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IN ADVENT, WE WAIT. 

God wants so profoundly to be with us, to be near to us, that God came to be 
among us as a little child, Jesus. This is what we celebrate at Christmas. Advent is 
the season that helps us to prepare to take this amazing news to heart. It is not as 
though we pretend that Jesus has not already come. It is more that taking time 
each year to ponder this great mystery helps us to follow Jesus more nearly with 
our lives. Is there ever a time in which we do not need God’s mercy and peace, love 
and hope?  

GOD’S LOVE IS A LIFE-CHANGER AND A WORLD-CHANGER 

Listen closely to the readings this Advent. They’re filled with images of a future in 
which God’s love reigns, in which there is no war or injustice, separation or fear, in 
which all is as God created it to be. Our lives and the world can be changed through 
the power of God’s love. 

WE ARE NOT ALONE IN OUR NEED FOR GOD 

We cannot be passive recipients of the incredible love of God which is shown to and 
shared with us in Jesus. We only need to read or watch the news, talk to friends, or 
log onto social media to recognize how much God’s love is needed at this time.  
The season of Advent invites us to ask ourselves how we are called to bring the love 
of the Lord into a waiting world.  

WHILE WE WAIT, WE CELEBRATE 

In being one with us, Jesus helps us to appreciate the sacred potential each of us 
has. When asked by the disciples of John the Baptist if he is the one who is to come 
(the Messiah), his reply is clear: “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind 
regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them.” (Mt 11:2-11) As 
members of Christ’s body, we are called to touch others in powerful ways, to bring 
sight, healing, and care by our actions and words, our sharing and sacrifice. Through 
such stewardship, we walk in and share the light of the Lord. 

The world waits.
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Impact 

Bring faith to life. Find life in faith.

Impact this month 
Bring the season to life throughout this holy 
month. 
• Place an Advent wreath in a prominent 

place in your home 
• Reach out to someone who needs hope 

this month, even if it makes you 
uncomfortable to do so 

• Say a simple prayer, such as “Jesus, 
come to us” before meals, shopping, or 
social time 

• Save one night each week for quiet time 
at home 

• Share with a friend or family member 
your favorite Christmas traditions and 
their meaning 

• Include religious articles in your 
decorations 

• Share the light of Christ with family and 
friends through your words and actions

Only the love of God can change hearts and lives.

Come, Lord 
Jesus.
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Bring faith to life. Find life in faith.

Great  
Joy! 
Christ  

is 
born.

What Christmas is all about 
“Lights, please.” We can picture the scene in our mind’s eye: 

Linus moves to the center of the stage and recites the story 

from memory, ending simply with “That’s what Christmas is 

all about, Charlie Brown.” The passage Linus recounts in “A 

Charlie Brown Christmas” is from the Gospel of Luke. We 

hear it each year at Christmas Mass during the night (often, 

later evening or midnight Mass).  

What is Christmas all about?  

Christmas is about God’s love for us. Jesus comes to be 

one with us, embracing humanity as we are. The incarnation 

shows us that we do not have to hide our thoughts, feelings, 

questions, and struggles from the Lord. God is with us in all 

times and seasons of our lives. 

Christmas is about God’s mercy. Jesus’ very name means 

“God saves.” In Christ, we know that no sin is beyond 

forgiveness, no action is beyond redemption. 

Christmas is about God’s compassion. The birth of Jesus as 

a baby in Bethlehem shows us the depths of Christ’s oneness 

with the poor and vulnerable. “Bethlehem” means “house of 

bread.” From the very moment of Jesus’ birth, we are shown 

that he is the Bread of Life, for all. 

Christmas helps us take to heart the truth that God’s love 
is real. When we see and experience love, we know God. 

When our hearts long for peace, kindness and goodwill 

among people, look to Christ, whose light shines in 

darkness. 

Christmas calls us to be for others. As people who know 

God’s saving love, how can we not share this love with those 

who need it? When we care for family, share our time in 

service, our attention and prayer with the lonely or ill, our 

resources with the poor, we are sharing the real meaning of 

Christmas, no matter the time of year. 

Christmas is more than a day or a season. Christmas is 

central to understanding life with God. As you ponder the 

Christmas story this year, come to the manger with an open 

heart. Bring your prayers of praise, petition, and thanksgiving 

to the Christ-child. Know the depths of God’s very real love 

for you and for all in this Christmas time, and stretch yourself 

to live as Christ’s own, every day. 

What is Christmas all about for you?
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