
Generation Name 
(Robinson) 

Births 
Start 

Births 
End 

Youngest 
Age Today 

Oldest Age 
Today 

Silent Generation 1925 1945 75 95 

Baby Boomers 1946 1964 56 74 

Gen-X 1965 1979 41 55 

Millennials 1980 1994 26 40 

iGen 1995 2012 8 25 

Gen Alpha 2013 2025 1 7 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

FORMING RESILIENT DISCIPLES 
Peggy Schoenfuss 

 
ike is a high school sophomore who attends 
the local public high school.  He serves at 
Mass on weekends, because his mother has 

instilled in him that this is his service to the Church.  
Mike likes to attend Church events with 
his friends and enjoys the moments of 
prayer, especially in adoration.  After 
these encounters, Mike comes home 
and is excited to share his experience 
with his brothers and parents.  His family 
continually encourages him to 
participate in these events and hope 
that he will consider the priesthood, but 
Mike wants to fit in with his friends.  Unfortunately, his 
social media and people of influence at school keep 
reminding him he needs to get a “good job” when he 
grows up.  Even at religious education at the parish he 
isn’t hearing about how great it is to be Catholic. 

What we see from Mike is not what we normally see 
from the average teen.  Most teens are demonstrating a 
lack of willingness to engage in the faith, as well as a 
lack of interest.  They all have an opportunity to grow in 
faith, but the world around them is telling them it isn’t a 
priority. 

Throughout the 1990s and now into the 2000s we’ve 
seen a spike in the number of young people not 

affiliating with any religion.  In 2016, only about 66% of 
young adults (18-24-year-olds) affiliated with any 
organized religion.  The current teen generation 
therefore is more likely to be raised by religiously 

unaffiliated parents.  In 2015, 22% 
of high school seniors said they 
never attended a religious service. 
(Twenge, 2017, pp. 120-123) 

Mike tries to encourage his friends 
to attend church events with him.  
Unfortunately, his friends, 
whether they are from religious 

households or not, are telling him that they get more 
spiritual feelings from outside the Church – nature, 
social media, etc.  They also claim that the Church 
doesn’t know them or what they are experiencing or 
going through in life.  In 2016, only 60% of young adults 
believed in God.  This disassociation with religion is not 
just about distrust in an institution, but more of a 
disconnect from religion at home and in their hearts. 
Studies show that our thoughts that people claim to be 
spiritual but not religious are not true.  With our 
youngest generations, spirituality has not replaced 
religion. (Twenge, 2017, pp. 127-132) 

Four popes (Paul VI in 1974, John Paul II in 1983, 
Benedict XVI in 2010 and Francis in 2013) since the 
Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) have emphasized 
the Catholic Church’s mission to be Christ to all people 
(ad gentes).  They focused on three main groups of 
people in need of evangelization: 

1. Those who are strong and fervent in their faith. 

2. The baptized who no longer practice their faith. 

3. Those who have never heard the Gospel. 

M 
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Through these popes, we have come to know more 
deeply that we are all called to help others have a 
conversion of heart.  People need to know and be able 
to put the faith into the context of the culture of our 
times.  Those being evangelized (all of us at all times) 
need to have experiences of God’s saving grace through 
the sacraments, prayer, Scripture, Church teachings and 
people of witness.   

 

So, in simple terms, what does this mean?  We are all on 
a journey of faith.  Whether we were born, baptized and 
raised Catholic or we were born and raised without any 
faith, we need to come to know Jesus Christ personally 
so that we can share His love and hope with others.   

This journey is “counter-cultural” in our world today.  
We are continually bombarded with taking Christ out of 
the public realm.  In taking faith out of our lives, we 
invite in evil spirits and thought.  It is our duty, as 
Christian witnesses, to bring Christ back into our 
personal lives and relationships. 

What does this journey look like?  We see it as an arc 
from first exposure to Christ and His church to a life of 
dedicated discipleship and intentional mission. 

In the pre-evangelization stage – when a person feels 
welcome and part of a community, that sense of 
belonging allows them to begin to open their mind and 
heart to the faith.  During this time, individuals usually 
are, at first, not interested, but through welcome and a 
sense that someone else cares about their faith journey, 
they will begin to start to talk about Jesus, or at least ask 
questions. 

