ST. PAUL THE APOSTLE

CATHOLIC CHURCH

Archdiocese of Galveston- Houston

Clergy | Clero

Fr. Wencil Pavlovsky, Pastor
Deacon Scott Daniel

Deacon Bob Milmoe

Deacon Arturo Monterrubio
Deacon Servando Rojas
Deacon Tom Spicer

Office Hours | Horarios de Oficina
Monday -Thursday | 8:00 AM - 5: 00 PM
Friday | 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Baptism | Bautizos — 7 PM
Interviews are 1st Tuesday of the month
Entrevistas cada 1er martes del mes

Marriage | Matrimonio — 7 PM
Intro Session every 4th Tuesday of the month
Sesion Introductoria cada 4to martes del mes

Mass Times | Horarios de Misa FILL US ALL WITH
Mass in English A

Tuesday — Friday | 8:30 AM
Saturday Vigil | 5:00 PM
Sunday | 9:00 AM & 5:00 PM

Misa en Espaiiol
Jueves | 7:00 PM
Sabado Vigilia | 7:00 PM

Domingo | 12:00 PM OUR PARISH MISSION

Reconciliation | Reconciliacién Though diverse in many ways, we are united in glorifying Christ
Tuesday & Thursday | 5:30-6:30 PM and being of service to our brothers and sisters. Embracing the
Martes y Jueves | 5:30-6:30 PM Holy Spirit, we are drawn more deeply into the love of the family.
Eucharistic Adoration NUESTRA MISION PARROQUIAL
Continuously in the Chapel Distintos de muchas formas, estamos unidos glorificando a Cristo
6:00 PM Sunday — 9:00 AM Saturday v sirviendo a nuestros hermanos y hermanas. Recitbimos con los

brazos abiertos al Espiritu Santo, conforme nos lleva mds profun-

Adoracion Eucaristica damente al amor de la familia.

Perpetuamente en la capilla
Domingo, 6 PM — Sabado, 9 AM

18223 POINT LOOKOUT DRIVE, NASSAU BAY, TX 77058 | 281-333-3891 | STPAULCATHOLIC.ORG
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Staff Directory

281-333-3891

Clergy

Fr. Wencil C. Pavlovsky Pastor wpavlovsky@stpaulcatholic.org Ext. 325
Scott Daniel Deacon sdaniel@stpaulcatholic.org Ext. 328
Bob Milmoe Deacon bmilmoe@stpaulcatholic.org Ext .328
Arturo Monterrubio Deacon amonterrubio@stpaulcatholic.org Ext. 328
Servando Rojas Deacon srojas@stpaulcatholic.org Ext. 328
Tom Spicer Deacon tspicer@stpaulcatholic.org Ext. 328
Administrative Staff

Maria Conner Business Manager mconner@stpaulcatholic.org Ext. 330
Rosario Horta Welcome Center rhortademunoz@stpaulcatholic.org Ext. 300
Guadalupe Martinez Officer Coordinator Igonzalez@stpaulcatholic.org Ext. 323
Alex Pabon Facility | Maintenance apabon@stpaulcatholic.org Ext. 343
Wendy Salas Bookkeeper wsalas@stpaulcatholic.org Ext. 341
Early Childhood Program

Sheri Zombory Director szombory@stpaulcatholic.org Ext. 340
Pastoral Staff

Kathy Giannini Liturgy& Music kgiannini@stpaulcatholic.org Ext. 333
Beto Puebla Youth Programs bpuebla@stpaulcatholic.org Ext. 321
Dayanara Garcia Pastoral Admin Assistant dgarcia@stpaulcatholic.org Ext. 332
David Rofrano Religious Education drofrano@stpaulcatholic.org Ext. 339
Wendy Novoa Pastoral Admin Assistant wnovoa@stpaulcatholic.org Ext. 337

Eucharistic Adoration

Sign up & spend an hour with Jesus!
Dory Kennedy

281-889-0965
doriglenn@sbcglobal.net

Adoracién Eucaristica g

Inscribete para una hora con Jesus! J

Norma Adame :
ol

713-253-1653
norma.adame2002@gmail.com

Pastoral Council pastoralcouncil@stpaulcatholic.org
The Pastoral Council meets every 2nd Tuesday of the month and is a rep-
resentative body of the faithful, whose focus is on the parish community
and fostering the mission of the Church. It is presided over by the Pastor,
with members assisting in a consultative basis to represent the interests
& spiritual well-being of the parish. Meetings are open to parishioners.

