


Our Lady of Mercy Parish, Merrimack NH                               January 31, 2021   

  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Saturday, January 30th 
Vigil: Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 

4:30PM:  Wayne Boucher req by Claude & Sandy Mayo 
           

Sunday, January 31st  
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

8:30AM:   Allen Seney req by the Knights of Columbus 
      For all parishioners 
        
             

10:30AM:  Roger O’Connor, Sr. req by his wife & family 
 
 

Saturday, February 6th 
Vigil: Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

4:30PM:  Timothy Dwyer req by Jane & Crystal Dwyer 
       

 
Sunday, February 7th  

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

8:30AM:   William Camerand (3rd ann) req by his wife  
  
10:30AM:  Ed Begin requested by his wife, Pauline 
       For all parishioners 

Pope Francis’ Monthly Prayer Intentions:  
 
February: We pray for women who are victims of vio-
lence, that they may be protected by society and have 
their sufferings considered and heeded. 

Are you being called? 
 

“O that today you would listen to his voice!” If you are 
considering a vocation to the consecrated life or priest-
hood, call Father Matthew Mason at (603)663-0132 or 
email: mmason@rcbm.org. 

 

Upcoming Lenten  
"Faith Foundations" Series 

 

Take time this Lent to dive into the foundations of 
our Catholic faith. Join with us on Tuesdays to learn 
more about what we believe as Catholics and what 
we profess each Sunday in the Creed. The group 
will meet on Tuesdays during Lent (at 9:15 AM or 
6:30 PM) in the church, which will allow us to social 
distance, and each session will last about an hour. 
The topics for each session are as follows: 
 

Tuesday 2/23/2021: Human Nature and Divine  
                                     Revelation 
Tuesday 3/2/2021: God, One and Three 
Tuesday 3/9/2021: God the Father 
Tuesday 3/16/2021: God the Son 
Tuesday 3/23/2021: God the Holy Spirit 
 

Email Michael at mcoughlin@olmnh.org with ques-
tions or if you are interested in attending.  

SANCTUARY CANDLE 
 

The Sanctuary Candle burns the week of  
January 30th-February 5th in memory of 

Roger O’Connor. 

Daily Mass Update 
 
There will be no daily Mass February 1-12 while Fr. 
Paul is out of the office. The church will be open from 
9:00 AM-1:00 PM Monday-Thursday for personal pray-
er. On Friday, February 5 at 9:00 AM there will be Ado-
ration in the church as usual for the first Friday of the 
month. May God bless Fr. Paul during this time of qui-
et rejuvenation! 

Prayer for our Nation 
 
Heavenly Father, we pray that our president and 
leaders will honor You and respect You as the 
One True God. We ask that You give us govern-
ment leaders who will pray for Your will and guid-
ance. Lord, we ask that You pour out Your Spirit 
on this nation to help each of us discern good 
from evil, not as the eyes of man but through spir-
itual eyes. Lord, we ask that you humble our 
hearts so that we will be a nation filled with grati-
tude and thankfulness. In Jesus name, amen. 

mailto:mcoughlin@olmnh.org


 

FAITH FORMATION 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time January 31, 2021  

 
Due to COVID-19, all in-person classes are suspended 
through February. We will re-evaluate monthly.  
 

Life Teen & Edge: will meet remotely via Zoom on 
the regularly scheduled dates. Be on the lookout for a 
Flocknote message a few days before the session! 
 

Grades 1-5: Please use this time to work on lessons in 
your classroom books together as a family. Check in 
with the office if you have any questions. Keep an eye 
out for weekly emails from the Faith Formation office 
on chapters to cover and other resources. 
 
Children’s Ash Wednesday Service—February 17 at 
4:15 in the church. This is not a Mass, but a prayer 
service for families to begin the Lenten season. There 
will be the distribution of Ashes. 
 

Praying with the Bible…. 
 

Learning to read and pray with the Bible helps us to 
“hear” God’s messages for us. A mistake we can make 
as Christians is to read the Bible just like any other 
book. The Bible is the living Word of God. The Lord 
speaks to us through these words. Of course there are 
big messages meant for all of us, but Bible reading can 
be very personal. As you read, take time to listen not 
only to the words on the page, but the message God 
has for you in the very moment you are reading. This 
can change when you reread the passage—God meets 
us exactly where we are! 
 

The Church has a process for helping us to pray with 
the Bible called Lectio Divina. Lectio means “to read” 
in Latin. Divina means “divine” or “sacred.” Put them 
together and you have “sacred reading.”  
 
 
 
 

 

Wednesday People 
 
Next week’s Sunday readings are enthralling. In the first reading we hear of Job who moans in distress, “My days 
are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle; they come to an end without hope.” In the Gospel we hear about the healing 
of Peter’s mother-in-law. Then Jesus continues and casts out demons. Jesus moves on before the demons have 
the chance to give witness to his identity, because the demons recognize who Jesus is. These readings are compel-
ling, and it is a joy to be able to hear them and have the opportunity to respond to them with others. If this 
sounds like something you would like to do, come to the church on Wednesday evening, February 3rd at 7 PM.  
                                                                           All are welcome. 

