
St. Joseph + St. Matthew + St. Teresa
                  Good Thunder          Vernon Center                    Mapleton

The Catholic 
Diocese of 

Winona-Rochester 

TRI-PARISH SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
Baptism
Pre-Baptism preparation is required. Please contact the office at least 
one month before the desired date.

Anointing of the Sick
Please notify the office if you or a family member is in the hospital or 
homebound and would like to be anointed.

Reconciliation 
Call Fr. Vogel for a private appointment. Also available 30 minutes prior 
to any Mass.

Marriage
All Catholics need to meet with the priest at least 6 months before 
being married. Contact the office at least 6 months in advance of your 
wedding.

December 12, 2021
Guadate Sunday

TRI-PARISH FALL MASS SCHEDULE
5:00 pm Saturday - St. Joseph (1st, 3rd, 5th)
5:00 pm Saturday - St. Matthew (2nd & 4th)
9:00 am Sunday    - St. Teresa

TRI-PARISH OFFICE
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00am-4:00pm
Mailing P.O. Box 305
Address: Mapleton, MN 56065
Phone: (507)524-3127
Email: sjsmst@gmail.com
Website: www.sjsmst.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/SJSMST

TRI-PARISH STAFF
Father Andrew Vogel, Pastor
(507) 524-4628
frapvogel@gmail.com
Sacramental Emergency: (507) 320-9669

Kelsie Bias, Tri-Parish Administrator
(507) 524-3127
sjsmst@gmail.com

Isaiah Lippert, Faith Formation Coordinator
(507) 524-4606
sjsmst.faith@gmail.com

Taylor Gulenchyn, Faith Formation Coordinator
(507) 524-4646
sjsmst.youth@gmail.com

TRI-PARISH CONTACTS
St. Joseph: Connie Peters (507) 420-3406
St. Matthew: Mary Lewis (507) 479-0993
St. Teresa: Deanna Shanahan (507) 381-4963

CEMETERY BOARD HEADS
St. Joseph: Jay Winters (507) 317-0591
St. Matthew: Donna Kopischke (507) 317-8589
St. Teresa: Jason Klein (507) 740-0718

Bulletin announcements are due by 
Thursday at 9am. Thank you!

“Shout with exultation, O city of Zion, 
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel!”

Isaiah 12:5-6



Saturday, December 18                            St. Joseph - 5:00 pm
 Lector: Julie FitzSimmons
 Eucharistic Minister: Richard FitzSimmons
 Hospitality & Gifts: Julie & Richard FitzSimmons
 Sacristan: Mary Caven
 Money Counters: Maureen Hollerich, Megan Schwanz
 Altar Servers: Ethan, Claire & Lucas McGregor

   
 Sunday, December 19                  St. Teresa - 9:00 am
 Lector: Ann Langworthy
 Eucharistic Minister: Deb Hager
 Hospitality & Gifts: Mary Ellen & Joel Larson
 Sacristan: Gloria Langworthy
 Money Counters: Gloria Langworthy, Tammy Schmidt
 Altar Servers: Dalton & Dawson Schmidt

   Hayden & Landon Fox 
 Alter Linens for December: Stephanie Stencel

• Sunday,  December 12
     Christmas Program Practice after 9:00 Mass, St. Teresa
     4:30 pm Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

• Tuesday,  December 14
          7:00 pm Finance Council Meeting St. Joseph

• Wednesday, December 15 
     1:00 pm Mission Quilting, St. Teresa
     4:00 Faith Formation Grades K-5
     5:15 Faith Formation Meal
     6:15 pm Rejoice! Adult FF Group St. Teresa
                    Faith Formation Grades 6-11

• Thursday,  December 16    
              6:30 pm Pastoral Council Meeting, St. Teresa

Pastoral Care

Monday- December 13                        St. Lucy
Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17a • Psalm 25:4-9 • Matthew 21:23-27

Tuesday- December 14                     St. John of the Cross
Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13 • Psalm 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-19, 23
Matthew 21:28-32
7:30 am Adoration and Benediction
8:30 am Mass at St. Teresa                 + Earl & Avis Benson

