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April 2016 

Marie Bernarde 
"Bernadette" Soubirous   
April 16 
 
 

February 11, 1858, Saint Marie-
Bernarde Soubirous saw her first  
vision of ‘a beautiful Lady’ at 
Lourdes. Bernadette saw the Lady 
seventeen more times at the grotto. 
Although no one else ever saw the 

Lady and despite considerable doubt from the parish 
priest and others, the townspeople and curious crowds 
began to visit the grotto.  
 

On February 25, the Lady told Bernadette to drink of the 
water of the spring, to wash in it and to eat the herb that 
grew there, as an act of penance.  On March 2,  
Bernadette told her family the Lady said a chapel should 
be built and a procession formed. On March 25, the Lady 
told Bernadette,   "I am the Immaculate Conception." 
 

Bernadette Soubirous was declared venerable and 
Blessed by Pope Pius X, June 14, 1925; and canonized a 
Saint by Pope Pius XI December 8, 1933. 
 

In the spring of 2015 the town of Lourdes lobbied for 
Bernadette's remains to be returned to Lourdes, from 
the city of Nevers. Her body was exhumed 3 times (1909, 
1919 and 1925) and each time was found ‘incorrupt’.  
 

Diocese of Superior 

Bishop Hammes Center 

315 West 5th Street 

Haugen WI 54841 

715.234.5044 

The Catechetical  Leader 

'But I am so exhausted in the morning. Remind myself of 
the temptation Father Avila experienced one day when he 
was on his way to celebrate Mass. He hesitated because he 
was so weary. Our Lord appeared to him, showing him the 
wound on His heart and reminding him that weariness 
had not prevented Him from going all the way to Calvary. 
Courage! I must learn how to persevere also.  
After all, if I am tired, even if I am exhausted, I can rest in 
the heart of Jesus.' 
~St. Bernadette Soubirous 
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'Lord, grant me patience now, and hereafter mercy and pardon.' 
~ St. Fulgentius of Ruspe 
 

Intended Audience:  

Parish & School Secretaries, Administrative Assts. & Bookkeepers  

Pastors, Parish Life Coordinators, Principals, Parish Directors &  
Parish Business Manager are also welcome. 

 

Thursday, April 28, 2016 

10:00   -   3:00, 

Turtleback Golf Course & Conference Center, Rice Lake WI 
 

Diocesan Staff will go over various aspects of communication, recordkeeping 
and mailings, followed by an appreciation lunch buffet along with a question 
and answer period. There is no fee.  
Registration is accepted through April 15 
 

Registration form can be found attached to this newsletter 

 

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR WORKSHOP & DAY OF APPRECIATION 

April 21, 2016  

“Healthy Parish Leaders,  

Leading Healthy Parish Communities”   

St. Joseph Parish Center, Hayward WI 
 

Presenters:  Gary Harrison & Ray Swatkowski  
of Pinacle Ministries   
 

 

Discover a scripturally based vision of healthy leadership, etc... 
 

Contact:  Chris Newkirk    cnewkirk@catholicdos.org 

Or:  Natasha Deneau   ndeneau@catholicdos.org  

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAYS 

http://catholicdos.org/professional-development-days
mailto:cnewkirk@catholicdos.org
mailto:ndeneau@catholicdos.org
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DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR 2016 RCIA WOKRSHOP 

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR WORKSHOP & DAY OF APPRECIATION 

Encounter and Conversion:  

RCIA Basics for  Parish Directors & Teams 
 

Saturday, April 30, 2016 

9:00   -   12:00 

St. Joseph Church, Hayward WI 
 

The workshop examines the basics of the Church’s teachings on 
welcoming new members through the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults.  
 

Presenter:   Chris Hurtubise 
 

   Registration form can be found attached to this newsletter 

APRIL ISSUE OF GEMS  

The April issue of GEMS  is the first in a series of three on what parishes and 
dioceses are doing to support grandparents. 

 

 

“Nobody can do for little children what grandparents do. 
Grandparents sprinkle stardust over the lives of little 
children.” 

~Alex Haley 

 

April document can be found attached to this newsletter 

  

"Spread love everywhere you go. Let no one ever come to you without leaving 
happier."  
~Blessed Mother Teresa  

The most astonishing thing about miracles is that they happen. 
~ G. K. Chesterton 

http://catholicdos.org/professional-development-days
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NCCL CONFERENCE  2016 

Article 6. The Person of the Catechist 
 

Terrie Baldwin.  

