Our Lady of Mercy Parish ~ September 24, 2023



Mass Schedule

Saturday Vigil 4:30PM

Sunday 8:30AM & 10:30AM

Weekdays Mon, Tues, Wed, & Fri 8:30AM
Holy Days 8:30AM and anticipated vigil 7:00PM

Reconciliation

Saturdays 3:00-3:45PM
By appointment: please call the office to schedule
with Fr. Paul.

Baptism

Please call the office for an appointment. Baptisms are
usually planned for the last weekend of the month.
Marriage

Please contact the office to schedule marriage prepara-
tion with Fr. Paul.

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
(RCIA)

RCIA is a process for those interested in learning more
about the Catholic faith with the possibility of them-
selves becoming a Catholic.

Funerals

The contact person for the deceased (or the funeral
home) should connect with the office to schedule.

Planning ahead for funeral Mass celebrations is also
available to all parishioners.
Faith Formation

We offer Faith Formation for all ages. Please see the
website for current dates and programs.

Our Lady of Mercy Parish

16 Baboosic Lake Road
Merrimack, NH 03054
603-424-3757

www.olmnh.org

Parish Staff

Rev Msgr Paul Bouchard, Pastor
FrPaul@olmnh.org

John Castelot, Deacon
DeaconJohn@olmnh.org

Sharon Nagy, Business Manager
SNagy@olmnh.org

Michael Coughlin, Director of Faith Formation
MCoughlin@olmnh.org

Cindy Coughlin, Youth Minister
CCoughlin@olmnh.otg

Christian Copeley, Director of Music
CCopeley@olmnh.org

Katie Corsetti, Faith Formation Admin Assistant
KCorsetti@olmnh.org

Tony Ste. Marie, Building & Grounds Facilitator

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 9:00AM-3:00PM
Church Hours

The church will be locked for safety. You are wel-
come to spend time in the church for prayer dur-
ing office hours! Please come into the office and
someone will be happy to let you into the church.

Live streaming available at olmnh.org
The 4:30pm vigil Mass is live streamed. View by
going to the website at www.olmnh.org.
Sanctuary Candle

Please contact the office to have the sanctuary
candle lit in memory of, or for the intentions of,
a loved one.



Mass Intcntion%ﬁ

Saturday, September 23rd
Vigil: Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Feast of Our Lady of Mercy
Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost

4:30PM: Liz Lochman req by the Gehling family
For all parishioners

Sunday, September 24th
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Feast of Our Lady of Mercy
Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost

8:30AM: Carolyn Disco requested by her husband

10:30AM: Sandra Debus requested by her cousin,
Kathy Cooner

Monday, September 25th

8:10AM: Morning Prayer
8:30AM: Eileen Bianchin req by Bruce & Janet Angus

Tuesday, September 26th
Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs

8:10AM: Morning Prayer
8:30AM: Henry McCaffrey

Wednesday, September 27th
Saint Vincent de Paul, Priest

8:10AM: Morning Prayer
8:30AM: Tom Voute req by Tom & Elaine Lamb

Thursday, September 28th
No Mass

Friday, September 29th
Feast of Saints Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael,
Archangels

8:10AM: Morning Prayer
8:30AM: Marguerite Nicolo requested by her family

Saturday, September 30th
Vigil: Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost

4:30PM: Michael Tsatsa requested by his family

Sunday, October 1st
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
FEighteenth Sunday After Pentecost

8:30AM: Durean Caron requested by the family
For all parishioners

10:30AM: Carol Ann Hauver requested by
Christopher & Kathleen Kemp

SANCTUARY CANDLE
The sanctuary candle burns
September 23rd - 29th
in memory of
Rosanna “Irene” Caron.

Priesthood Sunday: September 24, 2023

On this Priesthood Sunday and every day, we are
thankful to you Fr. Paul, our pastor and shepherd!
You are a gift to our parish. God bless you Fr. Paul!

A Priesthood Sunday Blessing

In Your loving kindness,
O good and gracious God,
You sent Your Son to be our shepherd and guide.
Through our priests,
we experience Your presence in the sacraments.
Father Paul continues Christ’s ministry
by sustaining and guiding Your holy people.
Please bless Father Paul.
Let Your spirit uphold him always in his service to
the people of this parish and beyond.

May the power of Your mercy
accompany Fr. Paul and all priests everywhere
and keep them protected always.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen!

Readings for the Week: September 24, 2023

Monday: Ezr 1:1-6; Ps 126:1b-6; Lk 8:16-18
Tuesday: Ezr 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20; Ps 122:1-5; Lk 8:19-21
Wednesday: Ezr 9:5-9; Th:13:2, 3-4abefghn, 7-8;

1k 9:1-6

Thursday: Hg 1:1-8; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Lk 9:7-9
Friday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a; Ps 138:1-5;
Jn 1:47-51

Saturday: Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a; Jer 31:10-12ab, 13;

1Lk 9:43b-45

Sunday: Ez 18:25-28; Ps 25:4-9; Phil 2:1-11 [1-5];
Mt 21:28-32



Feast of Our Lady of Mercy

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary

FAITH FORMATION

Grades 1-12 Upcoming Dates

*Grades 1-5: Parent/Child session Wednesday,
October 18 at 4:30 OR 5:45, church

*Edge & Life Teen (Youth Ministry): Sunday,
October 1 from 6:15-7:45pm, church hall; friends

welcome!