Wednesday- December 15              
Isaiah 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25 • Psalm 85:9-14 • Luke 7:18b-23
7:30 am Adoration and Benediction
8:30 am Mass at St. Teresa              + Frank & Dorthy Beck

Thursday- December 16                              
Isaiah 54:1-10 • Psalm 30:2, 4-6, 11-13 • Luke 7:24-30
7:30 am Adoration and Benediction
8:30 am Mass at St. Teresa  + Henry, Laura & Lenard Fritz
5:30 pm Mass at St. Joseph           Bryan Kantark

       
Friday- December 17                          
Genesis 49:2, 8-10 • Psalm 72:1-4, 7-8, 17 • Matthew 1:1-17
10:30 am NO Mass at MCH 

Saturday- December 18                                
Jeremiah 23:5-8 • Psalm 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 • Matthew 1:18-25
7:30 am Adoration and Benediction
8:30 am Mass at St. Teresa           + Stephanie Stencel
5:00 pm Mass at St. Joseph       Pro Populo

           
Sunday- December 19               Forth Sunday of Advent
Michah 5:1-4a • Psalm 8:2-3, 15-16, 18-19
Hebrews 10:5-10 • Luke 1:39-45
8:30 am Confession
9:00 am Mass at St. Teresa                 + Mary Langworthy

Mass Readings, Saints & Intentions

Ministry Schedule Events & Meetings

Special Collection

Today is Gaudate Sunday. Gaudate 
Sunday is another name for the third 
Sunday of Advent. Priests have the option 
of wearing rose colored vestments. 
Gaudate means “rejoice” in Latin. We need 
to rejoice that Christmas is almost here.

This also means that Minnesota State 
University is also done. This past week was finals week. 
This also means that I have minimal responsibilities at the 
Newman Center. Thus we are going to try having daily 
Adoration and Mass in Mapleton at 7:30 and 8:30 AM on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. This will be in addition to the 
Thursday and Saturday Masses. Also for the next three 
Thursdays (December 16-30) we are going to have daily 
Mass at St. Joseph in Good Thunder at 5:30 PM. So if you 
get off work at 5 and would like to get to Mass, come join 
us at St. Joseph’s. 

In the Gospel today Luke records that people were filled 
with expectation. The Jewish people had not had a 
legitimate prophet for hundreds of years. So when John the 
Baptist showed up on the scene, people were excited. Some 
were good excited, and some were bad excited. They were 
so excited that they thought John the Baptist might be the 
promised Christ. John explains that he is not the Christ. 
However, John prepares people for the coming of Christ by 
saying, “I am baptizing you with water, but one mightier 
then I is coming. I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of 
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire.”

Luke ends today’s reading by saying John preached the 
good news to the people. Jesus Christ is good news. Jesus 
Christ is reason to rejoice. How is God asking you to rejoice 
in Jesus’ presence in your life? Jesus Christ wasn’t just good 
news 2000 years ago. Jesus Christ is good news today. May 
the joy and rejoicing in Christ be visible to those around us.

I pray you are continuing to have a blessed Advent,
Father Vogel

Our prayers and condolences go out to the 
family of Evelyn Wallace, age 91, who passed 
away at home on November 25th. A funeral 

Mass was held on December 4th at St. Matthew.

We also pray for the family of John Borchert, 
who passed away on November 4th. 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithfully 
departed, through the mercy of God, 

rest in peace. Amen.

Caregiver Support Group

VINE’s monthly Caregiver Support Group 
in Mapleton is for anyone who provides care 

to a family member or friend with a progressive illness. The 
group meets in-person on the first Tuesday of each month at St. 
Teresa Catholic Church. It is facilitated by Sister Joyce Kolbet, 
staff member at VINE Faith in Action. Our next meeting 
is Tuesday, December 7, 2:30-4:00 pm. Please call Sr. Joyce if you 
are interested and want to join the group, (507) 386-5583.