Members
Robin Aguilar  Penny Hunter Andry Delhomme Albert Rivera
Oscar Phillips  Mallory Jennings Kathy McClain

Fr. Wencil Pavlovsky  Isaiah Ogedegbe Sharon Reed Jessica Ruiz

Finance Council financecouncil@stpaulcatholic.org
The Finance Council assists the pastor in a consultative role with admin-
istration of parish goods, encouraging support of Archdiocesan steward-
ship programs for time, talent and treasure.

Members
Fr. Wencil Pavlovsky ~ Chima Akanwa Maria Conner Jesus Adame
Cynthia Lopez Esperanza Monterrubio Kathy Tamer Diana Tran
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St. Vincent de Paul

SVDP

Food Pantry
Ayuda de Comida

Wednesday | miércoles 9 AM —11 AM
Thursday | jueves 6 PM—8 PM

Fresh Food Fairs

Feria de Comida Fresca

1st & 3rd Saturday @ 8 AM

lery 3er sdbado a las 8 AM
Volunteer/Voluntarios @
https://www.stpaulcatholic.org/svdp
Financial Assistance

Ayuda Financiera

281-333-2509

Call & leave a detailed message
Llame y deje mensaje con sus detalles

Gabriel Project
Pregnant ? Need help?
¢Embarazada?
¢Necesitas ayuda?

713-225-5826
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Help our Community Brothers and Sisters
and

Meet Our PARISH GOAL

(, f Hermanos y Hermanas Ayuden a Nuestra Comunidad

Y
Logremos LA META DE LA PARROQUIA

The Campaign ends December 31st. Donations are tax deductible
La Campaiia finaliza el 31 de diciembre. Donaciones son deducibles de impuestos

Donations to date $95,384 Goal $142,000

WAYS TO GIVE Scan this QR CODE  @IRYLH )
At the parish: Check, cash, envelope, credit card ¢ B
Online: www.archgh.org/dsf = -ﬁ
Information: (713) 659-5461 or www.archgh.org/dsf -
God provides the means by which we live. In gratitude we return our tithe and offerings to Him. Malachi 3:10 says:
“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this, says the Lord Almighty,
‘and see if [ will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room
enough for it.””

Donaciones al dia $95,384  Meta de la Parroquia $142,000

PARA HACER SU DONACION ESCANEA ESTE CODIGO QR @f5EMm
En la parroquia: Cheque, dinero en efectivo, sobre de donacion, tarjeta de crédito ;

En Linea: www.archgh.org/dsf
Informacion:(713) 659-5461 o www.archgh.org/dsf

Dios proporciona los medios por los cuales vivimos. En gratitud le devolvemos nuestras ofrendas. Malaquias 3:10 dice: “Trae
todo el diezmo al alfoli, para que haya alimento en mi casa. Pruébame en esto, dice el Serior, ‘y ve si no abro las compuertas del
cielo y derramaré tanta bendicion que no tendrds lugar suficiente para ello’”.

PLEASE NOTE: We will never solicit money or gift cards for staff or clergy via text, email. Contact parish office for questions or concerns.
TENGA EN CUENTA: Nunca solicitaremos dinero o tarjetas de regalo para el personal o el clero a través de mensajes de texto o correo electroni-
co. Comuniquese con la oficina parroquial si tiene preguntas.

DECEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS

CONTRIBUCIONES DE DICIEMBRE n flocknote
Monthly Expenses (Includes Building Principal)
Gastos mensuales (Incluye principal y hipoteca) $155,425

Get the latest updates from the
parish via text and email.

Received :
. Scan the code to sign up today.
Recibido $13,663 It’s easy and FREE!g P Y
Still Need Obtenga las ultimas
Aun Necesitamos $141,762 actualizaciones de la parroquia
a través de texto y correo elec-
SVdpP $375 tronico. Escanea el cddigo para registrarte

hoy. iEs fdcil y gratis!
DSF ($142,000 Annual Goal)
DSF ($142,000 Objectivo Annual) $95,385
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Readings | Lecturas