*First Reconciliation: Parent meeting on Wednesday,
September 27 at 6:00pm, church hall

Feast of Our Lady of Mercy
Luke 1:39-55

Gospel for the Feast of Our Lady of Mercy

This Gospel recalls Mary’s visit to her cousin,
Elizabeth, who is also with child. Elizabeth greets
Mary with full recognition of the roles that they and
their unborn children will play in God’s salvation plan.
Mary responds to Elizabeth’s greeting with her song
of praise, the Magnificat.

In Luke’s Gospel the Holy Spirit helps reveal Jesus’s
identity as God. Elizabeth is filled with the Holy Spirit
and sings Mary’s praise because she bears the Lord.
Even John the Baptist, the unborn child in Elizabeth’s
womb, is said to recognize the presence of the Lord
and leaps for joy.

Elizabeth describes Mary as the first disciple, as the
one who believed that God’s word to her would be
fulfilled. Mary’s faith enabled her to recognize the
work of God in her people’s history and in her own
life. Her openness to God allowed God to work
through her so that salvation might come to everyone.
Because of this, Mary is a model and symbol of the
Church. May we be like Mary, open and cooperative
in God’s plan for salvation.

In further considering the role of our Blessed Mother
in our own faith journey, her title of Our Lady of
Mercy is so fitting because she brought forth for us
Jesus Christ, the true manifestation of the mercy of
God. Jesus Christ is the mercy of God made flesh,
and so Mary is truly the “Mother of Mercy.”

Mary is the image of the Church, which rejoices to
receive God’s mercy through her Son. As we look to
her, our Mother of Mercy and Our Lady of Mercy,
may be merciful to others and may we pray for God’s
mercy for all.

God is Merciful
Matthew 20:1-16

Gospel for the 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

In today’s Gospel, Jesus moves from Galilee to teach
in Judea where He is sought out by great crowds and
tested by the Pharisees on issues such as marriage and
divorce. Jesus also encounters a rich young man who is
unable to accept Jesus’s demand that he leave his
possessions to follow Him. Jesus’s response to the rich
man sounds like the conclusion we find in today’s
Gospel: the first will be last and the last will be first.

On the surface, the parable of the workers in the
vineyard appears to be an offense to common sense.
Those who work a longer day ought to be paid more
than those who work just an hour or two. When
viewed in this way, the landowner seems unfair. That
is because we are reading into the parable our own
notions of how fairness should be quantified.

A close read shows us that the landowner paid on the
terms negotiated. The landowner has acted justly. The
parable goes beyond that however, and we come to see
that the landowner is not simply just; he is radically
just. He is exceptionally just. He has given those who
labored in the field for a full day their due pay. He has
also given a full-day’s wage to those who worked only
a single hour. No one is cheated, but a few receive
abundantly, just as we receive from God more than
what is merely justifiable or due. God, like the land-
ownet, is radically just and abundantly generous. The
workers who complain look foolish.

The parable reminds us that although God owes us
nothing, He offers abundantly. At times we are tempt-
ed to think that our own actions deserve more reward,
more of God’s mercy, than the actions of others. But
God’s generosity cannot be quantified. When we think
that way, we are trying to relate to God on our terms
rather than to
accept God’s
radically
different ways.

The fast will be FIRST, and
__ the first will be LAST.

-edited from
: Loyola
O T A R £ press.com

A’ i

o 0 i



Parish Happenings: the Week Ahead
Parish Picnic: Sunday, September 24 from noon to
4:00pm, American Legion picnic grounds

Prayer Group: Monday, September 25 from 4:00-
5:30pm, church

Simon Ministry: Tuesday, September 26 at 6:30pm,
church hall

First Reconciliation Parent Meeting: Wednesday,
September 27 at 6:00pm, church hall

Foot Clinic: Thursday, Sept. 28 from 9:00am-noon,
church hall; call 603-689-2899 for an appointment

Knitting Ministry: Thursday, September 28 from noon
to 2:00pm, parish office

Coffee & Donuts: Sunday, October 1 after Masses,
sponsored by the Knights

Blessing of the Animals: Sunday, October 1 at
2:00pm, church parking lot; please restrain animals

Youth Ministry Edge & Life Teen: Sunday, October
1 at 6:15pm, church hall

Parish Stewardship

Weekly Collections September 11 - 17, 2023
Offertory/Miscellaneous
$9,231
Actual:  $10,179
Variance: $948

Budget:

Thank you for your generosity!

Thank you!

Dear Parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy:

Thank you for your warm welcome and generous
support for the SOLT missions. May God bless you
for all the ways you witness Christ to others and
encourage those around you to live their faith. Thank
you for welcoming me and supporting the work of
SOLT through your prayers, consideration of a
volunteer opportunity, and financial help. Be assured
of my prayers for you.

