
 

As we prepare for the Fourth of July, it is good to 

recognize the blessings of our homeland. As Christians, we 

realize we are but sojourners here in the world; and yet, 

even Christians are called to foster a healthy love for the 

land of their birth and the land in which they live (Cf. 

Romans 13 & I Peter 2:13ff). The Church tells us in the 

Catechism of the Catholic Church that this love, duty, and 

responsibility toward our homeland flows from the Fourth Commandment – to honor thy father and mother 

(CCC 2199). Families and nations are obviously not quite the same; and yet, they share many similarities. 

If you’ve ever travelled abroad, it is amazing how meeting another person from your homeland brings an 

instant connection. Even people who you might not associate with when back home are instantly your friend 

and neighbor because you both find yourself in a foreign land. You realize how much more you have in 

common than not. If only we could see these commonalities and foster open, honest, and respectful relations 

right here at home. 

 Love of one’s homeland and earnest civil engagement requires both those ‘in authority’ to exercise their 

powers responsibly and responsively and those ‘under authority’ to collaborate and contribute to the common 

good. “Those who exercise authority should do so as a service. Whoever would be great among you must be 

your servant (Mt 20:26). The exercise of authority is measured morally in terms of its divine origin, its 

reasonable nature, and its specific object. No one can command or establish what is contrary to the dignity of 

persons and the natural law. The exercise of authority is meant to give outward expression to a just hierarchy 

of values in order to facilitate the exercise of freedom and responsibility by all. Those in authority should 

practice distributive justice wisely, taking account of the needs and contribution of each with a view to 

harmony and peace. They should take care that the regulations and measures they adopt are not a source of 

temptation by setting personal interest against that of the community. Political authorities are obliged to 

respect the fundamental rights of the human person. They will dispense justice humanely by respecting the 

rights of everyone, especially of families and the disadvantaged” (CCC 2235-7). 

“It is the duty of citizens to contribute along with the civil authorities to the good of society in a spirit of 

truth, justice, solidarity, and freedom. The love and service of one’s country follow 

from the duty of gratitude and belong to the order of charity. Submission to legitimate 

authorities and service of the common good require citizens to fulfill their roles in the 

life of the political community… The citizen is obliged in conscience not to follow the 

directives of civil authorities when they are contrary to the demands of the moral order, 

to the fundamental rights of persons, or the teachings of the Gospel” (CCC 2241-2). 

We did not choose the land of our birth, but all of us have immensely benefited from it. 

May we give thanks for this unmerited gift. May it remind us of God’s ever-present 

goodness in our lives and stir up in us gratitude. May it also call us to responsible 

citizenship and the common good of all people everywhere. The USA is not perfect, but 

it is my/your home! And for that, let us give it proper love and affection. 

 

St Mary, Lady of All Nations, pray for us. ~ Fr. Gries 
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The 2017 Fall Festival Committee Chair Meeting is 
scheduled for Sunday, July 16, in the church, between 
the 8:30a.m. and 10:00a.m. Masses.  All committee 
chairpersons should attend.   

The Peter’s Pence collection this 
weekend is a worldwide collection 
that supports the charitable works 
of Pope Francis. Funds from this 
collection help victims of war, 

oppression, and natural disasters. Take this oppor-
tunity to join with Pope Francis and be a witness of 
charity to our suffering brothers and sisters. Please 
be generous today. 

Tom Meyer Benefit Dinner  
 Saturday, July 8, 2017, 4-8p.m. 

Knights of Columbus Hall, Greensburg, IN.   
Pulled pork dinner, raffle, silent auction.   

Free Will Offering 
 
All proceeds go to help offset the medical expenses 
being incurred as Tom takes radiation treatments to 
battle an inoperable brain tumor. If you would like to 
show your support and are unable to attend, 
donations may be made to the Tom Meyer Benefit 
Fund, Napoleon State Bank, 1221 Westridge  
Parkway, Greensburg, IN 47240. 
 
For more information, please contact Heather 
(Meyer) Campbell at 765-993-1770. 

