


 

FAITH FORMATION 
Due to the increase in COVID-19 cases and the ad-
visories on in-person meetings we have made the 
difficult decision to suspend all in person Faith For-
mation classes for the month of December. This 
includes Life Teen, Edge, and in person grades 1-5 
Wednesday classes. 
 
Please use this special time of Advent to prepare as a 
family for Jesus this Christmas. 
 
As always, families are invited to pray together… 
 
According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
(CCC, 2626-2639), there are five forms of prayer. 
 ♥Blessing and Adoration 
 ♥Prayer of Petition 
 ♥Prayer of Intercession 
 ♥Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 ♥Prayer of Praise 
 
Prayer of thanksgiving: an important way to pray. 
When someone gives you a gift, what do you say? 
Usually you start with a simple, “thank you.” God is 
the giver of so many amazing gifts. Giving thanks to 
God is important because our grateful hearts help 
keep God as the center. God is the giver of so many 
amazing gifts. In prayer we can give thanks to God 
and He will hear it! 
 
Reflect: 
What are some things we can thank God for creat-
ing or giving to us? 
What has God done for you today that you can 
thank Him for? 
What has God done this week for you? 
What has God done in the past in your life?  
 
Respond: 
As a family, make a list of things to be thankful for 
in prayer. 

-Taken from thereligionteacher.com/Formation5 
 

Psalm 105 
 

Thank the Lord….and sing His praise; tell everyone 
what He has done. Let all who seek the Lord rejoice 
and proudly bear His name. He recalls His promises 
and lead His people forth in joy with shouts of 
thanksgiving. 
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SANCTUARY CANDLE  
The Sanctuary Candle burns the week of  

December 12th—December 18th in memory of  
Donna Lewis. 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, December 12th 

Vigil: Third Sunday of Advent 
 

4:30PM:  For  all par ishioners 

    Robert Dwyer & Philip Russell Dwyer requested  

             by the family 

           

Sunday, December 13th  

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

8:30AM:   William Fleming requested by the family 

        
             

10:30AM:  Noella Ouellette req by her  loving family 

 

Monday, December 14th 

Saint John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of the Church 
 

8:10AM:  Morning Prayer  

8:30AM:  Linda Beaulieu requested by a fr iend 

 

Tuesday, December 15th 
 

8:10AM:   Morning Prayer   

8:30AM:   William Char les Ziemer  requested by his son 
  

Wednesday, December 16th 
 

8:10AM:   Morning Prayer  

8:30AM:   Michael Hamm req by Bruce & Janet Angus 

 

Thursday, December 17th  

NO MASS 
 

 

Friday, December 18th 
 

8:10AM:   Morning Prayer  

8:30AM:   Albion Pendergrace requested by Bruce &  

               Janet Angus 

 

Saturday, December 19th 

Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

4:30PM:   Norman Peppin requested by his wife 

 

Sunday, December 20th  

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

8:30AM:   Don Olson requested by his wife 

      For all parishioners 

  

10:30AM:  Noella Ouellette req by her loving family 
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Advent Opportunities 
 
Advent marks the start of our new Church year. It is 
an important time of personal preparation for the 
coming of Jesus at Christmas. Although we are limit-
ing our in-person meetings, we want to help support 
you to have a fruitful Advent.  
 
Best Advent Ever from Dynamic Catholic 
Register for free, daily reflections received through 
your email at dynamiccatholic.com/advent. Scroll 
down to the “Sign me up!’ button. 
 
Check out www.olmnh.formed.org 
Our parish subscribes to this online service for all pa-
rishioners at no additional charge to you. See Catholic 
videos for all ages. Stay tuned to the bulletin for week-
ly Advent recommendations starting next week. 
 
Interfaith Women of NH  
“Home for the Holidays” Advent Zoom event on 
Monday, December 14 at 7:00PM. Check in begins at 
6:45. Register by email at interfaithwomennh@ 
gmail.com or by phone at 603-233-7760. 
Visit interfaithwomennh.org for more information. 

Advent: Week 3 
        Joyful hearts…. 

 
As we light the third Advent candle for joy, we sense 
more immediately the nearness of Jesus’ birth and 
hold onto hope and peace in our hearts.  

“Hurry the Lord is near!” 
Today you met one of the kings, or “Magi.” We heard 
about the Magi in last week’s suggestions since their 
story is intertwined with Herod’s. Just as the Magi fo-
cused on the star to lead them to the new King, we 
also are drawn to focus and watch for Jesus in our 
own lives. 
 