In the evangelization stage – once a person starts to feel 
that sense of welcome, they want to start to behave and 

express themselves.  In order to behave in such a 
manner, they need to hear the Kerygma (Greek 
kērygma, from kēryssein to proclaim, from kēryx herald 
(Webster, 2020)) – the “story” of salvation through 
Jesus Christ. 

Conversion occurs through evangelization – for all of us 
no matter where we are on our journey.  Individuals 
who witness Christians filled with hope while following 
Jesus Christ will be led to open their heart and mind to 
Christ.  We all continually need to be converted.  Fr. 
Jacques Philippe helps us understand this reality when 
he says, Every Christian must be thoroughly convinced 
that is spiritual life can in no way be viewed as the quiet 
unfolding of an inconsequential life without any 
problems; rather it must be viewed as the scene of a 
constant and sometimes painful battle, which will not 
end until death… This combat is inevitable, but is to be 
understood as an extremely positive reality, because, as 
St. Catherine of Siena says, “without war there is no 
peace”… This combat is the definitive place of our 
transfiguration and glorification. (Philippe, 2002, p. 9) 

Christianity is not a set of facts, but an encounter with 
the event/person of Jesus Christ. (Canales, 2010)  Here 
is where you, or those you evangelize, personally come 
to know Jesus Christ in their life.  You truly accept Jesus 
in the sacraments.  You strive, through prayer and 
expression, to learn more and more about Christ.  You 
find opportunities to experience His saving grace in 
adoration, Mass, confession, and relationships with 
others.  You put Jesus at the center of your life. 
(Economy, 2020) 

 

Mike, our high school teen, has come to know Christ and 
is working hard to keep Him at the center of his life, but 
he now needs to accept himself as a disciple.  Which, 
works best when there is someone to disciple him.  
Discipleship is this stage of striving for holiness.  When 
we are disciples, we are following Jesus and His will for 
our lives.  We’re endeavoring to live out the call to be a 
saint, that is, to go to heaven. (Boston, 2018)  The 
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decision to accept the graces that open our heart to 
make Christ the center of our life is a re-ordering of our 
priorities, actions and thinking. 

What does this 
mean for us as 
teachers and 
catechists?  Right 
now, in 2020, we are 
in a state of “Digital 
Babylon”.  Ancient 
Babylon was the 
pagan-but-spiritual, 
hyper-stimulated, 
multicultural, 
imperial crossroads 
that became the 
unwilling home for 
Judean exile. (Kinnaman, 2019, p. 20)  However, digital 
Babylon is not a place but a virtual reality of anyone 
with Wi-Fi.  Within this new Babylon, we are 
experiencing God 
being pushed out of 
our lives, and replaced 
by worldly thought.  
The mono-theistic 
Judeo-Christian culture 
the generations of 
Silent, Boomers and 
Gen-Xers grew up in is 
gone.  Change during 
these generations was 
relatively slow and 
knowledge and 
experiences were 
passed on easily to 
new generations.  The 
Bible and Church 
teaching were the 
authorities almost 
everyone could agree 
on.  Today, the societal pressure to have faith in your life 
is next to non-existent.  The Bible is only one source 
many people use to base beliefs and decisions on. 

Ancient Babylon was a culture that emphasized pride, 
power, prestige and pleasure.  Sound familiar?  Today, 
websites, apps, movies, video games and social media 
provide the backdrop in which we “test what is true and 
what is real.”  What is real and true is up to anyone to 
determine.  Millennials and iGen’ers are the first 
generation of humans who cannot rely on the earned 

wisdom of previous generations to help them live with 
the rapid technological changes. (Kinnaman, 2019, p. 25) 

Since we can’t return 
to the way things 
used to be.  We need 
to figure out how to 
build disciples to live 
in the culture of 
today.  St. John Paul 
II reminds us that 
evangelization 
occurs most 
effectively when the 
Church engages the 
culture of those she 
evangelizes. He 
called for new 

“ardor, methods and expression” of evangelization, ones 
that engage the present-day culture and modern man. 
(Bishops, 2020)  So now, even 30 years after St. John 

Paul II made these 
statements, it is still 
true.  We need to help 
form individuals, using 
today’s methods, to 
follow Jesus in a more 
resilient way.  To do 
this, we need to lead 
young people to make 
a deep, lasting 
connection with Jesus 
and the Church. 

