
 

 

As you know, a little over a year ago a generous gift in the form of a twenty-three 

acres of land in Williston was received by St. Joseph’s Church. In light of this gift and       

because of other factors which supports the likelihood of long-term growth and expansion, 

I wish to inform you that we are exploring the possibility of constructing a new grade 

school. 

Within several months after taking ownership of the land, I was informed of          

potential major monetary gifts which would help finance the construction of a new school. 

After reflecting about these circumstances and possible opportunities, and after meeting 

with and discussing these details with Bishop David Kagan, I was encouraged to follow 

through beginning with a feasibility study. This initial step is an information gathering    

process which would shed light not only on whether it is financially possible to build a new 

school, but also its long-term sustainability. 

With the support of our St. Joseph’s Finance Council, Parish Council, School Board, 

and Parent Teacher Organization (PTO), we will be conducting this feasibility study starting 

within the next month.  

The study will be directed by Lynch Development Associates, a firm who specializes 

in assisting non-profit organizations - dioceses, parishes, schools and other entities with 

their long and short-term development needs. During the course of the next two months 

Lynch Development will be conducting onsite personal and confidential interviews with a 

cross section of individuals affiliated with St. Joseph Church and School. In addition to     

interviews, a questionnaire will be mailed to parish and school families asking for valuable 

input about the possibility of a new grade school.  

While we do not yet know what the findings of the feasibility study will indicate, we 

do know that your thoughts, ideas, concerns and input are critically important to this   

planning process. Please understand that we absolutely want to hear from you. Your   

feedback will help us determine a prudent and responsible path as we move forward.  
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 In light of all the circumstances we are encountering, we believe it is responsible 

planning at this time to consider whether a new grade school is possible and advisable 

in the near future. St. Joseph Catholic Church and School have always highlighted the 

importance of Catholic education and faith formation of our children, putting great   

emphasis on forming our students to be the presence of Christ in the world. We hope to 

continue carrying out this important mission for years to come.  

I trust that with your prayers and support, we can determine the best course of 

action in this planning process. Thank you in advance for your participation and           

cooperation. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fr. Russell Kovash 
Pastor 