Director of the Office of Evangelization,  

Diocese of Cleveland. 
 

"Today, catechists are called to have a greater consciousness of the necessity to 
keep in mind the field in which the seed is sown, and to do so with the perspec-
tive of faith and mercy (GDC, 14). What a beautiful reminder and opportunity 
for reflection during the Year of Mercy. " 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jacksonville FL May 23-26, 2016 

 

The National Conference for Catechetical Leadership is offering great workshops 

and opportunities to network with Diocesan and Parish Catechetical Leaders from 

across the nation.  Download and share the Annual Conference Brochure for the 

most up to date information, including the listing of sessions and speakers,  

information about the FCH Pre-Conference, shuttle and airport information, a 

letter from the Annual Conference Committee Chair, plus a glimpse at the sched-

ule!  

 

Download the 2016 Conference Brochure   

  

EVANGELIZING CATECHESIS 

NEW VISION—NEW DIRECTIONS  

http://nccl.us/images/NCCL2016-Brochure.pdf
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But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be 
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to 
give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this 
with gentleness and respect, - 
~1 Peter 3:15 

EVANGELIZING CATECHESIS 

NEW VISION—NEW DIRECTIONS  cont... 

 Questions for Reflection: 

-What do you think of the image of the sower in  
describing the work of the catechist? 

-What qualities might a catechist who is building the 
Kingdom of God possess? 

-The General Directory of Catechesis states "catechists 
are called to have a greater consciousness of 
the necessity to keep in mind the field in which the seed 
is sown." How would you describe "the field in which 
the seed is sown" today? Is it different than "the field" 
in years past? 

-How does it feel when observing a catechist who uses 
love and mercy to proclaim the Gospel?  
 

 In 2000 the National Conference for Catechetical 
Leaders commissioned a series of twelve articles to  
explore central themes from the General Directory for 
Catechesis. In 2015, the NCCL Evangelization  
Committee invited twelve catechetical leaders to revisit 
the original twelve articles and offer contemporary  
reflections on the original themes. Throughout the first 
half of 2016 we will be presenting the original article 
with the 2016 article. 

A Series of Articles on Themes  From the General  
Directory of Catechesis 
 

To read more follow this link 

  

 

April 
15—17 
High School Leadership 

Training,  Crosswoods 

16 

Lay Ministry Enrichment,   

St. Anthony, Tony 

21 

Professional Development  

Days,  Hayward  

28 

Diocese of Superior  

Workshop & Day of  

Appreciation, Rice Lake 

30 

2016 RCIA Workshop, 

Hayward  

May 
8 
Mothers Day 

22—26 

NCCL Conference,  

Jacksonville FL 

 

 

 

http://www.21stcenturycatholicevangelization.org/feature.html
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   2016 –2017 

Diocesan 

Catholic 

Formation 

Calendar  

 

The Calendar  

can be found  

attached to this  

newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“In the Spring, I 

have counted 136 

different kinds of 

weather  

inside of 24 hours”  
~Mark Twain  

2016 Totus Tuus Schedule 
 

June 12 - 17 
Cathedral of Christ the King, Superior 
June 19 - 24 
St. Joseph Parish, Hayward 
Nativity of Our Lord, Rhinelander 
June 25 - July 1 
St. Anthony of Padua, Park Falls 
July 10 - 15 
Our Lady of Sorrows Parish, Ladysmith 
St. Bridget, River Falls 
July 17 - 22 
St. Joseph Parish, Amery 
July 24 - 29 
St. John the Baptist, Glenwood City 
St. Mary, Tomahawk 
July 31 – August 5 
St. Francis Xavier Parish, Merrill 
St. Francis de Sales, Spooner 
August 7-12 
St. Patrick Parish, Hudson 
Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Parish, Medford 
 

If you are interested in attending, please contact any of 
the listed parishes. 

RETREATS…... 

As many questions regarding “Retreat” 
dates, times and locations are received 
at our office, we  would appreciate being 
informed of such, and if the retreats are open to others, 
so we may forward the data  
  

N.E.W. Koinonia  
April 22-24, 2016, St Mary, Tomahawk 
October 21-23, 2016, Our Lady of Sorrows, Ladysmith 



Diocese of Superior 
Workshop & Day of Appreciation 

Intended Audience: 
Parish and School Secretaries, Administrative Assts. & Book-keepers 

Pastors, Parish Life Coordinators, Principals, Parish Directors and Parish Business Managers are also welcome. 
 

