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Our Lady of Mercy Parish 
    
 
 

16 Baboosic Lake Road 
Merrimack, NH 03054 

603-424-3757 
www.olmnh.org 

 
Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday Vigil 4:30PM 
Sunday 8:30AM & 10:30AM 
Weekdays Mon, Tues, Wed, & Fri 8:30AM 
Holy Days 8:30AM and anticipated vigil 7:00PM 
 

Reconciliation 
 

Saturdays 3:00-3:45PM 
By appointment: please call the office to schedule  
with Fr. Paul. 
 

Baptism 
 

Please call the office. Baptisms are usually planned for 
the last weekend of the month. 
 

Marriage 
 

Please contact the office to schedule marriage  
preparation with Fr. Paul. 
 

Rite of  Christian Initiation for Adults 
(RCIA) 
 

RCIA is a process for those interested in learning more 
about the Catholic faith with the possibility of them-
selves becoming a Catholic. 
 

Funerals 
 

The contact person for the deceased (or the funeral 
home) should connect with the office to schedule.  
 

Planning ahead for funeral Mass celebrations is also 
available to all parishioners.  
 

Faith Formation 
 

We offer Faith Formation for all ages. Please see the 
website for current dates and programs.  

Parish Office Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday 9:00AM-3:00PM 
 

Church Hours 
 

The church will be locked for safety. You are  
welcome to spend prayer time in church during 
office hours! Please come into the office and 
someone will be happy to let you into the church. 
 

Live streaming available at olmnh.org  
 

The 4:30pm vigil Mass is live streamed. View by 
going to the website at www.olmnh.org. 
 

Sanctuary Candle  
 

Please contact the office to have the sanctuary  
candle lit in memory of, or for the intentions of,  
a loved one.  

Parish Staff 
 

Rev Msgr Paul Bouchard, Pastor 
 FrPaul@olmnh.org 
 

John Castelot, Deacon 
 DeaconJohn@olmnh.org 
 

Sharon Nagy, Business Manager 
 SNagy@olmnh.org 
 

Christian Copeley, Director of Music 
 CCopeley@olmnh.org 
 

Mary-Elizabeth Hauver, Youth Minister 
 MHauver@olmnh.org 
 

Katie Corsetti, Director of Faith Formation 
 KCorsetti@olmnh.org 
 

Linda Durbin, Admin Assistant 
 LDurbin@olmnh.org 
 

Karen Correia, Admin Assistant 
 KCorreia@olmnh.org 



SANCTUARY CANDLE 
The sanctuary candle burns January 13th – 19th  

in memory of Thomas Cahir. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Saturday, January 13th 
Vigil: Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Thirty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 
 

4:30PM: Dorothy Lavallee requested by her family 
     

Sunday, January 14th 
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Thirty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 
 

8:30AM: Lorraine Bourgeois req by Diane Boissy 
    For all parishioners 
 

10:30AM: Bette Bell req by Tom & Elaine Lamb 
 

Monday, January 15th 
 

No Mass 
 

Tuesday, January 16th 
 

8:10AM: Morning Prayer 
8:30AM: John Clark requested by the family 
 

Wednesday, January 17th 
Saint Anthony, Abbot 

 

8:10AM: Morning Prayer 
8:30AM: Michael Peter Carlos requested by his  
    daughter, JoAnne 
 

Thursday, January 18th 
 

No Mass 
 

Friday, January 19th 
 

8:10AM: Morning Prayer 
8:30AM: Patricia Davis  
 

Saturday, January 20th 
Vigil: Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Thirty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

4:30PM: Thomas Cahir, 6th anniversary 
     

Sunday, January 21st 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Thirty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

8:30AM: Paul Brisson, 5th anniversary, requested by  
    his wife, Elaine 
 

10:30AM: James Mullen requested by Kaye Osinski 
     For all parishioners 

Readings for the Week: January 14, 2024 
 

Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23 Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 
23   Mk 2:18-22 
Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13 Ps 89:20, 21-22, 27-28    
Mk 2:23-28 
Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51 Ps 144:1b, 2,  
9-10   Mk 3:1-6 
Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7 Ps 56:2-3, 9-10a,  
10b-11, 12-13   Mk 3:7-12 
Friday: 1 Sm 24:3-21 Ps 57:2, 3-4, 6 and 11    
Mk 3:13-19 
Saturday: 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27 Ps 80:2-3,  
5-7   Mk 3:20-21 
Sunday: Jon 3:1-5, 10 Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9  
1 Cor 7:29-31 Mk 1:14-20 

120 Club 
Week 13 

 

Sylvia Stevens 
Irene Sullivan 

 

Congratulations and thank you for your support! 

