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Materialism 

“Do not love the world or anything in the 

world. If anyone loves the world, the love 

of the Father is not in him. For everything 

in the world … the cravings of sinful man, 

the lust of his eyes and the boasting of 

what he has and does … comes not from 

the Father but from the world” (1 John 

2:15-16). 

Webster’s Dictionary defines materialism as 

follows: “the tendency to be more concerned 

with material things than with spiritual goals or 

values.” Based on this definition, there is no 

doubt that we live in a very materialistic society. 

Materialism involves greed, covetousness, and 

the love of money. It results in our envying 

others who have what we don’t have. It causes 

us to dwell on money and possessions and is 

characterized by an extreme lack of 

contentment. Materialism leads us to spend 

money we don’t have to buy things we don’t 

need to impress people we don’t even like. 

Some of the symptoms of materialism are as 

follows: 

 Love of money 

 Lack of generosity 

 Lack of contentment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Testing your Knowledge of Scripture 

What parable could the following picture refer 

to? 

If you said the The Parable of the Hidden 

Treasure, you were right! This two sentence 

parable, which is found in Matthew 13:44-45, 

reads as follows: “The kingdom of heaven is like 

treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, 

he hit it again, and then in his joy went and sold 

all he had and bought that field.” The man 

understood that what he had found in the field 

was of such great value that he was willing to 

give up all he had to gain it. 

The parable does not imply that we can buy 

the kingdom of God with money, but teaches 

that, when Christ enters our lives, we willingly 

surrender our past lifestyles and loves and 

devote ourselves completely to Jesus. 

On the Lighter Side 

A minister was walking along the beach one 

day and stumbled upon a lamp. Picking it up 

and wiping if off caused the lamp to shake and 

smoke, and a genie came out. The genie thanked 

the minister for this new-found freedom after 

years of captivity and offered him one wish. 

The minister immediately said, “I’ve always 

wanted to visit the Holy Land, but I am afraid of 

flying. I just can’t bring myself to fly. And I get 

seasick thinking about boats. So could you build
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a highway across the ocean so that I could drive 

to the Holy Land?” 

The genie looked at him in surprise and shock 

and replied, “You must be kidding. Do you 

realize the engineering challenges that would 

have to be overcome to achieve that feat? Even I 

have limitations. Can’t you think of anything 

else to wish for?” 

The minister thought for a few minutes and 

then said, “Okay, I know what I want. I wish for 

all the members of the congregation I serve to 

become tithers.” To that the genie replied, “Do 

you want that to be a two-lane or four-lane 

highway?” 

Disciples of the Cross 

In Ephesians 2:1, 4-5, the Apostle Paul writes, 

“As for you, you were dead in your 

transgressions and sins. But because of his 

great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 

made us alive with Christ . . .” Before Christ, 

we were dead in sin. Through no effort of our 

own, we have been made alive “with Christ”! 

Now what? Now what, indeed! Yes, Christ 

has saved us for eternity, but that eternity begins 

at Baptism. Some of us will spend only a short 

portion of eternity on earth, others much longer, 

but all of us are called to make these days count. 

In the Great Commission in Matthew 28:19, 

Jesus calls us to “go and make disciples of all 

nations.” He asks us, empowered by Word and 

Sacrament, to carry on his work. 

There are many facets to the work of the 

church. Not all of us are preachers and teachers 

of the Word, but we read in 1 Peter 4:10 that 

each of us has a gift and each of us is to use this 

gift to serve others. Peter speaks of offering 

hospitality and serving as gifts which God has 

given to edify the church. The Apostle Paul 

writes about spiritual gifts to the Romans, the 

Corinthians, and the Ephesians, each time 

stressing the point that we are to use the gifts 

we’ve been given for the good of the Body of 

Christ and according to the grace we’ve been 

given. 

Jesus said, “If 

anyone would come 

after me, he must 

deny himself and 

take up his cross 

and follow me. For 

whoever wants to 

save his life will 

lose it, but whoever 

loses his life for me 

will find it.” 

(Matthew 16:24-

25). This is the 

challenge Jesus 

issues to each of us 

individually and to the church collectively. 

Alive in Christ, we pick up the cross and, 

joyfully, just as Jesus, “Who for the joy set 

before him endured the cross” (Hebrews 12:2), 

carry it wherever Jesus leads us. There is no life 

apart from Christ. As disciples of the cross who 

have found this to be true, let us carry this 

message to the world. 
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