Saturday 9 Dec Is 40:1-5, 9-11, 2 Pt 3:8-14, Mk 1:1-8 [5]
Sunday 10 Dec Is 40:1-5, 9-11, 2 Pt 3:8-14, Mk 1:1-8 [5]
Monday 11 Dec Is 35:1-10, Lk 5:17-26 [181]
Tuesday 12 Dec Zec 2:14-17 or 11:19a; 12:1-64a, 10ab, Lk 1:26-38 or
Lk 1:39-47 [690A], or any readings from the common
of the Blessed Virgin Mary [707-712]
Wednesday 13 Dec Is 40:25-31, Mt 11:28-30 [183]
Thursday 14 Dec Is 41:13-20, Mt 11:11-15 [184]
Barbara Johnson Dorothy Smith : 57 A
Josiah Dimas Michael Simmons Friday 15 Dec Is 48:17-19, Mt 11:16-19 [185]
Denise Skirde Adriana Horta
LC. Lucas S. Munoz Saturday 9 Dec 5:00 PM Dolly Owens
Darin Clark Filomena Munoz Betty Jones
Sunni (June) Magee  Karen Wilkins 7:00 PM tiIrlanda Rios
Kathleen Woodard ~ Jairo L. Horta tLieutenant Commander Carlos E. Nosa MD
Mercy Maraia Fr. Jesus Garcia Sunday 10Dec 9:00 AM FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE PARISH
Robert Kohan All Priests
Isis Rubido World Peace 12:00 PM Israel Munoz (B-Day)
Tom Zahn Pam Martinez tEduardo De Pavia
Faye Emmons Petra Martinez Daniela Monterrubio (B-Day)
Anna Bernay Patricia Phillips 5:00 PM TLieutenant Commander Carlos E. Nosa MD
:;is Tj\\/(lor ma[ielMel-\:?r | Bobby
avi oung alcolm Rime q
Gloria Christmann Sharon Money’s Dori Kennedy (B-Day)
M. AM. & S.M Daughter Monday 11 Dec 8:30 AM NO MASS
Ann Geordy Cruzy Montalvo Tuesday 12 Dec 8:30 AM Guadalupe Horta (B-Day)
Concepcion Garcia Juan Longoria Families Horta-Viurquez & Munoz
Tom Brinsko Ma. Elena Lopez tMariamma T. Anthony
";'/T‘;'I‘;ess'\’c')°2ia‘erti° ga;”eB'V'“",aV 7:00 PM FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE PARISH
. eter braccio .
Diana Clarck Toni Browne Wednesday 13 Dec 8:30 AM tAnne Finch (B-Day)
Dorothy Smith Mary Sue Anton Robyn Gardner
Linda Matthews Bobby Sharon Herbst
Schmidt Michelle M. Martinez  Thursday 14 Dec 8:30 AM TBetty Bielat
!-llarald Langer & Fam- Marisol Rojas (B-Day)
ily
Rachel Schulte Robyn Gardner
Deborah & Friday 15 Dec 8:30 AM Norbert Medina

Michael Bernay Lollie Lopez

Jason Conner

Advent Nights of Reconciliation
Noches de Reconciliacion durante Adviento 7PM

St. Luke

St. Helen

St. Mary, League City
St. Hyacinth

December 13th
December 14th
December 19th
December 20th

There will not be confessions heard here on the nights above plus: December 12, 26 & 28.
No se escuchardan confesiones aqui en las noches de marcadas arriba ademas de: 12, 26 y 28 de diciembre.

No hay misa de 7PM el jueves el 14 de diciembre .
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Looking for a different and
meaningful gift for Christmas?

LADRILLOS PARA NAVIDAD

éBusca un regalo diferente y
significativo para Navidad?

Honor a loved one or commemorate a special occasion
with a brick in our Holy Mother’s Peace Garden. Order
forms are on the Forms wall. Proceeds help pay our
church building loan and are tax deductible

Questions, please call Maria Conner, 281-333-3891.

Honre a un ser querido o conmemore una ocasion
especial con un ladrillo en el Jardin de la Paz de
nuestra Santa Madre”. Las formas de pedido estdn
en las paredes de Formularios. Los ingresos ayudan
a pagar el préstamo para la construccion de nuestra
iglesia y son deducibles de impuestos.

Si tiene preguntas, llame a Maria Conner al
281-333-3891.

BRICKS FOR CHRISTMAS

Feast of Lady of Guadalu
Fiesta de la Virgen de Guadp alupe
Celebratlon Times are:

Los bhorarios de la celebracion son:

December 12th/diciembre

5:00 AM Procession Dance of Matachines
5:50 AM Maiianitas

6:50 AM Rosary/Rosary

7:30 AM Lite Breakfast/Desayuno ligero
8:30 AM Mass/Misa

7:00 PM Bilingual Mass/Misa Bilingiie
8:15 PM Dinner/Cena

8:30 PM Drawing/Sorteo

Stock Donations

December and the Christmas Holidays are here!