 
            5 Steps to Lectio Divina: 
 

Read: Begin by simply reading a passage. Then consider 
the “big picture” of what the text says that everyone 
should understand. Simply summarize the passage. 
 

Meditation: Reread the passage and think about what 
God might be saying directly to you in that moment. 
What connections can you make to your life? 
 

Pray: Prayer is a conversation with God. We are in a 
relationship with God. We listen to Him and He hears 
us. Praying with scripture helps us build that relation-
ship because through reading the Bible we listen to 
God’s words then we respond to them. Reread the pas-
sage (rereading provides the opportunity to hear the 
same words in a new way) then ask yourself, “How can 
I respond to God? Talk directly to God about the pas-
sage; about what He wants you to hear. If you’re not 
sure, ask God. To extend your conversation: how does 
this passage prompt you to thank God or to praise Him; 
or, what do you seek from God? If you’re a bit stuck, 
imagine you are sitting next to Jesus having a conversa-
tion about the reading. Sit with Him. 
 

Contemplate: This step takes meditation to the next 
level because we ponder God’s words then consider 
God’s will in our own lives through those words. Ask 
yourself, what does God want you to become or to do? 
It might help to consider, “What would Jesus do?” 
 

Action: How can I make my life a gift for others? Tra-
ditionally Lectio Divina was four steps. Pope Benedict 
XVI wrote, “We do well also to remember that the pro-
cess Lectio Divina is not concluded until it arrives at 
action, which moves the believer to make his or her life 
a gift for others in charity” (Verbum Domini, 87). Each 
of us has the power to make the lives of others a little 
better today. After time and prayer with the Bible, what 
positive action are you going to do? 



 

The next Red Cross blood drive 

hosted by OLM in the Church 

Hall will be Thursday, Feb. 4. 

 

Please contact the Red Cross 

directly to make an appoint-

ment to donate by calling 1-800

-733-2767.  

Can you help after Mass? 
 

Thank you to our Greeters for their continued warm 
welcome and all they do to keep our church clean and 
sanitized. If you are available to help with sanitiz-
ing the pews after any of the Masses, please let one 
of the Greeters know or call the office. Any help you 
can give is appreciated! 

Grieving with Great Hope 
 
This is a free video series found on olmnh.Formed.org 
for grief support through a healing ministry by John 
and Sandy O’Shaughnessy. They are grief educators 
and have experienced profound grief themselves. 

National Catholic Schools Week:  
January 31—February 6 

 

National Catholic Schools Week is an annual celebra-
tion of Catholic education in the United States. They 
are a great place for combining academics and the 
Catholic Faith in the daily lives of students. If you are 
interested in finding out more about Catholic schools 
in the area, contact the school directly for more info! 
 

Saint Christopher Academy Enrolling  
for Fall 2021 

Families looking for an outstanding Catholic school 
for their PreK-3 through grade 8 children are invited 
to apply to Saint Christopher Academy for the Fall of 
2021. Serving grades prekindergarten 3 through grade 
8, Saint Christopher Academy is located on two near-
by campuses in Nashua. At Saint Chris, students are 
immersed in an academically excellent, authentically 
Catholic education within the embrace of a safe, joy-
filled community. During the COVID crisis, students 
have the option to attend either in person in school or 
via remote with full participation in classroom lessons 
and activities. Saint Christopher Academy is currently 
enrolling students for the 2021-2022 school year. To 
apply, visit SaintChrisAcademy.org or contact Admis-
sions Coordinator Lorrice Bedard at 603-882-7442, 
extension 310.   



Winter Weather Cancellations 
 
Please be advised that morning Mass may be canceled 
due to winter storms. If Merrimack schools are closed 
due to weather, then Morning Mass is canceled. In the 
event of a storm during remote learning, cancelations 
will also be posted on our website at olmnh.org as well 
as in the WMUR scrolling cancelation announcements. 
 
Weekend Masses will follow a normal schedule. Please 
use caution when deciding whether or not to travel in 
inclement weather. 

Offertory Envelopes are available 
 
If you have not picked up your Offertory Enve-
lopes they are in at the church office. Thank you 
for your continued financial support of our parish! 

 
 
  
  
    Weekend of Jan 24th: $3305 
 

    Fuel Fund: $1238 
 

    Meatball subs fundraiser: $2356 
(proceeds for youth programs) 
 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

 
120 Club Winners 

 
  Week 16 Kathleen Conlin & Anita Creager 

 
Congratulations! 

 
Online Giving and Special Collections 

 
If you make your OLM donations online automatical-
ly, now that it is a new calendar year if you want to 
make any one-time donations for special collections 
you will have to do so individually in your online ac-
count. Thank you for your continued support! 



Information Page 
 

Acct #:    694750 
 
 

Our Lady of Mercy Parish —Please drop off at the parish office (located behind the mailbox) not the church 
16 Baboosic Lake Road         Thank you! 
Merrimack, NH 03054 
 

 
Contact Person:   Katie Corsetti 
 
 Phone:  (603) 424-3757 
 
  
 
 Email Address:   kcorsetti@olmnh.org   
 
 

Bulletin for January 31 
 

100 Copies of bulletin for January 31 
 
Thank you! 
Katie 
 
 
  

         
    

   
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
                 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


