


Our Lady of Mercy Parish, Merrimack NH                               February 7, 2021   

  
 
 
 

 
 

Saturday, February 6th 
Vigil: Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 

4:30PM:  Timothy Dwyer req by Jane & Crystal Dwyer 
           

Sunday, February 7th  
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

8:30AM:   William Camerand (3rd ann) req by his wife 
        
             

10:30AM:  Ed Begin requested by his wife, Pauline 
       For all parishioners 
 
 

Saturday, February 13th 
Vigil: Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

4:30PM:  Kathleen McCaffrey req by her granddaughter    
    For all parishioners   

 
Sunday, February 14th  

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

8:30AM:   Laurent & Noella Gallette req by their loving  
        family 
  
10:30AM:  Dr. David Woo requested by Bettyann Frappier 

Pope Francis’ Monthly Prayer Intention  
-February- 

We pray for women who are victims of violence, that 
they may be protected by society and have their suffer-
ings considered and heeded. 

World Day of  Prayer for Consecrated Life 
February 6 & 7 

 

“Everyone is searching for You!” If your search for the 
Lord is leading you to a vocation to the priesthood or 
consecrated life, call Fr. Matthew Mason at (603)663-
0132 or email at mmason@rcbm.org. 
 

Prayer for Vocations & Consecrated Life 
 

Almighty and merciful Father, You inspire and bring to 
fulfillment every good intention. 
Guide Your people in the way of salvation and watch 
over those who shepherd Your flock and those who 
have left all things to follow You. 
Raise up worthy ministers for Your altars, ardent but 
gentle servants of the Gospel, and generous souls who 
renounce worldly power and profit to serve You and 
their brothers and sisters faithfully in the spirit of pov-
erty and humility. 
Inspire our young men and women to respond to Your 
call so that Your Church might always rejoice in plenti-
ful servants for Your harvest. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, forever and ever. Amen! 

 

SANCTUARY CANDLE 
 

The Sanctuary Candle burns the week of  
February 6th-12th in memory of 

William Camerand. 

February Update 
 
There will be no daily Mass February 1-12 while Fr. Paul 
is out of the office. The church will be open from 9:00 
AM-1:00 PM Monday-Thursday for personal prayer. 
May God bless Fr. Paul during this time of quiet rejuve-
nation!  
 
We welcome Msgr. Peter Dumont to celebrate the 
weekend Masses. Thank you Msgr. Dumont! 

40 Days for Life 
 
The OLM Life Matters Ministry invites you, as a dif-
ferent kind of Lenten activity this year, to participate 
in the 2021 "40 Days For Life" prayer vigil to end 
abortion, an annual vigil held in 63 countries. The lo-
cal goal is to have a presence each day during lent 
(Feb 17-Mar 28) from 7 AM to 7 PM outside Planned 
Parenthood on Penacook Street in Manchester, peace-
fully walking in prayer on the public sidewalk. We in-
vite parishioners to commit to one hour per week 
(total of 6 hours) to pray for an end to abortion, a 
change of heart for anyone considering, performing, 
facilitating, or legislating abortions, and spiritual/
emotional healing for anyone who has been involved 
in abortions. We hope to fill as many time slots from 
OLM as possible (two or more people per hour so no 
one is asked to be there alone). We'll gladly accompa-
ny anyone to get started--no special training required, 
only a willingness to pray and be a visible witness to 
the sanctity of innocent human life.  
 
To sign up, or for more information, please contact 
Norm Thibault at 603-289-0574 or email at  
norm8thibault@yahoo.com. 

mailto:norm8thibault@yahoo.com


FAITH FORMATION 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time February 7, 2021  

Due to COVID-19, all in-person classes are suspend-
ed through February. We will re-evaluate monthly.  
 

Life Teen & Edge: will meet remotely via Zoom on 
the regularly scheduled dates. Be on the lookout for a 
Flocknote message a few days before the session! 
 

Grades 1-5: Please use this time to work on lessons in 
your classroom books together as a family. Check in 
with the office if you have any questions. Keep an eye 
out for weekly emails from the Faith Formation office 
on chapters to cover and other resources. 
 

Children’s Ash Wednesday Service—February 17 at 
4:15 in the church. This is not a Mass, but a prayer 
service for families to begin the Lenten season. There 
will be the distribution of ashes. 
 

Grades 8-12 Be Transformed! A virtual Lenten  
Retreat: Join us Sunday, February 28 from 3:00-5:00 
PM for an opportunity to strengthen your relationship 
with Jesus and renew your hope. Now, more than ev-
er, God is calling us to transform our hearts and rekin-
dle our faith as we walk along life’s faith journey. Reg-
ister by going to: 

lentenyouthretreat.eventbrite.com. 
Once registered, each participant will receive an email 
with the Zoom link. The deadline for registration is 
February 21. This is a free event! 

 

"Faith Foundations" Lenten Series 
 

Take time this Lent to dive into the foundations of 
our Catholic faith. Join with us on Tuesdays to learn 
more about what we believe as Catholics and what 
we profess each Sunday in the Creed. The group will 
meet on Tuesdays during Lent (at 9:15 AM or 6:30 
PM) in the church, which will allow us to social dis-
tance, and each session will last about an hour. The 
topics for each session are as follows: 
 

Tuesday 2/23/2021: Human Nature & Divine Revelation 
Tuesday 3/2/2021: God, One and Three 
Tuesday 3/9/2021: God the Father 
Tuesday 3/16/2021: God the Son 
Tuesday 3/23/2021: God the Holy Spirit 
 

Email Michael at mcoughlin@olmnh.org with ques-
tions or if you are interested in attending.  