Many parishioners prayerfully make end-of-year
gifts at this time.

e Gifts from an IRA, Qualified Charitable Distri-
butions (QCD), are popular forms of giving for
those 70 1/2 years or older. Gifts may be made
directly from IRA’s to the parish, possibly reduc-
ing annual taxes owed.

e Charitable Gifts of appreciated stock allow do-
nors to help the mission of the church while
avoiding capital gains.

The Development Department at the Downtown
Chancery can assist you with these transactions.
Letter of intent forms, required to initiate donations
of stock or IRA gifts and ensure donor identification
and gift designation are available on the Archdioce-
san-website:

https://www.archgh.org/ways-to-give

Inquires Cindy Garcia at 713-652-8248

Donaciones de Acciones

iDiciembre y la temporada navidefia ya estan aqui!

Muchos feligreses, en oracion, hacen donaciones
de fin de afio en esta época.

e Dones de IRA, Distribuciones Benéficas Cali-
ficadas (QCD), son formas populares de donar
para los de 70 1/2 de edad o mas. Donaciones
se pueden hacer directamente desde la cuenta
IRA a la parroquia, posiblemente reduciendo
los impuestos debidos anuales.

e Donaciones Caritativas de acciones apreciadas
permiten a los donantes a ayudar a la mision de
la iglesia mientras evitan ganancias de capital.

El Departamento de Desarrollo de la Cancilleria
del Centro puede ayudar con estas transacciones.
Los formularios de carta de pasante, necesarios
para iniciar donaciones de acciones o dones de
IRA, identifica al donante y designa la donacion,
estan disponibles en el sitio web de la Arquididce-
sis:
https://www.archgh.org/ways-to-give
Contactar a Cindy Garcia al 713-652-8248

Ln
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ALTAR SERVER APPRECIATION WEEK
SEMANA DE APRECIACION DE SERVIDORES DE ALTAR

7 \/

s Koy -
This weekend we recognize our dedicated, faithful altar serv-
ers who enrich the mass for us by their service. Please take
time to thank the altar servers for their continued service to
our St Paul community by assisting in the celebration of the
eucharist. Thank you also to the parents of the altar servers
who make sure their children are at mass to serve. And thank
you to Pedro Lopez for coordination and training the altar
servers. We are so blessed at St Paul’s for our altar servers.

The picture is from the Altar Server Appreciation mass when
19 of our Altar servers were honored, who have served at St
Pauls for at least 5 years, with over 500 other altar serves
from the Archdiocese. Bishop Italo Dell’Oro was the cele-
brant at the mass on November 4.

é FATTH

Hope. Peace. Joy. Love.

These are the gifts of the advent |
season. Your gifts of stewardship
help here in our parish,
throughout the year

Visit Faith.direct/TX596

Call Faith Direct Customer Service
866-507-8757

Text *Enroll* to 281-248-8250

Scan the QR code

Thank you for your generosity

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com 6

Este fin de semana reconocemos a nuestros dedicados y
fieles monaguillos que enriquecen la misa para nosotros
con su servicio. Témese el tiempo para agradecer a los
monaguillos por su continuo servicio a nuestra comunidad
de San Pablo al ayudar en la celebracion de la eucaristia.
Gracias también a los padres de los monaguillos que se
aseguran de que sus hijos estén en misa para servir. Y gra-
cias a Pedro Lopez por la coordinacion y capacitacion de
los monaguillos. Somos muy bendecidos en San Pablo por
nuestros monaguillos.

La imagen es de la misa de agradecimiento a los monagui-
llos cuando fueron honrados 19 de nuestros monaguillos,
quienes han servido en St Pauls durante al menos 5 afios,
con mas de 500 otros monaguillos de la Arquidiocesis. El
obispo Italo Dell'Oro fue el celebrante de la misa del 4 de
noviembre.

DIRECT"

Esperanza. Paz. Gozo. Amor.