Thursday, April 28, 2016 
10:00 – 3:00 p.m.  

Turtleback Golf Course and Conference Center                                                                                                                                          
1985 18 ½ St 

 Rice Lake, WI 54868 
Agenda for the Day: 

9:30 a.m. Gathering and Refreshments  

10:00 a.m. Welcome, Introductions & Opening Prayer
10:15 a.m. Spirituality of Secretaries and Book-keepers (Christine Newkirk & Peggy Schoenfuss) 

Parish and Diocesan Partnership: 

10:45 a.m. Communication with the Bishop and Other Diocesan Staff Members (Pat Wildenberg) 

11:00 a.m. Cemetery Record Keeping /Perpetual Care and SAQ (Richard Lyons) 

11:30 a.m. Sacramental Record Keeping, Chancery Mailing, Diocesan Website (Deb Lieberg) 

12:00 a.m. Recording Mass Intentions, Diocesan Employment Forms, Payroll, Record Retention (Cindy Gronski) 

12:15 p.m. Employee Benefits and ACA Reporting (Bernadine Kroseman) 

12:30 p.m. Appreciation Lunch Buffet 

Focus Groups: 

1:15 p.m. The afternoon session will be primarily a Q&A for specific groups to clarify areas    

  of responsibilities pertinent to each role and while Diocesan Staff all available to answer particular  

  questions not covered in the morning sessions. There will be a diocesan staff person in each session to 

  answer questions and to help facilitate group sharing and networking with each other. 

A. Parish Secretaries & Book-keepers (Chris Newkirk, Cindy Gronski, Bernadine Kroseman) 

B. Principals, School Secretaries & Book-keepers (Peggy Schoenfuss and Sue Steckbauer) 

C. Pastoral Leaders (Richard Lyons, Pat Wildenberg, Deb Lieberg) 

3:00 p.m. Closing Prayer and Departure 

 

 

There is NO FEE for this workshop, but please register so we may plan accordingly for lunch. 

Please register NO LATER THAN April 15, 2016 by returning the slip below, or by contacting  
 

Natasha Deneau, Administrative Assistant  
at  

715-394-0212 or ndeneau@catholicdos.org 
 

--------------------------------------------      Cut and Return       ------------------------------------------------- 

Workshop/Appreciation Day—April 28, 2016 

Name(s):_________________________________________________ 

Category: (Circle all that apply): Parish, School, secretary/adm. asst., book-keeper, pastoral 

leader, business manager  

Parish:_____________________ City:_______________________ 

E-mail:____ ____________________________________________ 

Mail, by April 15, to: 
 
Workshop/Appreciation Day 
Attn: Chris Newkirk 
P.O. Box 969 
Superior, WI 54880 

 

mailto:ndeneau@catholicdos.org


DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR 

2016 RCIA Workshop 
Encounter and Conversion: 

RCIA Basics for Parish Directors & Teams 

Presenter: CHRIS HURTUBISE 
 

The day will serve as an introduction/refresher look at the RCIA, examining the basics of 

the process, the Church’s teachings on welcoming new members, and the history, present 

and future of the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults.    

             SATURDAY 
      APRIL 30, 2016 
                   9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
      St. Joseph Church 
       10586 N. Dakota Ave., Hayward WI  54843 

             $10.00 per person (coffee and donuts included) 

              Register by April 15, 2016 

 

For more information call Paul Birch 715-394-0233 or email pbirch@catholicdos.org 
 

 
Encounter and Conversion ~ Registration Form ~ April 30, 2016 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY – MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO ‘OFFICE OF WORSHIP’ 
 
NAME                  
 
ADDRESS/CITY/STATE/ZIP              
 

HOME/CELL PHONE #__        E-MAIL        
               Area Code 

Parish or Organization’s Name (and City) that you serve          
 

Mail registration form to Diocese of Superior, Office of Worship, PO Box 969, Superior WI  54880 

Completed Registration Form and $10.00 per person fee must be received by April 22, 2016 

 

 
 

Chris Hurtubise, Associate 

Director of Catholic Formation 

for the Diocese of Superior 



 
 

April 30, 2016 
St. Joseph Church, Hayward 

 

Encounter and Conversion: RCIA Basics for Parish Directors & Teams 
 

  

 9:00am – 9:30am           Registration/gathering/Continental breakfast 

 9:30am – 9:45am           Morning Prayer 

 9:45am – 9:50am           Announcements/Introductions 

 9:50am – 10:50am         RCIA: The Big Picture 

 10:50am – 11:00am       Break 

 11:00am – 11:50am       RCIA: But what are we supposed to do!?!? 

