
Our Lady of Mercy Parish     December 3, 2023 



Our Lady of Mercy Parish 
    
 
 

16 Baboosic Lake Road 
Merrimack, NH 03054 

603-424-3757 
www.olmnh.org 

 
Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday Vigil 4:30PM 
Sunday 8:30AM & 10:30AM 
Weekdays Mon, Tues, Wed, & Fri 8:30AM 
Holy Days 8:30AM and anticipated vigil 7:00PM 
 

Reconciliation 
 

Saturdays 3:00-3:45PM 
By appointment: please call the office to schedule  
with Fr. Paul. 
 

Baptism 
 

Please call the office. Baptisms are usually planned for 
the last weekend of the month. 
 

Marriage 
 

Please contact the office to schedule marriage  
preparation with Fr. Paul. 
 

Rite of  Christian Initiation for Adults 
(RCIA) 
 

RCIA is a process for those interested in learning more 
about the Catholic faith with the possibility of them-
selves becoming a Catholic. 
 

Funerals 
 

The contact person for the deceased (or the funeral 
home) should connect with the office to schedule.  
 

Planning ahead for funeral Mass celebrations is also 
available to all parishioners.  
 

Faith Formation 
 

We offer Faith Formation for all ages. Please see the 
website for current dates and programs.  

Parish Office Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday 9:00AM-3:00PM 
 

Church Hours 
 

The church will be locked for safety. You are  
welcome to spend prayer time in church during 
office hours! Please come into the office and 
someone will be happy to let you into the church. 
 

Live streaming available at olmnh.org  
 

The 4:30pm vigil Mass is live streamed. View by 
going to the website at www.olmnh.org. 
 

Sanctuary Candle  
 

Please contact the office to have the sanctuary  
candle lit in memory of, or for the intentions of,  
a loved one.  

Parish Staff 
 

Rev Msgr Paul Bouchard, Pastor 
 FrPaul@olmnh.org 
 

John Castelot, Deacon 
 DeaconJohn@olmnh.org 
 

Sharon Nagy, Business Manager 
 SNagy@olmnh.org 
 

Christian Copeley, Director of Music 
 CCopeley@olmnh.org 
 

Katie Corsetti, Director of Faith Formation 
 KCorsetti@olmnh.org 
 

Linda Durbin, Faith Formation Admin Assistant 
 LDurbin@olmnh.org 
 

Karen Correia, Admin Assistant 
 KCorreia@olmnh.org 



SANCTUARY CANDLE 
The sanctuary candle burns  

December 2nd – 8th  
in memory of 

Roger Bonenfant 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Saturday, December 2nd 
Vigil: First Sunday of Advent 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 
 

4:30PM: Sandy Debus requested by the Lyons family 
Adoration 
     

Sunday, December 3rd 
First Sunday of Advent 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 
 

8:30AM: Ronald Nicholas Distasio requested by the  
     Knight of Columbus 
 

10:30AM: Anita Creager requested by Jeannine Notter  
      & Maureen Mooney 
       For all parishioners 
Adoration 
 

Monday, December 4th 
Saint John Damascene,  

Priest & Doctor of the Church 
 

8:10AM: Morning Prayer 
8:30AM: Annette King 
 

Tuesday, December 5th 
 

8:10AM: Morning Prayer 
8:30AM: Anita Creager requested by the Lamb family 

We Welcome our Newly Baptized! 
 

 

Baptized in November: 
 

  
 Julian Peterson 
 Charles Weiand 

 
 

“There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism.” 

-Ephesians 4:5 

Thank you Lord for making me  

a living temple of the Holy Spirit.  

Thank you for the water of my baptism 

through which You have given me  

new life in Christ. 

Amen! 

