no more  

  divisions among you… be united in mind and in the same  

  purpose.”  I have heard “that there are rivalries among    

  you…Is Christ divided?” 
 

Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23 

  Jesus said to Simon Peter and Andrew, “Come after me,  

  and I will make you fishers of men.”  Immediately they  

  followed him.  Jesus began to proclaim this: “Repent, for  

  the kingdom of heaven is at hand,” He cured many people. 
 

SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND 

CHURCH IN LATIN AMERICA 

Your contribution educates priests, religious and lay 

pastoral leaders; assists missionaries and pastoral workers; 

trains catechists and youth ministers; supports the Church’s 

work with the poor.    Please be generous. 
 

ORIENTATION 
 

 

 

 
 

Who is Your Spiritual “Pair”? 
 

    Peter and Andrew immediately dropped their nets, their 

livelihood, to follow the renegade Jesus and two more 

brothers then followed.  If Jesus were to walk through our 

town today, what would you have to immediately drop to 

spread a great message?  There are many lights (people) 

who chase our darkness away.  Disciples are meant to be 

this light at all times.  Understanding the need for 

companionship, Jesus’ first disciples were pairs – brothers.  

Who is your spiritual “pair” that you might want to come 

with you to feel more secure in walking a new path?  If this 

person does not know how important they are to how you 

want to follow Christ Jesus, take time to affirm their 

discipleship and how it helps you be a better follower of 

Jesus.   
 

On-line Giving:  We thank the Praha parishioners and 

friends of the parish who have been supporting us with their 

on-line donations.  To make an on-line donation to the 

church visit us on: 
https://www.victoriadiocese.org/donate-assumption-
praha  
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https://www.victoriadiocese.org/donate-assumption-praha