I would like to express my sincere thanks to all who 
helped with Vacation Bible School. Our theme was “The  
Joyful Mysteries” and around 40 students participated. 
Throughout the week, we had games, crafts, snacks, skits 
and songs that related to the Joyful Mysteries. It was an 
awesome learning experience for the children. 
 Jill Kuntz, ARE 

Eric Harpring, son of Mark and Karen 
Harpring, and Kevi Baumgartner, 
daughter of Bruce and Jill Baumgartner, 
will be united in marriage on July 8, 
2017. Congratulations, Eric and Kevi! 

Wyatt Jacob Pavey, son of Keith and 
Jamie (Hunter) Pavey will receive the 
Sacrament of Baptism on July 9, 2017. 
Welcome, Wyatt! 
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St. Mary Catholic School and Preschool is looking for a few more 
members for the 150th Anniversary Planning Committee. If 
interested, e-mail Mrs. Kirschner, skirschner@stmaryrush.org. 
Very limited time commitment required. 

St. Mary Catholic School After School Care Director for 
the 2017/2018 school year. This person supervises the  
students who need care after school 3:15– 5:30p.m. 
(Wednesday starts at 2:30p.m). Please contact Mrs. 
Kirschner, principal, at (765) 932-3639 or 
skirschner@stmaryrush.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  

                   
 

 
Adults (119 Envelopes + 16 Loose Checks)$   13,348.41  
Youth  (0 Envelope)      $             0.00 
Loose     $        513.45 
Total      $    13,861.86 
Weekly Budget (2016/2017)  $    -8,000.00 

Surplus (+) / Deficit (-)   $  +5,861.86     
     
Sunday  6/25/17    $   13,861.86  
Regular Maintenance & Utilities  $         275.00          
Votive Candles    $           31.00  
Food Pantry          $           95.00  
Education Future Priests   $         175.00 
Peters Pence    $           10.00  
Preserving Our Heritage   $         255.00          
TOTAL 6/25/17    $   14,702.86 
   Mass Attendance -  6/25/17 -  573 

 

 

INDIANA TAX CREDIT SCHOLARLSHIP PROGRAM 
OPENS JULY 1  -  The Indiana Tax Credit Scholarship  
Program opens July 1st with $12.5 million! The Office 
of Catholic Schools is gratified by the tremendous sup-
port of generous donors this past year.  Act now to 
make your gift and receive the 50% tax credit. It’s easy 
to do! Donations must be directed to the Institute for 
Quality Education (IQE) in order to receive the tax 
credit. To learn more about the tax credit scholarship 
program and how to donate, visit http://
www.i4qed.org/sgo. Questions should be directed to 
Kim Pohovey, Director of Mission Advancement for 
Catholic Education Initiatives, Office of Stewardship and 
Development, Archdiocese of Indianapolis at  
317-236-1568 or kpohovey@archindy.org. 

Mass Schedule: July 3 - 8 

Monday                                 No Mass 
Tuesday            8:30a.m.      Bill Servies 
                           (No Evening Mass)                    
Wednesday      8:30a.m.      Rudolph Wesling 
Thursday          8:30a.m.      Willa Mae Wagner 
Friday                8:30a.m.      Louise Childers 
Saturday           5:30p.m.      Gloria Moran 
Sunday              7:30a.m.      Don Weiler 
                          10:00a.m.      St. Mary Parish    

“Whoever finds his life will lose 
it, and whoever loses his life for 
my sake will find it.”  Could 
God be calling you to follow 

after Him in this life and into the next?  Contact Father 
Gries @765-932-2588; frgries@stmaryrush.org 

St. Mary Catholic School Summer Hours: 
  8:00a.m.-2:00p.m. Monday - Thursday 
                           Closed Friday. 

Food Pantry Items for July are:           
Cereal, Canned Fruit and Sugar. Meat 
is also desperately needed.  Call Susan 
Hoeing (561-1040) to make arrange-

ments for delivery of meat. Thank you! 

July Birthday - Nursing Home & Homebound 
July 19 -  Norman Snyder 

St. Anne’s in New Castle with St. Rose 
in Knightstown started a Catholic  
ministry at the New Castle Correction-
al Facility shortly after the facility 
opened in 2002. For the Catholic 

church to reach as many prisoners as possible, we need 
to continue to find new volunteers who can help in this 
service. Thus, we are extending an invitation to  
members of St. Mary to join us.  
          Anyone interested in learning more about this 
ministry should contact Susie Delay at 765-465-0945.  