Readings for the Week: December 3, 2023 
 

Monday, December 4, 2023 Is 2:1-5 Ps 122:1-2,  
3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9   Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday, December 5, 2023 Is 11:1-10 Ps 72:1-2,  
7-8, 12-13, 17   Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday, December 6, 2023 Is 25:6-10a Ps 23: 
1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6   Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday, December 7, 2023 Is 26:1-6 Ps 118:1 and 
8-9, 19-21, 25-27a   Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday, December 8, 2023 Gn 3:9-15, 20 Ps 98:1,  
2-3ab, 3cd-4 Eph 1:3-6, 11-12 Lk 1:26-38 
Saturday, December 9, 2023 Is 30:19-21, 23-26  
Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6   Mt 9:35–10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Sunday, December 10, 2023 Is 40:1-5, 9-11 Ps 85: 
9-10-11-12, 13-14 2 Pt 3:8-14 Mk 1:1-8 

 

Wednesday, December 6th 
Saint Nicholas, Bishop 

 

8:10AM: Morning Prayer 
8:30AM: Patrick Paulson req by the Lamb family 
 

Thursday, December 7th 
Vigil: The Immaculate Conception  

of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

7:00PM: Bette Tylock req by Bruce & Janet Angus 
 

Friday, December 8th 
Immaculate Conception  

of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

8:10AM: Morning Prayer 
8:30AM: Jake Durkin requested by his family 
 

Saturday, December 9th 
Vigil: Second Sunday of Advent 

Twenty-Eighth Sunday After Pentecost 
 

4:30PM: Roger Bonenfant, 9th anniversary, requested 
    by Helen 
    For all parishioners 
     

Sunday, December 10th 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 
 

8:30AM: Carmen Canton requested by Diane Schultz 
 

10:30AM: William “Billy” Fleming req by the family 



FAITH FORMATION 

Grades 1-12 Upcoming Dates 
 

•Grades 1-5: Parent/Child session Wednesday,  
December 13 at 4:30 OR 5:45, church  
 

•Youth Ministry: Sunday, December 10 from 6:15-
7:45pm, church hall; friends welcome! 
  

•Confirmation & First Communion: Parent meeting 
Wednesday, December 6 at 6:00pm, church hall 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday after Pentecost First Sunday of  Advent 

Time to Prepare our Hearts for Jesus 
 

First Week of Advent: December 3, 2023: HOPE 
 

Light the first purple candle. 
 

Scripture reflection: The people who walked in  
darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelled in 
the land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. 

-Isaiah 9:2 
Advent wreath prayer:  

Dear Jesus, 
You are the hope in our messy world. 

This Advent, help us slow down, 
listen to Your voice, 

and focus on what’s really important. 
We place our hope in You as we prepare our hearts  

to celebrate Your birth on Christmas.  Amen! 
 

-DynamicCatholic.com 

Be Watchful for the Son of  Man 
Mark 13:33-37 

 

Today we begin the season of Advent, which marks 
the start of a new liturgical year for the Church. The 
readings for Sunday Mass are arranged on a three-
year cycle. Each year features a different Gospel: 
Matthew, Mark, or Luke. Readings from the Gospel 
of John are interspersed throughout all three years. 
With this year’s first Sunday of Advent, we begin  
Cycle B of the Lectionary, which focuses on Mark’s 
Gospel. This week and next week, our readings from 
the Gospel of Mark present two important Advent 
themes: the Lord’s return at the end of time and John 
the Baptist’s preparation for Jesus. 
 

Today’s Gospel comes from the end of Mark; the 
chapter that immediately precedes his account of  
Jesus’s Passion. Having been questioned repeatedly 
by the scribes and the Pharisees, Jesus is now  
questioned by His disciples - Peter, James, John, and 
Andrew - who want details about His prediction of 
the destruction of the Temple. Jesus answers with 
many warnings about the difficulties that the disciples 
will face. 
 

Today’s passage comes at the conclusion of Jesus’s 
warnings to His disciples. Jesus emphasizes the need 
for watchfulness. The Son of Man will come without 
warning; only the Father knows the exact hour. The 
disciples must not be caught unprepared. 
 