What is important to 
remember is that we 
already have resilient 
disciples among us.  
Ten percent of young 
people today are 
willing to be counter-
cultural and put Jesus 

at the center of their life.  Kind of like Mike. 

Prodigals are ex-Christians who do not currently identify 
as Christian even though they were raised Christian.  
Nomads are the unchurched who identify as Christian 
but do not attend church.  Habitual Churchgoers 
describe themselves as Christian and may occasionally 
attend church but do not hold foundational core beliefs 
or behaviors of intentionally engaged disciples.  Resilient 
Disciples are Christ followers who 1) attend and engage 
regularly in church, 2) trust in the authority of Scripture 
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and the Church, 3) are committed to Jesus personally, 
and 4) want to transform the greater society. 

The first step to transform young people to be resilient 
disciples is to be counter-cultural ourselves.   Romans 
12:2 reminds us, Do not be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that 
you may discern what is the will of God—what is good 
and acceptable and perfect.  To be counter-cultural, we 
need to prepare young people to be strong in the face of 
conflict.  We need to prepare them for the world they 
will live in.  How do we do this? 

1. Don’t insulate their experiences from seeing and 
experiencing the real world. 

2. Prepare them for difficult conversations.  Teach them 
to speak the Truth of Christ in love. 

3. Provide them with the means to “live wisely when it 
comes to sex and sexuality”. 

4. Teach them “to be in, but not of” the world. 

5. Do not present a “cheap Brand Jesus imitation”. 

6. Become “robust learning communities” 

7. Create a community where people “enjoy spending 
time together and want to emulate one another’s lives”. 

8. Reframe “ambition, generosity, productivity and 
meaning” in God’s call for us. 

9. Acknowledge that “God’s design for life is bigger than 
we can imagine”. 

10. Engage them in “spiritually formative practices”. 
(Kinnaman, 2019, pp. 178-211) 

To emphasize these points, we need to consider this: 
Sometimes teaching rich, robust truths is hard work and 
can lead to boredom in an age of short attention spans.  
But in our efforts to keep things from becoming boring, 
we’ve put the cookies on the bottom shelf for the next 
generation.  We’ve oversimplified things.  We give Brand 
Jesus pep talks that inspire in the moment, but melt into 
the digital ether as soon as young people walk out of 
church.  This is the problem with entertaining-but-
shallow Christian experiences for youth and young 
adults.  What’s worse, young people who are ready to 
grow, who want to push past the boredom, are 
disappointed.  This is how we end up losing some of the 
brightest young minds and talents, particularly creatives, 

entrepreneurs, and science-minded students. 
(Kinnaman, 2019, pp. 98-99) 

A 2012 survey of 18-24-year-olds found that most 
believed Christianity was anti-gay (64%), judgmental 
(62%) and hypocritical (58%).  Unfortunately, we 
Christians have become known for what we oppose, 
rather than who we are for.  iGen’ers want religion to be 
more positive and less negative.  They want to interact 
with religion and not just to be told what to do.  A young 
adult studied by Twenge says, “Young adults want 
answers about life and about who we are, why this even 
matters, what we can do.  Instead we get told just to 
pray or a handout worksheet about Bible verses.”  
Twenge, a secular author, goes on to explain that we 
need to focus on active discussions with iGen’s that 
address the “big questions” they have about life.  In 
summary, Twenge states that “Americans are no longer 
looking to the church as an authority on issues.  These 
are issues they feel comfortable in deciding themselves, 
however people are still seeking community.”  It is 
obvious then, by creating intentional community, we 
can bring people to faith. (Twenge, 2017, pp. 139-142) 
 
 

Peggy Schoenfuss: is the Director of Catholic Formation and 
Superintendent of Catholic Schools for the Diocese of Superior. 
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STUDENTS, FAMILIES, AND  

EVANGELIZATION IN THE CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

Joseph D. White 
 

Evangelization is a primary function of Catholic schools. 
Although they provide quality education in a variety of 
subject areas, as agents of the Church, they share the 
larger mission of the Church: forming disciples of Jesus 
Christ. Catholic schools should and must be more than 
public schools that also happen to have religion classes. 
Speaking about the role of the Catholic school, the 
Vatican II Declaration on 
Christian Education, 
Gravissimum Educationis 
states, “But its proper 
function is to create for the 
school community a special 
atmosphere animated by 
the Gospel spirit of freedom 
and charity, to help youth 
grow according to the new 
creatures they were made 
through baptism as they 
develop their own 
personalities, and finally to order the whole of human 
culture to the news of salvation so that the knowledge 
the students gradually acquire of the world, life and man 
is illumined by faith” (8). A key role of the Catholic 
school, then, is as an agent of evangelization.  

