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 Annual Parish Financial Report 

Keeping SJC Strong to Serve 
T he best things in life are free. Unfortunately, the material needs of a parish as large and 

active as St. John’s are not. 
Our growing and vibrant parish community now numbers nearly 2,100 families; the buildings of 

our 17-acre campus are more than 50 years old. Every day, hundreds of parishioners 
in dozens of ministries selflessly serve the hungry, the lonely, the poor, the disabled, 
the elderly, the bereaved and others far beyond our community. Each weekend, our 
liturgies provide a beacon of faith, joy and consolation for hundreds of people. 
Meanwhile, one winter salting of the parish parking lot — just one — costs $3,000. A 
church repair or maintenance bill can easily run into five digits. Such are the little-
seen realities of  maintaining God’s house in modern times. 
Fortunately, many parishioners recognize these needs and support our parish com-
munity generously. We are deeply grateful to them. Overall, however, our collec-

tions have declined at a time of increasing need and outreach, as you will see in our Annual Parish 
Financial Report on pages 4 and 5. The report, prepared by our Parish Finance Council, reflects St. 
John’s commitment to transparent and meticulous stewardship of your gift. 
We encourage you to review the report; to ask any questions; and to initiate or increase your 
parish contribution,  to keep St. John’s viable and in active service to God and our neighbors. 

New Ministry Helps Care for the Caregivers 
D iscerning a decision, many Christians ask, “What would Jesus do?” 

With no disrespect to the Lord, Aimee Gustitis prefers to ask, “What would Mary do?” 
The Blessed Mother is “the ultimate caregiver,” who cared for her child every day of his short life until his 

brutal death, says Aimee. Aimee seeks to bring Mary’s example and loving 
care to other caregivers this fall at St. John Chrysostom with a new ministry 
called Nourish for Caregivers. 
Nourish is a faith-based program that provides critical spiritual and practical 
support and resources to some of the 65 million caregivers who tend to sacri-
fice their own health and well-being  for the loved one in their care. 
“When Jesus said ‘love your neighbor as yourself,’ He didn’t mean ‘love your 
neighbor and then yourself,’” says Aimee. “We want to help caregivers apply the corporal and spiritual 
works of mercy to themselves. No one is out there reassuring caregivers about these things.” 
In addition to spiritual and emotional support, meetings will address substantive topics in caregiving: end-of
-life issues, stress, family dynamics, and more.  Nourish will meet from 10 to 11:30 am on the first Saturday 
of the month in the Stevenson Center, beginning Sept. 7. Although the orientation is Christian, all are wel-
come. There is no charge, but RSVPs are requested. 

St. John’s will be just the second Archdiocesan parish  to offer Nourish. The first was 
Aimee’s own St. Anastasia in Newtown Square, where two summer meetings drew 
attendees from 20-plus other parishes across the area. 
Although her personal faith ignites her ministry spiritually, Aimee also brings significant 
practical credentials. With both nursing and law degrees, and more than a decade of 
experience in her fields, she is able to shed light on the thicket of medical, legal and in-
surance issues that can make caregiving even more overwhelming.     See Caregivers on page 7  

Aimee Gustitis, BSN, RN, JD, will 
lead Nourish for Caregivers at SJC 
on first Saturdays beginning Sept. 7. 
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Our pastor, Fr. Ed Hallinan, got a warm 
welcome at our second annual Summer 
PREP  session in June. The session drew 
more than 100 students for a week of 
study, activities,  service and fun.  Our 

Sunday PREP program begins Sept. 15. 

‘What would Mary do? 
Mary had tough  

choices all the time. 
She was the ultimate 
caregiver.  She cared 
for her son, knowing 

from Day 1 that he 
would die’ 

One 
winter 
salting 
of the 
parking 
lot costs 
$3,000. 
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Spring & Summer Scrapbook 

 

From Junk to Jobs 

How do nearly 10,000 pounds of old  
TVs, microwaves and computers 
help restore lives? By creating 
transitional employment oppor-
tunities and skills training for the 

men and women of PAR-Recycle Works, which works with adults 
re-entering society after incarceration. SJC proudly partnered with 
PAR on June 1 for our third, and largest, recycling event yet.   

