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Dear Parents:

Thank you for partnering with us in teaching your child about the Catholic faith.  Each of us nurtures
the Catholic faith by the way we live.  Being a parent gives you a greater awareness of God as you see
and feel Him in your child and the world around you.  Knowing that God is always with us, you can
freely accept the responsibility of mentoring your child to find a deeper, more personal relationship with
God.  One simple thing you can do is to ask your child “Where have you seen or experienced God in
your life today?” Our PSR Catechists will partner with you in teaching them how God’s love is real in
the world today.

Our theme this year is “Faith in Action is Love & Love in Action is Service”. This was a quote of
Saint Teresa of Calcutta.  Since we have a first class relic of Saint Teresa of Calcutta for our new altar, we
thought it appropriate to have our theme for this year reflect her favorite quote.  We will continue using
Virtues in Practice, which emphasizes a different virtue and saint each month.

We will be using Allelu! For our Kindergarten, Alive in Christ by OSV for grades 1-7 and Chosen for
grade 8 again this year.  There are many teacher and parent resources that you can find in the PSR office
and online.  I hope you take advantage of the many materials available to you to use at home.  You will
also have access to your child’s grade level Flipgrid.  This is a great tool for parents to find the lesson
plans, videos, and assignments all in one place in case a child has to miss a class or to refer back to a
lesson as a review.  There are also many resources available on stsja.formed.org.  If you haven’t created
an account for formed.org please take a few minutes to sign up.

Although we will not have official parent/teacher conferences, teachers want to keep in contact with
you through email, text, and/or zoom meetings when there is an absence.  It is important that we have the
most up to date contact information.  Please let your child’s teacher know about any questions or concerns
you might have throughout the year.

Taking time for your own spiritual growth is also so important.  Parents are encouraged to come to the
Adoration chapel after dropping off their child to say the rosary with other parents.  We will also be
offering parent presentations, videos and opportunities for you to grow in your faith along with your child.
There are also many videos and audio books on formed.org that you can use for personal spiritual growth
at home.

Parents are invited to help in the classroom as a teacher aid or in one of the offices during PSR.
Contact me if you are interested.  Thank you again for your dedication to your child’s religious education.
I look forward to working with you in teaching religious education to your child.

Blessings,

Rose Wieschhaus, Director of Religious Education for Children
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PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

We, the Parish family of Sts. Joachim & Ann,
a worshiping community,

have as our foundation the teachings of Jesus Christ.
Through spiritual and educational growth,

we find it our joy and responsibility
to call forth and share our gifts.

We compassionately support the Ministries
which build up our community

and the Kingdom of God.

PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION GOALS

The Catholic Church has an essential mission to teach the Gospel to all people.  As parents and catechists,
we seek to prepare our members to hear and live the “Good News” and proclaim the message of Christ
through worship, community, and service.  We seek to integrate Scripture and the teachings of our Church
into a lifestyle and society which reflects Christian maturity. Our goals:

● To deepen our personal relationship with Christ through prayer and discipleship.

● To increase our knowledge of God through Scripture study and to reflect on the teachings of the
Catholic Church.

● To assist students in responding to God’s love and grace through faith, hope, charity, good
example and willingness to serve.

● To be available to meet the needs of those growing in faith.

● To teach as Jesus did by presenting the Kingdom and the Gospel message in a joyful meaningful
way for the transformation of lives.
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CHARACTERISTICS of
Sts Joachim & Ann

Parish School of Religion Program

Christ centered: The religion curriculum recognizes that the aim of all catechesis “is to put people not
only in touch, but also in communion and intimacy, with Jesus Christ” GDC #80. Jesus is the Alpha and
Omega of faith and the foundation of Christian living.

Family oriented: The religion curriculum respects the family as the primary place for the
development of faith and attempts to incorporate opportunities for the family to share faith.

Tradition based: The religion curriculum provides opportunities to directly encounter our Catholic
faith Tradition.

Parish connected: The religion curriculum works with parish ministries to involve students in parish
activities as a living witness of the faith within the community.

Worship connected: The religion curriculum includes the celebration of Mass and sacraments within
the educational as well as the parish community.

Prayer centered: The religion curriculum includes opportunities for the students to express their faith
through various forms of prayer, both communal and private.

Active outreach: The religion curriculum provides students with opportunities to use their gifts in
service to the broader community, both civic and parish, in order to continue the transformation of society
into the Kingdom of God.

Inclusive: The religion curriculum promotes respect and acceptance of all persons regardless of
individual differences.

Active involvement: The religion curriculum actively involves students in the learning process
through various methods. It challenges students to use imagination to gain meaning through use of
images and symbols.

Critical thinking: The religion curriculum encourages reflection so that students will discover new
ways to assess and respond to life situations in light of the Gospel values.
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Curriculum Overview

►Jesus Christ is at the Center
Alive in Christ is intentional in its focus on the life, mission and saving work of Jesus Christ. This
lays the foundation for a lifelong relationship with Jesus, who "...alone can lead us to the love of
the Father in the Spirit and make us share in the life of the Holy Trinity"(CCC 426).
►Building Knowledge of, and Reverence for, Sacred Scripture
Sacred Scripture from both the Old and New Testament is presented in ways that encourage
students to learn about the people and stories of the Bible and listen to the voice of God.
►Comprehensive Presentation of Catholic Teaching
Alive in Christ provides a comprehensive and systematic presentation of the Catholic faith. Key
themes of Catholic teaching are repeated each year through a grade-level lens, building on the
child's knowledge of the faith at each developmental stage.
►Unique and Effective Pedagogy
Mirroring the divine pedagogy, each lesson begins with God's invitation through Sacred Scripture
and leads children to reflect on his Word, study it in Sacred Tradition, and respond with a lived
faith.
►Developmentally Responsive and Appropriate
Written by a team of experts in child psychology, education and theology, Alive in
Christ incorporates the most trusted research on how children learn and communicate. Faith
concepts are presented at important developmental "windows"—ages when research in child
development tells us that learning about a particular topic would be most effective.
►Putting Faith into Practice
Activities and questions throughout each lesson prompt children to relate knowledge of our faith
with their life experience so they can apply the many ways we worship, live, pray, and serve
together as Catholics.
►Complete and Purposeful Approach to Prayer and Worship
At every grade level, Alive in Christ intentionally incorporates the five basic forms of prayer and
provides complete lessons on Church feasts and seasons.
►Tools for Involving Families in Children's Faith Formation
The "Family + Faith" page and an extensive website give families the tools they need to know
what their children are learning, talk about their Catholic faith, and recognize ways they can apply
it to their daily lives.
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CURRICULUM & RELIGION EDUCATION GOALS

The curriculum of our program centers on God’s good news revealed in Jesus Christ through Sacred
Scripture and Tradition, Catholic doctrine and morality, the Church’s Liturgy, and in the community
and lived experiences of the faithful.  The Catholic Christian message is presented in it’s entirely,
while adapted to the capacity of the learners.  Through religious education, our parish school of
religion hopes to enable the students to hear the message of hope contained in the gospel and to base
their love and service of God and neighbor upon this message. Through the witness and teaching of
priests, administrators, catechists, family and the entire parish community, all can come to discover
what it means to live a life of prayer, community, and service reflective of the gospel message.

Goals
1. To teach the doctrines of the Catholic Church which includes-

a. The person of Christ and His message of salvation, including the mysteries of the Triune
God-the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit

b. The sacraments
c. Worship and prayer
d. Sacred Scripture
e. The life of grace
f. The moral life
g. Evangelization and building the Kingdom of God
h. Mary and the Saints
i. Death, judgment and eternity

2. To create a Christian environment that will assist children and youth in understanding and
experiencing the Church as faith community, so that they will grow in their personal relationship
and intimacy with Jesus, be knowledgeable of their faith, and integrate these beliefs and traditions
into their personal lives to bring forth the Kingdom of God in the world

3. To prepare young people for full and active participation in the liturgy and to develop in them an
appreciation for individual and communal prayer.

4. To contribute to the young person’s formation of conscience, both personal and social, in light of
the moral teachings of the Church.

5. To instill in children and youth a sense of mission, evangelization, and a concern for others that
lead to Christian service and Christian action for justice.

6. To foster a sense of vocation in young people, eager to live out their baptismal commitment
according to their calling.

7. To encourage and compliment parents who bear the primary responsibility for the religious
education of their children.
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Grade:K

Goals:
1. Students will show respect for themselves, families, and friends.

2. Students will express appreciation and respect for God’s gift of creation.

3. Students will explore the Bible’s message of God’s love and demonstrate a response to
that love by how they live as friends of Jesus.

4. Students will explore religious holidays and Church customs and rituals.

5. Students will learn that Jesus is the Son of God.

6. Students will learn that Mary is Jesus' mother, the mother of God and our mother too.

7. Students will learn that Joseph is Jesus’ stepfather and protector of the family.

Content topics: Knowledge/Skills/ Values

1. Respect
2. Differences/Similarities
3. Appreciation for life and family
4. Tolerance/Forgiveness
5. Patience
6. Scripture Stories: Creation, Nativity and Holy Family
7. Advent/Christmas
8. Lent/Easter
9. Baptism as the entrance to God’s family/ Symbols of Baptism
10. Mass as the weekly celebration of God’s family
11.        Old Testament Bible stories
12.        New Testament parables

Book:  Allelu! OSV

Prayers:
Introduced: Mastered
Sign of the Cross Sign of the Cross
Our Father Our Father
Hail Mary
Glory Be
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Grade 1

Goals:

1. Students will express an understanding that God has revealed himself as Trinity, three persons in
one God: The Father as Creator, Son the Savior, Holy Spirit the Helper.

