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         D I O C E S E  OF  S U P E R I O R
             OFFICE OF THE BISHOP



February 2026
Dear Friends in Christ,
As we approach the holy season of Lent, we are invited once again into a time of prayer, fasting, and charitable love, a sacred opportunity to renew our hearts and draw closer to Christ. Lent reminds us that our faith is not lived in isolation, but in loving service to others, especially those most in need.  Within the Diocese of Superior, we are blessed to share in two meaningful Lenten initiatives: Operation Rice Bowl and the Black and Indian Mission Collection.
Beginning on Ash Wednesday, February 18, 2026, Operation Rice Bowl offers a simple yet powerful way to unite our Lenten sacrifices with the suffering of our brothers and sisters around the world. Through your generosity, 75% of all contributions support hunger relief and development in more than 100 countries, while 25% remains here in our own diocese to serve those in need locally.  I encourage you to pick up a Rice Bowl at your parish or visit crsricebowl.org to learn more about the lives you are touching through your prayerful giving. You will find inspiring stories and videos that beautifully show the difference your sacrifice makes.
On the First Weekend of Lent, February 21–22, we will also take up the Black and Indian Mission Collection. This important collection supports evangelization, Catholic education, and pastoral ministry among Indigenous communities across the United States, including within our own diocese. As baptized members of Christ’s Church, we are all called to share in the Church’s missionary mission. Because of your generosity last year, our Diocese received $76,500.00 in grant funds, benefiting two schools and seven parishes. Your gifts truly change lives and strengthen our Church.
This Lent, I humbly ask you to prayerfully support both Operation Rice Bowl and the Black and Indian Mission Collection. Together, we can bring hope to those who face hunger and hardship throughout the world, while continuing to build up our local Church through evangelization and education.
May this Lenten season lead each of us to deeper conversion, greater compassion, and renewed joy in following Christ.
With gratitude and prayers, I remain
Gratefully yours in the Lord,
Most Rev. James P. Powers
Bishop of Superior
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