Dear Lord, grant healing and peace to
 those who have requested our prayers: 

Bryan Kantack, Diana Goebel, Karen Schuch, 
Betty Alleven, Butch Bach

For new prayer request 
please call or email the Tri-Parish Office

S. A. I. L. 
Stay Active &amp; Independent For Life is a FREE exercise 
program for anyone 55+ years of age.  It’s safe, it’s fun, it works 
and it’s FREE!  Classes are specifically designed for individuals 
55 years or older to help improve balance, mobility, and 
strength. Exercises can be adapted to fit individual needs and 
are perfect for any fitness level – you can even participate sitting 
down if needed! Join us: Monday & Thursday, 9:15 – 10:15 am at 
the Mapleton Community Center, 304 2 nd Ave. NE, Mapleton. 

Classes are sponsored by Catholic Charities of Southern MN’s 
Active Aging. Programs are FREE to the public. Call 
507-458-9687 if you have questions. Otherwise you are welcome 
to show up 15 minutes early for your first class to fill out 
paperwork and get fitted for weights.

      Parish 2021 Goal Received Funds Needed
      St. Joseph $4,872 $4,775 $97
      St. Matthew $4,175 $2,165 $2,010
      St. Teresa $12,967 $5,545 $7,419

What Does the Appeal Fund?
Marriage Pre-Cana Retreats 

Married Couple’s Retreat 
Retrouvaille 

Men’s and Women’s Conferences
 Respect Life and March for Life 
Steubenville and Camp Summit

Totus Tuus Program
TV Mass for the Homebound

Formation of Candidates to the Permanent Diaconate 
Adult RCIA

St. Thomas Aquinas Newman Center 
Support & Training for Parish Cemeteries 

Catholic Charities 
Vocations Office & Seminarians

Thank you for providing opportunities to thousands of 
people, adults and youth, including those in our own 
parishes, to draw closer to Christ because of your 
generosity. 

Any deficit at the end of the calendar year comes out of 
each parish’s general fund. If you have not already 
contributed, please return your CMA pledge card or give 
online at  www.catholicfsmn.org.

Vocations Prayer 
Almighty Father, we beg you for an increase in religious vocations 
and holy marriages in our diocese. Help us to be generous in our 
response to Your call. Choose from our homes those who are 
needed for Your work and strengthen us with the courage to say 
"yes" and to follow You. Help us as a diocese, as a parish, as 
families to encourage and foster vocations to the priesthood, 
permanent diaconate, and consecrated life. We commend our 
prayers to our patroness, Mary, Queen of the Rosary, and ask this 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

- Most Reverend Dennis M. Schnurr

Rejoice! Finding Your Place 
In The Advent Story

December 15th, 6:15-7:15 pm
Part two of out Adult Faith Formation 
Advent Series is happening this 
Wednesday. Even if you missed the first 
one, come have a discussion and study 
with your fellow parishioners and  

Father Vogel. The study will start at the same time that 6th 
through 11th grade will be in class (6:15- 7:15pm).

This study is designed for you to grow in your faith and also to 
grow with others in community, and will follow Ascension Press 
Advent Book study. There will be a short video, talk and group 
discussion. There will be also be daily meditations to follow along 
throughout the Advent season.

Diocese of Winona-Rochester

Child Sexual Abuse Policy Information
The Diocese of Winona-Rochester will provide a prompt, 
appropriate and compassionate response to reporters of sexual 
abuse of a child by any diocesan agent (employees, volunteers, 
vendors, religious or clergy). Anyone wishing to make a report of 
an allegation of sexual abuse should call the Victim Assistance 
Coordinator at 507-454-2270, Extension 255. A caller will be asked 
to provide his or her name and telephone number. Individuals are 
also encouraged to take their reports directly to civil authorities. 
The Diocese of Winona-Rochester is committed to protecting 
children, young people and other vulnerable people in our schools, 
parishes and ministries. The diocesan policy is available on the 
diocesan web site at www.dowr.org under the Safe Environment 
Program. If you have any questions about the Diocese of Winona's 
implementation of the Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People, please contact Mary Hamann, at 507-858-1244, 
or mhamann@dowr.org.

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice.
Let your forbearance be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. 
Do not be anxious over anything; but in all manner of prayer, 

let your requests be made known unto God.”

INTROIT. Phil 4: 4, 5

DO YOU PROVIDE CARE FOR A LOVED ONE?

