
Our Lady of Mercy Parish     December 17, 2023 



Our Lady of Mercy Parish 
    
 
 

16 Baboosic Lake Road 
Merrimack, NH 03054 

603-424-3757 
www.olmnh.org 

 
Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday Vigil 4:30PM 
Sunday 8:30AM & 10:30AM 
Weekdays Mon, Tues, Wed, & Fri 8:30AM 
Holy Days 8:30AM and anticipated vigil 7:00PM 
 

Reconciliation 
 

Saturdays 3:00-3:45PM 
By appointment: please call the office to schedule  
with Fr. Paul. 
 

Baptism 
 

Please call the office. Baptisms are usually planned for 
the last weekend of the month. 
 

Marriage 
 

Please contact the office to schedule marriage  
preparation with Fr. Paul. 
 

Rite of  Christian Initiation for Adults 
(RCIA) 
 

RCIA is a process for those interested in learning more 
about the Catholic faith with the possibility of them-
selves becoming a Catholic. 
 

Funerals 
 

The contact person for the deceased (or the funeral 
home) should connect with the office to schedule.  
 

Planning ahead for funeral Mass celebrations is also 
available to all parishioners.  
 

Faith Formation 
 

We offer Faith Formation for all ages. Please see the 
website for current dates and programs.  

Parish Office Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday 9:00AM-3:00PM 
 

Church Hours 
 

The church will be locked for safety. You are  
welcome to spend prayer time in church during 
office hours! Please come into the office and 
someone will be happy to let you into the church. 
 

Live streaming available at olmnh.org  
 

The 4:30pm vigil Mass is live streamed. View by 
going to the website at www.olmnh.org. 
 

Sanctuary Candle  
 

Please contact the office to have the sanctuary  
candle lit in memory of, or for the intentions of,  
a loved one.  

Parish Staff 
 

Rev Msgr Paul Bouchard, Pastor 
 FrPaul@olmnh.org 
 

John Castelot, Deacon 
 DeaconJohn@olmnh.org 
 

Sharon Nagy, Business Manager 
 SNagy@olmnh.org 
 

Christian Copeley, Director of Music 
 CCopeley@olmnh.org 
 

Katie Corsetti, Director of Faith Formation 
 KCorsetti@olmnh.org 
 

Linda Durbin, Faith Formation Admin Assistant 
 LDurbin@olmnh.org 
 

Karen Correia, Admin Assistant 
 KCorreia@olmnh.org 



SANCTUARY CANDLE 
The sanctuary candle burns  

December 16th – 22nd  
in memory of 
Skip Watkins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Saturday, December 16th 
Vigil: Third Sunday of Advent: Gaudete Sunday 

 

4:30PM: Philip Russell Dwyer requested by the family 
     

Sunday, December 17th 
Third Sunday of Advent: Gaudete Sunday 

 

8:30AM: Carmelle Murch requested by her husband 
    For all parishioners 
 

10:30AM: Ann Beaupre, 7th anniversary, req by family 
 

Monday, December 18th 
 

8:10AM: Morning Prayer 
8:30AM: Marguerite Nicolo requested by her family 
 

Tuesday, December 19th 
 

8:10AM: Morning Prayer 
8:30AM: Norman Peppin, 10th anniversary, requested 
    by his wife Liane 
 

Wednesday, December 20th 
 

8:10AM: Morning Prayer 
8:30AM: Jean Gelinas, 10th anniversary, requested by  
    his wife 
 

Thursday, December 21st 
No Mass 

Friday, December 22nd 
 

8:10AM: Morning Prayer 
8:30AM: Skip Watkins requested by Diane Boissy  
 

Saturday, December 23rd 
Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

4:30PM: Marjorie Puccia req by Helen Bonenfant 
     

Sunday, December 24th 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

9:30AM: Frank & Dureen Caron and Michael Perreault 
    For all parishioners 
 

Sunday, December 24th 
Vigil: The Nativity of the Lord 

 