Understanding the Lenten Season 
 

The Lenten season is tied to Baptism. In Baptism we are 
welcomed into the Body of Christ and promises are 
made for us to live out God’s call for us. The Church 
gives us the Lenten season to help us examine how we 
are living out those very promises and where we can try 
to improve. 
 

Lenten basics... 
 

Why do we put ashes on our forehead? 
Ashes are applied to our forehead in the Sign of the 
Cross as the words, “Remember, you are dust and to 
dust you shall return,” or “Turn away from sin and be 
faithful to the Gospel” are said. This reminds us that 
ultimately we are not made for this world, and also of 
our continual call to conversion and holiness.  
 

Where do the ashes come from? 
The ashes for Ash Wednesday normally are made from 
blessed palm branches from the previous Palm Sunday. 
They are sprinkled with Holy Water and incensed be-
fore distribution. 
 

Why is Lent 40 Days? 
Lent is 40 Days long because Moses stayed on the 
mountain for 40 days with the Lord (Exodus 24:18), 
Elijah traveled 40 days to Horeb to encounter the Lord 
(Kings 19:8), and Jesus spent 40 days in the wilderness 
praying and fasting (Matthew 4:2). Although the number 
of days from Ash Wednesday through the Lenten sea-
son add up to 46, we observe the season as the 40 days 
of Lent. It may be more accurate to refer to it as the “40 
day fast within Lent.” While the Sundays during Lent 
are certainly a part of the season, they are not prescribed 
days of fast and abstinence.  
 

Do we fast or abstain on Sundays? 
No because every Sunday is a celebration of Jesus’s res-
urrection. Many people choose something to give up 
during Lent and these practices are often most effective 
if they are continual, including Sundays. However, these 
practices are not regulated by the Church and left to 
one’s own conscience.  
 

Check out catholic.org/lent for more Lenten info. 
 
 

mailto:mcoughlin@olmnh.org


Lent Begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17 
 

The Church gives us seasons to help provide a focus 
for growth in our faith. Since the Christmas season 
ended, we have been in Ordinary Time (the season 
that orders our Sundays numerically) and soon we 
will enter Lent. How are you going to make your 
Lenten season meaningful so that you are ready to 
welcome the Risen Christ into your heart without 
reservation this Easter? 
 

Lenten theme—Baptism 
During Lent we are reminded of our Baptismal  
promises and given time to consider how we are 
living up to them. Lent provides moments to re-
flect, repent, and renew. 
 

Lenten offerings 
 

Ash Wednesday Masses February 17th  
 -8:30 AM 
 -7:00 PM 
Ash Wednesday Children’s Prayer Service with the 
distribution of  ashes 
 -4:15 PM 
 

Faith Foundations Series taught by Faith Formation 
director, Michael Coughlin, on Tuesdays  at 9:30 AM 
or 6:30 PM 
 

Evening confession & Mass opportunities Thursdays 
 -5:30-6:10 PM Confession 
 -6:10 PM Evening Prayer 
 -6:30 PM Mass 
 

Stations of the Cross Fridays at 6:30 PM 
 

The Word Among Us: daily reflections based on 
scripture. Pick up a copy at the doors of the church. 
 

Best Lent Ever: Receive short, daily reflections in 
your email from Matthew Kelly (author of I Heard 
God Laugh) and the Dynamic Catholic team. Sign up 
for free at dynamiccatholic.com/best-lent-ever. 
 

Formed.org: various video reflections, stories, and 
Lenten inspirations for free 
 

40 Days for Life prayer vigil, Manchester 
 

Journey with St. Joseph online retreat February 24  
 

Be Transformed! online Youth Retreat February 28 
 

Stay tuned for details and more to come! 



Can you help after Mass? 
 

Thank you to our Greeters for their continued warm 
welcome and all they do to keep our church clean and 
sanitized. If you are available to help with sanitiz-
ing the pews after any of the Masses, please let one 
of the Greeters know or call the office. Any help you 
can give is appreciated! 

Grieving with Great Hope 
 
This is a free video series found on Formed.org for 
grief support through a healing ministry by John and 
Sandy O’Shaughnessy. They are grief educators and 
have experienced profound grief themselves. 

Online Lenten Retreat: 
Journey with St. Joseph 

 
All are welcome to this online Lenten retreat present-
ed by Boston’s St. John’s Seminary on Wednesday, 
February 24 at 7:00 PM. 
 
With reflections from Bishop William Byrne, Bishop 
of Springfield, MA and Fr. Donald Calloway, MIC, 
author of “Consecration to Saint Joseph: the Wonders 
of our Spiritual Father.” 
 

Register at www.sjs.edu/lentenretreat. 

 
 

Weekend of January 31: $3,943 
 

Online giving for January: $21,623.50 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 
If you make automatic online OLM donations and 
would like to donate to any of the second collec-
tions, please do so individually in your online ac-
count. Thank you for your continued support! 

Faith Sharing 
 
You are invited to explore next Sunday’s readings. Join 
us on Wednesday evening, February 10 at 7:00 PM in 
the church and consider the truth that it is God’s will 
that we be well and whole. 



Information Page 
 

Acct #:    694750 
 
 

Our Lady of Mercy Parish —Please drop off at the parish office (located behind the mailbox) not the church 
16 Baboosic Lake Road         Thank you! 
Merrimack, NH 03054 
 

 
Contact Person:   Katie Corsetti 
 
 Phone:  (603) 424-3757 
 
  
 
 Email Address:   kcorsetti@olmnh.org   
 
 

Bulletin for February 7 
 

100 Copies of bulletin for February 7th 
 
Thank you! 
Katie 
 
 
  
         
    

   
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
                 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


