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When we speak of the Church, we touch 
upon a deep mystery. The Church is an 
institution, made up of parishes and 
dioceses throughout the world. Yet the 
Church is not only an institution. The 
Church is the Body of Christ. As members 
of Christ’s Body, we are the Church, and 
are called to live as the abiding life of 
Christ in the world.  

Being members of the Church is 
sometimes difficult. We see and bear the 
weight of the failings of others and 
struggle to find God’s grace in these 
demanding times. We struggle to know 
how to put our faith into practice when so 
much suffering and hurt surrounds us and 
wonder if our actions make any difference 
at all. 

Throughout Jesus’ earthly ministry, he 
drew people to himself and to one 
another. Jesus knew that we need each 
other. He knew the failings of the apostles 

who denied and abandoned him at the 
most painful moment of his life in his 
passion and death on the cross. Still, he 
forgave them and urged them to 
embrace his mission together with one 
another.  

As he prepared his disciples for his 
ascension, he asked them to remain 
together, promising that he would send 
an Advocate, One who would be with the 
early believers to guide them, give them 
wisdom, and provide them with courage 
as they fulfilled his command of love and 
service.  

When we read the accounts of the early 
Church during this Easter season, we 
realize that Jesus’ promise was fulfilled, 
and continues to be. In times such as 
ours, we rely on the Holy Spirit and one 
another, as we strive to be good stewards 
of the Church, imperfect people who 
must be ready to show and to share 
Christ’s perfect love, mercy, forgiveness, 
and compassion.

BRING FAITH TO LIFE. FIND LIFE IN FAITH.
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Impact this month 

This Easter season, renew your relationship with Jesus and reflect on your relationship with others in your parish. 

What connections do you already have in your faith community? Do you have faith-filled friends who might be willing to meet 
once a month or who could introduce you to a small group community? Do you have interests that could connect you with 
something going on in your larger faith community? Are there people you know with whom you might reach out in service, 

companionship, or sharing as a witness to your faith?  

Make a commitment to strengthen ties to your faith community in some specific way this month.
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 During the Synod [on young people] one of the young auditors from the 
Samoan Islands spoke of the Church as a canoe, in which the elderly help to 
keep on course by judging the position of the stars, while the young keep 
rowing, imagining what waits for them ahead…let us all climb aboard the same 
canoe and together seek a better world, with the constantly renewed 
momentum of the Holy Spirit. - Christus Vivit, 201

Becoming who we are called to be, 
together. — by Leisa Anslinger 
I was once at a parish meeting in which people were sharing 
the impact of their relationships with one another on their 
lives and faith. One woman voiced what many were trying to 
say, “When we do this together, it just isn’t as scary.” Life can 
be challenging; we all face situations we simply don’t know 
how to navigate; we might say it is sometimes 
“scary” to try to live as a person of faith . At 
the very least, living as a Christian is not 
always easy in today’s world.  

Throughout the Easter season, we hear 
the story of the earliest Christian 
communities through the First Reading 
at Mass, which is taken from the Acts of 

the Apostles. In Acts, we hear how the Holy Spirit 
emboldened the apostles to proclaim the Risen Christ as 
Savior and Lord. The apostles prayerfully discerned 
together how they were to live, applying Jesus’ model 
and teaching to their lives in community. They relied on 
one another, even as they faced persecution and for 
some, martyrdom. 

This Easter season, listen to the readings from Acts with 
your own life in mind. In what ways does belonging 

within the Christian community encourage and 
help you to live and grow as a person of faith? 
Are there friends in your parish or beyond it to 
whom you turn or rely upon when you face 
doubt, struggle with the demands of 
discipleship, or need support from others? Is 
there someone in your parish, young or old, 
with whom you share faith and life? 

A Family of Faith 

Amy’s small faith group had been together 
for years. They met on a parish retreat when 
most were in their late twenties, and they have 
remained together ever since, inviting new 
women to join them in faith reflection, service, 
and sharing. They have encouraged each 
other through the early years of parenting; 
consoled one another through the early death 
of one of their group; shared in the joys and 
challenges of life at home and work; served 
the needs of the poor side-by-side.  

Amy took all this for granted until last month, 
when for a few weeks it seemed she might be 
moving to a different city. Suddenly, the 
importance of this small group of women in 
her life became clear. While her family would 
be with her in the new city, there would be a 
hole where her small group had once been. 

Overjoyed that she is not going to have to 
move, she has a new appreciation for her 
small group. “I now know that we have come 
to be family,” Amy told them last night. “You 
call me to be my best self and to live my faith 
every day, and for that I am very grateful!” 

“