4:00PM: The parents of Clay & Kathy Rush 
 

7:00PM: Donald & Arlene Olson req by the family 
 

Monday, December 25th 
The Nativity of the Lord 

 

Midnight: Anita Creager 
 

10:30AM: Michael, Billy & Jill Fleming requested by  
      the family 

Readings for the Week: December 17, 2023 
 

Monday Jer 23:5-8 Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 Mt 1:18-25 
Tuesday Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17 
Lk 1:5-25 
Wednesday Is 7:10-14 Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6  
Lk 1:26-38 
Thursday Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a Ps 33:2-3,  
11-12, 20-21 Lk 1:39-45 

Friday 1 Sm 1:24-28 1 Sam 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd    
Lk 1:46-56 
Saturday Mal 3:1-4, 23-24 Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14 
Lk 1:57-66 
Sunday (4th Sunday of Advent) 2023 2 Sm 7:1-5,  
8b-12, 14a, 16 Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 Rom 16:25-27  
Lk 1:26-38 

The 4th Sunday of  Advent &  
Christmas Mass Schedule 

 

With Christmas being on a Monday this year, the 
Fourth Sunday of Advent falls on Sunday,  
December 24 so that last “week” of Advent is only a 
few hours! The Masses for the Fourth Sunday of  
Advent include the regularly scheduled vigil on  
Saturday, December 23 at 4:30pm and one Sunday 
Mass on Sunday, December 24 at 9:30am. 
 

The Christmas Mass schedule includes: 
Christmas Eve: 
 4:00pm 
 7:00pm and  
 Midnight  
Christmas Day at 10:30am. 

Joy to the World!  
 

Today, the third Sunday of 

Advent is called Gaudete  
Sunday, which means joy or 
rejoice. The opening  
antiphon for today’s liturgy 
asks us to Rejoice in the 
Lord always; again I say  
rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is 
near! 



FAITH FORMATION 

Grades 1-12 Upcoming Dates 
 

•Grades 1-5: Parent/Child session Wednesday,  
January 17 at 4:30 OR 5:45, church  
 

•Youth Ministry: Sunday, January 7 from 6:15-
7:45pm, church hall; friends welcome! 
  

•Confirmation & First Communion: Parent & child 
session Saturday, March 9 at 9:30am, church hall 

Twenty-Ninth Sunday after Pentecost Third Sunday of  Advent: Gaudete Sunday 

Time to Prepare our Hearts for Jesus 
 

Third Week of Advent: December 17, 2023: JOY 
 

Light the first and second purple candles and the rose 
candle. We are getting closer! 
 

Scripture reflection: 
 

And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 
told them. 

-Luke 2:20 
 
Advent wreath prayer:  
 

Dear Jesus,  
Help us focus on You during this busy season.  

May we stay aware of the joy You bring into our 
lives. We want to find You in the everyday mo-

ments and come with hearts of gratitude to  
Your manger on Christmas. 

Amen! 
-DynamicCatholic.com 

John the Baptist Testimony 

John 1:6-8,19-28 
 

This Sunday’s Gospel invites us to continue our  
reflection on the person and mission of John the  
Baptist. Today we depart from the Gospel of Mark 
and read from the Gospel of John. 
 

This Gospel combines a brief passage from the  
prologue to John’s Gospel with a report about John 
the Baptist. As in Mark’s Gospel, the Gospel of John 
contains no birth narrative. John’s Gospel begins with 
a theological reflection that has come to be called the 
“prologue.” It speaks of Jesus’s existence with God 
since the beginning of time. In John’s Gospel, Jesus is 
presented as the fulfillment of the Old Testament and 
the culmination of the Word; the light that is coming 
into the world’s darkness. 
 