2. Students will tell how Jesus shows us who God is and teaches us how to live.

3. Students will identify Mary as the Mother of Jesus and our mother.

4. Students will express understanding of the Incarnation – that Jesus was both human and divine.

5. Students will show understanding that Jesus started the Church.

6. Students will describe prayer as listening and talking to God and will memorize and recite
traditional prayers of the Church:  Sign of the Cross, Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be.

7. Students will define Baptism as the first sacrament giving us God’s life (grace) and joining us to
the family of the Catholic Church.

8. Students will identify the Bible as a collection of holy books through which God speaks to us.

9. Students will show respect for creation and for all life, especially human life.

10. Students will identify the Mass as the weekly celebration of God’s family.

11. Students will explore religious holidays and Church customs and rituals.

12. Students will show understanding of Saints in the church.

Content Topics: Knowledge / Skills / Values

1.    Bible: Stories: Nativity, ministry, death and resurrection
2.    Helpers in our Church family: priests and sisters
3.    Community
4. Forgiveness
5.    Mary as Mother of God and our mother
6.   Church tour and church etiquette
7.   Liturgical seasons

Resources, Activities, Assessments:
Alive in Christ, OSV
https://aliveinchrist.osv.com/

Prayers Introduced Mastered:
Prayer to My Guardian Angel Hail Mary
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Grade 2

Goals:
1. Students will recount examples of how Jesus reveals God’s mercy, love, and forgiveness through his life and

teachings.

2. Students will recount the teachings of Jesus and the events of his life that resulted in his gift of the Eucharist.

3. Students will express an understanding of right and wrong (sin) and express feelings of sorrow and contrition
following the guidance of our faith tradition, e. g., the Ten Commandments.

4. Students will relate Reconciliation to healing and forgiveness and express a positive feeling and desire to
celebrate the sacrament of First Reconciliation.

5. Students will express understanding of the Eucharist as meal, thanksgiving, and sacrifice, and profess belief in
the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist as they celebrate their First Communion.

6. Students will participate actively in the celebration of the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist
as the community worship of the Church.

7. Students will express understanding that the Mass is the great celebration of the Church.

8. Students will express understanding and profess the belief that participation in weekend Eucharist is the key
gift, privilege, and expression of being Catholic.

9. Students will memorize the Act of Contrition and recite Mass responses.

Content Topics: Knowledge / Skills / Values

1. Forgiveness
2. Reconciliation
3. 10 Commandments as rules to love God and love other people
4. Bible as the library of the written word of God
5. Bible Stories: Jesus feed the multitudes, Prodigal Son, Last Supper, Zacchaeus, Good Shepherd
6. Parts of the Mass: Liturgy of the Word, Liturgy of the Eucharist
7. Baptism as the entrance to God’s family
8. Eucharist as the next step in initiation into God’s family
9. Mary: Mother of the Church, Mother of God

Resources, Activities, Assessments:
Alive in Christ Grade 2 https://aliveinchrist.osv.com/

Activities:
Parent meeting in preparation for Reconciliation – September 6, 2022 7:00pm in Church
Celebration of First Reconciliation – January 10, 2023 6:30pm in Church
Parent/Child Workshop, Parent meeting and Pinning Ceremony in preparation for Eucharist –February 11, 2023
First Communion practice April 10, 2023 during PSR, Celebration of First Eucharist – April 15, 2023 10:00am
Agape Celebration – April 17, 2023, May procession – May 8, 2023

Prayers Introduced Mastered
The Rosary Glory Be
Act of Contrition Prayer to My Guardian Angel
Apostles Creed Act of Contrition
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Grade 3

Goals:

1. Students will identify the Church as the People of God, the Communion of Saints, and the Mystical Body
of Christ.

2. Students will describe major events in the history of the Church and explain how they relate to our own
life in the Church.

3. Students will describe major events of the early Church as recounted in the Acts of the Apostles.
4. Students will relate the Pentecost event, recognizing it as the coming of the Holy Spirit, the birthday of the

Church, and the promise that the Holy Spirit continues to be present in the Church and in individuals
today.

5. Students will describe and express understanding of the Marks of the Church and recognize that the Marks
verify the Church’s intimate relationship with Jesus Christ.

6. Students will recognize the structure of the liturgical year and its influence on liturgical celebrations.
7. Students will express understanding that participation in weekend Mass sustains the Church as the Body of

Christ and is the essential expression of a practicing Catholic.
8. Students will distinguish between various vocations, ministries, and positions in the Church.
9. Students will describe the structure and hierarchy of the Church.
10. Students will memorize and express understanding of the Apostles Creed.
11. Students will describe the structure of the rosary and pray the rosary.
12. Students will demonstrate respect and reverence for all life.

Content Topics: Knowledge / Skills / Values
1.  Scripture: Acts of the Apostles, Miracles of Jesus, Good Samaritan, Old Testament as the story of

Covenant, New Testament as story of Jesus life and works.
2.  Communion of Saints, Mary the Mother of the Church, Our Lady of Guadalupe as Patroness of the

Americas
3.  Marks of the Church
4.  Trinity, with emphasis on the Holy Spirit
5. Sacraments: as initiation, forgiveness, and service/ministry
6. Celebrate rituals and sacraments of the Church, especially Eucharist and Reconciliation

Resources, Activities, Assessments:
Alive in Christ Grade 3 https://aliveinchrist.osv.com/
Sacraments

Reconciliation – During PSR Classes in the Fall & Spring
Eucharist            Weekly Sunday attendance

Prayers Introduced
The Angelus

Hail Holy Queen
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Grade 4

Goals:
1. Students will memorize and express understanding of the Law of Love, the Ten Commandments, and
the Precepts of the Church as guides for Christian living.
2. Students will demonstrate knowledge, understanding, and application of the Beatitudes, the Corporal
and Spiritual Works of Mercy, and Social Justice principals as guides for Christian living.
3. Students will demonstrate knowledge of sin: venial and mortal, personal and social.
4. Students will apply Christian principles when making decisions.
5. Students will express knowledge and understanding of right and wrong, the role of conscience, and
the ongoing challenge to grow in virtue.
6. Students will read and reflect on Scripture passages related to forgiveness.
7. Students will express understanding that the Sacrament of Reconciliation celebrate the loving mercy
of God and that they are truly forgiven.
8. Students will recite the Angelus and have knowledge of the Stations of the Cross and all the
Mysteries of the Rosary.
9. Students will express understanding and appreciation that Jesus came to show us how to live, and
that he redeemed us through his Passion, Death, and Resurrection (Paschal Mystery).
10. Students will recognize that God’s covenant relationship with his people is based on unconditional
love.
11. Students will acknowledge that Mary is the perfect model of discipleship.

Content Topics: Knowledge / Skills / Values

1. Bible stories: Good Samaritan, Vine and the Branches, Sermon on the Mount - Beatitudes
2. Scripture: structure, God as author, writing of books, types of literature
3. Ten Commandments as covenant with Moses
4. Laws of the Church
5. Mysteries of the Rosary as recalling the events in the life of Christ and his mother Mary
6. Sin: venial and mortal, personal and social
7. Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy
8. Appreciation of the liturgical seasons of the year
9. Saints, Mary: Assumption, Immaculate Conception
10. Pentecost as the coming of the Spirit and the birthday of the Church

Resources, Activities, Assessments:
Alive in Christ Grade 4 https://aliveinchrist.osv.com/
Sacraments

Reconciliation – During PSR Classes in the Fall & Spring
Eucharist            Weekly Sunday attendance
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Grade 5

Goals:
1. Students will explain the meaning of the sacraments and them

communal dimension.

2. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the Real Presence of
Christ in the Eucharist and the Eucharist as central to Catholic life.

3. Students will describe the celebration and symbols of the seven sacraments.

4. Students will refer to and reflect upon Scripture texts relating to the
ministry, life, death and resurrection of Jesus.

5. Students will describe sacraments as life-giving signs of God’s gift of
grace.

6. Students will examine the Creed as a summary of Christian beliefs.

7. Students will identify and express positive feelings about the Church’s teaching on peace
and justice and respect life issues.

Content Topics: Knowledge / Attitudes / Values

1. Scripture: Gospels
2. Definition of Sacraments and the sacramentality of all creation
3. Appreciate the centrality of the Eucharist in the life of the person and the Church
4. Grace as a sharing in the Life of God
5. Mary: Immaculate Conception as Patroness of the U.S.
6. Nicene Creed
7. Structure and prayers of the Mass
8. Personal response to ministry of Baptism through service

Resources, Activities, Assessments
Alive in Christ Grade 5 https://aliveinchrist.osv.com/
Bible
Assessment: ACRE I

Sacraments
Reconciliation – During PSR Classes in the Fall & Spring
Eucharist              Weekly Mass attendance
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Grade 6

Goals:
1. Students will describe the structure of the Bible, locate passages, and name the various

literary forms in Scripture.

2. Students will describe the meaning of “covenant” and how God remains faithful to us in
our lives.

3. Students will identify the patriarchs and matriarchs of the Old Testament and describe their
contributions to the growth of our faith.

4. Students will show appreciation for the Bible as the inspired word of God.

5. Students will apply the teachings and lessons of Scripture to their lives by responding to
the needs of others and by being people of service.

6. Students will identify Jesus as the fulfillment of the Old Testament Covenant.

Content Topics: Knowledge / Skills / Values

1. Structure of the Bible
2. Sacred events and significant persons in Scripture
3. Literary forms of the Bible
4. Concept of covenant
5. Ten Commandments
6. Prayer: spontaneous, using Psalms and other Scripture
7. Social teaching of the common good and dignity of the human person

Resources, Activities, Assessments:
Alive in Christ Grade 6 https://aliveinchrist.osv.com/
Bible

Sacraments
Reconciliation – During PSR Classes in the Fall & Spring
Eucharist            Weekly Sunday attendance

Prayers Mastered
Apostles Creed
The Angelus
Hail Holy Queen
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Grade 7

Goals:
1. Students will express the development of a personal relationship with Jesus.