 11:50am – 12:00pm Announcements, Prayer, & Dismissal 

 
 
 
 
 
 

             ENCOUNTER AND CONVERSION:  
            RCIA Basics for Parish Directors & Teams 

 
 The goal of the RCIA, as the goal of all human life is holiness, which is to say 

intimate union with God. The ancient Rite of Christian Initiation is geared toward facilitating an 
opportunity for encounter and providing a place for conversion through intentional discipleship. 

In one sense, nothing has changed since the RCIA was created in the first centuries of the 
Christianity. In other ways, everything has.  
 

Through prayer, presentation, and discussion, this session will explore these topics: 

 The origins and history of the RCIA 

 The goals of the RCIA 

 Basic guidelines for implementing the RCIA 

 A cursory look at the rites within the Rite 

 An introduction the Diocese of Superior RCIA Handbook 

 
 

 
 

Chris Hurtubise is the Associate Director of Catholic Formation for the Diocese of Superior. He holds a master’s 
degree in theology from the University of Dallas and a Bachelor’s degree in classics from Hillsdale College in 
Hillsdale, Michigan.  Chris served as the Director of Faith Formation for the parishes in Amery and Balsam Lake 
prior to coming to work for the diocese. He went through the RCIA himself ten years ago at St. Mary of the Angels 
in Chicago. Chris lives with Stephanie, his wife of 8 years, on a hobby farm in Luck, WI.  
         



  

 

GREAT ENDEAVORS MINED & SHARED 
      from an International Adult Faith Formation Best Practices Study 

 #64 -   April 2016 

 
Best Practices: Support for Grandparents  
Some interesting facts about grandparents of today: 

 Grandparents are younger than most people think. The average age of 
a U.S. grandparent is 48, and more than half are Baby Boomers. 

 

 Some people who were raised by their grandparents: Maya Angelou, 
Carol Burnett, Bill Clinton, Willie Nelson, Jack Nicholson, Barack 
Obama and Oprah Winfrey. 

 

 About 3 out of 4 grandparents think being one "is the single most 
important and satisfying thing in their life." And 9 in 10 "enjoy talking 
about their grandkids to just about everyone." 

 

 Grandparents are in the workforce. 60% have a full-time or part-time 
job; 23% have started their own business. 

 

 Grandparents like to spend time with their grandkids. 60% live close 
to their grandchildren. 46% wish they could live even closer. 70% see 
their grandchildren at least once a week. 66% travel with their 
grandchildren. 81% have their grandchildren for part or all of their 
summer vacation.   
 
Sources:  

 http://www.grandparents.com/food-and-leisure/did-you-know/fun-
facts-grandparents-day  
 

 http://www.grandparents.com/food-and-leisure/did-you 
know/surprising-facts-about-grandparents 

 

 The average American will be a grandparent for half of his or her 
adult life. The average age of becoming a grandparent is 48, according 
to AARP's 2002 Grandparents Study 
 

 One tenth of American children live with a grandparent. This U.S. 
Census Bureau figure includes both grandchildren being raised by 
grandparents and multi-generational households (those with  
 

 
grandparents, parents and children). Most of these households include 
at least two grandchildren, and many include more. 
 

 Grandmothers outnumber grandfathers, but that could change. 
Because women live longer than men, grandmothers outnumber 
grandfathers about 124 to 100, according to Census Bureau figures 
quoted in the MetLife Study. That is expected to drop significantly by 
2020, however, and the numbers could continue to even out. 

 

 About 15% of grandparents care for grandchildren while the parents 
work. This figure, from the AARP report, includes grandparents who 
are eager to provide child care and those who help out mainly because 
of the expense of conventional day care. Some grandparents are the 
sole child care providers; in other cases, they are part of a network of 
child care options. 