January Rosary Intentions 
 

January 14 - Mary my Mother: Cradle those dying of 
a terminal illness. 
 

January 15 - Holy Mother: Bring an end to animal 
cruelty. 
 

January 16 - Sweetest Mother: Stop wrongful  
research on human embryos. 
 

January 17 - Queen of Martyrs: Comfort the victims 
of violent crimes. 
 

January 18 - Our Lady of Mercy: Bring hope to those 
who suffer from mental illness. 
 

January 19 - Holy Mary: Heal your children  
imprisoned by addictions. 
 

January 20 - Dearest Mother: Lead our Faith  
Formation students closer to Jesus. 



FAITH FORMATION 

Thirty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 

Grades 1-12 Upcoming Dates 
 

•Grades 1-5: Parent/Child session Wednesday,  
January 17 at 4:30 OR 5:45, church  
 

•Youth Ministry: Sunday, January 21 from 6:15-
7:45pm, church hall; friends welcome! 
  

•Confirmation & First Communion: Parent & child 
session Saturday, March 9 at 9:30am, church hall 

The Magi Seek Jesus 

Matthew 2:1-12 
Omitted Reflection from January 7, 2024 

 

The visit of the Magi occurs directly before the story 
of the Holy Family’s flight into Egypt. Matthew’s 
Gospel tells a version of Jesus’s birth that is different 
than the one in Luke. Of the actual birth of Jesus, 
Matthew tells us little more than, “When Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King  
Herod… .” The story of the census is found only in 
Luke’s Gospel, but we hear about the visit of the Magi 
only in Matthew’s Gospel. 
 

We know little about the Magi. They come from the 
East and journey to Bethlehem. We assume that there 
were three Magi based upon the naming of their three 
gifts. The Gospel does not say how many Magi paid 
homage to Jesus. In Matthew’s Gospel, they represent 
the Gentiles’ search for a savior. Because the Magi 
represent the entire world, they also represent our 
search for Jesus. 
 

We have come to consider the gifts the Magi bring as 
a foreshadowing of Jesus’s role in salvation. Gold is 
presented as representative of Jesus’s kingship.  
Frankincense is a symbol of His divinity because 
priests burned the substance in the Temple. Myrrh, 
which was used to prepare the dead for burial, is  
offered in anticipation of Jesus’s death. 
 

The word Epiphany means “manifestation” or 
“showing forth.” Historically several 
moments in Christ’s early life and 
ministry have been celebrated as 
“epiphanies,” including His birth in 
Bethlehem, the visit of the Magi, His 
baptism by John, and His first  
miracle at Cana. 
 

-edited from Loyolapress.com 
 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Jesus the Lamb of  God 

John 1:35–42 
 

Today’s Gospel continues with the celebration of the 
Baptism of the Lord. This Gospel follows John the  
Baptist’s testimony about Jesus and identifying Jesus as 
the Lamb of God. Having been baptized by John, Jesus 
begins to gather followers. The first followers sought 
out Jesus because of the testimony and witness of John 
the Baptist. 
 

We are familiar with the title that John the Baptist uses 
for Jesus: Lamb of God. For those hearing directly from 
John the Baptist however, this title recalled key themes 
from the Old Testament. It alludes to the paschal lamb 
as a sacrifice when God freed the Israelites from slavery 
in Egypt, commemorated by the Jewish Passover  
celebration. The designation also recalls the prophet 
Isaiah’s description of the suffering servant of Israel. In 
using this name for Jesus, John the Baptist predicts  
Jesus’s passion and death and the new interpretation of  
Passover that will begin with Jesus’s Last Supper. 
 