Schools can live out their mission to evangelize in a 
number of practical ways, including evangelizing 
students, evangelizing the family, and preparing 
students and families to evangelize the community. 

Catholic Schools Evangelize the Student 
Providing religious education is a key priority in the 
Catholic school, but religious education must be 
different than education in mathematics, science, 
history, or other subjects. If our objective is to form 
disciples, the Catholic Faith cannot be simply 
approached intellectually. Religious education in the 
Catholic school must be an immersive and formative 
experience that begins with an encounter with Jesus 
Christ through the proclamation of the kerygma.  

Knowing Jesus is different from simply “knowing about” 
him. As we draw closer to Jesus, our lives are changed—
we find the joy of becoming who we were made to be, 
we are challenged, and we are called to places we might 
have never gone before. A Christocentric catechesis—
one that focuses on the person of Jesus Christ—

facilitates an environment in which learners can get to 
know Jesus and draw closer to him. 

Help learners become acquainted with the Gospels, 
particularly the Paschal Mystery: Jesus’ death, 
resurrection, and ascension. Periodically choose a 
passage from the Gospels that is developmentally 
appropriate for your learners, both in length and 

content. Invite your learners 
to relax, close their eyes, 
and imagine themselves 
somewhere within the 
Gospel story. After 
meditating on the Gospel 

passage, invite learners to 
reflect on their experience. 
What did they hear Jesus 
saying to them, and how 
does it connect with their 
lives today? 

Schools also help students encounter Christ and 
experience his Church through the unique Christian 
community of the school. One of the great gifts of 
Catholic schools—an aspect of Catholic education that 
many people cite as life-changing for them—is the way 
in which Catholic schools socialize their students to work 
together, to be accountable to a community, to have 
self-discipline and take personal responsibility. When we 
not only demonstrate these lessons in our school rules 
and norms but also articulate them with respect to 
promoting the common good, we offer our students the 
opportunity to cultivate habits and virtues that will help 
them live lives of discipleship. 

Catholic Schools Evangelize the Family 
Catholic schools are in a unique position to evangelize 
families. Families in the United States today are more 
disconnected than ever before from their extended 
families and the larger community. We live in a more 
mobile society than ever before, and people are less 
likely to live near extended family. Recent sociological 
research indicates that on average, adults in the United 
States have half as many close friends as they did just 
ten years ago. All of this means that families are 
searching for community and connection. When 
Catholic schools make intentional efforts to become that 
community—the extended family that many people are 
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looking for—they not only have better retention of 
students, they also become a powerful witness of 
Christian community.  

Family events, including times to play (e.g., school 
carnivals) and to pray (e.g., school Masses) help to build 
community and bring families closer to one another and 
to God. One family activity that can be particularly 
important is holding some religion sessions for children 
and families together. Some religion curriculum 
publishers offer “family gathered” sessions in which a 
parent can attend with children in multiple grade levels 
and have a family experience of faith. Consider offering 
evening sessions like these, perhaps on a quarterly or 
monthly basis, as they can help parents learn more 
about the faith and how to talk with their children about 
God. One principle of behavioral psychology is that if we 
want to learn a new behavior, we must practice it. 
Neuroscience is now helping us understand why this is 
the case. When we practice a new behavior, new neural 
pathways form in the brain. The more we practice, the 
stronger these pathways become, and the easier and 
more natural it is to repeat the behavior. Parents often 
find it difficult at first to talk with their children about 
the faith. Practicing this in a group setting through 
family gathered sessions with facilitated parent-child 
discussions can be a great way to help parents feel more 
comfortable sharing the faith with their children.  

Catholic schools can also evangelize the family by 
offering adult faith formation classes, perhaps a short 
series on the parts of the Mass or on Catholic social 
teaching. In addition, sending home resources on what 
kids are learning about the faith and where to find 
information for adults on these topics can be helpful for 
parents for rediscovering (or discovering for the first 
time) the treasures of the faith. 

