
SUMMARY OF ONLINE MEETING 

1. Welcome by Director of Catholic Formation Peggy Schoenfuss 
a. Outline for Meeting 

i. Reaffirm our hope 
ii. Best practices - share your ideas and resources with each other - formed.org, 

etc.  Put those ideas and items on the Catechetical Leader Facebook page 
iii. Implore parish leaders to stay in contact with families and encourage families to 

lean into their faith through this season 
iv. Share resources  
v. Answer questions 

2. Opening Prayer - by Assoc. Director of Catholic Formation Chris Hurtubise 
a. “Pray, Hope, Don’t Worry” -- St. Pio 
b. Prayer for hope, courage and trust in confusing and anxious times. 
c. “We often live with this illusion. With the impression that all would go better, we would 

like the things around us to change, that the circumstances would change. But this is 
often an error. It is not the exterior circumstances that must change; it is above all our 
hearts that must change. They must be purified of their withdrawal into themselves, of 
their sadness, of their lack of hope: Happy are the pure in heart; they shall see God 
(Matthew 5:8). Happy are those whose hearts are purified by faith and hope, who bring to 
their lives a view animated by the certitude that, beyond appearances to the contrary, God 
is present, providing for their essential needs and that they lack nothing. If they have that 
faith, they will indeed see God: they will experience that presence of God which will 
accompany them and guide them. They will see that many of the circumstances that they 
thought negative and damaging to their spiritual life are, in fact, in God’s pedagogy, 
powerful means for helping them to progress and grow.” -- Fr. Jacques Philippe, 
Searching for and Maintaining Peace, 43 

3. Safety and cleaning - Peggy 
a. It is imperative that we take every precaution we can to stop the spread of this virus -- 

especially in charity for the aged community within our communities who are most at 
risk. 

b. Deep cleaning prior to reopening - make sure you remember to disinfect work areas and 
social areas at least once a day - wipe down pews, railings, doorknobs, light switches, 
computers, phones, etc. 

c. Limit exposure - remember we want to limit the chance of exposure to everyone most 
especially the elderly, very young and anyone with a compromised immune system.  We 
need to each do our part to make sure that the virus isn’t unnecessarily spread.  Some of 
our elderly forget they are elderly and want to do everything their young minds want 
them to do, but we need to help them remember how susceptible they are to this virus. 

4. Communication with families - Chris 
a. Obviously, we need to be sending home resources to our families. This can/should 

include the text book resources being used for younger grades and content from resources 
being used for older grades. 

b. We should also be sending prayer resources home for families to use together. 
c. However, simply sending resources is not enough. Please be as human as possible in 

these interactions. Share the resource, but please also share advice for how, where, when 
to use it.  

i. For example, share a link to Magnificat’s free online subscription to the daily 
readings and meditations, but also share a suggested ‘liturgy’ for families to use 
to pray with the Mass readings, together with a message of why praying with the 



Mass readings and making a spiritual communion is a great way to stay in tune 
with the Mass and the liturgical season. 

d. Please also use your time to stay connected with the parish families and encourage them 
to stay connected with the parish as well: 

i. This is a unique situation -- the much-needed safety protocols are pushing us 
further and further into isolation: away from work, family, church, friends. We 
have to intentionally work at building community in this challenging time. 

ii. Check in on people who may need help. This is an incredible opportunity to 
serve the neediest in our midst. Does someone you know need groceries? Or 
medical supplies? Or maybe just a phone call? Let’s encourage our parishioners 
to be the hands of Christ to our communities. 

e. Please encourage your parish leadership to stress the importance of your parish 
communities staying connected!  

i. For example, encourage your clergy to make videos to share with the community 
through social media. 

ii. Send links to any Masses your priest is videoing or information about when they 
might be televised. 

iii. Please encourage your parish to keep their tithes up too -- many parishes’ 
margins are thin like many of our families. It is incredibly important to keep that 
revenue coming in even though we aren’t gathering for Mass. 

5. Questions about other groups than K-12 Religious Education: -- Peggy 
a. RCIA, Adult Bible Studies - Parishes should discontinue holding these meetings in 

person, per Bishop’s letter sent out this afternoon.  It is important to remember what is 
important right now.  The check off list of guidelines for sacraments sometimes need to 
be put aside and we need to focus on the Holy Spirit and the Grace that will be 
imparted.  We need to trust that the resources we send people to study on their own is 
enough to give them the disposition to receive a sacrament.  When it comes to 
requirements for RCIA, Confirmation and First Communion - focus on what’s important, 
not the “materials due”. 

b. Could have them pick up resources at the parish and mail hard copies to those who can’t 
come get them - the skies the limit to have an opportunity to try something new.  This is 
an opportunity to promote, encourage and coach families to do family catechesis.   

c. Be careful with requiring anything online even for RCIA and confirmation. Not all 
families have internet access or even a computer at home.  They may only have their cell 
phone with cell phone data - which may be limited.  Do not require “homework” - 
provide detailed enrichment ideas for them.  Do everything you can to make sure the 
Church is still present in the lives of the faithful. 

d. Not sure about confirmations and Easter vigils More communications for the celebration 
of these spring sacraments and celebrations will be coming out at a later date. 

e. Public schools and care facilities are providing meals either weekly or daily.  Be sure to 
direct your needy families to these locations and check on them to make sure the children 
and elderly have the necessary food they need. 

 