Following this prologue, John reports on the ministry 
of John the Baptist. We learn about the attention he 
received from the Jewish authorities. Messengers 
from the Jewish priests, the Levites, and the Pharisees 
question John about his identity and the meaning of 
the baptisms he performs. John’s Gospel uses these 
questions to establish the relationship between Jesus 
and John the Baptist. John the Baptist is not the  
Messiah; nor is he Elijah or the Prophet. In John’s 
denials we hear echoes of the kind of messianic  
expectations common in first-century Palestine. 
 

The only affirmative response that John the Baptist 
gives is when he quotes the prophet Isaiah. John  
announces that the savior they seek is already among 
them, but not recognized. John’s response highlights 
an Advent theme: Jesus has already come into the 
world as our savior. During Advent, we pray that we 
will be able to recognize Jesus’s presence in our midst. 
Advent also reminds us that Jesus will come again to 
fulfill the promise of salvation. We pray that we will 
be watchful as we anticipate that great day. 
 

The third Sunday of Advent is also called Gaudete 
Sunday. Gaudete, a Latin word which means “rejoice,” 

is taken from the entrance antiphon for Sunday’s 
Mass. This theme is echoed in today’s second reading 
from the first Letter to the Thessalonians. It reminds 
us that Advent is a season of joy because our  
salvation is already at hand. 

-edited from Loyolapress.com 
 



Parish Happenings: the Week Ahead 
 

Coffee & Donuts: sponsored by our Knights after the 
Masses on Sunday, December 17, church hall 
 

RCIA: Sunday, December 17 at 11:30am, parish office  
 

Foot Clinic: Thursday, December 21 from 9:00am-
noon, hall; call 603-689-2899 for an appointment 
 

Knitting Ministry: Thursday, December 21 from noon 
to 2:00pm, parish office 

Parish Stewardship 
 

Weekly Collections Dec 4 - 10, 2023 

Offertory/Miscellaneous 

 Budget:    $9,231 

 Actual:  $13,260 

 Variance: ($4,029) 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

120 Club 
 

Week 9 
 

Carol Scopa 
Marie Cote 

 

Congratulations and thank you for your support! 

Schola Choir Seeking New Members  
 

Our Lady of Mercy’s Schola is seeking altos and  
sopranos. Schola is a choir that sings once a month at 
the 10:30 Mass. We primarily sing sacred music,  
including traditional hymns, motets, and Gregorian 
chant. Being able to read music is recommended.  
Rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings.  

Beautiful Eucharist 
 

You are welcome to a copy of  
Dynamic Catholic author Matthew 
Kelly’s Beautiful Eucharist. This 
book is an invitation to encounter 
the life-giving presence of Jesus in 
the Eucharist so that you can 
spread that life-giving presence in the world. Books 
are located at all church entrances.  

Winter Weather Mass Cancellations 
 

If Merrimack Schools are canceled for 
weather then daily Mass will be canceled. 
Weekend Masses will follow the normal 
schedule, but please use caution when  
deciding to travel in bad weather. 

Offertory Envelopes for 2024 
 

If you use offertory envelopes to make your church  
contributions, please pick up your 2024 set in the back 
of the church. Thank you! 

Book Review 
Surprised By Truth by Patrick Madrid      

Basilica Press 
 

Patrick Madrid has been a veritable fixture on  

Catholic radio and EWTN for decades. The Sur-
prised By Truth books are in multiple volumes (at 

least three at last count). Very simply, they are stories 
written by everyday people searching for true  
religious faith in their lives and their journey to find 
that faith. These people can be lapsed Catholics, 
evangelicals, atheists, Jews, really anybody.  
 

Their personal stories are all different and all varied. 
All the stories are enlightening and powerful. What’s 
attractive about this book is that you can read any 
story in a very short amount of time. Each “Truth” 
book has about a dozen stories in it.  
 