 

 
       Nobody can do for little children 

      what grandparents do. 
        Grandparents sort of sprinkle stardust 

        over the lives of little children. 
  - Alex Haley  

                    

 
     Today’s realities – in every area of our lives – bring many and various 
needs. A few of the many experiences of today’s grandparents include: 
 

 Desiring to share the vitality of life and the gift of faith with their 
grandchildren 

 Raising their grandchildren 
 

 Wanting to unite in prayer for their families and the needs of the 
world 

 Staying connected when their children/grandchildren live at a distance 
 

 Experiencing the death of a grandchild 
 

http://www.grandparents.com/food-and-leisure/did-you-know/fun-facts-grandparents-day
http://www.grandparents.com/food-and-leisure/did-you-know/fun-facts-grandparents-day
http://www.grandparents.com/food-and-leisure/did-you%20know/surprising-facts-about-grandparents
http://www.grandparents.com/food-and-leisure/did-you%20know/surprising-facts-about-grandparents
http://assets.aarp.org/rgcenter/general/gp_2002.pdf
http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/facts_for_features_special_editions/cb12-ff17.html
http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/facts_for_features_special_editions/cb12-ff17.html
https://www.metlife.com/assets/cao/mmi/publications/studies/2011/mmi-american-grandparents.pdf
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GREAT ENDEAVORS MINED & SHARED 

 This – and the following issue – will explore some of the ways 
parishes are responding today to the various life situations of 
grandparents.  

 
 

 
Grandparents-Grandchild Camp 
     A couple of years ago, Jolana Peard (Pastoral Associate of 
Elementary Ministries at St. Robert of Newminster Parish, Ada, 
MI) had a co-worker hand her an advertisement for a 

grandparents-grandchildren camp at Michigan State University. Recognizing 
that grandparents want to know how to pass on the faith, Jolana thought, “We 
can use an opportunity like this to help grandparents be involved in their 
grandchildren’s faith growth.”     
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
    
     The Grandparent/Grandchild Camp takes place during the summer, an 
opportunity for grandparents and grandchildren (ages 8-12) to come together 
for a three-day learning experience of faith sharing, a lesson concentrating on 
various aspects of family and the Catholic family, prayer, games, and crafts.  
Scheduled from 9:30 – noon, the days begin with a simple breakfast. 
 
     The over-all themes for each camp have always been something from 
which “family relationships” (and the activities, learnings, and prayer) can flow; 

e.g. “The Jesse Tree;” “The Twelve Tribes.” Some of the activities which have 
been included are: 

 Writing a family prayer using a recipe 

 The apple doesn’t fall far from the tree: an activity for grandparents 
and grandchildren to find out what they have in common. 

 Jesse Tree bingo 

 Planting a sapling after painting the pots 

 Garden stone handprints in cement 

 Family tree worksheet 

 Jeopardy game of basic Catholic knowledge 

 Exploring the 12 tribes of Israel; exploring family geographic origins 

 Painting together an acrylic painting of a desert scene with 
professional artist 

 Creating tribe flags and family flags 

 Making memory boxes 

 A scrapbook of the three days 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Who has participated in the camp?  

 Grandchildren (who are parishioners) bring their grandparents 

 Grandparents (who are parishioners) bring their grandchildren 
 

 Some grandparents, from the parish, have volunteered to be surrogate 
grandparents for children who desire to come, but don’t have 
grandparents in the area 
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 Some grandparents are from other parishes who read about it via the 
online bulletin or because of their participation in the Scripture study 
at St. Robert’s. 
 

 One grandparent told Jolana that she tells various groups about it (e.g. 
her book club). She said she is going to keep telling people until other 
parishes start offering the same type of camp for their grandparents.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some important procedures which have added to the success of the 
camp: 

 Because of a beautiful space in their newly constructed Parish Life 
Center, breaks between each activity are included: for restroom visits, 
quick coffee/snack refills, and a brief basketball game.  Although the 
breaks are only a couple of minutes between each section of the 
morning, the basketball game always gets the wiggles out of the 
children, helping them to return and focus on a new activity. 
 

 Grandparents are asked to bring only two grandchildren at a time, so 
personal attention can be given to each one. 
 

 No parents can participate as helpers, so that children can give their 
full focus to their grandparents. 
 
 
 
 

 
The task of the second-half of life is to become the quiet, 

blessing grandparent who no longer needs to be the 
centre of attention but is happy simply watching the 

young grow and enjoy themselves. 
- Ron Rolheiser   

                    

 

 

 

 
Grandparents in Prayer 
     In some parishes grandparents have joined – in various ways - 
for prayer. 

 
     Because of 9/11, some grandparents at Our Lady of Victory Parish, 
Centerville, MA, wondered what they could do to help in some way. They 
knew that many people were praying, but a group wanted to gather for prayer, 
starting a novena to St. Anne, the grandmother of Jesus. They did just that, 
beginning on July 26, 2002 (the feast of Sts. Anne and Joachim).  