Scholars believe that Mark’s Gospel was written 
around the time of the destruction of Jerusalem by 
the Romans in 70AD. Mark’s audience consisted of 
Christians who were living in difficult social and  
political times; times of conflict. They were likely  
facing persecution as followers of Jesus. During this 
difficult time, it helped to recall that Jesus foretold of 
such difficulties. Early Christian communities took 
courage from Jesus’s warning to remain alert and 
watchful, and His words helped them to persevere. 

          Today’s Gospel reminds us that Advent is about more than our  
preparation for the Church’s celebration of Christ’s birth at Christmas. Advent is also about preparing ourselves 
for Christ’s return in glory at the end of time. Like the disciples and the faithful in Mark’s community, we must 
also stay alert and watchful. Our faithfulness to God, through the good times as well as the difficult times, shows 
us to be ready for the coming of the Son of Man. 
 

-edited from Loyolapress.com 

Congratulations First Reconciliation  
Recipients! 

 

May all who received First Reconciliation discover the 
beauty of God’s forgiveness through this Sacrament 
of Healing. May God’s love be upon you and God’s  
presence always guide you! 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/advent


Parish Happenings: the Week Ahead 
 

Coffee & Donuts: sponsored by our Knights after the 
Masses on Sunday, December 3, church hall 
 

Adoration: Sunday, December 3 after the 10:30 Mass 
 

RCIA: Sunday, December 3 at 11:30am, parish office  
 

Youth Ministry: Sunday, December 3 at 6:15pm, hall 
 

Lessons & Carols: Sunday, December 3 at 6:30pm, 
church 
 

Prayer Group with Guided Adoration: Monday,  
December 4 from 4:00 to 5:30pm, church 
 

Confirmation & First Communion Parent meeting: 
Wednesday, December 6 at 6:00pm, church hall  
 

Knitting Ministry: Thursday, December 7 from noon 
to 2:00pm, parish office 
 

Men of St. Joseph: Saturday, December 9 at 7:00am, 
church hall 
 

K of C Breakfast: sponsored by our Knights after the 
Masses on Sunday, December 10, church hall 
 

Youth Ministry: Sunday, December 10 at 6:15pm, hall 

Parish Stewardship 
 

Weekly Collections November 13 - 19, 2023 

Offertory/Miscellaneous  

 Budget:           $9,231 

 Actual:            $8,520 

           Variance: ,         ($711) 
 

Weekly Collections November 20 - 26, 2023 

 Budget:  $9,231 

 Actual:  $9,107 

 Variance: ($124) 

Thank you for your generosity! 

120 Club 
 

Week 7 
Louise LeDuc 

Sue Proulx 
 

Congratulations and thank you for your support! 

Schola Choir Seeking New Members  
 

Our Lady of Mercy’s Schola is seeking altos and  
sopranos. Schola is a choir that sings once a month at 
the 10:30 Mass. We primarily sing sacred music,  
including traditional hymns, motets, and Gregorian 
chant. Being able to read music is recommended.  
Rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings. See Christian 
if you are interested in joining. 

Beautiful Eucharist 
 

You are welcome to a copy of  
Dynamic Catholic author Matthew 
Kelly’s Beautiful Eucharist. This 
book is an invitation to encounter 
the life-giving presence of Jesus in 
the Eucharist so that you can spread 
that life-giving presence in the world. Books are  
located at all church entrances.  

Advent Giving Tree 
 

The Advent Giving Tree has gift card requests to be 
 purchased then returned to OLM. The  
  Giving Tree is located in the main church  
   entrance. Donations will be made in bundles 
    to local charities.  
 

         Thank you for supporting our  
         community! 

Lessons & Carols 
 

Sunday, December 3 at 6:30pm in the church 
 

Hear Scripture lessons, accompanying prayers, and sea-
sonal hymns and carols. A wonderful tradition to begin 
the Advent Season. All are welcome! 

