 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Lay❖leader❖of❖prayer
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2025 Initial Formation 
for Those Selected for Training Toward Diocesan Certification
❖
Two Required Friday/Saturday Sessions:

I. August 22, 23 and II. October 17, 18
❖
Both Fridays begin with Registration at 6:30 p.m. and end 9:15 p.m.

Both Saturdays begin at 8:00 a.m. and end at 4:00 p.m.

❖
Sessions I and II take place at St. Mary Church, Tomahawk
320 E. Washington Avenue—715-453-2878
https://stmaryschurchtomahawk.com/
Presenters:
Sister Roselyn Heil FSPA, Pat Pintens and Paul Birch
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This training is designed for those who:
· Have been selected by their pastors, parish life coordinators or parish directors to function as lay leaders of prayer in their parishes in order to lead or assist with:
· Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of a Priest in the parish church building
· Weekday Word and Communion Services in the parish church building
· Are currently functioning in those capacities in their parishes without diocesan certification and who wish to become certified.

These workshops are often partially funded through the generosity of Catholic Home Missions
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------------DETACH--------------------------------------------------------- DETACH--------------
Registration fee is $80.00 per person and covers the cost of meals, refreshments and handouts.  Each attendee needs to provide the information below along with the fee.  These should be received at the chancery no later than Friday, August 9th.  For multiple registrants, please duplicate the form.  If receipt of a check is delaying registration—register first and we’ll bill you later.
BILL ME AT MY HOME ADDRESS _____
bill my parish_____
Name ___________________________________  Personal Phone # _______________________
E-mail __________________________________________________________________________
Home Address ___________________________________________________________________
 City/Town 


Zip code
Parishioner at ____________________________________________________________________







 City/Town
       Each participant is asked to cover the cost of overnight accommodations should they be needed. 
Make checks payable to the Office of Worship
Please mail to: Diocese of Superior, Office of Worship, P.O. Box 969, Superior, WI 54880
Directions to 320 E. Washington Avenue, Tomahawk:

From U.S. Highway 51:

· turn west on Wisconsin Highway 86 (E. Somo Ave.)
· travel approximately 1 mile
· turn north on N. 8th St..
· turn west on E. Washington Ave.
· the church building is on your left towards the end of the block—on the corner of E. Washington Ave. and N. 7th St.

Why do I have to be certified by the diocese in order to function as a lay leader of prayer?

· Though it is not unheard of that people assist in this way at their parishes without diocesan certification, ideally the appointment of such ministers is made by the Bishop for a definite time.   Those without diocesan certification lack this specific connection with Bishop Powers and his oversight regarding their period of certification.

Besides registering for and attending both initial formation sessions, what else do I need to do in order to become certified?

· Submitting a completed application form, signed by your pastor, parish life coordinator or parish director—indicating that you’ve been chosen by your parish for this training.

· Successful completion of two assignments:

· A video recording of the applicant functioning as a lay leader of prayer in a mock Sunday Celebration in the Absence of a Priest in their parish church.  Submitted videos should arrive at the chancery no later than Monday, September 30, 2024.
· An essay relating your experience functioning in this way for the video recording.

Why do I have to be specifically chosen by my pastoral leader in order to become a lay leader of prayer?

· Lay leaders of prayer are to be chosen in view of their consistency of their way of life with the Gospel and in the expectation of their being acceptable to the community of the faithful.

· Your pastoral leader also is the one designated to re-authorize your certification at four-year intervals, and assigns/approves all ongoing formation.

Once I become certified, how long does my period of certification last?

· Four years.

What is involved in the re-certification process?

· Your pastoral leader is sent a letter which asks:

· Does the individual lay leader of prayer benefit from functioning as such in their parish?

· Does the parish benefit from the individual functioning in that way?

· Has the individual been diligent in participating in two ongoing formation opportunities per year aimed at helping them improve in their ministry?

· If the answer is yes to all three questions and the pastoral leader wants the individual to be recertified, they indicate this on the letter and return it to the chancery.  The individual is then recertified for another four years.
If I will not often function as a lay leader of prayer on a Sunday, why does the assignment require this format for my video recording?

· For uniformity in training, it would be best for all attendees to use the same format for the recording.  

· Because without warning you may at some time be required to function on a Sunday, it would be good for you to be familiar with that rite.

· All the skills required for leading a Sunday Celebration would be very useful to you as a lay leader of prayer.
For more information, contact Paul Birch: pbirch@catholicdos.org or 715-394-0233
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❖  2025 INITIAL FORMATION  ❖  REGISTRATION FORM  ❖  8/22, 23 & 10/17, 18  ❖    





❖  REGISTRATION FORM  ❖  SIDE TWO  ❖








Please check which aspect(s) of functioning as a lay leader of prayer most closely matches the vision your pastor, parish life coordinator or parish director has for your involvement in your parish:


	


	_____	Leading Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of a Priest in the Parish Church


	_____	Leading Weekday Communion Services in the Parish Church


	


Please include a question or two you may have regarding serving your parish as a lay leader of prayer: 
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