Putting the Fun in Fundraising 

Saturday, April 27, brought an even-
ing of smiles to a gym full of avid 
bingo players at the Knights of Co-
lumbus’s Spring Bingo Night. 
The fun yielded lots of winners as 
well as donations of $1,500 to St 
Katharine Drexel Food Pantry and 
$1,000 to Snyder House for 
Veterans. Bingo Night returns 
Saturday, Oct. 12. 

40 Days, Bounty of Bags 
Our first “40 Days, 
40 Items” activity 
challenged parish-
ioners to donate 
one item from their 
closet each day in 
Lent.  About 500 50
-gallon trash bags 
were distributed, 
and more than 720 
bursting bags and 
boxes came back 
April 28 to the 
Green Drop truck in 

our parking lot to 
benefit the Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul, 
which aids families in 
financial crisis.  Big 
shoutout to our Scouts 
and Youth Group, 
which provided the 
muscle for the collec-
tion! 

Youth Group: Walking the Walk 

St. John’s Youth Group keeps it real, and 
fun, all year long. In March, our Good 
Friday “Operation Growl” day of fasting 
and service raised nearly $5,500 for local 
hunger relief. In April, we joined in the 
Earth Day celebration. June saw  us pitch-
ing in at our sister parish’s Food Pantry.  
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‘We, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others’ 

CYO Cross Country 

CityTeam’s Hope Café is a favorite service opportunity for parishioners. We visited in February. 

 

Good Sports 
Fun is a four-season sport at St. John’s. Spring 
and summer brought the Knights of Columbus 
Free Throw Competition, CYO tennis, and lots 
of happy fans and players! 

Preserve & Protect 

Our Earth Day celebration 
June 2, courtesy of the Care 
for Creation team, featured 
vendors, displays, local 
foods, and fun activities 
aimed at showing how we 
can protect God’s Earth. 

Left: Dave 
Fiebert’s puppet 
show offered 
lighthearted 
lessons. Above: 
Parishioner Lynn 
Meza discusses  
watershed pro-
tection. 

God’s Men: Song & Spirit 

On June 22, our 5 pm Mass-goers were treated to 
the glorious spirit and song of God’s Men, the men’s 
choir of St. Martin de Porres Catholic Church, under 
the joyful direction of Ms. Tonya Dorsey. 

Young Voices & Hearts 
Our beautiful Youth Choir, led by Marc Dulberg, brings a fresh 
sound to one Mass each month. The choir welcomes all in 
grades 2-12; no experience is necessary. Join us in September! 

Habitat, Sweet Habitat 
Leave the good, clean 
fun for others. Our 
Habitat for Humanity  
crews serve sweetly 
and sweatily by build-
ing and restoring 
homes for low-income 
homeowners . In 
August, they were on 
the job in Wilmington. 
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Annual Parish Financial Report 

First Reconciliation 
(Adaptive PREP)  

First  Holy Communion 
May 6 
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Annual Parish Financial Report 

Community Outreach & Charities includes cash donations to local charities, Diocesan Collections, Sister Parish , and payroll costs related 
to parish staff member responsible for parish outreach ministries. Not included are parish programs that provide non-cash items such as 
food, clothing, toiletries etc., e.g. Adopt-A-Family, St. Nicholas Tree, St. John’s Hospice, Aid for Friends and various collection drives through-
out the year. 

Clergy & Religious Salary and Benefits includes salary, health insurance, pension and residence expenses for our priests and Spiritual Director. 

Welcoming Activities include such socials as Hospitality Sundays, Welcome Sunday and other events throughout the year that provide a 
venue for parishioners to meet and strengthen our faith community. 

PREP & Youth Group includes salaries, benefits and all program costs, net of fees, associated with these ministries that serve parish youth.  

Parish Commitment  is our parish financial support to the regional school, Mother of Providence Regional Catholic School (MPRCS). MPRCS 
also receives financial support from Nativity BVM Parish in Media. 

Faith Formation & Evangelization includes the salary and costs associated with the R.C.I.A. program, Homebound and Bereavement, adult 
education programs, speaker stipends, TV Mass Ministry, and the monthly/seasonal reflective booklets available to all parishioners. 