2. Students will identify parables and teachings of Jesus in Scripture and describe how
these apply to one’s own faith life.

3. Students will analyze the customs and way of life at the time of Jesus.

4. Students will show respect for life from conception, through each stage of growth
throughout life, to physical death.

5. Students will share their time, talent and treasure in service to the community in
response to the Gospel call.

6. Students will demonstrate an understanding of Church history.

7. Students will choose to commit themselves to preparation for the sacrament of
Confirmation.

Content Topics: Knowledge / Skills / Values

1. Scripture as God’s self-revelation
2. Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Suffering Servant

The Church as a Community of Faith
3. Councils and great leaders of the Church
4. Witness and service
5. Participation in various models of prayer and planning of liturgies
6. Saints, apostles, Mary and other followers of Jesus

Resources, Activities, Assessment:
Alive in Christ Grade 7 https://aliveinchrist.osv.com/
Theology of the Body for Junior high
Bible

Activities: Spring Confirmation meeting for parents and students

Sacraments
Reconciliation – During PSR Classes in the Fall & Spring
Eucharist Weekly Sunday attendance

Prayers Introduced
Prayer to the Holy Spirit
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Grade 8

Goals:
1. Students will express openness to the Holy Spirit and a deeper understanding of the

working of the Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit in their lives.
2. Students will apply knowledge of Catholic teachings to moral decision making.
3. Students will demonstrate knowledge of and readiness to commit themselves to celebrate

the sacrament of Confirmation.
4. Students will share their time, talent and treasure in service to the community in response

to the Gospel call.
5. Students will demonstrate respect for life from conception, through each stage of human

development, to physical death.

Content Topics: Knowledge / Skills / Values
1. Confirmation
2. Creeds
3. Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit
4. Laws of the church
5. Ten Commandments
6. Law of Love
7. Beatitudes
8. Spiritual and corporal Works of Mercy
9. Saints and their witness to the faith

Resources, Activities, Assessments
Alive in Christ Grade 8 https://aliveinchrist.osv.com/ (resource only)
Chosen by Ascension Press
Theology of the Body for Junior High
Bible

Activities:
Parent/student/sponsor meeting – October 11, 2022 7:00pm in Church
Confirmation Retreat – October 16, 2022 9:30am-4:40pm
Confirmation Interview – April 2023
Minimum of 25 Service hours
Celebration of Confirmation – May 4, 2023

Assessment: ACRE II

Sacraments
Reconciliation – During PSR Classes in the spring

Eucharist            Weekly Mass attendance
Confirmation      May 4, 2023

Prayers Mastered
Prayer to the Holy Spirit
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Prayer in our School

Prayer is an important part of our school. Each week individual classes will begin with prayer.
Occasionally, prayer may be said over the loudspeaker for the entire school to participate as one. Children
will also attend prayer services and liturgies throughout the year. Children will learn the different forms
of prayer, which consists of praise, petition, thanksgiving and contrition.

Starting in kindergarten, students will begin memorizing specific prayers. The following is a list of
prayers to be memorized by the students, the grade level at which the prayers are to be introduced for the
first time, and the grade level at which the prayer should be memorized.

One of the best ways for children to learn these prayers is to say them every day. Parents are also
encouraged to volunteer with the testing of the prayers in the classroom. Prayers will be reviewed and
tested each year after mastery is expected.

Grade Grade
Introduced Mastered

Sign of the Cross K K
Our Father K K
Hail Mary K 1
Glory Be K 2
Prayer to My Guardian Angel 1 2
The Rosary 2 4
Act of Contrition 2 2
Apostles Creed 2 6
The Angelus 3 6
Hail Holy Queen 3 6
Prayer to the Holy Spirit 3 8
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PRAYERS

The Sign of the Cross
In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our Father
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass
against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
Amen.

Hail Mary
Hail Mary, full of grace,
the Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou among women,
and blessed is the Fruit
of thy womb, Jesus
Holy Mary, Mother of God,
pray for us sinners, now,
and at the hour of our death.
Amen.

Glory Be
Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Grace Before Meals
Bless us, o Lord,
and these Your gifts,
which we are about to receive
from Your bounty,
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Grace after Meals
We give You thanks for these
and all Your gifts,
almighty God.
You live and rule forever.
Amen.

Prayer to My Guardian Angel
Angel of God, my guardian dear,
to whom God’s love commits me here,
ever this day be at my side,
to light, to guard, to rule, to guide.
Amen.

Act of Contrition
O my God, I am sorry for my sins
with all my heart.
In choosing to do wrong,
and failing to do good,
I have sinned against You
whom I should love above all things.
I firmly intend, with Your help,
to do penance, to sin no more,
and to avoid whatever leads me to sin.
Amen
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The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
He descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again
from the dead.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen

Salve Regina (Hail Holy Queen)
Hail Holy Queen, Mother of mercy,
hail to life, our sweetness, and our hope,
To you we cry, the children of Eve;
to you we send up our sighs,
morning and weeping in this land of exile.
Turn then most gracious advocate,
your eyes of mercy toward us;
lead us home at last
and show us the blessed Fruit of your womb,
Jesus.
pray for us who turn to you for hope.

The Angelus
Leader: The angel spoke God’s message

To Mary
Response: And she conceived of the Holy

Spirit.
Hail Mary…

Leader: “I am the lowly servant of the
Lord:

Response: let it be done to me according to
your word”
Hail Mary…

Leader: And the Word became flesh
Response:  and lived among us.

Hail Mary …
Leader:  Pray for us, holy Mother of God,

Response:  that we may become worthy of
the promises of Christ.

Let us pray.
Lord,
fill our hearts with your grace:
Once, through the message of an angel
you revealed to us the incarnation of your
Son;
now, through his suffering and death
lead us to the glory of his resurrection.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen

Prayer to the Holy Spirit
Come Holy Spirit,
fill the hearts of your faithful,
and kindle in them the fire of Your love.
Send forth Your Spirit
and they shall be created,
and You will renew the face of the earth.
Lord, by the light of the Holy Spirit,
You have taught the hearts of Your faithful.
In the same Spirit,
help us to relish what is right,
and always rejoice in Your consolation.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen
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THE ROSARY

The rosary helps us to pray to Jesus through Mary.  When we pray the Rosary, we think about special
events called mysteries, in the lives of Jesus and Mary.  The Rosary is made up of a string of beads and a
crucifix.

How to Pray the Rosary
1. Holding the crucifix, pray the sign of the cross and the Apostle’s Creed.
2. On the first bead, pray the Our Father.
3. Pray three Hail Marys and one Glory Be on the next three beads.
4. On the next single bead, think about the first mystery and then pray the Our Father.
5. Pray ten Hail Marys on the next ten beads and then say one Glory Be.
6. Repeat steps 4 & 5 until you have said all five mysteries.
7. Pray the Hail, Holy Queen
8. Pray the Sign of the Cross.

THE MYSTERIES OF THE ROSARY
The Joyful Mysteries (Monday and Saturday)

1. The Annunciation – “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you” Luke 1:28
2. The Visitation – Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and said, “Most

blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.” Luke 1:41-42
3. The Nativity –She gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped Him in swaddling clothes and

laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. Luke 2:7
4. The Presentation – When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of

Moses, they took Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord, just as it is written in the law
of the Lord.  “Every male that opens the womb shall be consecrated to the Lord.” Luke 2:22-23

5. Finding Jesus in the Temple – After three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the
midst of the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. Luke 2:46

The Sorrowful Mysteries (Tuesday and Friday)
1. The Agony in the Garden – He was in such agony and He prayed so fervently that His sweat

became like drops of blood falling on the ground. When He rose from prayer and returned to His
disciples, He found them sleeping. Luke 22: 44-45

2. The Scourging at the Pillar – Jesus is beat with whips. Then Pilate took Jesus and had Him
scourged. John 19:1

3. The Crowning of Thorns – They stripped off His clothes and threw a scarlet military cloak
about Him. Weaving a crown out of thorns, they placed it on His head, and a reed in His right
hand. Matthew 27:28-29

4. The Carrying of the Cross – And carrying the cross Himself, He went out to what is called the
Place of the Skull, In Hebrew, Golgotha. John 19:17

5. The Crucifixion – Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Father, into Your hands I commend My
spirit, and when He had said this He breathed His last. Luke 23:46
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The Luminous Mysteries (Thursday)
1. The Baptism of Jesus – After Jesus was baptized…the heavens were opened and he saw the

Spirit of God descending like a dove, coming upon Him. And a voice came from the heavens,
saying “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased. Matthew 3:16-17

2. The Wedding at Cana – His mother said to the servers, “Do whatever He tells you” …Jesus
told them, “Fill the jars with water.” So they filled them to the brim.
John 2:5-7

3. Proclaiming the Kingdom – “As you go, make this proclamation: “the kingdom of heaven is at
hand. Core the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, and drive our demons. Without cost you
have received, without cost you are to give.” Matthew 10:7-8.