 
     Since then, the Gathering Grandmothers Novena, a group of twelve to twenty 
grandmothers has met every Friday at noon. After opening prayer, the 
grandmothers share particular situations which are need of prayer. They then 
pray that Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be and Hail Holy Queen, then ending 
with the Litany of St. Anne.  

 http://www.catholictradition.org/Litanies/litany14.htm 

 http://prayerbook.com/Litanies/litaanne.htm) 
 
     The idea has spread, other parishes beginning something similar, 
sometimes meeting monthly, some also expanding to do a few weekend 
gatherings a year with families, including grandparents. Dianne Gilligan, from 
Our Lady of Victory, remarks: “For us, I think the simplicity and short time 
requirement have contributed to our success and longevity.” 
 
     For more information, see:  

 http://olvparish.org/gatheringgrandmothers.html 

 http://www.facebook.com/olvgrandmothers 
 

http://www.catholictradition.org/Litanies/litany14.htm
http://prayerbook.com/Litanies/litaanne.htm
http://olvparish.org/gatheringgrandmothers.html
http://www.facebook.com/olvgrandmothers
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     “One of the groups that was inspired by The Gathering Grandparents is the 
Grandparents Group at St. George Parish, Worcester, MA,” says Ruth Viens, 
from St. George Parish. One difference is that Ruth wanted to be sure to 
include grandfathers as well.  

 
     This group in Worcester meets at 11:00 am (for approximately 45 minutes) 
on the third Friday of the month, September through May to pray for the 
safety and well-being of their grandchildren. Their gathering includes prayers 
to Saint Anne and Saint Joachim, grandparents of Jesus, and the rosary. Copies 
of the prayers we use are always available in the church hall for anyone unable 
to attend but who may wish to pray from home.  

 
     They currently have what Ruth calls a “core group” of about eight 
grandparents. The group is open to any grandparents who wish to come and 
plans are underway to continue to the advertising, inviting more grandparents 
to join them: 

 Notes on their diocesan website 

 Faxed weekly to all parishes in the diocese 

 Always mentioned in the calendar section of the weekly diocesan 
paper 

 The parish bulletin, parish website a monthly parish e-newsletter  
 
     Another prayer idea can be found in the booklet, Daily Meditations (with 
Scripture) for Busy Grandmas (http://www.thepastoralcenter.com/251.html). 
  
 

 
The very fact that you don’t look or act or feel like         

the grandparents of even a generation ago                           
does not mean that you are less, but that you are more       

- in effect, an evolved form of grandparents,            
primed to do a bigger and more challenging job               

than any group before you. 
 

- Arthur Kornhaber   
                    

 

 

 

Grandparents at a Distance 
     According to a recent survey by the American Association of 
Retired Persons (AARP), 66% of American grandparents live 

more than twenty-five miles away from their grandchildren; 75% wish they 
could see their grandchildren more often. 
 
     In responding to my question regarding what was happening in parishes to 
support grandparents, Mary Caputo, of North Brookfield, MA commented, 
“My parish does not have any programs for grandparents, but it does have a 
large elderly population that would greatly benefit from something like this.  I, 
myself have grandchildren living at a distance.  I would love suggestions on 
how to stay close.”  
 
     Mary echoes the feelings/desires of many grandparents who are at a 
distance. Here are a few ways to connect (many of these could be for all 
grandparents (and great aunts and uncles), not just those at a distance: 
 

 Connect With Far-Off Grandchildren: 
http://www.grandparents.com/grandkids/long-distance-
grandparents/connectingtime 
 

 Stay in Touch with Grandkids!: 
http://www.cyberparent.com/gran/intouch.htm 

 

 Best Ways to stay in touch with Grandchildren: 
http://denisehandlon.hubpages.com/hub/Best-Ways-to-stay-in-
touch-with-Grandchildren 

 

 Long Distance Grandparenting: How to Keep in Touch: 
http://www.parentingweekly.com/grandparents/long_distance.htm 

 

 Long Distance Grandparents: 
http://www.fiftyisthenewforty.com/family/long-distance-
grandparents/ 
 

 15 ways for grandparents and grandchildren to bond: 
http://www.sheknows.com/parenting/articles/810863/15-ways-for-
grandparents-and-grandchildren-to-bond 