Liturgies include all expenses incurred for our Masses and special liturgies. Examples are costs for stipends, music, missals, church environ-
ment, candles and other necessary altar supplies.  

Facilities include all costs related to the church, Parish House and convent. These include maintenance, utilities, property insurance and 
the payroll costs associated with our parish employees responsible for maintaining the facilities.  

Administrative & Office includes the payroll for the office support staff, as well as all office equipment, technology, supplies, mailings, post-
age etc., used for parish purposes and our various ministries. 

Archdiocesan Assessment represents a percentage of parish collections paid to the Archdiocese of Philadelphia for Pastoral Administration. 

Capital Improvements include renovation of the priests’ living quarters in the Parish House, installation of new security systems in the 
church and Parish House, new cement steps/railings off the parking lot and Stevenson Center, and asbestos abatement in the convent. 
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At Mother of Providence, Turning a Principal Page 
J uly 1 opened an exciting new chapter at Mother of Providence Regional Catholic School, which 

welcomed its second principal ever in  award-winning educator and musician Sara Dempsey. 
Mrs. Dempsey succeeds Mrs. Therese Waters, who led the regional school in its first seven years 
before retiring this summer. Mrs. Dempsey comes from St. Maximilian Kolbe in West Chester, 
where she served for 15 years as a music teacher, Student Council Advisor, and Parish Music Di-
rector in addition to mentoring student teachers, assisting with strategic planning, and advising a 

number of clubs and parish and school 
committees. 
Mrs. Dempsey holds bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees in Music Education and, in 
2017, was inducted into the Foundation 
for Catholic Education’s Chester County 
Hall of Fame. 
 “I am excited and honored to become a 
member of this great school community,” 
said Mrs. Dempsey. “I share wholeheart-
edly in the community’s commitment to 
creating a dynamic learning environment 
that challenges students to reach their 
full potential and am looking forward to 
leading and learning together as a community.” 
MPRCS has many wonderful events planned for the fall. Trunk or Treat, Gratitude 
Week, Grandparents and VIP Day, and more are just ahead; keep up with the 
school at mpregional.org.  We look forward to a wonderful year!  

I n  the beauty of spring 
blooms sacraments 

faithfully nurtured through a 
long winter of preparation 
and prayer. 
Left: On April 20,  St. John’s 
welcomed  Matthew 
Shaw, Trina Smith and 
Joseph O’Connor into the 
church after months of 
preparation with our Rite 
of Catholic Initiation of 

Adults (RCIA) program. 
RCIA assists adults who are con-
verting to Catholicism or who missed 
the sacraments of First Holy Com-
munion or Confirmation. Eric Germil-
ler (bottom left, with fiancée Lisa Lim-
mina) is currently in the program. 
At right, 59 second graders kept Fr. Ed on 
his toes with questions (and answers!) at  
First Holy Communion on May 4.  
Confirmation was not held at St. John’s 
this spring, as the parish transitions to 
seventh-grade Confirmation in May 2020. 

MPRCS is in “very good hands “ with Sara 
Dempsey (left),  former principal Therese 
Waters (right) assured the school community 
upon her retirement. 

Our Class of 2019 received more than $143,000 in scholarships 
and awards as they headed off to seven high schools. Our love 
and prayers went with them. 

Celebrating a Sacramental Season 



7 

 