Catholic Schools Prepare Students and Families to 
Evangelize the Community 
Intentional discipleship is characterized by a life in 
mission. As we grow as followers of Jesus, we naturally 
share who we are and what we believe, both in word 
and in action. Through service to our families, our local 
parish, and the community around us, with particular 
attention to the poor and vulnerable, we imitate Christ’s 
love and service. As we allow the Holy Spirit to 
transform our lives, we discover God’s call, and we 
recognize and use the gifts God has given us. 

Catholic school teachers can assist students and families 
in answering the call to evangelization in a variety of 
ways. First, they prepare children to articulate their faith 
to others. We cannot live a faith we do not know. The 

First Letter of Peter tells us, “Always be ready to give an 
explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
your hope” (3:15). The religion curriculum used in the 
Catholic school can be helpful in articulating the “main 
point” or “key concept” of each religion lesson in a 
concise manner. Repeat the “main point” of the lesson 
often as you complete lesson activities, and make the 
“main point” the password to exit the classroom. Then, 
when parents ask kids what they learned at school, kids 
will have a ready answer, and parents will have a helpful 
point they can reinforce at home. Involving students and 
families in simple service projects they can complete at 
home in the community, and helping them talk about 
what they are doing and why, can also provide a 
powerful tool for evangelization. 

Catholic schools offer so many gifts to the students, 
families, and communities they serve. But the greatest 
gift of the Catholic school is the way it spreads the Good 
News of Jesus Christ and his Church. As the fathers of 
the Second Vatican Council so beautifully express it, 
when Catholic schools excel in this task, they help 
students grow “to the mature measure of the fullness of 
Christ and strive for the growth of the Mystical Body; 
moreover, that aware of their calling, they learn not 
only how to bear witness to the hope that is in them but 
also how to help in the Christian formation of the world 
that takes place when natural powers viewed in the full 
consideration of man redeemed by Christ contribute to 
the good of the whole society (Gravissimum Educationis, 
2). 
 

Dr. Joseph White is a clinical child psychologist and former parish 
catechetical leader. He currently serves as a Director of Catechetical 
Resources for Our Sunday Visitor Publishing and is the author of the 
book, The Way God Teaches: Catechesis and the Divine 
Pedagogy (Our Sunday Visitor, 2014). 

This article originally appeared on page 31-32 of the printed edition 
of January – March 2020 (Vol. 6 No. 1) issue of The Catechetical 
Review and is also available online at Review.Catechetics.com. It is 
reprinted here with permission from the publisher Franciscan 
University of Steubenville. Image credit: Pixabay.com
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WHAT IS THE NEW EVANGELIZATION? 
THE ANSWER MIGHT SURPRISE YOU. 

 

The term “The New Evangelization” is thrown around in 
many Catholics circles today, but what exactly does it 
mean? 

It is believed that Saint John Paul II first used the term in 
1983 in an address to Latin American Bishops. He would 
later bring this term to the attention of the entire 
Church. Perhaps, the most clear definition of the New 
Evangelization is in his encyclical, Redemptoris Missio. In 
section 33 of this encyclical, Blessed John Paul II 
describes three different situations for evangelization: 
mission ad gentes, Christian communities, and the new 
evangelization. 

Mission ad gentes: Latin for “to the nations.” This is a 
situation where “Christ and his Gospel are not known.” 

Christian communities: “In these communities the 
Church carries out her activity and pastoral care.” This is 
the ongoing evangelization of those “fervent in the 
faith.” 

New Evangelization: So, what is the new evangelization? 
Saint John Paul II describes a situation between the first 
two options “where entire groups of the baptized have 
lost a living sense of the faith, or even no longer 
consider themselves members of the Church, and live a 
life far removed from Christ and his Gospel. In this case 
what is needed is a ‘new evangelization’ or a ‘re-
evangelization.’” 

The new evangelization pertains to a very specific group 
of people: fallen-away Christians. For most Catholics in 
the western world, we see the need for this type of 
evangelization all around us. Everyone knows someone 
who was once baptized but who no longer practices the 
faith. Saint John Paul II wanted the faithful to clearly 
recognize this problem and then try to solve it. 

