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A Note of Thanks 

We would like to thank you for your generosity to the 2021 Diocesan 
Ministries Appeal! The Appeal’s success gives us much to celebrate, and 
that is because you have let your light shine so brightly. We are grateful 
for your support. In giving to the Diocesan Ministries Appeal, your gift 
impacts people throughout Morris, Passaic, and Sussex counties. 

The 2021 Diocesan Ministries Appeal funded  
these important ministries and programs:

Catholic Charities: $1,030,000

Seminarian Education: $1,019,301

Nazareth Village/Priest Healthcare: $   970,000

Inner-City Area Catholic Education:  $   422,000

Parish Rebates: $1,052,385



Corpus Christi Food Drive & Diocesan Food Pantries 
The annual Corpus Christi Food Drive was held in 
June in churches throughout the Diocese to mark the 
Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ. This food 
drive is immense and occurred at a critical time, with 
Catholic Charities giving out more food than any time 
in their history.  Pre-COVID, the food pantries gave out 
food to 5,000–7,000 people. That number has since 
quadrupled, with Catholic Charities giving out food to 
more than 20,000 children, women and men monthly.

Nine years ago, the Corpus Christi Food Drive was 
created. The Corpus Christi Food Drive is unique in 
that parishioners across the Diocese are asked to 
purchase specific food items designated by their 

individual parish and return those items to church. 
From there, the Diocese has a collection site in each 
county — Passaic, Morris and Sussex — where the 
food is sorted.

Bishop Sweeney said, “It is really beautiful that, as a 
Diocese, we do a food drive on the Feast of Corpus 
Christi. This year, we read from Luke’s Gospel at Mass 
and heard Jesus tell his disciples, ‘Give them some food 
yourselves’ and 2,000 years later, we were continuing  
to do what Jesus asked us to do. We are grateful to each 
person who contributed, to our pastors and parish 
teams who cooperated with Catholic Charities, and to 
all at Catholic Charities for their dedication to helping  
us provide food to our brothers and sisters in need.’ ”

Making a Difference

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life;  
whoever comes to me will never hunger, and whoever  

believes in me will never thirst.  
– John 6:35



DPD Remembers Robert Walker
Each day, the Diocesan Department for Persons 
with Disabilities (DPD) provides direct assistance to 
over 300 adults with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities. Their 10 group homes and two supervised 
apartments span across Morris, Passaic and Sussex 
counties. 

For nearly 60 years, DPD has been at the forefront 
of providing support for those with special needs. 
On June 21st, longtime resident and friend to the 
Diocese, Robert Walker, passed away. For over 30 
years, Robert lived, loved, and thrived at DPD. 

Robert Walker grew up at his home in Paterson with 
his mother and stepfather. After his parents passed 
away in April of 1989, he moved to Basile Apartments, 
DPD’s supervised apartment program in Wayne. In 
1992, he moved to Alexander House in Oak Ridge. 
Alexander House later became Walsh House and 
moved to Succasunna. Robert approached the new 
neighborhood with excitement and a continued 
enthusiasm for life.

Robert volunteered at the Dover Christian Nursing 
Home, where he played the piano and hosted  
sing-alongs for the residents. He was welcomed by 
everyone there and he developed friendships with the 
staff and residents alike. Robert also worked on the 
cleaning crew at DPD’s Gruenert Center and enjoyed 
it very much. Gruenert Center staff and clients were 
always more like family than co-workers to Robert. 

Robert was a very spiritual person. When asked if he 
ever got lonely, he would say, “No, I’m never lonely 
because Jesus is always by my side.” 

Robert was given the opportunity to thrive at Catholic 
Charities, and leaves behind a remarkable legacy. He 
was truly a blessing to those who were lucky enough 
to know and love him. May he rest in eternal peace.

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor present things, nor future things, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature will be able to separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
– Romans 8:38-39



We each have a responsibility to care for one another: among our neighbors, within the diocese, and 
throughout the world. Our 2022 Diocesan Ministries Appeal (DMA), with the theme “One Body in Christ,” 
launches on the weekend of September 24-25. It is an opportunity to support seminarian formation, our 
retired priests, Catholic education, and Catholic Charities. With the DMA being announced at parishes 
throughout our Diocese soon, we ask you to please remember all whose lives are helped by this and to 
please support the Diocesan Ministries Appeal this year. 

The 2022 DMA Video will be shown in parishes throughout the Diocese of Paterson at the end of October.  
Here is a sneak peek for you from the video shoot this past May.

