


 

FAITH FORMATION 
 
As always, families are invited to pray together… 
 

According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
(CCC, 2626-2639), there are five forms of prayer. 
 
 ♥Blessing and Adoration 
 ♥Prayer of Petition   
 ♥Prayer of Intercession 
 ♥Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 ♥Prayer of Praise 
 

A prayer of praise can be thought of as similar to a 
compliment. You compliment someone for something 
you like about them. You certainly can give God a 
compliment too! We praise someone for being good 
or doing something good. Praise is different from a 
prayer of thanksgiving. We thank God for giving us 
gifts, but we also praise God by pointing out all the 
ways in which He is good. God doesn’t need our 
praise, but praising God helps to remind us of who 
God is and how we relate to Him. 
 
As adults we sometimes have difficulty receiving 
praise. Don’t let that stand in the way of giving praise 
to God and to your kids. Praise your kids with encour-
aging words. Praise your spouse. Praise God in prayer 
because He is good! 
 

Reflect as a family: 
God is good, all the time. What are some of the ways 
God is good? Make a list together. 
 

Respond: 
Use your list as a prayer of praise.  
Lord, you are good because _____ . Lord, you are 
good because ____. Complete your list and end with 
an amen! 
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Saturday, December 26th 

Vigil: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
 

4:30PM:  Br igette Noe requested by Solange Bechard 

           

Sunday, December 27th  

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

8:30AM:   Kenny Robinson, Jr requested by his family 

        
             

10:30AM:  Bever ly Soucy req by the Hewett family 

       For all parishioners 

 

Monday, December 28th 

The Holy Innocents 
 

8:10AM:  Morning Prayer  

8:30AM:  Annette King requested by a fr iend 

 

Tuesday, December 29th 
 

8:10AM:   Morning Prayer  

8:30AM:   Nicole Ayotte requested by the family 

  

Wednesday, December 30th 

Saint John of Kanty, Priest 
 

8:10AM:   Morning Prayer  

8:30AM:   Thomas Cahir  requested by the family 

 

Thursday, December 31st  

Vigil: The Nativity of the Lord 
 

4:00PM:  Rober t Tedeschi requested by the family 

 

Friday, January 1st 

The Nativity of the Lord 
 

10:30AM:  Kathryn Loretta Fleming requested by Ray  

         & Kathy Turk 

 

Saturday, January 2nd 

Vigil: Epiphany of the Lord 
 

4:30PM:   Dave Murphy req by Claude & Sandy Mayo 

 

Sunday, January 3rd  

Epiphany of the Lord 
 

8:30AM:   Virginia L’Heureux requested by the OLM  
           Ladies Guild 

  

10:30AM:  Annette King requested by a fr iend 

       For all parishioners 

 

SANCTUARY CANDLE  
The Sanctuary Candle burns the week of  

December 26th—January 1st in memory of  
Annette King. 



The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph December 27, 2020  

Year of  St. Joseph 
 
On December 8, 2020 Pope Francis proclaimed “A 
Year of St. Joseph,” extending to the Solemnity of 
the Immaculate Conception on December 8, 2021, 
describing St. Joseph as a model father and a support 
and guide in troubled times.  

 

The Feast of the Holy Family 
 
On this Sunday within the Octave of Christmas, we honor the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. In honoring 
them, we honor all families big or small. In honoring all families, we honor the family of God, the Church. Most es-
pecially we focus in on the hidden, day-to-day life of the Holy Family of Nazareth. 
 
What was it like to live day in and day out in the household of St. Joseph? What was it like to have Jesus for a son, 
Mary as a wife and mother, and Joseph as a husband and father? Their home would have certainly been sacred and 
a dwelling of true peace and unity. But that is not all. 
 
The family home of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph would have been a lot like other homes. They would have talked, had 
fun, disagreed, worked, eaten, dealt with problems, and everything else that makes up daily family life. Of course, 
the virtues of Jesus and Mary were perfect, and St. Joseph was a truly “just man.” Therefore, the overriding charac-
teristic of their home would have been love.   
 
The Holy Family would not have been exempt from daily toil, hurt, and challenges that face most families. They 
would have encountered the death of loved ones. St. Joseph most likely passed away prior to Jesus’ public minis-
try. They would have encountered misunderstanding and gossip. Our Blessed Mother was found with child out of 
wedlock. This surely would have been a topic among many. They would have had to earn a living, put food on the 
table, attend gatherings, do chores, and the like. They would have lived a regular family life in every way. 
 
The Holy Family’s “regular family” life is significant because it reveals God’s love for family life. The Father allowed 
His Divine Son to live this life and as a result, elevated family life to a place within the Trinity. The holiness of the 
Holy Family reveals to us that every family is invited to share in God’s divine life and to encounter ordinary daily life 
with grace and virtue. 
 