FOCUS (The Fellowship of Catholic University Students) 
aims to answer St. John Paul II’s call for the new 
evangelization. On college campuses across the nation, 
college students are falling away from their faith. 
Statistics show that just 15% of Catholics aged 18-25 
attend Church on a weekly basis. FOCUS lives out the 
new evangelization on the college campus because of 
this critical age demographic. 

Pope Emeritus has continued the mission of the new 
evangelization in his pontificate. In 2010, Pope Emeritus 
Benedict established The Pontifical Council for the New 
Evangelization. In 2012, there was Bishops’ Synod to 

discuss the New 
Evangelization. 
We should be 
hearing much 
more about this 
topic in the 
years to come. 
Below are some 
key quotes on 
the New Evangelization by Saint John Paul II and Pope 
Emeritus Benedict. For more, check out the full 
documents of the resources quoted below. 

"I sense that the moment has come to commit all of the 
Church's energies to a new evangelization and to the 
mission ad gentes. No believer in Christ, no institution of 
the Church can avoid this supreme duty: to proclaim 
Christ to all peoples" (St. John Paul II, Redemptoris 
Missio, no. 3). 

"To this end, it is more necessary than ever for all the 
faithful to move from a faith of habit, sustained perhaps 
by social context alone, to a faith which is conscious and 
personally lived. The renewal of faith will always be the 
best way to lead others to the Truth that is Christ" (St. 
John Paul II, Ecclesia in America, no. 73). 

"Look to the future with commitment to a New 
Evangelization, one that is new in its ardor, new in its 
methods, and new in its expression" (St. John Paul II, 
Address to the Latin American Bishops). 

"The new evangelization in which the whole continent is 
engaged means that faith cannot be taken for granted, 
but must be explicitly proposed in all its breadth and 
richness" (St. John Paul II, Ecclesia in America, no. 69). 

"Our own time, then, must be increasingly marked by 
new hearing of God’s word and a new evangelization. 
Recovering the centrality of the divine word in the 
Christian life leads us to appreciate anew the deepest 
meaning of the forceful appeal of Pope John Paul II: to 
pursue the mission ad gentes and vigorously to embark 
upon the new evangelization, especially in those nations 
where the Gospel has been forgotten or meets with 
indifference as a result of widespread secularism" (Pope 
Benedict XVI, Verbum Domini no. 122). 
 

This article was originally published on line at 
focusoncampus.org/content on June 3, 2013. It is reprinted here with 
permission from the publisher.  Credit to FOCUS, fellowship of 
Catholic University Students.  
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WALKING NAKED INTO THE LIGHT 
Shelby Hawks 

Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the dead 
man’s sister, said to him, “Lord, by now there will be a 
stench; he has been dead for four days.” Jesus said to 
her, “Did I not tell you that if you believe you will see 
the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And 
Jesus raised his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you for 
hearing me. I know that you 
always hear me; but because of 
the crowd here I have said this, 
that they may believe that you 
sent me.” And when he had said 
this, he cried out in a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come out!” The dead 
man came out, tied hand and 
foot with burial bands, and his 
face was wrapped in a cloth. 
Jesus said to them, “Untie him 
and let him go.” – John 11:39-44 

So often, brothers and sisters, we 
become entangled in the nets of 
our daily lives, swaddled by the negative thought 
patterns that race through our minds, enveloped in the 
dreary light of mundane and ordinary days, enwrapped 
in the sin and shame that eats away at our last piece of 
joy.  

We become comfortable under the weight and the 
grasp of the world, settling for her empty promises. 

We allow our hearts to become troubled by the future, 
by the past, by the to-do lists that are lined up for us the 
moment we open our eyes in the morning. 

We allow the King’s promise of peace to be disrupted 
and run to wake the sleeping Lord in the middle of our 
storm. 

We create a tomb for ourselves, and we fail to look to 
the One who is the way out. 

And yet, when He died on the Cross for us, He gave up 
His Spirit that we might let Him break our chains and set 
us free with resurrection life. 

So what is it? What is it that keeps us so comfortably 
wrapped in the lives we have haphazardly built for 
ourselves? 

It is the fear of walking out of the chains, admitting 
defeat, enduring the storm, dropping the defenses, 
shedding the falsehood, emerging from the familiar lies 
and darkness that have protected us for so long. 