A FREE POWERFUL TOOLS FOR CAREGIVERS workshop where 
participants learn skills proven to reduce stress, communicate 
more effectively, improve self-care, how to deal with difficult 
emotions, positive self-talk, etc. A FREE workshop sponsored by 
Catholic Charities of Southern MN, will meet six Wednesdays, 
from 1 – 3 PM beginning Jan. 19 thru Feb. 23 at  Catholic Charities.  

Our office is located at  201 N. Broad St, Suite 100. 
(lower level of the Union Square Building) 

Pre-register by January 14 as seating is limited. 
Email at mcassem@ccsomn.org  or call 507-458-9687

Preaching of St. John the Baptist
Fresco

Domenico Ghirlandaio, 1486-90
Santa Maria Novella, Florence

John the Baptist is the patron saint of Florence. He is 
portrayed in the center pointing to a cross and preaching 
about the coming of the Messiah. A listening Jesus can be 
seen on the path in the upper left corner.  This fresco is part 
of the Life of St John the Baptist series Ghirlandaio made in 
the Tornabuoni family chapel in the church of Santa Maria 
Novella in Florence. At this time in Florence the rights to 
paint chapels in a new church were bought and awarded 
the same way naming rights of sports venues are now in 
many modern cultures. Ghirlandaio had a talent for 
depicting contemporary life and portraits of contemporary 
people within the context of religious narratives.

Mapleton Community Home Gift Exchange
Take a card from the Christmas Tree in 

St. Teresa’s gathering space.

Purchase and return wrapped gifts by 
December 19th to the Tri-Parish Office. 

We will deliver the gifts to the Community Home for you!

Please remember to label the gift with 
the name and number on the card.

Mass Time Change Reminder
The Tri-Parish will be switching Mass times in 

January, starting on January 1st 2022.

St. Joseph -  9:00 am on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sunday’s
St. Matthew - 9:00 am on the 2nd and 4th Sunday’s

St. Teresa - 5:00 pm on Saturday

The schedule can also be found on the 
parish events calendar on our website.

Confident Pregnancies and Stable Beginnings

Whether a pregnant woman is 
excited to bring her new baby 
home or is choosing the loving 

option of adoption, Catholic Charities supports confident 
pregnancies and stable beginnings. Our social workers travel 
to new and expectant parents all across the Diocese to bring 
help and hope through financial assistance, pregnancy 
counseling, parenting education, free baby items, and 
helping women throughout the entire process of placing a 
child for adoption. We are honored to work with those who 
are pregnant or have a child under 12 months old. We work 
with teens and adults, women who are single or married, 
those who are financially secure or living in poverty. Reach 
our social workers at 800-222-5859 for more information or to 
schedule an appointment.

Retirement Fund for Religious 

This fund helps religious communities care for their aging 
members. Say thank you to the senior sisters, brothers, and 
religious order priests who devoted their lives to serving 
others. During the early and mid-twentieth centuries, the 
Catholic Church in the United States experienced a surge in 
vocations to religious life, with numbers peaking in the 
mid-1960s. Care for elderly members was provided largely 
by younger ones. Over time, however, the number of 
vocations decreased while lifespans increased. The result is 
far fewer younger members available to support the 
retirement and eldercare needs of senior members. Please 
donate to the Retirement Fund for Religious at Mass today. 
Learn more at retiredreligious.org.

COVER ART
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http://www.dowr.org/
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Saturday, December 18                            St. Joseph - 5:00 pm
 Lector: Julie FitzSimmons
 Eucharistic Minister: Richard FitzSimmons
 Hospitality & Gifts: Julie & Richard FitzSimmons
 Sacristan: Mary Caven
 Money Counters: Maureen Hollerich, Megan Schwanz
 Altar Servers: Ethan, Claire & Lucas McGregor

   
 Sunday, December 19                  St. Teresa - 9:00 am
 Lector: Ann Langworthy
 Eucharistic Minister: Deb Hager
 Hospitality & Gifts: Mary Ellen & Joel Larson
 Sacristan: Gloria Langworthy
 Money Counters: Gloria Langworthy, Tammy Schmidt
 Altar Servers: Dalton & Dawson Schmidt