4. The Transfiguration – While He was praying His face changed in appearance and His clothing
became dazing white. Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is My chosen Son;
listen to Him. Luke 9:29, 35

5. The Institution of the Eucharist – Then He took the bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave
it to them, saying, “This is My body, which will be given for you…”And likewise the cup after
they had eaten, saying, “this cup is the new covenant in My blood.” Luke 22:19-20

The Glorious Mysteries (Wednesday and Saturday)
1. The Resurrection – “Do not be amazed! You seek Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified. He has been

raised.  He is not here.  Behold the place where they laid Him.” Mark 16:6
2. The Ascension – So then the Lord Jesus, after He spoke to them, was taken up into heaven and

took His seat at the right hand of God. Mark 16:19
3. The Descent of the Holy Spirit – And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to

speak in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim. Acts 2:4
4. The Assumption of Mary – At the end of her life on earth, Mary is taken body and soul into

heaven. “You are the glory of Jerusalem! You are the great boast of our nation! You have done
good things for Israel, and God is pleased with them, May the Almighty Lord bless you forever!
Judith 15:9-10

5. The Coronation –Mary is crowned as Queen of Heaven and Earth. A great sign appeared in the
sky, a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of
twelve stars. Revelation 12:1

THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS
1. Jesus is condemned to Death
2. Jesus takes up His Cross
3. Jesus Falls the First Time
4. Jesus Meets His Sorrowful Mother
5. Simon of Cyrene Helps Jesus Carry

the Cross
6. Veronica Wipes the Face of Jesus
7. Jesus Falls the Second Time
8. Jesus Meets the Women of Jerusalem

9. Jesus Falls the Third Time
10.Jesus is Stripped of His Garments
11.Jesus is Nailed to the Cross
12.Jesus Dies on the Cross
13.Jesus is Taken Down from the Cross
14.Jesus is Laid in the Tomb
15.The Resurrection of Jesus
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THE SEVEN SACRAMENTS
Sacraments of initiation:

1. Baptism –In baptism we are born into new life in Christ. Baptism takes away original sin;
makes us members of the Church and we receive the Holy Spirit.  Its sign is water.

2. Confirmation –Confirmation seals our life of faith in Jesus. Its signs are the laying on of hands
and the anointing with oil.

3. Eucharist – The Eucharist nourishes our life of faith. We receive the Body and Blood of Christ.
Its signs are bread and wine.

Sacraments of Healing:
4 Reconciliation – Through Reconciliation we receive God’s forgiveness. The sacrament requires

being sorry for our sins (contrition). The signs of the sacrament are our confession of sins,
absolution by the priest and penance.

5 Anointing of the Sick – This sacrament unites a sick person’s sufferings with those of Jesus. Oil
is the sign of this sacrament. A person is anointed with oil and receives the laying on of hands
from a priest.

Sacraments of Service:
6 Matrimony – In marriage, a baptized man and woman are united with each other as a sign of the

unity between Jesus and his Church. Matrimony requires the consent of the couple, as expressed
in the marriage vows.  The couple is the sign of this sacrament.

7 Holy Orders – Men are ordained priests to be leaders of the community or deacons to be
reminder of our baptismal call to serve others. The signs of this sacrament are the laying on of
hands and the prayer asking God for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit by the bishop.

THE SOCIAL TEACHINGS OF THE CHURCH
The Church’s social teaching shows us how to build a just society and live holy lives amid the
challenges of the modern world.
The Life and Dignity of the Human Person – All human life is sacred, and all people must be
respected and valued over material goods.
The Call to Family, Community, and Participation –Participation in family and community is central
to our faith and to a healthy society.  Families must be supported so that people can participate in
society, build a community spirit, and promote the well-being of all, especially the poor and vulnerable.
Rights and Responsibilities – Every person has a right to life as well as a right to those things required
for human decency.  As Catholics, we have a responsibility to protect these basic human rights in order
to achieve a healthy society.
Option for the Poor and Vulnerable – As Catholics, we are called to pay special attention to the needs
of the poor by defending and promoting their dignity and by meeting their immediate material needs.
The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers – The basic rights of workers must be respected: the
right to work, fair wages and private property, and the right to organize join unions and pursue economic
opportunity.
Solidarity – Because God is our Father, we are all brothers and sisters with the responsibility to care for
one another.
Care for God’s Creation – God is the creator of all people and all things, and he wants us to enjoy his
creation.
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AN EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE
An examination of conscience is the act of looking prayerfully into our hearts to ask how we have hurt
our relationship with God and other people through our thoughts, words and actions.  We reflect on the
Ten Commandments and the teachings of the Church.
We ask the questions:
My Relationship with God

1 Do I turn to God during the day, especially when I am tempted?
2 Do I participate at Mass?  Do I pray often and read the bible?
3 Do I use God’s name with reverence?

My relationship with others
4 Have I set a bad example through my words and actions?
5 Do I treat others fairly?  Do I spread rumors that hurt other people?
6 Am I respectful to my family, neighbors, friends and those in authority?
7 Do I value human life? Do I promote peace? Do I avoid talking about others in ways that

could
harm them?

8 Do I show respect for my body and for the bodies of others?
9 Do I keep away from forms of entertainment that do not respect God’s gift of sexuality?
10 Have I taken or damaged anything that didn’t belong to me? Do I show concern for the

poor?
11 Do I show concern for the environment and care for it as God has asked me to?
12 Have I cheated or copied homework?
13 Have I stolen anything?
14 Do I hold grudges and try to hurt people who I think have hurt me?

HOW TO MAKE A GOOD CONFESSION
An examination of conscience is an important part of preparing for the sacrament of Reconciliation. The sacrament of
Reconciliation includes the following steps:

1 We examine our conscience and are sorry for our sins.
2 We greet the priest and we pray the Sign of the Cross.
3 We confess our sins.  The priest talks to us and may counsel us.
4 The priest gives us a penance to perform. Penance is an act of kindness or prayers to pray, or

both.
5 The priest asks us to express our sorrow, usually by reciting the Act of Contrition.
6 We receive absolution.  We respond “Amen”
7 The priest dismisses us by saying “God in peace”. We go forth to perform the act of penance

he has given us.
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POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

CLASS TIMES
Traditional Weekly PSR Classes-for Grades 2-8 are offered Mondays, 6:15pm- 7:30pm, Kindergarten
and 1st grade will end at 7:20pm.  An additional 8 th grade Confirmation class is offered on Sunday
evening from 6-7:30pm from mid August through the first week in May.
Family Catechesis Program-for grades 3-7 are offered once a month on Sunday mornings from
10:45am- 12:00pm. The dates for the Family Catechesis are: August 29, Sept 26, Oct 17, Nov 21, Dec
12, Jan 9, Feb 13, March 13, April 10 and May 1.
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a program for children ages 3-9.  Level 1 is offered on Sunday
mornings from 9:15-10:45am and Level 2 is offered on Thursday afternoons 4:30-5:45pm.
Home Schooling – This option is for families who want to teach their child at home and want to stay
connected to our religious education program.  Parents of children in 2nd and 8th grade preparing for their
sacraments will need to attend all required parent meetings and children will need to attend all necessary
events.  Parents and children will need to meet with the Director throughout the year.

ADMISSION
The Parish School of Religion (PSR) is open to registered parishioners whose children attend public school.
For admission into the kindergarten religion program, the child should be five years of age before August 1
or should be enrolled in a kindergarten program elsewhere. For admission into first grade, the child should be
six years of age before August.1. At registration, a baptismal certificate and any other sacramental
information is needed along with the completed registration form, an IEP, and any necessary health forms.
Registration is considered complete when a family is registered in the parish, all paperwork is on file, and at
least a partial payment is made. Tuition assistance is available for families in need. No family will be refused
admission for inability to pay fees, if they are having financial difficulties, but we ask that everyone pay what
they can so that we can keep our tuition affordable to all.  Financial arrangements and considerations can be
made through the PSR office.

TRANSFER FROM A CATHOLIC SCHOOL
If a child is transferring from the parish elementary school an internal transfer of records between the school
and parish school of religion does not require parent/guardian written permission.

TRANSFER FROM ANOTHER PARISH
If a Catholic family is registered in a different parish, the family must obtain verification of permission from
their pastor before acceptance can be granted.  There are occasions, such as scheduling conflicts which might
make such transfers necessary.

ADMISSION OF CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
Our goal at Sts. Joachim and Ann is to assist parents/guardians with the religious education of every child.
The norm is that students with special needs are integrated into the religion programs and sacramental
celebration of the parish. The goal of all religious education is to present Christ’s love and teaching to each
person in as full and as rich a manner as he/she can assimilate. Parents/guardians should give complete
information about the special needs of the student in order to help determine what steps are necessary
and feasible to meet the student’s educational needs. In order to determine what is best for the student in
these circumstances, parents/guardians need to sign a statement that authorizes the PSR to request (continued
on next page)
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ADMISSION OF CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS (CONTINUED)
information from an agency or specialist required for educational planning or monitoring progress of the
student, as well as authorizing the release to the PSR a copy of the child's evaluation report, IEP/ISP or
similar plan, and/or other pertinent information concerning the child’s special needs. The PSR program may
provide an aide to accompany the child in the classroom or offer individual tutoring.  The DRE determines
whether the PSR can meet the need within the regular classes, or if an alternative religious education would
be beneficial.

ADMISSION OF HOME-SCHOOLED STUDENTS
Parents who homeschool their child, either for total education or for religious education, must provide
evidence that the child has been receiving regular instruction and sacramental preparation.  The child’s
placement shall be determined by a review of the materials and by an interview with the child and his/her
parents/guardian.  Usually the grade level placement is consistent with the child’s age, with adjustments as
needed. It is strongly recommended that children preparing for their sacraments attend the weekly PSR
classes.  Children who home school during sacramental grades will need to meet with the DRE throughout
the year for assessment.