It is the fear of entering the Father’s house with nothing 
but our raw, broken, battered self, wondering if we will 
be scorned or judged or turned away. 

 It is the fear of walking naked into the light. 

There is no reason to fear, brothers and sisters. 

When I was in prayer recently, I felt 
the Father say to me: “My love is 
the kind that swaddles you when 
you are naked and poor.” 

And it is true—His love is indeed 
the kind that welcomes sinners and 
eats with prostitutes and touches 
lepers and speaks with demons. His 
love is the kind that sees through 
falsehood and restores identity, 
the kind that seeks out the empty 
and brings forth abundance, the 
kind that convicts the sinner and 
sets her free. His love is not passive 

or conditional or fake or insecure or judgmental or 
empty or lonely. He is good and true and warm and 
gentle and kind and merciful and faithful and always, 
always trustworthy—and so is His love. 

It’s time, brothers and sisters. It is time to come out. He 
is calling you out of that tomb the same way He called 
Lazarus out. He is calling you to walk naked into the light 
so that He can unbind you, set you free, and swaddle 
you in the love that bled for you. 

Rise up. Come out. Be unbound. 

Let the Father undo the tangled nets and webs you have 
weaved for yourself, and run into His embrace. Do not 
be afraid to walk naked into the light, for it is there that 
all that once was in darkness can be raised to glorious 
splendor through the healing rays of His fiery gaze. 

He has prepared for you a place and a white garment to 
clothe you. Come and dine, for there is nothing to fear. 
 

Shelby Hawks is a native of sunny Southern California and is finishing 
up her senior year at Franciscan University of Steubenville. She was a 
Totus Tuus missionary for the Diocese of Superior in 2019 
 

This article originally appeared online, February 24, 2020 at 
SuperiorDisciple.com It is reprinted here with permission from the 
publisher at Superior Disciple.  



 

 

St. Catherine of Siena 
“Be who God meant you to be and you will set the world on fire.” 

 

Born: March 25, 1347 Siena, Italy 

Died: April 29, 1380 Rome, Italy 

Feast Day: April 29   

Patron Saint of Europe 

Catherine was born in Siena, Italy in the 
mid-fourteenth century, which was a 
turbulent time in the Catholic Church. 

Despite her simple early life, she became one 
of the most influential women in the Church during the course of her 
life. She was the youngest child in a large Catholic Family, although 
many of her siblings, including her twin sister, died in infancy.  

Catherine’s family expected by her to enter into an arranged marriage, 
according to the custom of the time. However, she refused to marry, 
as by this point in her life, she already had a strong relationship with 
Jesus and felt called to the vocation of consecrated single life. Despite 
opposition from her parents, Catherine joined a third-order Dominican 
group which allowed her follow many aspects of a religious vocation 
while still living in the world.  

Catherine served God through service to others, working to help the 
poor and sick of her city. Her dedication to seeing Christ in others 
enabled her to courageously nurse victims of the black plague that 
swept through Italy.  

Christ was close to Catherine in a special way. He spoke to her both in 
the silence of her heart and also through visions. Catherine’s 
intercessory prayers on the behalf of others were often answered and 
she became well known by the hierarchy of the Church.  

During this time, the popes were not in Rome; instead they lived often 
very worldly lives in Avignon, France. Catherine’s great prayer and 
hope was to return the papacy to Rome and to help reform the 
Church. She wrote letters and traveled to see Pope Gregory XI, 
ultimately convincing him to return to Rome.  

Over the course of her short life, Catherine worked not just to reform the church but also to bring peace between 
warring city-states in Italy. She inspired others with her trust in God and with her love for the Church. Although she 
died at the age of 33, her life had a profound influence on the world she lived in. Her influence continued through her 
written works, her “Dialogues,” as well as her almost 400 surviving letters.  

St. Catherine of Siena was canonized in 1461, only 80 years after her death and was named Doctor of the Church in 
1970. She is one of only four women doctors of the church as well as the second one named.  

St. Catherine of Siena, pray for us.  