Transitions 

Baptisms  
January- July 2019 

Frank Armstrong (Michael & Ashley) 
Darren Banville (Laurence & Brooke) 
Theodore Calderoni (Matthew & Marianne) 
Xavier Fitzgerald (Joseph & Stefanie) 
Owen Flannery (Matthew & Caitlin) 
Reid Gerlach (David & Andrea) 
Michael Gilhool III (Michael & Kelli) 
Emily Gonzalves (Louis & Olga) 
Makenzie Ann Grant (Christopher & Laura) 
Anna Greco (Matthew & Christine) 
Christopher Haas (Michael & Mary) 
Kieran Hallinan (John & Megan) 
Sadie Harvey (Brett & Kristine) 
Jude Homberger (Matthew & Jenny) 
Leo Kinuthia (John & Katie) 
Quinn Liebeskind (John & Maureen) 
Reagan Malenich (Christopher & Katherine) 
Grant McGehrin (Drew & Elizabeth) 
Felix Nelson (Erik & Katherine) 
Gabriel Pierangeli (Peter & Margaret) 
Hanna Pizzigoni (Timothy & Dayna) 
Theodore Reil (Shane & Julie) 
William Ringland (William & Christina) 
Charlotte Scarpignato (Michael & Amanda) 
Logan Schulman (Max & Rosemarie) 
Ander Scopelliti (Joseph & Ashley) 
Trina Smith 
Liam Sweeney (William & Daniella) 
Jameson Thorne (Dylan & Jena) 
Julia Villanueva (Roberto & Julia) 
George Weir (Matthew & Lauren) 

In Memoriam 
February - July 2019 

Edwin Bothwell (May 21) 
Mary Butler (May 21) 
Lawrence V. Clark (April 9) 
Judith Feyas (June 4) 
Mary Gorbey (July 9) 
Joseph T. Gouck (July 20) 
Joseph W. Guilday (March 28) 
Patricia Leavens (May 5) 
Mary “Liz” Logan (June 25) 
Mary A. Maiocco (April 18) 
Virginia Maloney (July 2) 
Nancy McCrossan (June 26) 
Katherine McKenna (April 2) 
Stephen T. Moresi (Feb. 25) 
Frances Moyer (May 22) 
Marie Ursino (May 15) 
Rosanne T. Whelan (March 3) 
Philomena “Mae” Verga (March 1) 
Carl M. Viggiano (Feb. 1) 
Margaret “Peggy” Viggiano (May 5) 
 

Marriages 
February - July 2019 

Christopher Cucchi & Michelle Conron 
Michael Gilhool & Kelli McGill 
Matthew Locklear & Kelly Lynn Shank 
Geoffrey Meehler & Eileen Cirilli 
George Melanchuk & Samantha Farhat 
Thomas Plummer Jr. & Margee Hanford 
 

New Parishioners 
February - July 2019 

Dawn Bachetti & Howard Geisler 

      (Zoey, Zayden) 

Carolyn & Patrick Blair 

Kristin & Charles Chew (Harper, Shane) 

David Corey 

Julie & Anthony Daversa (Anthony, Domenic) 

Leah & Alek Fahey 

Matt & Caitlin Flannery 

     (Patrick, Connor, Owen) 

Mark & Jean Fleming (Anna, Henry) 

Jennelle & Immanuel Gilbert 

Salina Handy (Olivia, Javier, Jaydan) 

Matthew & Nicole Hedlund  

     (Charlie, Ava, Carter, Edie) 

Brian & Janice Hogan 

Steven & Lauren Huffman (Alyssa) 

Ashley Jones & Jesse Monastra 

     (Nicholas, Nathan, Jesse, Michael, Adam) 

Lisa Limmina & Eric Germiller 

Kimberly Lin (Emily, Kathryn, Nathaniel) 

Tami Luviner 

Katie and Chris Malenich (Reagan) 

Maria McCormack (Mia, Connor) 

Janet & Michael Napolitano 

Jennifer & Bill O’Berg (Brayden, Liam) 

Ben & Lucy O’Brien (Theodore) 

Stephen & Tessy Pachikara 

Christine & Albert Perry 

      (Lucia, Julian, Evangeline) 

Daniel & Catherine Price (Charles) 

Stacy Atkins Prince (RJ) 

Jennifer Pugh & Dante Puzzangara 

     (Rylie, Francesca) 

Julie & Shane Reil (Theodore) 

Diane L. Rouse (Luke, Emersyn) 

Jack & Denise Ryan 

Steven & Linda Siconolfi 

Teri Sweeney 

Amy & Michael Taimanglo 
      (Michael, Gabriel, Layla, Bridie, Eliana) 
Vicky Tubens-Lowa & Karl Lowa (Christian) 
Lauren Winchester & Chris Kramer 

      (Elizabeth) 

Stephen & Lauren Wiseley (Cecilia, Stephen) 