Please Pray For: Sierra Weber & Jim Craven; 
Susie and Bill Case at the death of their grand- 
daughter, Haley Wells; Jim and Sandy Scott at 
the death of their son, Robert Scott. 

http://www.i4qed.org/sgo
http://www.i4qed.org/sgo
mailto:kpohovey@archindy.org


Staff                                         
Rev. Jeremy M. Gries, Pastor 
frgries@stmaryrush.org      
Debbie Spaeth, Administrative Assistant 
dspaeth@stmaryrush.org  
Jill Kuntz, Administrator Religious Education 
jkuntz@stmaryrush.org       
Amaranta Kemple, Youth Group Coordinator 
akemple@stmaryrush.org 
Sherri Kirschner, Principal 
skirschner@stmaryrush.org 
Theresa Komlanc, School Secretary  
tkomlanc@stmaryrush.org 
 

Parish Office Hours                                          
Monday-Thursday......8:30a.m.-4:30p.m.    
Friday………………….8:30a.m.-Noon     
 

Our St. Mary Prayer Line 
Regenia Ripberger 765-561-1179                                                                                                      
Lisa Wagoner        812-593-0790 - 765-663-2444   

                                                 
Parish Council - Chair: Shawn Adkins    

Finance Council - Chair: Elbert Gordon 

School Commission - Chair:  Susan Spaeth 

 

Baptism 
Call the parish office for scheduling.   
                                                                            

Reconciliation/Confession 
Saturday…4:30p.m.- 5:15p.m.                                                          
Tuesday…...6:00p.m.6:25p.m. 

Marriage  

Engaged couples must meet with the Pastor to com-
plete initial marriage paperwork at least 9 months  
before the anticipated wedding date and prior to  
making any other arrangements concerning the  
wedding. 

Abortion Alternatives  
Birthline   Mon.-Fri. 317-635-4808         
Option Helpline    24/7    1-800-712-HELP 

Servers –  July 8 & 9 
   Sat.     5:30p.m.   Katie & Anne Thoman, 
                    Nick Hoeing 
   Sun.  7:30a.m.    Bradley Krieger, Hayden Walls, 
                                 Addison Ballenger            
 10:00a.m.   Richard Barnes, Gabby Pavey, 
                                 Matthew Komlanc 
Lectors - July 8 & 9 
   Sat.     5:30p.m.    John Blankman 
   Sun.    7:30a.m      Lori Hoeing 
           10:00a.m.    Debi Carter 
Extra-Ordinary Ministers - July 8 & 9 
 Sat.     5:30p.m.     Julia Jessup, Barb Musgrave, 
                                 Ruth Koelmel 
 Sun.  7:30a.m.    Regenia Ripberger,  
                                 Doug Krieger, Jerry Rudolf 
             10:00a.m.   Kevin & Debbie Banks, 
                                 Theresa Komlanc 
Ushers for July, 2017 
    Sat.      5:30p.m.  Dutch Tragesser & Mark Leising 
  Sun.    7:30a.m.  Curtis Schwering &  
                                 Mitchell Wagoner 
   10:00a.m.  Gregg & Cheryl Riggs 
Ministers-to-the-Sick                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
July 3  Monica Neuman      July 10  Jerry Rudolf 
Money Counters     
July 3     Rose Hoeing, Jane Niccum, Margie Liggett, 
              Linda Shanahan 
July 10   Nancy Newbold, Lucille Hinton, Diana 
               Leising, Donna Land  
Food Pantry Volunteers:   
July 3     (Restock)  Michelle Amos & Denise Small 
July 5      Sheila Zwickey, Melanie Krieger, 
               Dave Moeller 
 

 

Welcome to St. Mary Parish!  You are invited to stop by 
the parish office and register to become a part of our  

parish family. 

New Parishioners 

Ministry Schedules ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH 
512 North Perkins Street, Rushville, IN 

   Parish: 765-932-2588  †  School: 765-932-3639 

       Summer Faith Opportunity 
            LECTIO PRAYER 
         Prayer with, in and throughout   
     the Scriptures 
  Bring your Bible & Catechism!   

 Wednesday Evenings 7-9p.m. Multipurpose Room 
    July 5    -    Resolutio - Putting Love into Action 

  THE PARISH OFFICE WILL 
  BE CLOSED ON TUESDAY, 
  JULY 4TH. 