 



 

 



 

 

 
 
High School Discipleship Training 

November 13-15, 2020 @ CrossWoods, Mason 
April 27-29, 2021 @ Crescent Lake, Rhinelander  
Contact: Christopher Hurtubise, churtubise@catholicdos.org 
 

Principal Meeting 
April 28, 2020 @ St. Anne, Somerset 

 
NCCL Convention 

May 17-20, 2020, Orange County, CA 
Contact:  Peggy Schoenfuss, pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

 
Extreme Faith Camp 
    May 3, 2020 Extreme Team Required Training @ Rice Lake 
    June 7-12, 2020 Crosswoods, Mason 
    June 14-19, 2020 Crosswoods, Mason 
    June 14-19, 2020 Crescent Lake, Rhinelander 
    Contact: Christopher Hurtubise, churtubise@catholicdos.org 
 
Totus Tuus 

June 7-12, 2020 @ Cathedral, Superior 
June 7-12, 2020 @ St. Joseph, Rice Lake 
June 14-19, 2020 @ St. Mary, Altoona 
June 21-26, 2020 @ St. Joseph, Hayward 
June 21-26, 2020 @ St. Peter the Fisherman, Eagle River 

    June 21-26, 2020 @ Holy Rosary, Medford 
  June 28 -July 3, 2020 @ Nativity of Our Lord, Rhinelander 
  June 28 -July 3, 2020 @ St. Mary, Hammond 
  June 28 -July 3, 2020 @ Immaculate Conception,  
         New Richmond 
  July 12-17, 2020 @ St. Francis de Sales, Spooner 
  July 12-17, 2020 @ Holy Family, Woodruff 
  July 12-17, 2020 @ Our Lady of Sorrows, Ladysmith 
  July 19-24, 2020 @ St. Anthony of Padua, Park Falls 
    July 19-24, 2020 @ St. Francis Xavier, Merrill 
  July 19-24, 2020 @ Holy Ghost, Chippewa Falls 
  July 26-31, 2020 @ St. Mary, Tomahawk 
  July 26-31, 2020 @ St. Patrick, Hudson 
    July 26-31, 2020 @ Our Lady of the Lake, Ashland 
    Contact:  Chris Hurtubise, churtubise@catholicdos.org 
 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Training 
    August 5-7. 10-12, 2020 @ St. Joseph, Rice Lake 

Contact: Chris Hurtubise, churtubise@catholicdos.org 
 
New PCL Orientation 
    August 3, 2020 @ BHC, Haugen 

Contact: Grace Geisler, ggeisler@catholicdos.org 
 
 
 

 
New Principal Orientation 
    August 6, 2020 @ BHC, Haugen 

Contact: Grace Geisler, ggeisler@catholicdos.org 
 
PCL August Conference 
    August 23-25, 2020 @ TBD, Rice Lake 
Contact: Grace Geisler, ggeisler@catholicdos.org 
 
Catechetical Sunday 

September 20, 2020 @ Cathedral, Superior 
 
Fall Regional Workshop 

September 14, 2020 @ Our Lady of the Lake, Ashland 
September 15, 2020 @ Holy Family, Woodruff 
September 21, 2020 @ St. Francis de Sales, Spooner 
September 22, 2020 @ St. Francis Xavier, Merrill 
September 28, 2020 @ St. Anne, Somerset 
Contact:  Peggy Schoenfuss, pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

 
Youth Rally 

October 14, 2020 @ St. Bridget, River Falls 
October 28, 2020 @ St. Mary, Tomahawk  
Contact: Christopher Hurtubise, churtubise@catholicdos.org 

 
Vocations Awareness Week 

November 1-7, 2020 
Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss, pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

 
School MAP Testing Windows 

September 21 - October 9, 2020  
January 11 - 29, 2021  
April 26 - May 14, 2021 
Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss, pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 
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Training and Certification for Level 1, Part 1 
August 5-7, 10-12 2020 

 

 

St. Joseph Catholic Church 
111 W. Marshall Street 

Rice Lake, WI 54868 
From: 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM 

 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd  

---------------------------------------------------------- 

 

CGS is a Montessori-based Catholic faith formation program where children can 
grow in their relationship with God through a deep engagement in Scripture and 
liturgy. 
 
CGS is based on the belief that God and the child are already in relationship. Our 
work as adults is to provide a place for the child and God to come together and 
grow. 

 
You must attend all six days to complete the training and be certified. 

 
To learn more please visit www.catholicdos.org/catechesis-of-the-good-shepherd 