REGISTRATION
Registration will take place in the spring and is due by June 30, 2023.  A $25 late fee will be added to
registrations not received by this date. Families that are new to the parish or those enrolling kindergarten
students may register beginning April 15, 2023.  Online registration is on the parish website
www.stsja.org/psr.
Current PSR registration fees for Grades K through 8 are:

Kindergarten only                                                                      $110.00
One student $200.00
Two students $285.00
Three students $350.00
Confirmation (Private schools/home school) $ 25.00
Sacramental Fee (2nd and 8th grade) $ 25.00
Registration fee (nonrefundable) $ 30.00

Eighth grade students who attend private Catholic schools other than Sts. Joachim and Ann are expected to
attend four confirmation classes during PSR, participate in the Confirmation retreat and attend all necessary
meetings and practices before Confirmation.

TUITION
Tuition payment can be paid in full or made through payment plans of 3 or 5 payments.  To enroll in the
payment plan, you must do recurring payments through Online Giving.
https://osvhub.com/stsja/giving/funds

TUITION REFUND POLICY
Full tuition will be reimbursed until September 1.
¾ tuition will be reimbursed until September 30.
No refunds will be given after October 1.
Please inform the PSR office in writing if your child is withdrawing from the program.
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Financial assistance is available to families who are experiencing financial difficulties.  Financial assistance
forms are on the parish website stsja.org/psr.  A financial assistance form should be filled out and turned in
along with a $30 non refundable registration fee. Families will be awarded need based scholarships and may
be asked to make smaller monthly payments throughout the year. Families on assistance should be active
practicing Catholics. Support to the PSR program can be made through service of time and talent.
Contact the PSR office for more information.

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMS
Sts. Joachim and Ann PSR and Day School prepare for Sacraments during a two-year period and receive
together the following sacraments:  2nd grade: First Reconciliation and First Eucharist and
8th grade: Confirmation. Enrollment in the sacramental programs begins in first and seventh grade.
Completion of weekly assignments and other required work is necessary for reception of the sacraments.
Parental involvement is expected through participation in the various activities suggested by the
catechists as well as weekly attendance at Mass. At least one parent of each child is required to be
present at the parent meetings in preparation for the sacraments. Children who miss the first or seventh
grade and any intermediate grade are expected to complete an at-home workbook, provided at the cost
of $20. The Director will review the work before the sacrament is received. Children in grades 3-8 who
have not received their sacraments will be placed in a 2-year sacramental preparation class.

The following are important Sacramental dates for parents of 2nd graders:
First Reconciliation Parent Meeting 7:00 PM Tuesday, September 6, 2022
First Reconciliation 7:00 PM Tuesday, January 10, 2023
Second Grade Workshop & Pinning Ceremony 9-11:30am             Saturday, February 11, 2023
First Communion Practice during PSR Monday, April 10, 2023
First Communion -10:00AM Saturday April 15, 2023

WHAT TO WEAR FOR FIRST RECONCILIATION
Students are expected to wear “church clothes”.  No jeans, sweat pants, or athletic gear.
Girls:  A dress or skirt and blouse or slacks and a blouse
Boys: Dress pants and a shirt.  No tie or jacket is required.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
The purpose for white attire is to remind all of their Baptismal garments.  Students will profess their faith and
enter into their second step of Christian Initiation.
Girls: White dress: No longer than tea length.  No junior bridesmaid dresses.  Bodice must be covered and
not see through.  Short sleeves OK but no spaghetti straps.  Veil optional.  No gloves or purses.
Boys:  Dark pants.  Long or short sleeve white shirt. Dark tie. No jackets.

CONFIRMATION PREPARATION
The following is for 7th grade students and their parents
Confirmation Meeting and Rite of Enrollment 7:00 PM Church                       Spring 2023
The follow are important dates for parents, sponsors and eighth grade students
Confirmation Parent Sponsor Candidate Meeting 7:00 PM in Church           October 11, 2022
Confirmation Retreat    9:30am-4:30pm                                                                October 16, 2022
Confirmation 7:00PM in Church May 4, 2023
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The dress guidelines for Confirmation at Sts. Joachim and Ann are:
Boys: dress pants, NO jeans or cargo pants.  (Pants are not to be worn in a baggy fashion.)  dress shirt, nice
shoes (no athletic shoes), tie (optional, but recommended), jacket (optional). NO tuxedos.
Girls: dress, skirt/top or pants suit- modest in appearance. No formals or semi-formals.  Shoulders must be
covered.

7TH & 8TH GRADE CONFIRMATION PREPARATION
7th & 8th grade will use a combination of the Chosen DVD series, Theology of the Body by Ascension
Press and a variety of activities throughout the year. An 8th grade Confirmation retreat will be held on
October 16, 2022.

CONFIRMATION ASSIGNMENTS
Beginning in the spring of the 7th grade year, parents and students will receive information on the
sacrament of Confirmation.  Students will be asked to begin the following preparation before the fall of
their 8th grade year:

● Choose a Sponsor – specific guidelines for Sponsors are included in the Confirmation handbook
given at the Confirmation meeting in the spring.

● Ask the Sponsor to complete the Sponsor Recommendation Form
● Begin researching saints – a variety of saints can be found in books and online at

catholicsaints.com

LITURGY
Several liturgical and sacramental opportunities are available throughout the school year.  We will have an
Opening Prayer Service, Advent Prayer Service and Closing Prayer Service during the school year.  Children
in grades 3-8 will have the opportunity to receive Reconciliation during Advent and Lent.  In addition to the
prayers in the classroom, children will attend prayer services at various times throughout the year, be able to
participate in Adoration, partake in the rosary, and meditate on the Stations of the Cross. For the most part,
PSR classes are instructional classes.  Children will receive the bulk of their liturgical training and
upbringing by attending Mass weekly as a family.  When parents requested baptism for their child, they took
baptismal vows promising God to raise their child in the Catholic faith. Parents should take this baptismal
promise seriously by attending Mass weekly and receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation often. Children as
young as Kindergarten can receive a blessing from the priest during communion. The child who has not
received their First Communion can stand in line with a parent and cross their arms over their chest when
they approach the priest to receive a blessing. Having young children wait for this special sacrament builds a
desire in their heart for Jesus. Parents who are not Catholic, but who wish to learn more about the Catholic
faith are encouraged to attend the RCIA program, which begins in the fall each year.  For more information
about the RCIA program, contact one of the priests at 636-441-7503.

ATTENDANCE POLICY & ABSENTEE PROCEDURES
Regular attendance is important to your child's education. If a child is unable to attend class due to illness or
family emergency, the parents are asked to call the PSR office the day of class at 636 926-0021 or email
psr@stsja.org to report the intended absence.  The student's name will be added to the "Excused Absence"
list. At the beginning of each class, teachers will send to the office, a list of absent students.   For the
children's safety, phone calls will be made to check on unreported absentees. Excessive absences will need to
be made up in order for the child to advance to the next grade.  A parent can let their child’s teacher know if
he/she will be missing several classes due to sickness or unavoidable circumstances, so that make up work
(continued on next page)
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ATTENDANCE POLICY & ABSENTEE PROCEDURES (CONTINUED)
can be done.  An attendance record is kept on each child, and those missing class will be asked to make up
class work. The teacher will report excessive absences to the Religious Education Office. Please inform us in
writing if you need to pick up your child early from the program for any reason. Students should not arrive at
school any earlier than 15 minutes before class begins.  All students should wait outside the classroom until
the teacher is present. There should never be students inside a classroom without a teacher or adult volunteer
present. Being on time is important to the continuity of good education and teaches the child responsibility.
Classes are only one hour and fifteen minutes, so it is important that the student arrive on time.  Students
arriving after the bell will be counted tardy.

DROP OFF
Please enter the South entrance closest to the rectory, follow the driveway in front of the church turning right
onto the upper parking lot drive in front of the main school sidewalk and pull up in front of the Parish Center
before stopping to allow as many cars as possible to drop off their children. Only parents who are helping in
a classroom, helping in the office or assisting their child in PSR2 will be allowed into the building. Children
will be walking into their classroom on their own. A door monitor is installed at both entrances to the
buildings. The cafeteria will remain locked and the church will only be unlocked during Family Prayer
Services.

LATE ARRIVALS
Students arriving late will need to be buzzed in at the entrance to their building and should stop by the office
in either building to receive a tardy slip so that the teacher knows not to mark them absent.

PICK-UP
Children in K and 1st grade will end their class at 7:20pm and will be picked-up from the cafeteria.  All other
grades will be dismissed to the upper parking lot beginning at 7:30pm. Parents are asked to wait outside.
We ask that all families park in the upper parking lot and pull into the space facing the Parish Center (Gym).
The lower parking lot is reserved for teacher and teacher aid parking, parish visitors and bible study
participants.  The last row is reserved for emergency evacuations of the buildings.  If a parent chooses to park
in the lower parking lot, they will need to walk to the upper lot to pick up their child from the teacher. Cars
parked in the first row closest to the Parish Center will be dismissed first.  Please wait for the parking lot
attendant to give the signal. Parents helping with the parking lot will remove the orange cones row by row
once the children are in their cars.  Cars and children should not be moving at the same time.   This is for the
safety of the children. If a child is not picked up within 10 minutes, the teacher will escort him/her to the
PSR office to call a parent. The upper parking lot will be released before the lower parking lot.

EARLY PICK-UP
If a child needs to leave PSR early, the parent, or guardian needs to call the PSR office so that the office
assistant can go to the classroom to pick up the student and bring them to the front door.  No parent will be
allowed to come into the building or go to a classroom. Students will not be allowed to leave the school
building without the office assistant. This is for the child’s safety. Early pick-ups should only be used as
an emergency and should not be a weekly event.