Caregivers, from page 1 

For the past 10 years, she has worked in long-term care, home, hospice and hospital 
settings, helping families of aging, chronically ill, and disabled adults and children navi-
gate the complexities of the health care system, even as they exhaust themselves physi-
cally and emotionally with daily demands. 
Her family focus emerged through her years as a nurse. “What struck me was how 
much the families needed help,” she says. “I thought that we would be taking care of the 
patients.” 
For caregiving at the end of life, Aimee embraces the hospice philosophy that death — 
the “quieting” of the body, as she calls it — need not be fearful and painful, but rather 
can be a beautiful, dignified experience for both the patient and his or her loved ones. 
For the seven in 10 caregivers who “think a lot about spirituality,” that process is sacred, 
says Aimee. “It’s not just an ‘afterlife,’” she says. “It’s an eternal life. You are carrying your 
loved ones to the gates of Heaven.” 

RSVP for Nourish meetings to Aimee Gustitis at aimeegustitis@outlook.com. 
To learn more about Nourish, visit www.NourishForCaregivers.com. 

‘There is a time for everything, a season for every purpose under heaven’ 

http://www.NourishForCaregivers.com
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Stay connected! Please let 
us know about changes to 
your contact information. 
Text  JOINSJC to 22828 to 

get parish news. 

Printed Aug. 15, 2019 

September 
Sept. 1:     World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation 
                     Final Weekend: Kay Lasante Clinic Supply Drive 
                     Mass of Welcoming & Inclusion (ASL - 11:30 am) 
Sept. 2:      Labor Day Mass (9 am) 
Sept. 7:     Nourish for Caregivers Ministry begins (10 am) 
Sept. 15:   SJC Feast Day Hospitality after all Masses 
                     PREP classes begin 
                     American Sign Language Mass (11:30 am) 
Sept. 21:   Ministry Appreciation Evening (6-9 pm) 
 

October 
Oct. 1:      Talking without Fighting: A Couples Workshop 
Oct. 5:      Mass of Welcoming & Inclusion (ASL -  11:30  am) 
Oct. 12:    Public Square Rosary (noon) 
                    Parish Bingo Night (7 pm) 
Oct. 13:    Mass of the Anointing of the Sick (11:30  am) 
Oct. 20:    Parish Youth Day (10:30 am - 12:30 pm) 
                    American Sign Language Mass (11:30  am) 
Oct. 27:    Blue Mass, honoring first responders (11:30 am) 

 
November 
Nov.  1:       Solemnity of All Saints (Masses at 8 am, 1 pm) 
Nov.  3:       Mass of Welcoming & Inclusion (ASL - 11:30 am) 
Nov.  10:     Annual Memorial Mass (11:30 am) 
Nov.  17:     World Day of the Poor (Scout Food Drive) 
                       American Sign Language Mass (11:30 am) 
Nov.  28:    Thanksgiving Day Mass (9 am) 

December 
Dec. 1:      First Sunday of Advent 
                    Advent Festival & Fair Trade Sale 
                    St. Nicholas Project begins 
                    Advent Angels signup 
                    Scout Wreath Sale 
                    Mass of Welcoming & Inclusion (ASL - 11:30 am) 
Dec.  8:     Second Sunday of Advent 
Dec. 11:    Advent Communal Reconciliation Service (7 pm) 
Dec. 15:    Third Sunday of Advent 
                     American Sign Language Mass (11:30 am) 
                     Advent Angels pickup 
                     St. Nicholas Project ends 
                     Youth Group party for Kinder Park residents 
Dec. 22-23:   Fourth Sunday of Advent 
                          Poinsettia Sale (all Masses) 
Dec. 24:     Christmas Eve Masses at 4:30, 4:40, 7 and 9 pm 
Dec. 25:     Christmas Mass at 9 and 11:30am 

 

Mass Schedule 
5 pm Saturday Vigil 
8, 9:30, 11:30 am Sunday 
8 am Tuesday - Friday 
ASL Mass: 11:30 am 1st & 3rd Sun 
Confessions: 4-4:50 pm Saturday 
Available: Braille worship aids 
         Assistive Listening Devices 

         Low-gluten Hosts                                  How may we serve you? 

Fall 2019 at St. John Chrysostom 