The first two followers of Jesus, Andrew and another 
man, were followers of John the Baptist. From John’s  
testimony, they became followers of Jesus. During their 
time with Jesus they came to believe that Jesus was the 
Messiah. Andrew then brings his brother, Simon, to  
Jesus. Jesus gave Simon a new name, Peter, which means 
“rock” in Greek. The renaming of Simon to Peter is 
reported in all four Gospels. 
 

In the exchange between Andrew, the other disciple, 
and Jesus we hear an example of the usual pattern for 
first-century Jewish rabbinical schools. Jews sought out 
rabbis and established themselves as disciples of a  
particular rabbi. Jesus appears to have been unique in 
that He sought out individuals, inviting them to be His 
followers. In the passage that follows, John’s Gospel 
tells us how Jesus took the initiative in calling Philip 
and Nathanael. 
 

Jesus asks Andrew and the other disciple, “What are 
you looking for?” This is a telling question, and one 
that we might often ask of ourselves. John the Baptist 
testified to Jesus’s identity, the Lamb of God, using the 
framework of the Old Testament. Andrew, Simon, and 
the other first disciples were looking for the Messiah, 
whom they also came to know as the Son of God. 
What do you look for and what do you find in Jesus? 
 

-edited from Loyolapress.com 
 



Parish Happenings: the Week Ahead 
 

K of C Breakfast: sponsored by our Knights after the 
Masses on Sunday, January 14, church hall 
 

Life Matters: Sunday, Jan. 14 at 9:30am, church hall 
 

Office Closed: Monday, January 15 MLK Day 
 

Prayer Group with Guided Adoration: Monday,  
January 15 from 4:00 to 5:30pm, church 
 

Grades 1-5 Faith Formation: Parent/Child session 
Wednesday, January 17 at 4:30 OR 5:45pm, church 
 

Wednesday People: Wednesday, January 17 at 
6:30pm, downstairs in the parish office building 
 

Foot Clinic: Thursday, January 18 from 9:00am-noon, 
church hall; call 603-689-2899 for an appointment 
 

Knitting Ministry: Thursday, January 18 from noon to 
2:00pm, parish office 
 

Italian Night: Saturday, January 20 at 6:00pm spon-
sored by our Knights, church hall 
 

Coffee & Donuts: sponsored by our Knights after the 
Masses on Sunday, January 21, church hall 
 

Baptism Class: Sunday, January 21 at 11:30am, church 
 

RCIA: Sunday, January 21 at 11:30am, parish office 
building 
 

Youth Ministry: Sunday, Jan. 21 at 6:15pm, church hall 

Parish Stewardship 
 

 December online: $18,986 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Parishioner Record Updates 
 

We are updating our records and contact information 
for ALL parishioners. Forms and drop-off bins are 
available at all church entrances. We ask everyone to 
complete a form. If you prefer, you may make  
updates in person after the Masses later in January. 
Stay tuned for dates. Thank you! 

Wednesday People: Please Join Us! 
 

On Wednesday, January 17 you are invited to explore 
scripture. Each Wednesday from 6:30 to 8:00pm we 
will break open the readings for the following  
Sunday. We will put Scripture alongside life today. 
Join us this week - there is no commitment to come 
every week. Come when you are able. We will meet at 
the Religious Education Center (downstairs in the 
parish office building). This invitation comes with a 
guarantee of spiritual growth. 

The Media Ministry: Can you Help? 
 

The Media Ministry is looking for people to join the 
team that run the streaming for Mass. No experience 
or special training is necessary! You only need to click 
on preset buttons. Please put to prayer if you are  
being called to help in this way. Contact the office for 
more info or to sign up. 

27th Annual Day of  Adoration,  
Fasting, Benediction for the Culture of  Life 

 

St. Mark’s in Londonderry 
sponsored by the Knights of Columbus: 
 

Adoration begins on Monday, January 22 at 7:00pm 
and continues for 24 hours (sign up for a time slot with 
John Matuszewski at 603-434-4098 or email at 
matu19@comcast.net). The 24-hour day closes with a 
Benediction on Tuesday, January 23 at 7:00pm. 
 