Advent week 3 suggestions on Formed.org: 
 
“Watch and Pray” with Dr. Edward Sri as he 
draws us to step away from distractions and watch for 
Jesus each day. This video is part of a bible study that 
incorporates 10 second pauses for reading a bible 
verse or discussion that are optional. It runs for 18 
minutes (scroll to “Advent,” then across to session 3).   
“Prepare the Way of the King” by Scott Hahn. 
Brings together preparing for Jesus, our King, as well 
as more insight into the stories of the shepherds, the 
Magi, and King Herod. This selection is audio only. It 
runs for about 47 minutes.   
Dr. Tim Gray’s reflection on “Advent, Rethinking 
the Season.”  This is also audio only and runs for 50 
minutes. It helps us consider: do we have gratitude in 
our hearts? Do we see Jesus as a Gift? 
To view or listen to any of these titles, go to 

OLMNH.Formed.org and search for the exact title.  

Daily reflections for Advent are also available and are 

5 minutes or less! See “Road to Bethlehem” which 

also has added suggestions. 

Holiday giving: Due this week 
 

Advent giving due December 16: 

You are welcome to participate in our Christmas 

gift card collection. Cards to local grocery stores, 

gas stations, other businesses, and Visa/

Mastercard gifts are happily accepted. We’ll dis-

tribute cards to local community members in 

need during the Christmas season. 

♥♥♥A labeled drop-off box is located  

in the Church Hall or drop them off at the office 

during business hours.♥♥♥ 

Advent wreath candles 
 
 Candle 1—Hope 
 Candle 2—Peace 
 Candle 3—Joy 
 Candle 4—Love. 
Advent reflection: How do you experience hope, 
peace, joy, and love as you get ready for Christmas? 



 

 

  

  

 Weekend of December 6th: $3480 

 Christmas Flower Donations: $232 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

What is Formed? 
 
Are you looking to learn more about our Faith? Or to 
grow in your own Faith Formation? Check out the 
material on Formed. 
 
Go to www.olmnh.formed.org. There is much there: 
videos, audios, children's material, downloadable 
books. Explore! The parish subscribes to this service. 

120 Club Winners 
 

  Week 10 Lyle Swanson & Anita Creager 
 

Congratulations! 

December Office Hours 
 

During December the office will be open  
Monday—Thursday 

from  
9:00AM—1:00PM. 

Are you being called? 
 

“The one who calls you is faithful.” Will you be 
faithful to His call? If God may be calling you to 
nourish His people as a priest or in the consecrat-
ed life, call Father Matthew Mason (603) 663-0132 
or write: mmason@rcbm.org. 

Yarn needed 
 

The Knitting Ministry welcomes yarn donations. 
If you’re clearing out closets and find yarn you 
can’t use, please drop it off at the office. Thank 

http://olmnh.formed.org/


Winter Weather Cancellations 
 

Please be advised that weekday morning Mass may be 
canceled due to winter storms. If Merrimack schools 
are closed due to weather, then morning Mass is can-
celed. Additional cancelations will be posted on our 
website at olmnh.org. 
Weekend Masses are expected to follow a normal 
schedule. Please use caution when deciding whether or 
not to travel in inclement weather. 

Retirement Fund for Religious 
 
Across the United States, hundreds of religious com-
munities lack financial resources to sufficiently meet 
the retirement and healthcare needs of members. 
 
Lack of Funds 
Many elder religious worked for years for small sti-
pends, leaving a large gap in retirement savings. At the 
same time, fewer religious are able to serve in com-
pensated ministry. 
 
Rising Costs 
Like many Americans, religious communities face the 
monumental challenge of funding elder-care. 
 
Changing Demographics 
Today, retired religious outnumber wage-earners by 
nearly three to one. 
 
Your donation makes a difference! Roughly 95 per-
cent of the budget for the Retirement Fund for Reli-
gious aides senior religious. Only about five percent is 
used for promotional activities and administration 
 

Thank you for helping those who have devoted a  
lifetime to helping others! 

Pope Francis’ Monthly Prayer Intentions:  
December 

 

We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ be nourished by the Word of God and a 
life of prayer. 



Information Page 
 

Acct #:    694750 
 

 

Our Lady of Mercy Parish —Please drop off at the parish office (located behind the mailbox) not the church 

16 Baboosic Lake Road         Thank you! 

Merrimack, NH 03054 
 

 

Contact Person:   Katie Corsetti 

 

 Phone:  (603) 424-3757 

 

  

 

 Email Address:   kcorsetti@olmnh.org   

 

 

Bulletin for December 13 
 

100 Copies of bulletin for December 13 
 
Thank you! 

Katie 

 

 

  

         
    

   
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