 

http://www.thepastoralcenter.com/251.html
http://www.grandparents.com/grandkids/long-distance-grandparents/connectingtime
http://www.grandparents.com/grandkids/long-distance-grandparents/connectingtime
http://www.cyberparent.com/gran/intouch.htm
http://denisehandlon.hubpages.com/hub/Best-Ways-to-stay-in-touch-with-Grandchildren
http://denisehandlon.hubpages.com/hub/Best-Ways-to-stay-in-touch-with-Grandchildren
http://www.parentingweekly.com/grandparents/long_distance.htm
http://www.fiftyisthenewforty.com/family/long-distance-grandparents/
http://www.fiftyisthenewforty.com/family/long-distance-grandparents/
http://www.sheknows.com/parenting/articles/810863/15-ways-for-grandparents-and-grandchildren-to-bond
http://www.sheknows.com/parenting/articles/810863/15-ways-for-grandparents-and-grandchildren-to-bond
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 Ideas for Grandparents to Stay in Touch and Close to 

Grandchildren When Living Far Away: 
http://everydaylife.globalpost.com/ideas-grandparents-stay-touch-
close-grandchildren-living-far-away-5780.html 

 

 Staying in Touch with Grandchildren: 
http://www.nanascorner.com/staying-in-touch-with-grandchildren/ 

 

 Stay Close to Your Grandchildren At a Distance: 
http://ncpen.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Stay-Close-to-Your-
Grandchildren-at-a-Distance_NC1.pdf 

 

 How to bond from a distance: 
http://www.grandparents.com/grandkids/long-distance-
grandparents/how-to-bond-from-a-distance 

 

 Ways to Grandparent Older Grandchildren: 
http://www.lifeway.com/Article/Ways-to-grandparent-older-
grandchildren 

 

 Tips for staying in touch: 
http://www.cyberparent.com/intouchtip/ 

 
 
GEMS Wondering 

 In this issue 
o what surprised you? what challenged you? 
o what sparked ideas in you for the needs of your parish? 

 

 In your community are there any stereotypes about grandparents and 
grandparenting that need to be examined and challenged (e.g. 
grandparents shouldn’t be raising their grandchildren; in some cultures 
it’s always the grandparents that raise their grandchildren, etc.). 

 
More to Come 
     More ideas – for the support of and the involvement of grandparents with 
their grandchildren - will continue in our next two issues. Thanks, everyone, 
for sharing so many things that work – things that respond to the life needs of 
today’s adults.  

 

Golden Nuggets from You  

     “What a wonderful GEM (GEMS #38). While I always 
find these monthly newsletters interesting and helpful, I was 
very interested to see the variety of movies and formats, and 
the possibility of these as evangelization tools, for 
parishioners, as well as those not of our faith. I really 
appreciate all the resources you share with us. 

- Catherine Cornue 
    Diocesan Director of Faith Formation, Syracuse, NY 

 
(We welcome your comments, thoughts, suggestions, ideas, etc. Your 
views and practices continually support and encourage others. Email 
them to jschaeffler@adriandominicans.org any time.) 
  

 

 

 
                                                      

 
 

Janet Schaeffler, OP 
www.janetschaeffler.com  

jschaeffler@adriandominicans.org 
 

 
Additional ideas for Adult Faith Formation Planning and Best Practices can 
be found at: 

 The Seasons of Adult Faith Formation 
http://www.lifelongfaith.com/store/p25/The_Seasons_of_Adult_Faith_
Formation.html 
 

 The Seasons of Adult Faith Formation website 
http://www.lifelongfaith.com/2015-adult-faith-formation-
symposium.html 
 

 40 Tips: Getting Started in Adult Faith Formation 
http://www.ecatechist.com/ebooks/ (scroll down) 
 

 Parish Leadership for Improved Adult Catechesis 
http://store.pastoralplanning.com/iboplbeprfor.html  

http://everydaylife.globalpost.com/ideas-grandparents-stay-touch-close-grandchildren-living-far-away-5780.html
http://everydaylife.globalpost.com/ideas-grandparents-stay-touch-close-grandchildren-living-far-away-5780.html
http://www.nanascorner.com/staying-in-touch-with-grandchildren/
http://ncpen.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Stay-Close-to-Your-Grandchildren-at-a-Distance_NC1.pdf
http://ncpen.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Stay-Close-to-Your-Grandchildren-at-a-Distance_NC1.pdf
http://www.grandparents.com/grandkids/long-distance-grandparents/how-to-bond-from-a-distance
http://www.grandparents.com/grandkids/long-distance-grandparents/how-to-bond-from-a-distance
http://www.lifeway.com/Article/Ways-to-grandparent-older-grandchildren
http://www.lifeway.com/Article/Ways-to-grandparent-older-grandchildren
http://www.cyberparent.com/intouchtip/
http://www.janetschaeffler.com/GEMS__38.pdf
http://www.janetschaeffler.com/
mailto:jschaeffler@adriandominicans.org
http://www.lifelongfaith.com/store/p25/The_Seasons_of_Adult_Faith_Formation.html
http://www.lifelongfaith.com/store/p25/The_Seasons_of_Adult_Faith_Formation.html
http://www.lifelongfaith.com/2015-adult-faith-formation-symposium.html
http://www.lifelongfaith.com/2015-adult-faith-formation-symposium.html
http://www.ecatechist.com/ebooks/
http://store.pastoralplanning.com/iboplbeprfor.html