In the hearts of Jesus

and Mary,
Y Q SOCIETY of OUR LADY

Fr. Larry Tucker, .
o

www.solt.net

Parish Picnic: Don’t Miss It!

It’s here! Join us on Sunday, September 24, the
Feast of Our Lady of Mercy from noon to 4:00pm
at the American Legion picnic grounds..

*Party Sandwiches, Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Side
Dishes, Desserts, Refreshments

* Activities and Games for Children

*Fellowship for all

Food Donations welcome: Homemade or store
bought (salads, desserts).

Food donation drop off: Sat., September 23 from
3:00-6:00pm at the church hall kitchen OR Sunday
the 24th from 9:00am to noon at American Legion

(purple canopy).

Please bring your own folding chairs.

After the 10:30 Mass there will be a procession
from the church to the American Legion. Join us
for the procession or meet us at the picnic grounds!

In the event of rain, the picnic will be held in the
church hall.

Blessing of the
Animals

L~ BLESSING ™,

Bring your pets for a blessing
next Sunday, October 1 at
2:00pm to the church parking
lot. Please be sure to have your
pets restrained.

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

You are invited on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land,
including Rome Pre-Tour Extension with an
optional 3-night Jordan Post Tour Extension from
January 13 though January 25, 2024.

Price for double is $5,198 per person
Price for single is $6,498

Contact Fr. PaulMontminy at
pdmontminy@gmail.com.

Due to the large number of pilgrims interested, a
second bus has been booked. Please call the office
at Immaculate Conception Parish in Nashua at
603-888-0321 for a brochure.
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Sponsors can offer
promotions, dlscounts
and/or up-to-date contact
information to the
ENTIRE community

ﬁd@kABER

ANYONE in the community,
not only Parishioners, can
access realtime offers
from their favorite sponsors
to save, share & support

APPLIANCE SALES
Brennan & & SERVICE
& _TE \ Mac Dealer for Most Major
“6 — Since 1978 — kﬂ‘}' Brands - Since 1978

II_FSI'AUBANT

453 Daniel Webster Highway
Merrimack, NH 03054

603-424-5221

276 South St., Milford, NH 03055
“We service what we sell with experience personnel”
www.brennanandmackayappliance.com - 673-1177

overwhelming.

- Let me help you find a Medicare
Supplement insurance policy that
fits your needs and offers you more

5 f 1 Turning age 65 soon?

Your Medicare choices can seem

/,«’\. P
Handyman Home Repalr
Done right the first time!
From Small Jobs to Large Jobs
(603)661-4516

www.HandyMan603.com
handymanhomerepair603@gmail.com

/ \ THE SPECIALISTS

\ ﬂUTO - TRUCK - FLEET - PERFORMANCE

422 Daniel Webster Hwy., Merrimack
603.365.4146 » dustin@thespecialistsauto.com

- comprehensive benefits.

Glenn Flessas
Insurance Agent

Bankers Life

6 Loudon Rd., Ste 302 402
Concord, NH 03301

Harvard Pilgrim
Health Care

Guiding and empowering healthier lives

603-230-3219

glenn.flessas@bankerslife.com

>

C@W Beaulieu, Inc.

5% Gaffney Street « Nashua, NH 03060
Roofing - Siding « Masonry « Decks
Gutters « Replacement Windows « Shutters
Painting « Storm Windows & Doors
www.chickbeaulieu.com

620 ANKER L|FE
Robin Chouiniere BUCKLEY'S | 15in us for Our Daily Bread [R:S2RZNER:
Sales Executive Senior Markets REMATOR
650 Elm St.-7th Floor, Manchester, NH OPEN 6 - 6 DAILY ™ ity pet e i
robin.chouiniere@point32health.org 436 DW Highway ) Henry Clas Dr. Mortimeck N
603-656-9531 BAKERY & CAFE MerrimaCk 0% O & I i D

(603) 883-5822
IC dliat

Free estimates i
Fully insured ==

P:603.424.8900 - C: 603.765.6868
www.merrimackroofing.com -‘-
Darrin L. Vigeant, DLVigeant@comcast.net

- -

Quality work at affordable prices - Residential Roofing Specialist

A Sractical . ///J/)/'()(lc% to Assisted. ,ﬁo[/zy/”
C
NOW OPEN. CALL FOR INFORMATION AND TOUR!
8 Jennifer Drive, Merrimack, NH 03054

603-913-7630

paula@rosehavenmerrimack.com

RO SE HAVE

AT MERRIMACK

IN REMEMBRANCE OF

Mallory's Army

oundation

SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON
United Together In The
Fight Against Bullying...

A M l Don’t Just Teach Kindness...

ASK >.] BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657
info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

ORYSARMY

American
Red Cross

Make a Difference in Your Community il

VOLUNTEER

with the American Red Cross

Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer

STOP MATCH

BEFORE YOU GET
IN'A RIDE SHARE

WITH US

915 Our Lady of Mercy, Merrimack, NH (B)

a
John Patrick Publishing Co. 1.800.333.3166 - www.jppc.net
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