
This past July, Sarah Harpring (daughter of Ed & Mary Ann Harpring) volunteered to go on a Mission Trip to Togo, Africa 
with FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University Students). Below is a reflection on her experience she shared, and I thought I would 

share it with you (by permission): 
Hello, St Mary parishioners, I wanted to write about my experience in encountering Jesus in the lives 
of the Togolese and what He taught me. While in Togo, we stayed with a tribal village. We farmed 
with them; ate with them; cooked with them; repaired roads; and visited schools. But it wasn’t the 
doing that made a difference. It was the being. It would take years of funding and years of infrastructure 
projects to give the Togolese the standard of living that we enjoy here. But all it takes to give the 
Togolese a good day is love. To get our hands dirty with theirs while we harvested crops, to dance 
with them, and to smile and enjoy a meal together (even though we did not speak their language) was 
the greatest way we could show them love. And they showed more love in return than I could have 
ever imagined. A loving encounter by a person, where that person sees you as a soul, is the greatest 
gift to give and to receive. I do not want to downplay the needs of the Togolese, but humanitarian aid 

without an encounter by loving people is “help” unfulfilled. No one should be 
just a faceless object of charity. 

It was by encountering strangers in love that I learned, for the first time in 
my life, what unconditional love is. When we were a couple of miles from the 
village, we heard one little kid yelling and then saw him waving like mad. He 
ran towards us; and with each turn of the wheel, more and more kids were 
yelling, waving, and running. Once we got to the village, we stepped down 
from the truck and kids swarmed to hold our hands. Here I learned something 
about Jesus that I never knew. Think of Him up on the Cross; find one if you 
can. Look at it. What do you see? Do you see grief, pain, suffering? Do you feel 
guilt? Jesus did suffer; but even more, Jesus rejoiced because the moment He 
died, He made it possible for us to be in Heaven with Him. Those kids looked 
like they waited their whole lives just for us to look at them, for eye contact, 
for us to wave to them, for us to hold their hand. Jesus too lived His life just for us to know Him and so He can wave, wave so crazy 
big with a huge smile, so we see Him and just so He can run to hold our hands and lead us to eternal happiness. That Cross might 
look like an instrument of torture, but look again. That cross is a channel of salvation, victory, and everlasting bliss. 

Perhaps the lesson I have reflected on most since coming home is that God calls everyone to greatness, not just the “holy.” God 
perfects our efforts. All we can ever give God is a scribbly picture. Think about when you were young and just gave your parents 
complete garbage for presents. They liked those horrid art pieces, and sometimes, they even framed them to make them a bit better. 
That’s what we all do. We are all sinners of different degrees and types, and nothing we give God can really be that great. But God 
doesn’t ask us to give Him perfection: He just asks us to give Him what we have. Then He, through Jesus and the Spirit, makes our 
efforts and our very souls perfect. This was a lesson I learned on mission. We had a ‘holy hour’ each day, which is an hour of prayer, 
and no day was perfect. Each day, someone nearly fell asleep or was interrupted by the kids in the village or even had to leave to 
attend to some digestion issues. But God LOVED it, just like our parents liked those scribbly pictures. Not everyone needs a mission 
trip. Jesus speaks to us everywhere at each moment. ‘Africa’ can be found in every corner of the world: there is material and spiritual 
poverty everywhere. What the mission did for me, though, was cast me so far out of my comfort zone that all my normal defenses 

were down. I couldn’t hide behind 
media, makeup, homework, and all 
the other fig leaves we use to cover 
up ourselves. This mission showed 
me that Jesus is every where and 
present in everyone. Look and see. 
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RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)  Class  
TODAY, October 22, in the school. Topic: Mary/Our 
Eternal Destiny. 

St. Mary Youth Group  
October 22 - Meeting - 4 to 6p.m. SMS 

Every other year, 20,000+ 
Catholic young people and their 
chaperones come together to pray, 
learn, and grow in their faith at the 
national Catholic Youth Conference 
(NCYC). This year’s conference 
will be held November 16-18 at the 

Indiana Convention Center and Lucas Oil Stadium. As 
the host diocese, we need 1000 volunteers throughout 
the three days to serve in a variety of roles.  Reminder: 
All volunteers will need to have completed “Safe and 
Sacred”, the Archdiocese of Indianapolis safe environ-
ment training. You can find more information at  
www.archindy.org Child Safety Page.  E-mail 
NCYCVOLUNTEER@ARCHINDY.ORG . 