Behind the Scenes: The Making of the 2022 DMA Video 

Participants: Bishop Kevin Sweeney; Deacon Starli Castaños, Seminarians; Father Lance Reis & Father Nick Bozza, Retired 
Priests; A.J. Luna, Catholic Charities Veteran Services; Delia Rosario, Catholic Charities Youth At-Risk Reduction Program; 
Franchesca Salmiento & Anny Tavarez, St. Gerard Majella School

Here are some “behind the scenes” photos!



We are excited to welcome our new Development 
Specialist, Alexandra (Altonjy) Carroll, who joined 

the Development Office in 
June. Alexandra has lived 
in the Diocese of Paterson 
her entire life, and grew up 
attending Good Shepherd 
Church in Andover with 
her family. Her parents’ 
families are both originally 
from Paterson. Alexandra 
graduated from the College 

of St. Elizabeth (now St. Elizabeth University) in 
Convent Station with a double major in Music and 
English. She is an advocate for Catholic education, 

having taught music PK-8, and continues to cantor 
and play piano at churches throughout the Diocese. 
Her husband, Paul, is the Director of Music at St. Pius 
X Church in Montville. Alexandra first met Paul in 
Assisi, Italy, and this remains her favorite place and 
second home, the birthplace of St. Francis. They both 
enjoy their work in the Diocese of Paterson, as well 
as leading travel tours and performances around 
the world. Alexandra is currently pursuing a Master 
of Science in Church Management at Villanova 
University through a partnership with the Diocese 
of Paterson. Her anticipated graduation date is May 
2023. She is happy to be part of the Development 
team and to serve the Diocese of Paterson!

Meet Alexandra Carroll

Synod 2021-2023: For a synodal Church: communion, participation and mission
As the Synod continues worldwide, we invite you to please pray  

for the Synod and the global community. 

PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD
We stand before You, Holy Spirit,

as we gather together in Your name.
With You alone to guide us,

make Yourself at home in our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go
and how we are to pursue it.

We are weak and sinful;
do not let us promote disorder.

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path
nor partiality influence our actions.

Let us find in You our unity
so that we may journey together to eternal life

and not stray from the way of truth
and what is right.

All this we ask of You,
who are at work in every place and time,

in the communion of the Father and the Son,
forever and ever.

Amen.



Diocese of Paterson Development Office  
Monday – Friday from 9:00 am to 4:30 p.m.  |  973-777-8818, ext. 215 

The Beacon is the Diocese of Paterson newspaper, and is 
published weekly on Thursdays. To read more about our 
parishes and events throughout the Diocese, read the weekly 
E-dition of the Beacon at www.rcdop.org/the-beacon. 

Be in the Know

For the most up to date information about our Diocese, be sure to check out our social media!

Follow the Diocese of Paterson on Facebook: 
 www.facebook.com/patersondiocese 

Follow Bishop Kevin Sweeney on Instagram:  
https://www.instagram.com/bishopkevinsweeney/

Join Us This Fall
We invite you to please join us at any of these Diocesan events. We hope to see you soon!

•    Friday,  September 23rd – Sunday, September 25th 
    Eucharistic Congress at the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist in Paterson.  

 Visit www.rcdop.org/year-of-the-eucharist for more information and to register. 

•  Sunday,  October 2nd – 11:00 AM 
   Red Mass at St. Paul Inside the Walls in Madison

•  Sunday,  October 9th – 3:00 PM 
     Rosary Walk/Rally with the Order of Malta begins at St. Paul Inside the Walls in Madison and  

ends at St. Thomas More Church in Convent Station 

•   Sunday,  October 16th – 3:00 PM 
    Vivere Christus Mass and Award Celebration at the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist in Paterson

•  Tuesday,  October 18th – 7:00 PM 
   Red Mass at the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist in Paterson

•  Thursday,  October 20th – 9:30 AM 
   Pro Life Rally at Morris Catholic High School in Denville 

•  Sunday,  November 6th – 3:00 PM 
   Silver and Gold Mass at the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist in Paterson

•   Thursday,  November 10th – 6:00 PM 
     Catholic Charities Caritas Gala at The Meadow Wood in Randolph. For more information or  

to support  this event, please visit www.ccpaterson.org/caritas. 

•  Saturday,  November 19th – 10:00 AM 
    Respect Life Mass at the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist in Paterson

•  Friday,  December 9th – 7:30 PM 
   Diocesan Christmas Concert the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist in Paterson

Your support is a great blessing to those we serve. Our Development Office is here to help you meet your philanthropic 
goals, whether it is making a gift to our Diocesan Ministries Appeal, remembering the Church in your will and estate plans, 
establishing an endowment in memory of a loved one or supporting any other cause that is important to you.  

Contact Us