Estos son los regalos de la tem-
porada de adviento. Sus dones
ayudan aqui en nuestra parroquia
durante el afo

Visite Faith.direct/TX596
Llame al servicio al cliente de
Faith Direct 866-507-8757

Escanee el codigo QR

Gracias por su generosidad
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Faith formation

/

Beginning in January—Women’s Morning Bible
Study—THE BIBLE AND THE MASS

Women’s bible study begins on January 9th
Tuesdays from 9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

Is the Mass biblical? Why do Catholics do what they do at
Mass? In 10 beautifully produced lessons, Parousia: The
Bible and the Mass will answer these questions and more!
In the latest video Bible study from the St. Paul Center,
discover why the liturgy is a major theme that runs
through the entire Bible, from Genesis to the Book of
Revelation. We’ll see how the New Testament is con-
cealed in the Old, the Old is revealed in the New, and why
both point directly to the Mass, the sign of the New Cove-
nant.
Join host Dr. Scott Hahn to uncover how and why all of
God’s action, in creation and redemption, is ordered to the
Mass.
Please join us here at St Paul the Apostle Catholic Church
Conference Room. Date: Tues, January 9, 2024. Time:
9:30 a.m. — 11:30 a.m. Women of Faith Bible Class. Reg-
istration: Book cost-$25.

Contact Name: Karen Chappell, 281.222.1426, karenc-

chappell@yahoo.com

Formacion de la Fe

CCE MINI-ALTAR

Each week CCE class catechists decorate our weekly
“mini-altar”.

t « \
W ! A

This is from the 4th grade CCE clase de espaiiol

THANK YOU ANGELS

Thank you to the angels who have signed up
to help the children’s
Faith Formation program!

Want to be a K-5 Faith Formation Angel, helping us for an
hour or two during the day during the week?

Email David Joseph Rofrano at
drofrano@stpaulcatholic.org or call
281-957-7327 2 N\

FAITH FORMATION CLASS
FORMACION EN LA FE

Middle School & Elementary Sacramental
Session this Wednesday 6:30 pm

Anyone who has been the victim
of sexual abuse by clergy or
Church personnel is encouraged to
call Ms. Diana Vines at:
713-654-5799.

Se anima a cualquier persona que
haya sido victima de abuso sexual
por parte del clero o el personal
de la Iglesia que llame a la

Sra. Diana Vines al 713-654-5799.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Christmas
Angel Tree

Please, return your purchased and
wrapped items to the Church by
Thursday, December 14", Please be
sure to attach the angel tag to the gift,
so that it gets to the correct family,
and please do not include any personal information.

Al devolver los articulos comprados y envueltos a la
Iglesia antes del jueves 14 de diciembre. Asegurese de
adjuntar la etiqueta del dngel al regalo para que llegue a
la familia correcta y no incluya ninguna informacion
personal.

St. Paul the Apostle Knight’s News

www.stpaulcatholic.org/knights-of-columbus
Like us on facebook.com/kofc6234
Join the Knights of Columbus; contact A.J. Delhomme 713-
254-1888. Join us in Serving God, Church, and Community
Unete a los caballeros de Colon, comunicate con
A.J. Delhomme al 281-217-1810 Ayudanos a servirle a Dios, a
nuestra Iglesia, y a la comunidad.

A New Option to Joining Knights of Columbus Are you consid-

ering joining the Knights of Columbus but do not have the time

due to family or work concerns? You might consider joining the
Knights of Columbus Online Membership at www.kofc.org,

To learn more about the Knights of Columbus go to,
https://info.kofc.org/us.htmlra

Una nueva opcion para unirte a los Caballeros de Co-

lon. ¢Estas considerando unirte a los caballeros de colon, pero

no tienes tiempo debido a tus compromisos familiares y el tra-

bajo? Tal vez puedas considerar la membresia en linea para los

Caballeros de Colon visita www.kofc.org para obtener mds

informacion acerca de los Caballeros de Colon visita,

https://info.kofc.org/us.htmira

=
4

Engaged Couples!

The first step in preparing to celebrate your wedding
is for to attend an information meeting. For Novem-
ber & December, due to the Advent/Christmas sea-
son, the Intro to Marriage information meeting will
not be held on the 4" Tuesday.

Instead, please contact Father Wencil at
281-333-3891 to schedule an appointment. During
this meeting you will discuss each part of the prepa-
ration process and receive our information booklet.

El primer paso para prepararte para celebrar tu boda
es asistir a una reunion informativa. Para noviembre
y diciembre, debido a la temporada de Adviento/
Navidad, la reunidn informativa de Introduccion al
matrimonio no se llevard a cabo el cuarto martes.

En vez, comuniquese con el Padre Wencil al
281-333-3891 para programar una cita. Durante es-
ta reunion, discutird cada parte del proceso de
preparacion y recibird un folleto informativo.