   Hayden & Landon Fox 
 Alter Linens for December: Stephanie Stencel

• Sunday,  December 12
     Christmas Program Practice after 9:00 Mass, St. Teresa
     4:30 pm Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

• Tuesday,  December 14
          7:00 pm Finance Council Meeting St. Joseph

• Wednesday, December 15 
     1:00 pm Mission Quilting, St. Teresa
     4:00 Faith Formation Grades K-5
     5:15 Faith Formation Meal
     6:15 pm Rejoice! Adult FF Group St. Teresa
                    Faith Formation Grades 6-11

• Thursday,  December 16    
              6:30 pm Pastoral Council Meeting, St. Teresa

Pastoral Care

Monday- December 13                        St. Lucy
Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17a • Psalm 25:4-9 • Matthew 21:23-27

Tuesday- December 14                     St. John of the Cross
Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13 • Psalm 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-19, 23
Matthew 21:28-32
7:30 am Adoration and Benediction
8:30 am Mass at St. Teresa                 + Earl & Avis Benson

Wednesday- December 15              
Isaiah 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25 • Psalm 85:9-14 • Luke 7:18b-23
7:30 am Adoration and Benediction
8:30 am Mass at St. Teresa              + Frank & Dorthy Beck

Thursday- December 16                              
Isaiah 54:1-10 • Psalm 30:2, 4-6, 11-13 • Luke 7:24-30
7:30 am Adoration and Benediction
8:30 am Mass at St. Teresa  + Henry, Laura & Lenard Fritz
5:30 pm Mass at St. Joseph           Bryan Kantark

       
Friday- December 17                          
Genesis 49:2, 8-10 • Psalm 72:1-4, 7-8, 17 • Matthew 1:1-17
10:30 am NO Mass at MCH 

Saturday- December 18                                
Jeremiah 23:5-8 • Psalm 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 • Matthew 1:18-25
7:30 am Adoration and Benediction
8:30 am Mass at St. Teresa           + Stephanie Stencel
5:00 pm Mass at St. Joseph       Pro Populo

           
Sunday- December 19               Forth Sunday of Advent
Michah 5:1-4a • Psalm 8:2-3, 15-16, 18-19
Hebrews 10:5-10 • Luke 1:39-45
8:30 am Confession
9:00 am Mass at St. Teresa                 + Mary Langworthy

Mass Readings, Saints & Intentions

Ministry Schedule Events & Meetings

Special Collection

Today is Gaudate Sunday. Gaudate 
Sunday is another name for the third 
Sunday of Advent. Priests have the option 
of wearing rose colored vestments. 
Gaudate means “rejoice” in Latin. We need 
to rejoice that Christmas is almost here.

This also means that Minnesota State 
University is also done. This past week was finals week. 
This also means that I have minimal responsibilities at the 
Newman Center. Thus we are going to try having daily 
Adoration and Mass in Mapleton at 7:30 and 8:30 AM on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. This will be in addition to the 
Thursday and Saturday Masses. Also for the next three 
Thursdays (December 16-30) we are going to have daily 
Mass at St. Joseph in Good Thunder at 5:30 PM. So if you 
get off work at 5 and would like to get to Mass, come join 
us at St. Joseph’s. 

In the Gospel today Luke records that people were filled 
with expectation. The Jewish people had not had a 
legitimate prophet for hundreds of years. So when John the 
Baptist showed up on the scene, people were excited. Some 
were good excited, and some were bad excited. They were 
so excited that they thought John the Baptist might be the 
promised Christ. John explains that he is not the Christ. 
However, John prepares people for the coming of Christ by 
saying, “I am baptizing you with water, but one mightier 
then I is coming. I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of 
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire.”

Luke ends today’s reading by saying John preached the 
good news to the people. Jesus Christ is good news. Jesus 
Christ is reason to rejoice. How is God asking you to rejoice 
in Jesus’ presence in your life? Jesus Christ wasn’t just good 
news 2000 years ago. Jesus Christ is good news today. May 
the joy and rejoicing in Christ be visible to those around us.

I pray you are continuing to have a blessed Advent,
Father Vogel

Our prayers and condolences go out to the 
family of Evelyn Wallace, age 91, who passed 
away at home on November 25th. A funeral 

Mass was held on December 4th at St. Matthew.

