


Our Lady of Mercy Parish, Merrimack NH                                  March 28, 2021   

  
 

 
 

Saturday, March 27th 
Vigil: Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

 

4:30PM:  Chris Guay love, Mom & Dad 
     For all parishioners 
           

Sunday, March 28th  
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

 

8:30AM:   Ruth Watkins (5th anniversary) requested by  
            Diane Boissy and Rachel & family 
  
10:30AM:  Carol Sylvia req by Karen & Bob Correia 
                    

Monday, March 29th 
Monday of Holy Week 

 

8:10AM:  Morning Prayer 
8:30AM:  Bernard Bernier requested by Jacqueline Roy 

 
Tuesday, March 30th 

Tuesday of Holy Week 
 

8:10AM:  Morning Prayer 
8:30AM:  Fran Rodrique requested by Jacqueline Roy 

 
Wednesday, March 31st 

Wednesday of Holy Week 
 

8:10AM:   Morning Prayer 
8:30AM:   Edward DeCourcy req by Mary DeCourcy 
         

Thursday, April 1st 
Holy Thursday 

 

8:30AM:   Morning Prayer 
7:00PM:    Dick Foulks requested by his children 

 
Friday, April 2nd 

Good Friday—Passion of the Lord 
 

8:30AM:   Morning Prayer 
7:00PM:   Veneration of the Cross 

 
Saturday, April 3rd 

Holy Saturday—Easter Vigil 
 

8:30AM:   Morning Prayer 
7:30PM:   For all those fully initiated into the Church  
            this Easter 

 
Sunday, April 4th 

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection 
 

8:30AM:   Tad Stephanak, Sr requested by Jane Dwyer 
      For all parishioners 
 
10:30AM:  Frank Silvia req by Karen & Bob Correia 

 

SANCTUARY CANDLE  
 

If you would like to have the sanctuary candle lit 
in memory of or for the intentions of a loved one, 
please contact the parish office.  

Holy Week Schedule 

 

Sunday, March 28—Palm Sunday, regular week-

end Mass schedule 

 

Monday, March 29—Confession 

Fr. Paul will be available from 11:00AM-1:00PM 

and 5:00-7:00PM to hear confessions 

 

Wednesday, March 31 Tenebrae at 7:00PM in the 

church (will be live streamed) 

 

Thursday, April 1—Holy Thursday 

8:30AM Morning Prayer 

7:00PM Mass of the Last Supper (will be live 

streamed) 

 

Friday, April 2—Good Friday 

8:30AM Morning Prayer 

3:00PM Stations of the Cross 

7:00PM Veneration of the Cross (will be live 

streamed) 

 

April 3– Holy Saturday 

8:30AM Morning Prayer 

7:30PM Easter Vigil (will be live streamed) 

 

April 4—Easter Sunday 

8:30AM Mass 

10:30AM Mass (will be live streamed) 



FAITH FORMATION 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord March 28, 2021  

Life Teen: will meet in person in the Church Hall on 
April 11 at 6:15PM. We can’t wait to see you! 
 
Edge: will meet in person in the Church Hall on April 
18 at 6:15PM. We’ll be so happy to see you! 
 
Grades 1-5: In person classes resume on April 7. We 
are so excited to see you! 
 
 
 

 

Diocesan Day of  Reconciliation 
Monday, March 29 

 
You are invited to join other NH Catholics in a 
statewide day of reconciliation. This is an opportunity 
for you to open your heart and allow the Lord to fill it 
with His grace. 
 
All parishes will open their doors to welcome you dur-
ing Holy Week on Monday, March 29. Fr. Paul will 
be available from 11:00am-1:00pm and 5:00-
7:00pm that day. 
  

First Reconciliation: The First Reconciliation re-
hearsal is April 13 at 6:00PM with the celebration on 
April 20 at 6:00PM. Both will be in the Church. 
 

Confirmation & First Communion: We are thrilled 
that the Rite of Confirmation and First Communion 
will be on Saturday, May 8 at 10:00AM! There will be 
a class for the candidates and a parent on Saturday, 
April 17 at 9:30AM in the Church. The rehearsal is 
Tuesday, May 4 at 6:00PM for the candidate, parent 
and/or sponsor. Please pray for our candidates! 

From the desk of  Michael Coughlin, Faith Formation Director 
 
When speaking with children preparing for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, I often ask them to think about when 
they go to the doctor -- do they go only when they are sick or do they go regularly from time to time for check-
ups? The children come to realize that yes, we should definitely go to the doctor when we are sick, but it is also a 
good idea to go regularly to make sure we stay as healthy as possible. Well, the same is true for our spiritual lives!  
 

Of course, we should go to the Sacrament of Reconciliation any time we are aware of committing serious sin in 
our lives so we can receive God’s forgiveness, mercy, and love, and Lent is a beautiful time to receive this Sacra-
ment; but it is also a time to consider our overall “spiritual” health. Lent is a time for all of us to make a “spiritual 
check-up,” reflecting on our lives and how we are responding to God’s love each day. A great guide to use for this 
“spiritual check-up” is the Ten Commandments. The Commandments have to do with our relationship with God 
(#s 1-3) and our relationship with each other (#s 4-10).  
 

The Commandments themselves have great depth beyond their literal meaning, and invite us to think about where 
our hearts are. In a nutshell, do we really and truly love God above all else and our neighbor as ourselves? Reflect-
ing on the Ten Commandments can help us realize where we might fall short, so we can bring those imperfections 
to God for healing and strengthening through grace. The good news is, as Jesus tells us in the Gospels: “Those 
who are healthy do not need a physician, but the sick do. I have not come to call the righteous to repentance but 
sinners” (Luke 5:31-32). May we seize the opportunity to do a “spiritual check-up” with the Divine Physician this 
Lent and upcoming Holy Week!  
 