ADORATION CHAPEL / ADORACION
ADORERS NEEDED /
SE NECESITAN ADORADORES

Monday - lunes 12AM, 12PM, 1PM, 3PM

Tuesday — martes 1AM, 2AM, 3AM, 8AM, 11AM,
3PM,

Wednesday - miercéles 11AM, 12PM, 1PM, 2PM, 3PM
Thursday — jueves 1AM, 2AM, 5AM, 7AM, 8AM,
10AM, 11AM

Friday — viernes 1AM, 2AM, 3AM, 10AM, 4PM
Saturday — sabado 1AM

VOCATIONS

December 10, 2023
“A voice is calling.” Is Christ calling you to let Him man-
ifest His love in you as a priest or consecrated religious?
Talk to your priest or reach out to the Vocation Office at
713-652-8239 or email: vocations@archgh.org

10 de diciembre 2023
"Una voz esta llamando". ;Cristo te esta llamando a dejar
que El manifieste su amor en ti como sacerdote o religi-
0so consagrado? Hable con su sacerdote o comuniquese
con la Oficina de Vocaciones al
713-652-8239 o

correo electrdnico: vocations@archgh.org

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Encuentra las lecturas del domingo:
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121023.cfm
MARCOS 1,1-8
Leer con atencion
1. ;Qué historia se va a contar?
2. ;Cémo utiliza Marcos las citas de Isafas y Malaquias
(vv.2b-3)?
3. ;Qué relatos del Antiguo Testamento se te ocurren que
estén ambientados en el desierto y/o junto al Jordan?
4. ;Qué experiencia puede haber impulsado a Juan a
emprender su ministerio?
. (Qué quiere Juan que haga la gente?
. ;Como respondia la gente a Juan?
. Imagina que estas alli con Juan junto al rio Jordan.
a. ;Qué piensas de Juan?
b. ;{Vas a bautizarte? ;Por qué si o por qué no?
c. ;:De quién crees que habla Juan cuando
habla de uno mas poderoso que yo?
8. ;Qué crees que Juan esperaba que sucediera?
Vivir la palabra
9. (A qué nuevo comienzo te llama Dios?
10. ;De qué debes apartarte?
11. ;Qué sentimientos asocias con el Adviento y la Navidad?
¢;Este pasaje refuerza o contradice tus sentimientos?
En el relato Por evangelio Marcos no se refiere al libro que
escribid, sino a la buena noticia de que la salvacion ha llegado
por medio de Jesus. La historia de esta buena nueva comienza
con Juan el Bautista, pero continiia con nosotros. La historia
terminara cuando Cristo regrese en gloria.
Mesias e Hijo de Dios Cristo significa ungido en griego.
Mesias es una palabra hebrea que significa lo mismo. En el
En el mundo antiguo la gente era ungida como sefal de que
Dios los habia elegido para un propdsito especial. Aqui Marcos
afirma claramente que Jesus es el elegido de Dios, incluso el
Hijo de Dios, pero esta informacién sélo se nos da a nosotros. Al
principio de la historia, a la gente le cuesta entender quién es
Jesus porque no encaja en las expectativas de nadie.
Desierto: lugar de comienzos En el Antiguo Testamento, el
desierto es un lugar de refugio y de lucha. Dios sacé a su pueblo
de Egipto y lo condujo al desierto del Sinaf, donde tuvo que
aprender a depender de El y no de dioses extranjeros. Isafas se
inspiro en esta historia cuando insté a su pueblo a cruzar otro
desierto para reconstruir su patria. En ambos casos, el pueblo
tenia un nuevo comienzo si se volvia o regresaba a Dios.
Juan el Bautista Juan pas6 tiempo en el desierto. Comia lo que
habfa. También se vestia como Elias (2 Reyes 1:8). En
Malaquias 3:23 oimos que Elias volveria para advertir a la
gente sobre el dia de Yahveh. Juan se gané el titulo de Bautista
porque adapto6 la practica del lavado ritual. Lo convirtié en un
signo de la creencia de que Dios vendria pronto a juzgar a la
gente. Al igual que otros profetas antiguos, Juan advirtié a la
gente que se arrepintiera, que se apartara de sus viejas vidas y
se preparara para la llegada de Dios.
Mas poderoso que yo Juan dice varias cosas que lo contrastan
con el que viene.
e Juan ni siquiera es digno de servir de esclavo al que viene.
e Juan bautiza con agua; el que viene bautizara con el
Espiritu de Dios.
e Elbautismo de Juan es s6lo un signo de cambio; el que
viene traera el verdadero cambio.

