Christian Living and Prayer Report

Over the next few months think of ways you can share your talents with others. You will then share with me the different ways you have served - neighbors, family, friends, Church and community. I am also fine if you use some from school (30%) just not all services. This is not a brag session - only I will see the papers. This is a way for you to see your growth over the past year and reflect on that growth so you can see how the Holy Spirit is working through you already! This is for you to see your personal growth in giving to others and sharing the gifts God has given you.

First, Christian Living: I love the fact that you are and will continue to share your many gifts with others. Making sacrifices along the way, because it’s not always going to be something you feel like doing at the time and this can be difficult. Know that the small moments you have with those around you can have the most impact. “When you throw a pebble in the water, the ripples are small at first. But those small ripples become bigger as they move away from the spot the pebble was thrown.” Your prayers, actions and gifts are making those ripples! By choosing to love those around you and asking yourself "How can I be more like Jesus?" I want you to see how you are impacting others, because You Are Making a Difference!

Secondly, how is your prayer life going? Are you challenging yourself to pray more often? Setting goals for yourself? Setting a special designated time to pray every day? Or are you having a difficult time? That’s okay, we are not perfect, start over and try again.

Your relationship with God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit is key to helping you grow and build your faith. As well as community with others, because we need each other to keep our faith alive. The gifts God has graced you with are meant to be shared and combined with our church and community. Working and praying together will bring amazing blessings and grace to each of us. 

“If you have a bonfire and take out a small piece of wood and set it aside, the flame is going to go out quickly. But if you place it back in the fire it will reignite. We serve better as a community of followers to Jesus” 
The same goes for faith, if we walk away the light goes out, but we are always welcomed back to the light of faith. Attending Mass every week helps keep your foot in the door when you’re struggling. The light will become brighter once again - Through You. Pushing ourselves out of our comfort zone is extremely important, but very hard to do, as you continue to build your relationship with Jesus. 

If we choose not to listen and close our hearts off to the gifts God has given us, we lose. You are spreading God’s love to so many by keeping your heart open and sharing your gifts with others. This is not graduation from the Church! Never stop learning about the Church Jesus came to teach us all about! The greatest love story ever told is still being written and your part of that story, Salvation History. Do your best to continue praying and learning to understand the Gospel. This is YOUR BEGINNING! God will never leave you; He has your back!

Thank you for sharing your experiences with me. I look forward to seeing you grow as you continue on your faith journey over the next year and the years to come! If you want to talk, give me a call at 563-608-3896 or send me an email dbqrt3s2@dbqarch.org!

God will provide the answers in His time. Try not to rush it or be scared to follow where God is leading you! 
Blessings of Peace! ~ Marcia
Volunteer Opportunities for Confirmation

· Helping Services for Youth and Families 
· Become a Mentor
· Visit a neighbor or family member  
· Pray the rosary with them or share baked goods, time spent with them is worth a lot!
· Second Helpings 
· Mondays 
· Babysit 
· No payment
· Teachers 
· I know WD & St. Mary’s teachers could always use extra help and would love to see you. 
· Gala’s - St. Mary’s and St. Patrick’s
· Putting crafts together (Ryan) - interested let me know
· Set-up & Clean-up 
· Help with Ignite Youth Group Activities
· Bonfire Evening
· Movie Night
· Game Night
· Christian Concert at the Fair
· Fields of Faith - invite friends
· Fundraising for NCYC 2023
· What ideas do you have for an Ignite event?
· Meadows & Good Neighbor Society
· Do or make something special for the residents. 
· Stop in and visit, they love company! 
· Pray the rosary
· Social Justice Committee 
· Tie Blankets for the Children’s Hospital in Iowa City.
· Castle Theater 
· concession stand  
· Food Bank
· Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
· Building beds for kids in Delaware County
· Hilltop Gift Shop - RMC
· Write Encouraging Notes  
· Send well wishes to the BTC homebound, community member, our priests or those in the Military.
·  Knights of Columbus  
· Breakfasts
· Catholic Daughters of America  
· Social Events

And so much More - Just thing Outside of the Box  
What have you always Dreamed of Doing? What are you passionate about?