The Book of Psalms includes songs about many differ-
ent aspects of our relationship with God. A number of 

the psalms focus on forgiveness. 
Psalm 51 Prayer 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your stead-
fast love; according to Your abundant mercy blot out 
my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniq-
uity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my 
transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against 
You, You alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in 
Your sight, so that You are justified in Your sentence 
and blameless when You pass judgment. Create in me a 
clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit 
within me.  

-Psalm 51:1-4, 10 



Palm Sunday: Hosanna in the Highest 
 

It is a time of despair, perplexity and contradiction. 
The very people who applaud Christ’s entrance into 
Jerusalem within a week will be crying, “Crucify Him!” 
They go from acclaiming Him as the new king to urg-
ing His life traded for a convicted criminal; they praise 
Him then mock Him. Even friends will desert Jesus. 
All this takes place during one week beginning on 
Palm Sunday. 
 

Jesus went to Jerusalem to join with throngs of Jews 
to celebrate Passover. As was the custom, pilgrims 
that had already arrived went out to greet new groups. 
Some had never seen Jesus but heard about the His 
miracles and were caught up in the excitement of His 
arrival. 
 

All this adulation was not lost on the Pharisees who 
were present. They reported back to the Jewish high 
council, the Sanhedrin, which regarded Jesus’s grow-
ing popularity as a threat. They were, in fact, planning 
to murder Him. 
 

Previously, Our Lord had deliberately avoided popular 
acclaim, but upon entering Jerusalem He accepted it. 
Yet His actions are different than the people expected. 
He doesn’t present Himself as a rival to Caesar; He is 
not the political messiah or the warrior king. Instead 
of entering Jerusalem on a war horse or chariot, He 
enters on a donkey, a sign of peace and humility. Jesus 
made His humble entrance into the city while the 
crowds scattered their garments before Him and 
waved palm branches. This joyful scene belies the trai-
torous acts, sorrow, and agony that will soon follow. 
 

Why Palms… 
 

Palms were symbols of life among the nomadic tribes, 
who rejoiced at seeing palm trees in their travels as 
they meant an oasis with water was near. Palms have 
long been a sign of victory, success, and glory. Victori-
ous armies or leaders were welcomed by people jubi-
lantly waving palm branches. On Palm Sunday, we still 
go out to meet Jesus, carry the blessed palms, and join 
in His triumphant entrance into Jerusalem. But soon 
our joy turns to somberness as we hear the narrative 
of Christ’s Passion. We realize that His true victory 
will come through the cross. We know, as Jesus did, 
how Holy Week will end. We know that joy will turn 
to sorrow and back to joy. We know that through the 
horror of His suffering, followed by the glory of His 
Resurrection, good will triumph over evil and life will 
triumph over death. 

-from simplycatholic.com 



Knights of  Columbus Council 6725 
2021 Scholarship Announcement 

Camille LaPierre Memorial Scholarship 
 

We provide one or more $200 to $400 scholarships 

for graduating High School seniors planning to attend 

college who are graduating from Merrimack High 

School or other local schools. Some factors consid-

ered in selection are relatives of Knights of Columbus 

members or active members of the church communi-

ty. Applications are due by April 28. Applications may 

be obtained from the council’s Grand Knight, Peter 

Gendron at (603)424-6494 or pjgendron@  

comcast.net. 

2021 Wedding Anniversaries 
 

Bishop Libasci invites couples celebrating any signifi-
cant wedding anniversary during the 2021 year to pray 
with the Most Holy Sacrifice of the Mass via 
livestream on Sunday, April 18 at 2PM. 
 

All registering couples will receive a certificate from 
the bishop recognizing their anniversaries and a link 
to an at-home date night kit. Registering couples may 
opt to attend a virtual couple’s trivia night for $10/
couple. Please register by April 11 at 
www.form.jotform.com/RCBM/anniversary.  
 

Happy anniversary! 

Parish Office Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday 9:00AM-3:00PM  
 

Church Hours 
The church will be locked during the week for safety. 
You are welcome to spend time in the church for 
prayer during office hours! Just come into the office 
and someone will be happy to let you into the church. 
 

*Please note: the office will be closed Monday, April 5. 

Meals on Wheels 
Grab ‘n Go 

 

Meals on Wheels is partnering with Soel Sisters Cater-
ing in Nashua to provide healthy “grab and go” lunch 
options for adults 60 years and older at the John 
O’Leary Adult Community Center in Merrimack. 
These meals are available on Wednesdays from 12:00-
1:00PM. 
 

Please call 603-424-9967 x404 to reserve a lunch. A 
$2.00 donation per meal is requested. 

mailto:pjgendron@comcast.net
mailto:pjgendron@comcast.net


Information Page 
 

Acct #:    694750 
 
 

Our Lady of Mercy Parish —Please drop off at the parish office (located behind the mailbox) not the church 
16 Baboosic Lake Road         Thank you! 
Merrimack, NH 03054 
 

 
Contact Person:   Katie Corsetti 
 
 Phone:  (603) 424-3757 
 
 Email Address:   kcorsetti@olmnh.org   
 
 

Bulletin for March 28 

 
200 Copies of bulletin for March 28, please. 

 
Thank you! 
Katie 
 
 
  
         
    

   
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
                 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