N oG

Find Sunday Readings :
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121023.cfm
MARK 1:1-8

Reading closely
1.What story is about to be told?
2.How does Mark use the quotations from Isaiah and Malachi
(vv.2b-3)?
3.What stories can you think of from the Old Testament that are
set in the desert and/or by the Jordan River?
4.What experience might have compelled John to undertake his
ministry?
5.What does John want people to do?
6.How were people responding to John?
7.Imagine that you’re there with John by the Jordan River.
a. What do you think of John?
b. Do you go to be baptized? Why or why not?
c. Who do you think John is talking about when he
speaks of one mightier than [?
8. What do you think John expected to happen?
Living the word
9. To what new beginning is God calling you?
10. From what must you turn away?
11. What feelings do you associate with Advent and Christmas?
Does this passage reinforce or contradict your feelings?
Standing in the story By gospel Mark isn’t referring to the book
he wrote but to the good news that salvation has come through
Jesus. The story of this good news begins with John the Baptist,
but it continues with us. The story will end when Christ returns
in glory.
Messiah and Son of God Christ is Greek for anointed one.
Messiah is a Hebrew word that means the same thing. In the
ancient world people were anointed as a sign that God had
chosen them for a special purpose. Here Mark states plainly that
Jesus is God’s chosen one, even God’s Son, but this information
is given only to us. People at the beginning of the story struggle
to understand who Jesus is because he doesn’t fit anyone’s
expectations.
Desert: place of beginnings In the Old Testament the desert or
wilderness is a place of both refuge and struggle. God led his
people from Egypt into the Sinai desert, where they had to learn
to depend on him rather than foreign gods. Isaiah drew from this
story when he urged his people to cross a different desert to
rebuild their homeland. In both cases people were given a fresh
start if they turned or returned to God.
John the Baptist John spent time in the desert. He ate what was
available. He also dressed like Elijah (2 Kings 1:8). In Malachi
3:23 we hear that Elijah will return to warn people about the day
of the LORD. John earned the title the Baptist because he
adapted the practice of ritual washing. He made it a sign of one’s
belief that God was coming soon to judge people. Like other
ancient prophets, John warned people to repent, to turn away
from their old lives and ready themselves for God’s arrival.
Mightier than I John says several things that contrast him with
the one who is coming.
eJohn isn’t even worthy to act as a slave for the one who’s com-
ing.
eJohn baptizes with water; the one who comes will baptize with
God’s Spirit.
eJohn’s baptism is only a sign of change; the one who comes will
bring about real change.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Second Sunday of Advent December 10, 2023

Reflection for Week 2: Reflexion para la Semana 2:
John in the Wilderness Juan en el desierto

Something big was about to happen, but then
John the Baptist had been expecting something unu- |
sual. He had heard stories about the time before he
was born, how he had come onto the scene long
after his parents thought children would be part of
their lives. Both his mother Elizabeth and his father
Zechariah, a priest, had received messengers though
his father did not at first believe what was happen-
ing who made surprising promises that John would
take after the prophet Elijah.

John “grew and became strong in spirit,” and in
time he embraced his calling to be a  prophet with
a passion and headed out to the wilderness.

He even looked the part. With his camel’s hair
clothes, leather belt, and a diet of locusts and wild
honey, he was the spitting image of Elijah. And he camello, su cinturén de cuero y su dieta de langostas
had a prophet’s message: to call people back to & y miel silyestre, era la viva imagen de Elias. Y tenia
God. “Repent,” he said—Iet your heart be changed, ) .?1 mensaje (;e un prqfeta: llama,r ala gente a volver
turn your life around—“for the kingdom of heaven has come a Dios. "Arrepiéntete", decia -cambia tu corazon, da un giro a tu

. . R : - n M 1 n A
near.” Go down into the warers of baptism and come up a new vida- "porque el reino de los cielos se ha acercado”. Sumérgete en
person. Know you are forgiven ‘ las aguas del bautismo y vuelve a ser una  persona nueva. Sabe

Then came the moment John’s whole life had been heading que estas perdp nado. . , .

toward. He realized one was “comine after me” who was Entonces llegd el momento hacia el que se habia encaminado toda

“more ) owerful than 1.” He even s targte d denvine he was the la vida de Juan. Se dio cuenta de que "venia uno detras de mi" que
o he?he acted so mﬁch like. I’'m not Eli'aﬁ, og the Messiah era ‘mds poderoso que yo'. Incluso empez6 a negar que fuera el

E ph 4. Th | Messiah ’ hi Jan, > profeta al que tanto se parecia. No soy Elias, ni el Mesias, dijo. El
e said. The real Messiah was on his way.