On behalf of the Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate 
Conception, I want to extend our deepest appreciation to  
all the members of St. Mary for your support and your 
generous donation to help  with the needs of our mission. 
Your outpouring of love and compassion for the poor 
people in Kenya, sub-rural in Caribbean, and Nigeria has 
deeply touched us and this will help us to demonstrate 
Christ’s love by giving free education and health care to 
the poor ones in our mission, and empowering the young 
adults through our skills acquisition centers. I pray that 
the Lord Jesus will shower you with His many blessings. 
Sr. Consolata Ojemeh, Coordinator-Mission Appeal 

Sodality Mother-Daughter Dinner - Monday, 
November 6, 2017 at 6p.m. in the St. Mary School 
cafeteria. Please bring food for a pitch-in. Drinks 
and table service will be provided. Invite Mother, 
Grandmother, Daughter, Aunt!! There will be door 
prizes!  Questions?? Call Mary Delay 765-645-5019. 

E6 Catholic Men’s Conference: February 24, 2018: 
The 3rd annual E6 Catholic Men’s Conference will be 
taking place at East Central High School, just 30 
minutes northwest of Cincinnati and one hour south of 
Indianapolis. This year features Fr. Larry Richards, Dr. 
Ray Guarendi and Fr. Jonathan Meyer, and will be one 
of the largest gatherings of Catholic men in the tri-
state area. Don’t miss out. Mark your calendars now!  
Tickets will be on sale starting November 1, 2017. 
Please visit www.e6catholicmensconference.com for 
more information. 

 

Fall Festival Committees have many 
households with invalid phone  
numbers. If you have canceled your 
landline and have a cell number only, 

please call the parish office. We want to keep our 
festival and parish contact information  up-to-date.   

The Annual Cemetery Mass at Calvary 
Cemetery will be held on Sunday,  
November 5, 2017 at 10:00a.m., 
weather permitting.  There will not be 
a 10a.m. Mass in the church.   

Sr. Consolata got her first combine ride with Allen 
Leising while visiting St. Mary. Thank you, Allen, 
Kristi and Adam Leising for hosting Sister. 

St. Mary Catholic School and Preschool is looking for a part-
time music teacher to cover a maternity leave. Leave begins 
when baby is born, most likely between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, and will last approximately 8 weeks.  All classes 
are in the afternoons and include music and 6th grade writing. 
Call Mrs. Kirschner at 765-932-3639 or e-mail her at 
skirschner@stmaryrush.org, if you are interested. 
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Adults (132 Envelopes +13Loose Checks) $     8,664.00 
Youth  (1 Envelope)      $             1.60 
Loose     $         399.06  
Total      $      9,064.66  
Weekly Budget (2017/2018)  $    -8,000.00 

Surplus (+) / Deficit (-)   $  +1,064.66                          
     
Sunday  10/15/17    $     9,064.66 
Regular Maintenance & Utilities  $        256.00       
Votive Candles    $          41.00 
Food Pantry          $          70.00 
Capital Improvements   $          50.00 
TOTAL 10/15/17   $     9,481.66 
  
Mass Attendance -  10/15/17 - 582  

 

 
 

Mass Schedule:  October 23 - 29 

Monday                                 No Mass 
Tuesday            6:30p.m.      No Mass 
Wednesday      8:30a.m.      No Mass 
Thursday          8:30a.m       No Mass 
Friday                8:30a.m.      No Mass 
Saturday           5:30p.m.      St. Mary Parish  
Sunday              7:30a.m.      Joe & Myrtha  
                                                 Moran Family 
                          10:00a.m.      Joe & Marilyn 
                 Niehoff  

       Adult Faith Opportunity 
               BIBLE STUDY 
Revelations: Kingdom Yet to Come 
             

Oct. 25 Rev  21-22: New Heaven & New Earth 
Wednesday 7-9p.m. School Multipurpose Room.  

October 22 & 29 - Fall Break 
November 5 - Session 9 

“Many are called, but few are cho-
sen.” Consider following Christ 
more closely as a priest, deacon or 
in consecrated life. Call Father Gries 
at 765-932-2588 or e-mail 
frgries@stmaryrush.org. 

            A Message from the SMS 150 Committee 
                         We are trying to put together an updated 
                         alumni list for St. Mary School. If you or 
                         any member of your family attended St. 
Mary School at any time in the past 150 years, please 
send your information to Cheryl Riggs at CLRXRAY@ 
yahoo.com. The committee needs old school pictures, 
class composite pictures, and any memorabilia you  
might have.  Thank you! 