We also pray for the family of John Borchert, 
who passed away on November 4th. 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithfully 
departed, through the mercy of God, 

rest in peace. Amen.

Caregiver Support Group

VINE’s monthly Caregiver Support Group 
in Mapleton is for anyone who provides care 

to a family member or friend with a progressive illness. The 
group meets in-person on the first Tuesday of each month at St. 
Teresa Catholic Church. It is facilitated by Sister Joyce Kolbet, 
staff member at VINE Faith in Action. Our next meeting 
is Tuesday, December 7, 2:30-4:00 pm. Please call Sr. Joyce if you 
are interested and want to join the group, (507) 386-5583.

Dear Lord, grant healing and peace to
 those who have requested our prayers: 

Bryan Kantack, Diana Goebel, Karen Schuch, 
Betty Alleven, Butch Bach

For new prayer request 
please call or email the Tri-Parish Office

S. A. I. L. 
Stay Active &amp; Independent For Life is a FREE exercise 
program for anyone 55+ years of age.  It’s safe, it’s fun, it works 
and it’s FREE!  Classes are specifically designed for individuals 
55 years or older to help improve balance, mobility, and 
strength. Exercises can be adapted to fit individual needs and 
are perfect for any fitness level – you can even participate sitting 
down if needed! Join us: Monday & Thursday, 9:15 – 10:15 am at 
the Mapleton Community Center, 304 2 nd Ave. NE, Mapleton. 

Classes are sponsored by Catholic Charities of Southern MN’s 
Active Aging. Programs are FREE to the public. Call 
507-458-9687 if you have questions. Otherwise you are welcome 
to show up 15 minutes early for your first class to fill out 
paperwork and get fitted for weights.

      Parish 2021 Goal Received Funds Needed
      St. Joseph $4,872 $4,775 $97
      St. Matthew $4,175 $2,165 $2,010
      St. Teresa $12,967 $5,545 $7,419

What Does the Appeal Fund?
Marriage Pre-Cana Retreats 

Married Couple’s Retreat 
Retrouvaille 

Men’s and Women’s Conferences
 Respect Life and March for Life 
Steubenville and Camp Summit

Totus Tuus Program
TV Mass for the Homebound

Formation of Candidates to the Permanent Diaconate 
Adult RCIA

St. Thomas Aquinas Newman Center 
Support & Training for Parish Cemeteries 

Catholic Charities 
Vocations Office & Seminarians

Thank you for providing opportunities to thousands of 
people, adults and youth, including those in our own 
parishes, to draw closer to Christ because of your 
generosity. 

Any deficit at the end of the calendar year comes out of 
each parish’s general fund. If you have not already 
contributed, please return your CMA pledge card or give 
online at  www.catholicfsmn.org.

Vocations Prayer 
Almighty Father, we beg you for an increase in religious vocations 
and holy marriages in our diocese. Help us to be generous in our 
response to Your call. Choose from our homes those who are 
needed for Your work and strengthen us with the courage to say 
"yes" and to follow You. Help us as a diocese, as a parish, as 
families to encourage and foster vocations to the priesthood, 
permanent diaconate, and consecrated life. We commend our 
prayers to our patroness, Mary, Queen of the Rosary, and ask this 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

- Most Reverend Dennis M. Schnurr

Rejoice! Finding Your Place 
In The Advent Story

December 15th, 6:15-7:15 pm
Part two of out Adult Faith Formation 
Advent Series is happening this 
Wednesday. Even if you missed the first 
one, come have a discussion and study 
with your fellow parishioners and  

Father Vogel. The study will start at the same time that 6th 
through 11th grade will be in class (6:15- 7:15pm).

This study is designed for you to grow in your faith and also to 
grow with others in community, and will follow Ascension Press 
Advent Book study. There will be a short video, talk and group 
discussion. There will be also be daily meditations to follow along 
throughout the Advent season.