While not actually realizing it, most people in today’s 
world can’t find the answer they want in the search 
for true peace in their lives in the secular society we 
all live in. This book shows repeatedly that finding 
God is really the only answer to peace in this earthly 
world. And finding it in our Catholic faith is the only 
true end to the search, as every one of these stories 
attests. Most people in the book research and/or join 
multiple religions before finding out that Catholicism 
has every answer to every question they’ve ever 
wanted answered! 
 

It’s short. It’s a quick read. It’s super informative on 
Catholic faith and beliefs. And it’s powerful.  
 

For those who prefer an actual book to the digital 
version there are many online book sellers but one of 
the best for used books is Abebooks.com. Most are 
with free shipping and the condition is noted for 
each copy listed for sale.  

Peace Light 
 

Bring a candle to take home the flame from the grotto 
at the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. The Peace 
Light is located in the main entrance this weekend.  
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453 Daniel Webster Highway
Merrimack, NH 03054

603-424-5221

Turning age 65 soon?
Your Medicare choices can seem 
overwhelming.
Let me help you fi nd a Medicare 
Supplement insurance policy that 
fi ts your needs and off ers you more 
comprehensive benefi ts.

Glenn Flessas
Insurance Agent
Bankers Life
6 Loudon Rd., Ste 302 402
Concord, NH 03301

603-230-3219
glenn.fl essas@bankerslife.com

Underwritten by Colonial Penn Life Insurance Company

162025-NH

AUTO - TRUCK - FLEET - PERFORMANCE

422 Daniel Webster Hwy., Merrimack
603.365.4146 • dustin@thespecialistsauto.com

Join us for Our Daily Bread

OPEN 6 - 6 DAILY
436 DW Highway

Merrimack

5½ Gaff ney Street • Nashua, NH 03060
Roofi ng • Siding • Masonry • Decks

Gutters • Replacement Windows • Shutters 
Painting • Storm Windows & Doors
www.chickbeaulieu.com

(603) 883-5822(603) 883-5822

APPLIANCE SALES 
& SERVICE

Dealer for Most Major 
Brands • Since 1978

276 South St., Milford, NH 03055
“We service what we sell with experience personnel”

www.brennanandmackayappliance.com • 673-1177

Quality work at aff ordable prices - Residential Roofi ng SpecialistQuality work at aff ordable prices - Residential Roofi ng Specialist
P: 603.424.8900 - C: 603.765.6868
www.merrimackroofing.com
Darrin L. Vigeant, DLVigeant@comcast.net

Free estimatesFree estimates
Fully insuredFully insured

Mallory’s Army 
Foundation

            United Together In The 
             Fight Against Bullying...

              Don’t Just Teach Kindness... 

B E  K I N D N E S S !
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657
info@mallorysarmy.org

   It’s easy to join our mailing list! 
Just send your email address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY 
to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

All Paws & Pets  
 Crematory

“Caring for your
family pet like family”

10 Henry Clay Dr., Merrimack, NH
(603) 595-1889

10% OFF URNS WITH THIS AD

Urns • Memorials • Keepsake Jewelry

8 Jennifer Drive, Merrimack, NH 03054

603-913-7630
paula@rosehavenmerrimack.com     

NOW OPEN. CALL FOR INFORMATION AND TOUR!NOW OPEN. CALL FOR INFORMATION AND TOUR!

“A Practical Approach to Assisted Living”

IN REMEMBRANCE OF 
SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK
#WHAT SM YNAME
BEFORE YOU GET
IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK

O U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T YO U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
Sponsors can off er 

promotions, discounts 
and/or up-to-date contact 

information to the 
ENTIRE community

ANYONE in the community, 
not only Parishioners, can 

access realtime off ers 
from their favorite sponsors

 to save, share & support

Handyman Home Repair
Done right the fi rst time!

From Small Jobs to Large Jobs
(603)661-4516

www.HandyMan603.com
handymanhomerepair603@gmail.com

WORSHIP

WITH US

Wouldn’t your 
business look 

GREAT
in this spot?!

To advertise call 
1.800.333.3166 

ext.161

www.jppc.net
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