Reflect upon your own family life. Know that God wants to enter more deeply into your family life just as it is right 
now, however imperfect. He desires to give you strength and virtue to live as the Holy Family. Surrender yourself 
and your family and invite the Triune God to make your family a holy family. 
 
 Pray: Lord, I do offer myself to You this day and in doing so I offer You my family.   I offer every  
 relationship, be it good or difficult, and I offer every challenge we face.  Please come and sanctify  
 this family, making it holy in imitation of Your family in Nazareth.  Jesus, I trust in You. Amen! 

-from Catholic-daily-reflections.com 

Family & Faith in the Home 
 

Parents: Start the new year off with an interactive 
webinar series led by Mike & Alicia Hernon of the 
Messy Family Project, sponsored by the Diocese of 
Manchester. 
 

“You can figure this out! We are here to help spark a 
conversation with you and your spouse and unleash 
your distinctive approach to leading your family be-
cause there is no one perfect way to be a parent.” 

-Mike & Alicia 
January 8, 8-9:30PM—Communication in Marriage 
January 20, 8-9:30PM—Messy Parenting 101 
January 27, 8-9:30PM—Evangelizing Your Children 

Register for free at 
www.messyfamily.eventbrite.com. 



Prayer for the New Year 
 
Gather the household at the table or near the Christ-
mas tree or manger. 
 
Leader: Let us praise the Lord of days and nights, and 
seasons and years, saying: 

Glory to God in the highest! 
 

Response: And peace to his people on earth! 
 
Leader: Our lives are made of days and nights, of sea-
sons and years, for we are part of a universe of suns 
and moons and planets. We mark ends and we make 
beginnings and, in all, we praise God for the grace and 
mercy that fill our days. 
 
Scripture - Book of Genesis 1:14-19: 
God said: “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky, 
to separate day from night. Let them mark the fixed 
times, the days and the years, and serve as luminaries 
in the dome of the sky, to shed light upon the earth.” 
And so it happened: God made the two great lights, 
the greater one to govern the day, and the lesser one 
to govern the night; and he made the stars. God set 
them in the dome of the sky, to shed light upon the 
earth, to govern the day and the night, and to separate 
the light from the darkness. God saw how good it 
was. Evening came, and morning followed—the 
fourth day. 
The Word of the Lord. 
 

Response: Thanks be to God. 
 
After some silence, members are invited to offer prayers of 
thanksgiving for the past year, and of intercession for the year 
ahead. In conclusion, join hands for the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Leader: Let us pray for God’s blessing in the new year. 
 

After a short silence, parents may place their hands on 
their children in blessing as the leader says: 
 

Remember us, O God; 
from age to age be our comforter. 
You have given us the wonder of time, 
blessings in days and nights, seasons and years. 
Bless Your children at the turning of the year 
and fill the months ahead with the bright hope 
that is ours in the coming of Christ. 
You are our God living and reigning, forever and ever. 
 

Response: Amen! 
 
 



December Office Hours 
 

During December the office will be open  
Monday—Thursday 

from  
9:00AM—1:00PM. 

The 
Office is closed on New Year’s Eve & New Year’s Day. 

Are you being called? 
 
“They made known what had been told them about 
this Child.” If you may be one of those called to make 
the Christ Child known to others as a priest or conse-
crated religious, call Father Matthew Mason (603) 663
-0132 or write: mmason@rcbm.org. 

Winter Weather Cancellations 
 

Please be advised that morning Mass may be canceled 
due to winter storms. If Merrimack schools are closed 
due to weather, then Morning Mass is canceled. In the 
event of a storm during remote learning, cancelations 
will also be posted on our website at olmnh.org. 
 
Weekend Masses will follow a normal schedule. Please 
use caution when deciding whether or not to travel in 
inclement weather. 

 

 

  

  

 Immaculate Conception:  $505 

 Weekend of December 13th:  $6411 

 Christmas Flower Donations:  $332 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Email Scam Alert 
 
Some parishioners have received emails that seem to 
be coming from Fr. Paul asking for help and instruct-
ing to respond only to that email. Please know that 
this is a scam! Fr. Paul would never reach out for help 
in this way. 



Information Page 
 

Acct #:    694750 
 

 

Our Lady of Mercy Parish —Please drop off at the parish office (located behind the mailbox) not the church 

16 Baboosic Lake Road         Thank you! 

Merrimack, NH 03054 
 

 

Contact Person:   Katie Corsetti 

 

 Phone:  (603) 424-3757 

 

  

 

 Email Address:   kcorsetti@olmnh.org   

 

 

Bulletin for December 27 
 

100 Copies of bulletin for December 27 
 
Thank you! 

Katie 

 

 

  

         
    

   
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