Diocese of Winona-Rochester

Child Sexual Abuse Policy Information
The Diocese of Winona-Rochester will provide a prompt, 
appropriate and compassionate response to reporters of sexual 
abuse of a child by any diocesan agent (employees, volunteers, 
vendors, religious or clergy). Anyone wishing to make a report of 
an allegation of sexual abuse should call the Victim Assistance 
Coordinator at 507-454-2270, Extension 255. A caller will be asked 
to provide his or her name and telephone number. Individuals are 
also encouraged to take their reports directly to civil authorities. 
The Diocese of Winona-Rochester is committed to protecting 
children, young people and other vulnerable people in our schools, 
parishes and ministries. The diocesan policy is available on the 
diocesan web site at www.dowr.org under the Safe Environment 
Program. If you have any questions about the Diocese of Winona's 
implementation of the Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People, please contact Mary Hamann, at 507-858-1244, 
or mhamann@dowr.org.

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice.
Let your forbearance be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. 
Do not be anxious over anything; but in all manner of prayer, 

let your requests be made known unto God.”

INTROIT. Phil 4: 4, 5

DO YOU PROVIDE CARE FOR A LOVED ONE?

A FREE POWERFUL TOOLS FOR CAREGIVERS workshop where 
participants learn skills proven to reduce stress, communicate 
more effectively, improve self-care, how to deal with difficult 
emotions, positive self-talk, etc. A FREE workshop sponsored by 
Catholic Charities of Southern MN, will meet six Wednesdays, 
from 1 – 3 PM beginning Jan. 19 thru Feb. 23 at  Catholic Charities.  

Our office is located at  201 N. Broad St, Suite 100. 
(lower level of the Union Square Building) 

Pre-register by January 14 as seating is limited. 
Email at mcassem@ccsomn.org  or call 507-458-9687

Preaching of St. John the Baptist
Fresco

Domenico Ghirlandaio, 1486-90
Santa Maria Novella, Florence

John the Baptist is the patron saint of Florence. He is 
portrayed in the center pointing to a cross and preaching 
about the coming of the Messiah. A listening Jesus can be 
seen on the path in the upper left corner.  This fresco is part 
of the Life of St John the Baptist series Ghirlandaio made in 
the Tornabuoni family chapel in the church of Santa Maria 
Novella in Florence. At this time in Florence the rights to 
paint chapels in a new church were bought and awarded 
the same way naming rights of sports venues are now in 
many modern cultures. Ghirlandaio had a talent for 
depicting contemporary life and portraits of contemporary 
people within the context of religious narratives.

Mapleton Community Home Gift Exchange
Take a card from the Christmas Tree in 

St. Teresa’s gathering space.

Purchase and return wrapped gifts by 
December 19th to the Tri-Parish Office. 

We will deliver the gifts to the Community Home for you!

Please remember to label the gift with 
the name and number on the card.

Mass Time Change Reminder
The Tri-Parish will be switching Mass times in 

January, starting on January 1st 2022.

St. Joseph -  9:00 am on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sunday’s
St. Matthew - 9:00 am on the 2nd and 4th Sunday’s

St. Teresa - 5:00 pm on Saturday

The schedule can also be found on the 
parish events calendar on our website.

Confident Pregnancies and Stable Beginnings

Whether a pregnant woman is 
excited to bring her new baby 
home or is choosing the loving 

option of adoption, Catholic Charities supports confident 
pregnancies and stable beginnings. Our social workers travel 
to new and expectant parents all across the Diocese to bring 
help and hope through financial assistance, pregnancy 
counseling, parenting education, free baby items, and 
helping women throughout the entire process of placing a 
child for adoption. We are honored to work with those who 
are pregnant or have a child under 12 months old. We work 
with teens and adults, women who are single or married, 
those who are financially secure or living in poverty. Reach 
our social workers at 800-222-5859 for more information or to 
schedule an appointment.

Retirement Fund for Religious 

This fund helps religious communities care for their aging 
members. Say thank you to the senior sisters, brothers, and 
religious order priests who devoted their lives to serving 
others. During the early and mid-twentieth centuries, the 
Catholic Church in the United States experienced a surge in 
vocations to religious life, with numbers peaking in the 
mid-1960s. Care for elderly members was provided largely 
by younger ones. Over time, however, the number of 
vocations decreased while lifespans increased. The result is 
far fewer younger members available to support the 
retirement and eldercare needs of senior members. Please 
donate to the Retirement Fund for Religious at Mass today. 
Learn more at retiredreligious.org.
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Financial Support & Electronic Giving

•     For automatic monthly contributions you can   
sign up through your bank or through the 

      Tri-Parish office.