PARKING LOT VOLUNTEERS
Our Parking Lot Coordinators are Aaron Coburn and Travis McClintock. Parents with children who attend
on Monday night are scheduled to help in the parking lot once or twice a year.  A parking lot schedule will be
sent home at the beginning of the year.  Parents with more than one child may need to work more than one
(continued on next page)
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PARKING LOT VOLUNTEERS (CONTINUED)
night.  If a parent cannot work on his/her assigned night, he/she will need to get a substitute or ask another
parent to switch with them.  The office will send a courtesy email reminder the day of your scheduled time.
Parents helping for the evening need to be at school 15 minutes early to help direct traffic.  On the night of
the parking assignment, parents will go to the junior high building. They will sign in on the volunteer sheet
in the hallway. If they have switched nights with another family, they will sign next to their name.
Flashlights and orange vests will be available at the same location. Parents are welcome to stay during
PSR but will not be allowed into the building. During dismissal parents should monitor the parking lot so
that cars remain in place until the Coordinator begins dismissal. Orange vests and flashlights need to be
returned to the table in the hallway of the junior high building.  Their children can stay with their child’s
teacher in the classroom until they are finished.

CANCELLATION OF CLASSES
Should it become necessary to cancel classes due to inclement weather, the Catechists will contact the
families by email or phone. It is important that phone numbers and email addresses are current for each
family.  Class cancellations will be placed on the PSR website, on Channel 4 & 5, and on the telephone
voicemail at 926-0021. If we are able, we will send an email to all families who receive emails about the
cancellation.  Usually if Sts. Joachim and Ann day school or Francis Howell School District is canceled in
the morning; there will be no PSR in the evening.  However, if the day school or public schools are off
because of a situation other than weather, PSR may still have classes that evening.  Please check the PSR
office answering machine if you have any questions.

PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE RECTORY
If Francis Howell or Fort Zumwalt School District has been canceled during the day due to inclement
weather such as snow or ice, evening PSR classes will automatically be canceled. However, if the
public-school districts have been canceled due to heat during the day, or other reason that would not affect
PSR in the evening, PSR will not be canceled.  Please call the PSR office at 926-0021 or check the website at
stsja.org.

PARENT/CHILD ACTIVITY NIGHTS
Parents are invited to attend parent/child activity nights throughout the year. We may be hosting these
events either in church or in the cafeteria so that families can spread out.  These activity nights have
been assigned ahead of time and are listed on the PSR calendar.  Parents are encouraged to attend with
their child and participate in the activities.  Besides scheduled activities there may be other parent
involved activities throughout the year depending on the grade and teacher.

COMMUNICATION WITH PARENTS
VERBAL COMMUNICATION
Communication between the parents and the teacher is important. If a problem arises, please send a note
to the teacher or call the school office and leave a number so that the teacher may get in touch with you.
Parents are expected to contact the teacher first. If a satisfactory solution cannot be reached, the parent
is asked to contact the following persons in this order: teacher, PSR Principal, pastor, Catholic Education
Office. Catechists should not be called at home unless the teacher has indicated that you may do so.
Parents are not to go into their child’s classroom during the PSR class time to speak with a teacher, as
this interrupts the classroom. A parent may make an appointment to speak with the teacher before or
after class. Please do not let a problem grow. When a problem arises, parents are expected to come to
the teacher, not to another parent.
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WRITTEN COMMUNICATION
● Newsletters – a monthly newsletter will be sent home by email with Kidmail. The newsletter

will have information of upcoming events and important information for parents. Please read it
carefully.

● You may contact us at our e-mail address
o PSR office   psr@stsja.org
o Rose Wieschhaus wieschhausr@stsja.org.

● Our Parish website is www.stsja.org
● The archdiocesan website is www.archstl.org

KIDMAIL/EMAIL
Parents will receive Kidmail by email each month. Please let us know if your email changes throughout
the year.

DISCIPLINE
Sts. Joachim and Ann PSR uses an assertive method of discipline, emphasizing the positive in each child.
The essence of Christian behavior is respect of all and an inner spirit of self-discipline. The student needs to
be responsible for his/her own behavior and respectful of others and their property.  We strive to be positive,
consistent and fair with all students.  We ask that students come to class on time, be prepared with homework
and class materials and pay attention and follow directions during class. Each teacher will clearly
communicate, visually with charts and verbally what he/she needs in order for the students to learn.  Students
will be made aware of the expectations of the teacher and what the consequences of their behavior will be.
Attention is given to the student who follows the rules rather than to the one who breaks the rules.

These SCHOOL RULES will be enforced along with any rules established by the teacher:
Respect will be shown to priests, teachers, administrators, parent helpers and fellow students.
Textbooks, school supplies and properties are to be treated with respect.
Contents of desks and lockers are never to be disturbed.
Cell phones are discouraged from being brought to class and should be turned off during PSR.
Gum is not allowed on the school grounds.
Hats and hoods on hoodies are not to be worn in the classroom or church.
All trash should be placed in the trash can.

Students are rewarded for positive behavior, but they are also made aware of the consequences of disruptive
behavior.  Depending on the severity of an offense, the student might be sent home immediately, with no
further warning.  If a student is sent to the office during the school year, he/she will be asked to phone the
parent to discuss the situation.  The student may not be readmitted to class that day. A second trip to the
office will result in the student's calling home, parents will be requested to come for the student, and a
conference is arranged between the teacher, parent, student, and DRE.  At this point, further participation in
the PSR program is at the discretion of the DRE.

PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES
We will not have a specific night for Parent Teacher Conferences. However, parents can request a conference
with their child’s PSR teacher by a written note, email or phone call.  Catechists may request a parent to meet
about a child’s behavior in class or if other important issues or concerns arise throughout the school year.
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HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS
Our PSR Catechists prepare weekly lessons with the hope of engaging their students with understanding
and love for the Catholic faith.  Each grade has a syllabus which outlines what will be taught in the
classroom. Classes may consist of prayer, music, Scripture stories, group discussion, workbooks, games,
crafts, videos, guest speakers, skits, and presentations. Parents are asked to reinforce these lessons at
home by reviewing their child’s weekly lesson, reading and discussing the family page. Parents are
their child’s first teacher of the faith and it is both their privilege and responsibility to nourish the faith
life of their sons and daughters by sharing their Catholic beliefs, and traditions with them and by
celebrating the sacraments and praying with them.  Our Sunday Visitor has an extensive website geared
to helping families teach their children about the Catholic faith.  Resources can be found at:
https://aliveinchrist.osv.com/family.

ONLINE SESSION REVIEWS FOR GRADES 1-7
Alive in Christ religion series has an online review that corresponds with each chapter for grades 1-7.
Children will be expected to complete the online review each week and email it to their child’s teacher.
The Catechist will determine when the session review is due, depending on the grade syllabus.  The
online reviews can be found at https://aliveinchrist.osv.com/family/in_the_home/grade_2/187. Click on
the grade level and go to the interactive session review.  Parents can review with their child using the
study guide online before taking the test.  Be sure to email the review to your child’s teacher so that they
can mark the session as being completed.  The online session review will be part of their overall grade.
If your child has learning difficulties or finds the online sessions too hard, we can use a different method
to evaluate their learning.

REPORT CARDS
Report cards will be given out three times during the year; in November, February and in May at the end
of the year. The report cards will be sent online to the parent’s email unless a parent requests a paper
copy.  Students will be accessed on specific material covered in class, and as listed in the Grade Level
Goals in the Parent Handbook.  Students will have a variety of activities and assignments in class and
homework as well as reviews/tests both written and/or verbal to show his/her understanding and
knowledge.  It is important that parents work with their children in reviewing the chapter at home,
memorizing prayers and any materials teachers may assign.

VIRTUES IN PRACTICE
Virtues in Practice is a program for children in grades Kindergarten through eighth to develop and use
the virtues as concrete expressions of their Catholic faith. The entire PSR will study the same virtue each
month and provide an at-home whole family focus.  The program covers nine virtues each year for three
years.  The YEAR OF FAITH focuses on Catholic devotions and a school-wide emphasis on service
projects.

CHRISTIAN SERVICE
All students in PSR, beginning in Kindergarten are asked to participate in service teaching them that
even at a young age they can help and care for others. Kindergarten through 2nd grade will be asked to do
one hour of service per year, 3rd-5th grade - three hours of service per year and 6th-7th grade -five hours of
service. A service log for each child is included in your back to school Kidmail envelope. The service
log needs to be turned into the PSR by April 15, 2023. As in years past, the whole school will have
(continued on next page)
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE (CONTINUED)
opportunities to participate in service throughout the year. Smaller individual classroom projects may
take place depending on the teacher. All students can participate in various service projects sponsored by
the PSR and supporting various organizations.  Students and families are encouraged to bring in canned
goods weekly for the Care Service.  We will be collecting the following throughout the year:
September-Canned and Packaged Food for Care Service, October-Change for Life,
November-Adopt-A-Family, December-Coats for Kids, January-Cereal for the Care Service,
February-Baby Items for Crisis Pregnancy Center, March-Personal Care Item for Care Service,
April-Canned Meat and Pasta items, May-Favorite Breakfast items.

DRESS CODE
Although a uniform is not required in attending PSR, dress should be modest and respectful. There are
times when students will go to the church and appropriate clothing should be worn. No short shorts,
mid-drifts, low-cut or tight tops for the girls. Students wearing t-shirts deemed inappropriate will be
asked to turn them inside out.  Hats, hoodies and jackets should be removed during class.

CELL PHONES, HEADPHONES, ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT, ETC.
While personal cell phones provide a student with contact to parents and guardians and also offer a
measure of safety, they can also be a disruption to the general discipline and learning of the classroom.
Students bringing cell phones to PSR are asked to keep them turned off and kept in a purse or pocket.
Cell phones are not to be used in the classroom. Students needing to contact their parents should use
the PSR office phone. Headphones, laser pens and electronic games are not to be brought to class
or used during class time. These items will be taken away and may be picked up by a parent from the
DRE.