 

       Item for October:   
     Canned Vegetables
   

If you would like to donate to the recent hurricane,  
flood or California fire victims, you can send your 
charitable contribution directly to Catholic Charities, 
1400 N. Meridian St., Indianapolis, IN   46202. 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND 

We would not expect a car, or a house heating/air con-
ditioning system to run for years without any servicing, 
so why do we expect our marriage relationship to keep 
running smoothly without a little maintenance?  The 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend gives mar-
ried couples the tools to keep their relationship in top 
running condition. The weekend will be at Our Lady of 
Fatima Retreat House, Indianapolis, November 3-5, 
2017. Visit www.wwme.org for further information. 



Staff                                         
Rev. Jeremy M. Gries, Pastor 
frgries@stmaryrush.org      
Debbie Spaeth, Administrative Assistant 
dspaeth@stmaryrush.org  
Jill Kuntz, Administrator Religious Education 
jkuntz@stmaryrush.org       
Amaranta Kemple, Youth Group Coordinator 
akemple@stmaryrush.org 
Sherri Kirschner, Principal 
skirschner@stmaryrush.org 
Theresa Komlanc, School Secretary  
tkomlanc@stmaryrush.org 
 

Parish Office Hours                                          
Monday-Thursday......8:30a.m.-4:30p.m.    
Friday………………….8:30a.m.-Noon     
 

Our St. Mary Prayer Line 
Regenia Ripberger 765-561-1179                                                                                                      
Lisa Wagoner        812-593-0790 - 765-663-2444   

                                                 
Parish Council - Chair: Shawn Adkins    

Finance Council - Chair: Elbert Gordon 

School Commission - Chair:  Susan Spaeth 

 

Baptism 
Call the parish office for scheduling.   
                                                                            

Reconciliation/Confession 
Saturday…4:30p.m.- 5:15p.m.                                                          
Tuesday…...6:00p.m.6:25p.m. 

Marriage  

Engaged couples must meet with the Pastor to com-
plete initial marriage paperwork at least 9 months  
before the anticipated wedding date and prior to  
making any other arrangements concerning the  
wedding. 

Abortion Alternatives  
Birthline   Mon.-Fri. 317-635-4808         
Option Helpline    24/7    1-800-712-HELP 

Servers –  October 28 & 29 
   Sat.     5:30p.m.   Katie Ripberger, Evan Moore, 
                                 Nick Hoeing 
   Sun.  7:30a.m.    Hayden Walls, 
                                 Tyler & Jacob Amos 
 10:00a.m.   Danny Corn, Isabella Pavey 
                                 Gabby Pavey 
Lectors - October 28 & 29 
   Sat.     5:30p.m.    Jonathon Blankman  
   Sun.    7:30a.m      Lori Hoeing 
           10:00a.m.    Cecilia Orr 
Extra-Ordinary Ministers - October 28 & 29 
 Sat.     5:30p.m.     Barb Musgrave, Denise Small, 
                                  Ruth Koelmel 
 Sun.  7:30a.m.     Holly Bess, Ken & Nancy   
                       Schroeder 
             10:00a.m      Kevin Spilman, Kim L. Yager, 
                                   Annette Niehoff 
Ushers for October, 2017 
    Sat.      5:30p.m.   Phil Shanahan & Darren Hoeing 
  Sun.    7:30a.m.    Dan Shanahan & John Pavey 
   10:00a.m.    Mike Hoeing & Chris Nobbe 
 
Ministers-to-the-Sick                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Oct. 23  Linda Jenkins     Oct. 30  Janet Pike 
Money Counters:   
Oct. 23   Rose Hoeing, Jane Niccum,  
                Margie Liggett, Linda Shanahan 
Oct. 30    Nancy Newbold, Lucille Hinton, 
                 Diana Leising, Donna Land 
Food Pantry Volunteers:   
Oct. 23    (Restock) Steve Pavey & Michelle Amos 
Oct. 25     Denise Small, Dave Moeller,  
                  Melanie Krieger 

Welcome to St. Mary Parish!  You are invited to stop by 
the parish office and register to become a part of our  

parish family. 

New Parishioners 

Ministry Schedules ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH 
512 North Perkins Street, Rushville, IN 

   Parish: 765-932-2588  †  School: 765-932-3639 

This year will mark the 15th 
year the local Fraternal Order 
of Police will host a free “Coats 
for Kids” give away. The Rush 
County Sheriff’s Department, 
Rushville Police Department 

and the Indiana State Police will offer a free coat 
to any child in need. Gently worn or new coats 
may be dropped off at the RPD, RCSD, or the 
Rushville Republican office from now until 
5p.m. on October 27. For additional information 
contact the RCSD (765-932-2931), RPD 
(765-932-3907) or the Rushville Republican  
(765-932-2222)ext.106. 