Winter Weather Mass Cancellations 
 

If Merrimack Schools are canceled for weather then 
daily Mass will be canceled. Weekend Masses will  
follow the normal schedule, but please use caution 
when deciding to travel in bad weather. 

Advent Penance Service 
 

Advent Penance Service: Sunday, December 10 at 
2:00pm at St. Joseph the Worker Parish in Nashua. 
Along with this communal penance service, there will 
be an opportunity for individual confession. Consider 
receiving this Sacrament of Healing as part of your  
Advent preparation for Jesus. 
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453 Daniel Webster Highway
Merrimack, NH 03054

603-424-5221

Turning age 65 soon?
Your Medicare choices can seem 
overwhelming.
Let me help you fi nd a Medicare 
Supplement insurance policy that 
fi ts your needs and off ers you more 
comprehensive benefi ts.

Glenn Flessas
Insurance Agent
Bankers Life
6 Loudon Rd., Ste 302 402
Concord, NH 03301

603-230-3219
glenn.fl essas@bankerslife.com

Underwritten by Colonial Penn Life Insurance Company

162025-NH

AUTO - TRUCK - FLEET - PERFORMANCE

422 Daniel Webster Hwy., Merrimack
603.365.4146 • dustin@thespecialistsauto.com

Join us for Our Daily Bread

OPEN 6 - 6 DAILY
436 DW Highway

Merrimack

5½ Gaff ney Street • Nashua, NH 03060
Roofi ng • Siding • Masonry • Decks

Gutters • Replacement Windows • Shutters 
Painting • Storm Windows & Doors
www.chickbeaulieu.com

(603) 883-5822(603) 883-5822

APPLIANCE SALES 
& SERVICE

Dealer for Most Major 
Brands • Since 1978

276 South St., Milford, NH 03055
“We service what we sell with experience personnel”

www.brennanandmackayappliance.com • 673-1177

Quality work at aff ordable prices - Residential Roofi ng SpecialistQuality work at aff ordable prices - Residential Roofi ng Specialist
P: 603.424.8900 - C: 603.765.6868
www.merrimackroofing.com
Darrin L. Vigeant, DLVigeant@comcast.net

Free estimatesFree estimates
Fully insuredFully insured

Mallory’s Army 
Foundation

            United Together In The 
             Fight Against Bullying...

              Don’t Just Teach Kindness... 

B E  K I N D N E S S !
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657
info@mallorysarmy.org

   It’s easy to join our mailing list! 
Just send your email address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY 
to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

All Paws & Pets  
 Crematory

“Caring for your
family pet like family”

10 Henry Clay Dr., Merrimack, NH
(603) 595-1889

10% OFF URNS WITH THIS AD

Urns • Memorials • Keepsake Jewelry

8 Jennifer Drive, Merrimack, NH 03054

603-913-7630
paula@rosehavenmerrimack.com     

NOW OPEN. CALL FOR INFORMATION AND TOUR!NOW OPEN. CALL FOR INFORMATION AND TOUR!

“A Practical Approach to Assisted Living”

Guiding and empowering healthier lives

Robin Chouiniere
Sales Executive Senior Markets
650 Elm St.-7th Floor, Manchester, NH
robin.chouiniere@point32health.org
603-656-9531

IN REMEMBRANCE OF 
SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK
#WHAT SM YNAME
BEFORE YOU GET
IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK

O U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T YO U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
Sponsors can off er 

promotions, discounts 
and/or up-to-date contact 

information to the 
ENTIRE community

ANYONE in the community, 
not only Parishioners, can 

access realtime off ers 
from their favorite sponsors

 to save, share & support

Handyman Home Repair
Done right the fi rst time!

From Small Jobs to Large Jobs
(603)661-4516

www.HandyMan603.com
handymanhomerepair603@gmail.com

WORSHIP

WITH US
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