Diocesan Catholic Formation Calendar 
2016-2017 

(Updated April 4, 2016) 
 

June 
12-17 Extreme Faith Camp at Mason and Rhinelander 
12-17 Totus Tuus @ Superior 
19-24 Totus Tuus @ Hayward and Rhinelander 
26-1 Totus Tuus @ Park Falls 
 
July 
11-15 Totus Tuus @ Ladysmith and River Falls 
17-22 Totus Tuus @ Amery 
24-29 Totus Tuus @ Glenwood City and Tomahawk 
 
August 
31-5 Totus Tuus @ Spooner and Merrill 
7-12 Totus Tuus @ Hudson and Medford 
11 New Principal Orientation @ Hayward 
18-19 School SMDP Seminar @ Rice Lake 
TBD New Teacher Gathering @ TBD 
25 New Parish Catechetical Leader Orientation @ 

Haugen 
30 Parish Catechetical Leader Day @ Phillips 
31 Parish Catechetical Leader Day @ Amery 
 
September 
13 New Principal Orientation @ TBD 
15 SUMMIT Gathering @ Tony 
18 Catechetical Sunday – Theme: Prayer: The Faith 

Prayed 
19-23 School SMDP Tracking #2 Meetings 
19-7 School Testing Window 
 
October 
4 Professional Development Day @ Hayward 
5 School Central Region Mass @ Spooner 
7 Parish Catechetical Leader Day @ Hayward 
11 Principal Meeting @ River Falls 
14 Parish Catechetical Leader Day @ Tomahawk 
TBD New Teacher Gathering @ TBD 
21 Parish Catechetical Leader Day @ Somerset 
28 Fall Conference @ Rice Lake 
 
November 
4 School SMDP Video Conference 
6-12 Religious Education Week 
10-11 Wisconsin Directors of Religious Education 

Conference @ Elkhart Lake 
11-13 High School Leadership Weekend @ Mason 
13 Year of Mercy Door Closes @ Superior 
17 Principal Meeting @ Haugen 
28-2 School SMDP Tracking #3 Meetings 
 

December 
2 Advent Day of Reflection @ Dobie 
 
January 
9-27 School Testing Window 
10 Professional Development Day @ Hayward 
19 Principal Meeting @ Haugen 
TBD New Teacher Gathering @ TBD 
29-4 Catholic Schools’ Week 
31 School North Region Mass @ Superior 
 
February 
1 School West Region Mass @ Somerset 
2 School East Region Mass @ Medford 
6-10 School SMDP Tracking #4 Meetings 
10 School WCRIS Conference @ Pewaukee 
28 Principal-Pastor-Bishop Meeting @ Rice Lake 
 
March 
3 School SMDP Video Conference 
8 Youth Rally @ TBD 
10 Parish Catechetical Leader Day @ Hayward 
TBD New Teacher Gathering @ TBD 
17 Parish Catechetical Leader Day @ Tomahawk 
21 Principal Meeting @ Ladysmith 
24 Parish Catechetical Leader Day @ Somerset 
31-2 High School Leadership Weekend @ Mason 
 
April 
3-7 School SMDP Tracking #5 Meeting 
4 Chrism Mass @ Superior 
18-20 NCEA Convention @ St. Louis, MO 
24-12 School Testing Window 
25 Professional Development Day @ Hayward 
 
May 
7 Extreme Faith Camp Training @ Dobie 
17-18 School SMDP Seminar @ Rice Lake 
TBD NCCL Conference @ TBD 
TBD New Teacher Gathering @ TBD 
 
June 
11-16 Extreme Faith Camp at Mason 
25-30 Extreme Faith Camp at Rhinelander 
 

 
 