Annual NH Right To Life March for Life 

Empowering Pregnant Women  
to Keep Their Babies 

 

Concord, NH on Saturday, January 27: 
 

•10:00 Mass at Christ the King on South Main Street in 
Concord, NH 
•11:30 Rally at Eagle Square (across street from the 
state house) 
•12:00 March down Main Street back to Christ the King 
•1:00 Light lunch and speakers at church hall 
For more information contact Norm Thibault at  
603-289-0574 or norm8thibault@yahoo.com.. 
 

Staff  Maintenance Tech Position 
 

OLM seeks to hire a maintenance technician for day 
to day outdoor maintenance of church grounds, work 
with outside contractors for license renewals, regular 
maintenance of equipment, and general maintenance 
tasks. Please contact the office for more details. 
 

Finance Council Members 
 

The Finance Council helps our pastor make decisions 
regarding the financial aspects of the parish. Prior 
financial experience is a plus but not required. All 
Finance Council members are asked to be good  
stewards of the parish’s resources including capital 
assets, donations received, and expenditures 
made. Please contact the office if you can help. 

mailto:matu19@comcast.net
mailto:norm8thibault@yahoo.com


Financial Report for the Parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy Parish  
Fiscal Year 2022 - 2023 

 
Dear fellow parishioner: 
 
It is the responsibility of the Parish Finance Council to assist the pastor in the preparation of the budget 
and to implement and monitor internal control practices for the safe handling of the monies that flow in 
and out of Our Lady of Mercy. We strive to be good stewards of the financial contributions you make to 
the parish. As chair, it is my privilege to provide you an annual update on the financial state of the parish. 
 
Included in this submission is the summary financial statement for the fiscal year July 1, 2022 through 
June 30, 2023. This past year was very challenging again for our parish but we managed to close out the 
fiscal year with a bottom line that was in the black. We broke down revenue and expenditures into  
operating and non-operating categories to compare “apples to apples.” Operating expenditures include 
things like payroll, utilities, and insurances that can be budgeted with some certainty. Non-operating ex-
penditures are in the form of emergencies that pop up and repairs and maintenance expenses that are  
difficult to forecast. 
 
This year non-operating expenditures included a burst pipe causing water damage in the rectory, solving a 
drainage problem in back of the rectory plaguing us for some years, and replacing the windows of the 
Faith Formation Hall. It isn’t unreasonable to expect that things like this will continue to pop up as our 
facilities age. While we try to anticipate the funds required for the repair and improvement projects our 
Building Committee recommends, it always seems an emergency comes along draining funds earmarked 
for other things. It’s important to note that many of the projects we suggest tackling each year to improve 
the campus, we do so anticipating a return on our investment in the form of heating and cooling savings 
and increased security of our campus buildings, adding value to the property. 
 
Many of the good things that happen at Our Lady of Mercy come from the efforts of our volunteers and 
donors. Our Building Committee members donate an incredible amount of time and expertise doing things 
that would otherwise cost us a lot of money. One parishioner donated time to help with the conversion to a 
robust parish software program, saving our staff hours of work and making tasks much easier. Our 
livestream program is the result of people giving their time and/or their treasure in support of that effort. 
We want to thank all those who help behind the scenes to make this parish the wonderful place that it is! 
 
This past fiscal year we experienced all of the same increased costs that you experience in your own 
homes. Utilities are up as are the costs of supplies and services. We as a Council did a good job of  
forecasting our operating expenditures and the increase in the costs due to inflationary pressures. We were 
not, however, as good at forecasting revenues. We did a good job with our fundraising efforts but our  
offertory was substantially less than it needed to be. As a result, we had to dip into savings to avoid a 
budget shortfall.  
 
Savings are there for emergencies and backup for difficult times. Reaching into savings is not a long-term 
answer to meeting our budgetary needs. That requires the predictable flow of revenues that come through 
your generous and thoughtful offertory commitments. The parish needs your financial support now more 
than ever. This year, we are asking that you carefully and prayerfully consider increasing your financial 
support of Our Lady of Mercy Parish. You have our assurance that we will continue to be good stewards 
of every dollar. We will continue to look for ways to do things more efficiently and wherever possible, 
less costly.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paul Hebert,  
Our Lady of Mercy Finance Council Chair 
Members: Al Banning, David Orleans, Deacon John Castelot 