DESKS AND MATERIALS
Students are expected to respect the day school property and not touch the inside of desks, lockers or
other personal items in the room.

CONDUCT IN CHURCH
Occasionally throughout the year, students will go to the church, either as a class or as an entire school.
Proper behavior and a respectful attitude are expected. Gum should be disposed of before entering the
church. Boys should remove their hats. Students should remain quiet and respectful when entering the
church and minimum talking should take place. The holy water font at each entrance and the baptismal font
can be used to bless themselves with the sign of the cross. Before entering and leaving the pew, each student
should genuflect by facing the tabernacle and kneeling down on one knee while making the sign of the cross.
Upon entering the pew, students should kneel and say a quiet prayer before sitting in the pew. Student’s feet
should remain on the floor, not on the pews or kneeler. Students are expected to participate in the liturgy by
word, song and active listening.
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CHASTITY EDUCATION PROGRAM

SAFE TOUCH PROGRAM
The objective of this curriculum is to teach our children self-protection skills. Children will learn body
safety rules in an age-appropriate and non-threatening manner. This curriculum will be presented by the
Director during a part of the regular PSR class time. Parent information will be available in the PSR
office the week of September 12 to review.

THEOLOGY OF THE BODY FOR JUNIOR HIGH STUDENTS GRADE 7 & 8
There is little doubt that middle school youth are in an often-confusing time of quest and discovery,
especially with questions concerning their bodies, their sexuality, and their future.  This series has been
developed to help educators and parents deliver solid and relevant answers. Students in 7th grade will
begin with the first three sessions of this program.  The students will continue this program in the 8th

grade.

MAINTAINING SCHOOL PRIVACY
Sts Joachim and Ann understands that students/parents have access to technology that enables them to
record, either visually or audibly, a student of the school or a member of the school staff.
Out of respect for the students in our school, students and parents are not to publicly post any videos,
pictures or audio recordings of students at school events unless the student/parent(s) have the express
written permission from the school to do so.  This includes, but is not limited to, online photo-sharing
and posting videos to YouTube or similar applications.

Additionally, in order to ensure the privacy of members of the school staff, students and parents are not
to record a member of the school staff without the express permission of the staff member.  As such,
students and parents are prohibited from recording classroom lessons/discussions and are prohibited
from photographing or videotaping teachers without the teachers’ permission.  Likewise, students and
parents shall not publicly post any videos, pictures or audio recordings of staff members unless the
student/parent(s) have the express written permission from the school staff member. This includes, but is
not limited to, online photo-sharing and posting videos to YouTube or similar applications.
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SAFE SCHOOL POLICY
All teachers, aids, office workers and parent volunteers will have name tags that will be worn each week.
Any adult volunteer who does not have a name tag should report to the office for a temporary name tag.
Because Sts. Joachim and Ann Parish School of Religion seeks to provide a safe learning environment for
the members of our community, violence will not be tolerated. Our goal as a Christian community is to
reflect Gospel values. These include an emphasis on the dignity of all persons, which is necessary for
respect, the interdependence of all persons which is the basis of community, and the rights and
responsibilities of all persons which are the foundation of justice. Violence is inconsistent with the unity and
peace that are essential to living the Catholic faith in our community. Violence consists of words, gestures,
or actions that result in or have the potential to result in hurt, fear, or injury. Violence includes threats of
injury; harassment, assault, possession and/or use of a weapon, or anything which could be construed as a
weapon, and theft or vandalism of property. All reported or observed instances of violence and threats of
violence, whether they occur on or off the Parish School of Religion premises, will be addressed in a timely
and serious manner. The safety of students, faculty, and staff is the paramount consideration when decisions
are made concerning the discipline of persons who violate this policy.

Students and parents/guardians are encouraged to immediately report concerns regarding potential acts of
violence to the teacher who will report to the DRE or Coordinator. If a student engages in serious
threatening or violent behavior, the child will be removed from contact with the Parish School of Religion.
Before the student can return, the DRE must receive reasonable assurance from a mental health professional
that the child is not a threat to himself/herself or to others.
Parents can expect that while their child(ren) are in PSR class, the students will be treated with respect,
and Christian care. Teachers while seeking to create an orderly environment will respect the dignity and
personhood of each student. In turn, parents are expected to treat catechists, administration, parent
volunteers and students with the same courtesy and respect.

BULLYING, INTIMIDATING, OR OSTRACIZING BEHAVIORS
Bullying, intimidating, or ostracizing behaviors create a hostile, threatening environment for those who
are the object of these behaviors and for those who witness or have knowledge of these behaviors.
Anyone having knowledge of these behaviors is to report them directly to teachers or administrators
immediately. Students engaging in such behaviors will need to meet with the DRE. Bullying is mean or
hurtful actions done repeatedly and on purpose toward someone who has difficulty defending him or
herself. It happens when someone hurts, frightens, threatens, or leaves someone out on purpose.
Examples of bullying include, but are not limited to: Continued hurtful, harmful, and unkind acts that
are verbal, social or physical in nature, having money or other things taken or damaged repeatedly, being
threatened or forced to do things, racial bullying, sexual bullying, cyber bullying via cell phone or the
Internet.
Students in the PSR program will do the following things to prevent bullying:
Treat others respectfully, learn Christian virtues to model to others during hurtful situations, refuse to
watch, laugh, or join in when someone is being bullied, tell an adult in the PSR program or an adult at
home if somebody is being bullied, try to include everyone in play, especially those who are often left
out. We want students to learn from their mistakes and repair the harm or broken relationship. In
certain instances, we may include:
(continued on next page)
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BULLYING, INTIMIDATING, OR OSTRACIZING BEHAVIORS (CONTINUED)
Discussion with teacher, principal and parents, finding out what happened, making things as right as
possible, and guaranteeing a better future, create a project or action to grow in virtue based on the
harmful or hurtful action, apologize, spend time in the office, pay for damaged belongings.

CHILD ABUSE REPORTING
Sts Joachim and Ann Parish School of Religion abides by the state Child Protection and Reformation
Act (RSMO 210) that requires school personnel having reasonable cause to believe that a child known to
them in their professional capacity may be an abused or neglected child must report to the Missouri
Department of Family Services. All employees and parent volunteers are required to complete the
educational child sexual abuse prevention program entitled, “Protecting God’s Children”. The program
provides information on how to prevent situations that can lead to abuse, on what behavior should raise
concern about abuse, and how to report abuse. (SB Policy #26)
Child Abuse & Neglect Hotline – 1-800-392-3738.

DOORS
Classroom doors will remain locked but propped open before PSR begins. A magnet will be placed on
the door lock so that the door can close but not lock. After the bell has rung, teachers will move the
magnet and close their doors while class is in session.

CANDLES
Fire codes do not permit us to light candles in the classroom. Only battery-operated candles or
flashlights may be used.
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EMERGENCY PROCEDURES
Fire: A fire can occur at any time of day, on any day of the year.  This is why safety practices to prevent
fires must be observed throughout the entire school.
Emergency evacuation maps are posted in each classroom. During evacuation procedures, the students
must remain quiet and ready to receive emergency information, walk quickly - without running, and be
familiar with the route they are to take.  Teachers or Teacher Aids will be the last to leave the room.
When the classes have reached the safety zone, teachers will check for missing students and report them
to the lead teacher who will check to see if the student is with another class or needs to be retrieved from
the building. Office workers will check the bathrooms.
Do not return to class until you have received the "all clear".  Teachers will close the classroom door on
the way out and bring their red emergency folder, attendance trifold, pen, flashlight, go kit, and cell
phone.

Parents are asked to review these measures with their children.
Instructions for evacuation are as follows:
1. Walk, DO NOT RUN to the evacuation area.  Classes should maintain an orderly line.
2.  Move quietly - no talking (except for instructions)
3.  Classroom teachers are in charge.
4.  Personal items (coats, purses, cell phones), should be taken if done quickly and safely.
5.  Each teacher will check attendance when the safe area has been reached.
6.  All doors of all classrooms should be closed during a fire to alter the possible spread

of a fire.
7. Children will be instructed to crouch or crawl under smoke, protecting their nose with their shirt

or sleeve.
8.  The regular school bell will ring when all are to return to the building. Silence should be

maintained while returning to the building.
9. In an actual emergency, panic is more dangerous than a fire.
10. In an actual fire, we will relocate to the Care Service building across Shepherd Drive on the campus

next to Sts. Joachim and Ann church where students will reunite with their parents.

Tornado Drills/Extreme Weather
A tornado watch means conditions are favorable for a tornado or severe weather.  A tornado warning
means a tornado has been sighted in the area.  If this is the case, the tornado sirens will sound, and the
office will make an announcement indicating there is a tornado/severe storm in the area.  Teachers will
lead students to the lower floor of the main school building and gather in the storage area.  Classes from
the junior high building will lead their students out the doors of the junior high building down the
outside steps to the cafeteria and into the storage area of the building.  If there is not enough time or the
weather has turned severe, students will gather in the school halls against the walls farthest from the
windows and doors, or in the bathrooms.  They should crouch down and cover their head with their
arms.  Students in the junior high building should go into the bathrooms away from windows.  Leave
classroom doors open.  In order to keep everyone safe, the PSR will not release the children during a
tornado warning.  A tornado warning means there is immediate danger for the warned area and everyone
in the path of such a storm is advised to take cover immediately.  Parents coming to pick up their child
will be asked to stay with their child in the safe area until an all clear has been given.  No parents will be
able to take their children home until after the warning is lifted.  A tornado watch only indicates that
conditions are likely to produce a tornado, so children should be released during a tornado watch.
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Intruder/Active Shooter Drills
The office will make an announcement over the PA that there is an intruder in the building.  There will
immediately be a lock down and no one will be allowed to enter or leave the building.  This goes for
parents coming to pick up their child.  There will not be any code words.  Teachers will follow
lockdown procedures:  These include:

1. Closing the classroom door and turn out your lights. The doors remain locked at all times so the
teacher only needs to close the door in order for it to be locked.