• Mail your envelope to the Tri-Parish Office at
PO Box 305, Mapleton, MN 56065

2022 Contribution Envelopes are here and 
can be picked up at each parish. Thank you!

PASTORAL COUNCIL

St. Teresa
Marty Bissonette

Peg Breiter
Karen Fox

~
St. Matthew

Wendy Bennett
Brad Lanoue
Justin Davis

~
St. Joseph

Paul FitzSimmons
Shelli Grover

Jodi Trio

St. Teresa

 

 
St. Matthew

St. Joseph 

Financial Update Faith Formation & Outreach

FINANCE COUNCILS
St. Teresa

John Jensen
Jo Trio

George Leary
~

St. Matthew
Lindsey Lanoue

Art Schuch
Larry Caven

Heather Bunde
~

St. Joseph
Dean Sohre

Christine Rahn
Ryan Thomas

Kacie Kuchenbecker

Nov 28 & Dec 5 $7,628.00

Amount Collected YTD $60,943.68

Amount needed YTD $79,838.00

November 27 $1,332.67

Amount Collected YTD $22,270.67

Amount needed YTD $25,200.00

December 4 $1,507.00

Amount Collected YTD $15,893.00

Amount needed YTD $25,875.00

Tri-Parish Youth Group

BREAKFAST CLUB

              November 15th at 8:30 am

Grades 6 -12 
Maggie J’s
Come for breakfast-
Enjoy the conversation and company!

 To set up your free account visit FORMED.org/signup and select 
St. Thomas More Newman Center, Mankato

Vocations Prayer 
Almighty Father, we beg you for an increase in religious vocations and 
holy marriages in our diocese. Help us to be generous in our response to 
Your call. Choose from our homes those who are needed for Your work 
and strengthen us with the courage to say "yes" and to follow You. Help us 
as a diocese, as a parish, as families to encourage and foster vocations to 
the priesthood, permanent diaconate, and consecrated life. We commend 
our prayers to our patroness, Mary, Queen of the Rosary, and ask this 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

“In the twilight of life, God will not judge us on our earthly possessions 
and human successes, but on how well we have loved.” 

~ Saint John of the Cross

Advent Traditions & Ways to Prepare During Advent

~Pray a holy hour once a week
~Focus on receiving. Abstain from the following 

unless they are offered to you by someone- 
Alcohol, Desserts & Sweets, Unnecessary TV or Videos

~Save Christmas music till Christmas arrives
~Advent wreath with candles, light them with your family

~Celebrate Advent Saints Feast Days
St. Nicholas Dec 6, & St. Lucy Dec 13th

~Pray the O Antiphons of Advent starting Dec 17th

Children’s Christmas Program 
Sunday December 19th 

following the 9:00 am Mass at St. Teresa

All children pre-k through grade 5 
are invited to participate.

 Rehearsals at St. Teresa after the 9:00 am Mass
Sunday, December 12th
Sunday, December 19th

  
  Parish    Goal      Received         Funds Needed
  St. Joseph    $4,872 $4,775 $97
  St. Matthew  $4,175 $2,165 $2,010
  St. Teresa  $12,967 $5,545 $7,419

Any deficit at the end of the calendar year 
comes out of each parish’s general fund. If you 
have not already contributed, please return 
your CMA pledge card or give online at  
www.catholicfsmn.org.

Did you know?
1. There is no under-sketch or 
under-drawing on the image. 

2. The constellations are 
shown as v iewed f rom 
outside the heavens, in other 
words in reverse. It is as if we 
have a picture from someone 
looking at it from outside the 
universe, it is a snapshot of 
heaven and earth from the 
very moment that Juan Diego 
saw Our Lady.

3. The microscopic likeness of 
a b e a r d e d m a n w a s 
discovered in the pupils of 
the Virgin; first in 1929, and 
again in 1951. The bearded 
m a n c o r r e s p o n d s t o 
contemporaneous pictures of 
Juan Diego. 
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