A . verdadero Mesias estaba en camino.
John didn’t recognize Jesus at first when he showed up at the Juan no reconoci6 a Jests al principio, cuando se present6 en el rio

Algo grande estaba a punto de suceder, pero entonc-
es Juan el Bautista habia estado esperando algo
inusual. Habia oido historias sobre el tiempo anteri-
or a su nacimiento, sobre coémo habia aparecido en
escena mucho después de que sus padres pensaran
que los niflos formarian parte de sus vidas. Tanto su
madre Isabel como su padre Zacarias, sacerdote,
habian recibido mensajeros -aunque su padre no
creyo al principio lo que estaba sucediendo- que
hicieron promesas sorprendentes de que Juan
tomaria el ejemplo del profeta Elias.

Juan "crecia y se fortalecia en espiritu", y con el
tiempo abrazd con pasion su vocacion de profeta y
se dirigi6 al desierto.

Incluso tenia ese aspecto. Con sus ropas de pelo de

Jordan River to be baptized. But when Jesus came up out of Jordan para ser bautizado. Pero cuando Jesus salio del agua, los

the water, the heavens opened and God’s presence came down cielos se abrieron y la presencia de Dios descendié como el Espiritu
like the Spirit of God that had swept over the waters at the de Dios que habia barrido las aguas en la creacion del mundo. Y
creation of the world. And if anyone there needed any further por si alguien necesitaba mas persuasion, se oyo una voz de
persuading, a voice from above was heard to say, “This is my lo alto que decia: "Este es mi Hijo, el amado, en quien tengo com-
Son, the beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” placencia".

John had completed his work. He had made straight the paths Juan habia completado su obra. Habia enderezado las sendas del
for the way of the Lord. camino del Sefior. .

It’s Advent. Jesus is near. With the rest of the people of God Es Adviento. Jesus esta cerca. Tu y el resto del pueblo de Dios

you are out in the wilderness waiting for him to appear. How estais en el desierto esperando a que aparezca. ;Como puedes ende-
can you make straight the paths of your own life? Be open to a rezar los caminos de tu propia vida? Muéstrate abierto a un cambio

de corazon, a dejarte llevar en una nueva direccion. jA qué nuevas
funciones -quiza inesperadas-  apunta tu vida, como la de Juan?
(Podria ser para traerte algo de perdon y paz a ti mismo, a tu famil-
ia, a tus amigos, a tus compaieros de trabajo, al mundo?

Las respuestas puedan estar ocultas debajo de las aguas, esperando
salir a la superficie. Juan habia estado esperando que sucediera algo
inusual.

Habia oido historias sobre la época anterior a su nacimiento, sobre
coémo habia aparecido en escena mucho después de que sus padres

change of heart, to letting yourself be turned in a new direc-
tion. To what new roles—perhaps unexpected ones—does
your life, like John’s, point? Could it be to bring some for-
giveness and peace to yourself, your family, your friends, your
coworkers, the world?

The answers may be hidden just beneath the waters, waiting to
surface. The Baptist had been expecting something unusual.
He had heard stories about the time before he was born, how

he had come onto the scene long after his parents thought chil- pensaran que los nifios serian parte de sus vidas. Tanto su madre
dren would be part of their lives. Both his mother Elizabeth Isabel como su padre Zacarias, un sacerdote, habian recibido
and his father Zechariah, a priest, had received messengers— mensajeros (aunque su padre al principio no creyo lo que estaba
though his father did not at first believe what was happen- sucediendo) que hicieron sorprendentes promesas de que Juan
ing—who made surprising promises that John would take af- seguiria al profeta Elias.
ter the prophet Elijah.

ADVENT ADVIENTO

Advent comes from the Latin ad venire, which means to
come. Advent has a double meaning. Our liturgical year ends
and then begins with readings on the end times. Therefore, as
we enter the season of Advent, we’re reminded that we’re not
only preparing to celebrate Christ’s birth, we’re also prepar-

Adviento viene del latin ad venire, que significa venir. El Ad-
viento tiene un doble significado. Nuestro afio litirgico termina
y luego comienza con lecturas sobre el final de los tiempos.
Por lo tanto, al entrar en el tiempo de Adviento, se nos recuer-

; - . da que no so6lo nos preparamos para celebrar el nacimiento de
ing for his return in glory. Cristo, sino también para su regreso glorioso.
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