2. Move to an area of the room which is not visible through the door window or other window.
3. Close shades if possible.
4. Keep as quiet and calm as possible.
5. Everyone should wait to hear an “all clear” announcement voiced over the PA or at their door by

a familiar voice.
6. If the teacher can get their class out of the building safely (through the back door or window)

they should lead them, but only if they feel that they can do this.

Earthquake
All Teachers, Students, and Staff:

1. If in a classroom: “Stop, Drop, and Hold On”, Stop what you are doing, take cover under desks
and tables,   Drop to elbows and knees with head down.  Hold on tightly to the desk or table with
both hands.

2. If in a hallway or bathroom: Crouch in a doorway and cover your head.
3. Stay away from windows and freestanding cabinets and bookcases.
4. If outside: Move away from all buildings, utility poles, overhead wires, or large objects.
5. Be prepared for aftershocks.  When these cease or several minutes lapse between aftershocks,

evacuate the building, if necessary. Go Kits should be taken.
6. When exiting the building, staff should be aware of bricks or other items falling from above.
1. Assist students when the threat is over.  Render first aid if necessary.
2. Take attendance and immediately report anyone missing to the DRE or Designee.
3. Wait for further instructions from the DRE or Designee.

Missing Person
During –emergency action steps:

● If PSR notices the child missing:
1. Verify information regarding missing children.

Who last observed the child?
From where is the child missing?

2. The DRE will work as a liaison with the police.
3. Have a family member file a police report if the child is not located.

Communication:
1. Call 911
2. Give police an accurate description of the child (including clothing worn) and provide a

photograph, if one is available.
3. Contact your parents.
4. If unable to locate the parent, use numbers on the child's emergency card.
5. Interview missing child’s friends for information as to the child’s whereabouts, the

possibility of running away, or of not returning home for fear of punishment.
6. The DRE will follow the Crisis Communication Plan, found on pages 14 and 15.
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Bomb Threat
Bomb threats are usually made by a telephone call and sometimes with a note, text, or email.  The
majority of these are pranks attempting to disrupt PSR function.  However, all threats must be taken
seriously and handled quickly and efficiently to ensure safety to the students and staff. Handling bomb
threats, however received, should include calling 911.
Before emergency action steps:

1. Increased awareness of physical surroundings/conditions should be maintained by all PSR
staff.

2. Know how to use the caller ID on the phone system.
3. Be familiar with and have a Bomb threat Checklist Form available.

During –emergency action steps:
Bomb Threat Received Over the Phone

1. Have another person in the office contact the DRE or Designee and call 911 to report that a bomb
threat is actively.

2. Contact the DRE or Designee to report that a bomb threat is actively being received.
3. The DRE will contact 911.
4. Protect the original message by placing the message inside a plastic bag or envelope so

fingerprints or other identifying marks are not destroyed.
5. Turn the note over to the police.

Assault/Fight
During-emergency action steps:

1. Notify DRE of the location and number of students involved.
2. Ask for adult assistance immediately.
3. Walk, do not run to the assault/fight.
4. Instruct all other students to leave the area immediately.
5. Do not try to break up an assault/fight or disarm a student by yourself.
6. If weapons are involved, Call 911.

Medical Emergency
During-emergency action steps:

1. Call 911.
2. Send someone to the office of your building to inform staff that 911 was called and why.

They will contact individuals that are CPR/AED trained.  Upon the arrival of the police,
ambulance, or fire department, the DRE, or Designee should be prepared to provide any
known information, such as the victim’s name, age, etc.

3. Secure the scene/area of the incident.
4. Be sure to use universal precautions to avoid exposure to blood borne pathogens.
5. Keep uninjured students away from the incident location.
6. Do not move injured victims unless immediate danger exists.
7. Rose or Designee will accompany the child (if a minor) to the medical treating facility

and bring a signed medical release form for each child injured.
8. Dana or Designated Office Assistant will keep track of where injuries are taken based on

information from EMS.
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Sexual Assault:
1. Call 911
2. Send someone to the office of your building to inform staff that 911 was called and

why.
3. Shield the survivor from contact with others and give care until authorities arrive.
4. Upon the arrival of the police, ambulance, or fire department, Rose or Designee

should be prepared to provide any known information, such as the victim’s name, age,
etc.

5. Rose or Designee will accompany the child (if a minor) to the medical treating
facility.

6. Rose or Designee will notify parent, emergency contact, or spouse.

Other Information:
9-1-1 Procedures:

Dial 9-1-1 from the school phone.
Dial 9-1-1 from a cell phone.
Tell the dispatcher the nature of the emergency and give your name and exact location
(including door and room number).  Stay on the phone, if possible.

Other Emergency Numbers:
DRE (Rose) Cell Phone: 636-373-2411
PSR Administrative Asst. (Dana) Cell Phone: 636-288-5420
PSR Office: 636-926-0021
Rectory: 636-441-7503

Media Communication:
1. Only the pastor, DRE, or designated spokesperson will speak with the media.
2. Direct all media inquiries to the designated person.
3. Do not use social media to communicate emergency situations.
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EMERGENCY DISMISSAL PROCEDURE
INDOOR PLAN

If it becomes necessary to dismiss students early due to power failure or other major emergency, and it is
possible to keep the students and staff indoors, we will use the following procedure:

All students and classroom teachers will be instructed using the intercom (or if the intercom is not
working, some other method) to assemble in Church or the Parish Center and sit quietly.

After all the children are in the Church or Parish Center, tables will be set up at the entrance into Church
(by the office) or the entrance to the Parish Center.

All office workers will report to the office to be assigned certain tasks.

If possible, a message will be sent to all parents via email and the office will begin to call parents using
the Emergency Information Forms kept in the office.  A brief message will be recorded by the office on
the main line (926-0021) stating the emergency and giving instructions.  KMOX may also be notified.

Tables will be set up by the entrance informing individuals who will be picking up students to come into
the hallway and wind around until they are by the doors going into Church.  After the individual has
been approved to pick up the student(s), he/she will be given a small sheet of notepaper with the
student’s name on it.  They will then go into Church or the Parish Center where the Director will call for
the student using the bullhorn (or, if we have electricity, will speak from the podium). Parents and
students will be directed to exit from the back of the church or by the side exit in the Parish Center.
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EVACUATION/EMERGENCY DISMISSAL PROCEDURE
OUTDOOR PLAN

In the event of an emergency or natural disaster, which makes it necessary to evacuate the building, the
following procedure for evacuation and dismissal should be followed:

1.  Normal fire plan should be used in exiting the building.  All classrooms will meet at their designated
spot on the last row of the upper parking lot.  Teachers will take their red emergency folder, attendance
tri-fold, pen, flashlight, go kit, and cell phone with them on their way out.

2.  All office workers will report to the last row of the upper parking lot where they will be assigned a
task.

3. Attendance will be taken and reported to the DRE or other assigned office worker.  Teachers will hold
up red or green cards – Red – missing a student; Green – all present.  One of the office workers will
check with each teacher to see if anyone is missing or injured.

If any students are seriously injured, they will need to be separated with an adult and given medical
attention until emergency services arrive.

4. After attendance is taken staff, students, and volunteers will go to the Care Service building at 4116
McClay Road.  Once at the Care Service, teachers will lead their classes inside and find an area to sit in
a circle and take attendance again.  If there are any missing students, this should be reported to the DRE
immediately.

4.  Individuals arriving to pick up students will be instructed as to where to go to pick up their children.
Some of the office staff will man the pick-up station; others will act as runners to obtain students in the
holding area.

5.  After an individual has been approved to pick up student(s), he/she will be given a slip of paper with
the student(s) name(s) on it which they will then give to the runner to obtain their children.  They will
then be instructed to leave the premises as quickly as possible in an orderly fashion.
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RESOURCES

MYPARISH APP
Our parish-wide app will enhance parish communication and outreach as well as offer many more
features parishioners may enjoy. Be sure to download the app by visiting myparishapp.com or searching
for myparish in your phone's app store at https://myparishapp.com/download/. Stay connected with us
wherever you are! After you have downloaded the app, join the PSR Group to receive messages from
PSR. A few highlights of the app •Messages – Here you can find messages from parish leaders and stay
connected about parish news, events, and information. •Groups – Ministries & Services you participate
in can share messaging and information quickly •Calendar – Here you can find featured events and a
link to a Google calendar containing all parish/school/PSR events in one place. •Bulletin – Access
current and past bulletins electronically and quickly!

FORMED – stsja.formed.org
Formed is a Catholic online app that you can use on your Smart TV, computer or cell phone. The app
has hundreds of videos, bible studies, podcasts and audiobooks to choose from. The parish pays a yearly
fee for the app. To become a member go to formed.org and choose register. Enter your email address
and choose Sts Joachim and Ann from the parish list. If you have a Smart TV, you can search apps and
type in formed.org. After you have downloaded the app, a code will be emailed to you. Once you have
verified through your email you will be able to watch the app on your TV.

WEBSITES
ALIVE IN CHRIST -https://aliveinchrist.osv.com/

FLIPGRID - https://info.flipgrid.com/

ZOOM - https://zoom.us/

CATHOLIC SAINTS - www.catholicsaints.com

PARISH WEBSITE - https://stsja.org/

PSR WEBSITE - https://stsja.org/psr

ONLINE GIVING - https://osvhub.com/stsja/giving/funds

SHOP FOR OUR SCHOOLS - https://www.raiseright.com/
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