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Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
MOTTO – UNITY AND CHARITY 

    

                                                Court Mary of the Assumption #1976 

                                                 Manchester, Iowa                                          
                                                    January 2023     

  

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas strives to embrace the principles of faith working through love in 

the promotion of justice, equality and advancement of human rights and human dignity for all mankind. 
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 Dear Catholic Daughters, 
 
I hope everyone has enjoyed a very happy and most Blessed Christmas Season; being 

able to celebrate the birth of Jesus with loved ones; family and friends. 

It seems that with the Holidays being on Sunday and some of the changes in the 

Liturgical calendar the feast of the Holy Family was celebrated on the Monday after New 

Year’s I think it is a very important feast and one that is very much needed in our world 

today and it is unfortunate that it seems to have been pushed aside and was celebrated as an ordinary 

weekday feast. 

 

In our world today the family is being met with greater challenges than at any time in history. There are so 

many elements in our current culture that are tearing at the very fabric of the basic family unit. There are very 

powerful groups and individuals; who have great amounts of resources; who truly are determined to 

undermine family values. 

 

Certainly, there can be no better example of what a Christian family should emulate than the Holy Family; the 

image of Mary as the Mother of God, and yet obedient to the will of God; the image of Saint Joseph, faithful 

husband of Mary, courageous protector of the child Jesus and always Servant of the Most High. Jesus himself 

being obedient to his parents and respecting their wishes and instruction for nearly his entire life, as he 

prepared for his public life. 

 

The concept of the basic family unit as the very foundation of society has been an accepted teaching for 

literally thousands of years, and we are met with a challenge of protecting that most fundamental teaching. 

 

We know from the gospels that Jesus truly had the power to overcome evil in his life as we often hear of Jesus 

driving out many demons and curing the sick. 

 

Without a doubt, prayer is our most powerful weapon in this battle; we need to pray to Jesus himself and 

especially to his mother Mary, and most holy Saint Joseph to protect our own families and for the sanctity of 

the family as the core element of our society. We need also to work at educating as much as possible those 

around us, especially our own families in a positive manner. 

 

Wishing all of you a most happy and blessed New Year. 

  

 Deacon Dave 

  
 

 

**Newsletter online https://www.blessedtrinitycluster.com/catholic-daughters: Hopefully in the future this 
will be a tool to save paper and postage. Please check it out if you have internet access.______ 
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Dues— Thank you for 2022! 
 

100% of our 2022 dues are in the books.  We are 

now collecting dues for 2023 which are due in 

January. Thank you so much to those members 

who have already paid they 2023 dues. Again this 

year the dues are $25.00. For your convenience 

we are including an envelope addressed to our 

Financial Secretary, Julene Smith, 501 E Fayette 

St., Manchester, 52057-1712. You can send it or 

drop it or another envelope marked CDA dues in 

any of the cluster weekend collections. Julene 

also provided a list of members who have already 

paid their 2023 dues and those members will find 

a note on their envelope indicating they have 

already paid. 

 

All Fall Events Held! 
 

We had a nice turnout for our September dessert 

meeting with a Speaker from Waypoint where we 

send our Life Saver Campaign funds. Thank you 

to chair ladies Elizabeth Callan  and Jean Anne 

Griswold and their committee for hosting the 

event. Then in October we were again able to 

enjoy fellowship and great food at our guest night 

potluck with a very interesting presentation by 

The Quilt Shop. Thank you Rosemary Drees and 

Joan Wessels and committee for hosting.  Finally 

in November we held a prayer vigil at St. Mary’s 

followed by our meeting at Olive That Deli.  

Thank you to all who attended our fall events 

and for your input at our meetings.   

 

December and January 

events held! 

We were finally able to have our noon 

Christmas potluck.  It was very well attended, 

with even some spouses enjoying the great 

food and fellowship.  Our speakers, were Tom 

and Ann Hansen who spoke about the Sister 

Water Project in which they have been 

involved.  It was a very interesting and 

informative presentation and so grateful we 

were finally able to hear it. We thank them as 

well as our Chairs, Lila Geers and Marsha 

Burkle and their committee for hosting the 

event.   

Our January meeting was held but not co-

ordinated very well with the GNH Bingo 

party.  Their Bingo was held on Jan 3rd and a 

few of our Catholic Daughters did still help with 

it. Then our meeting was held on Jan 9th at 

the Bowling Alley.  We will look at getting this 

meeting and event better coordinated next 

year so we may have to change the date of 

our meeting. Thank you to all who attended 

the meeting and those who helped with the 

bingo as well.  

 

February Meeting 

And Hopefully 

Adoration 
We are hoping to prepare 

for the Lenten season with Adoration and 

Benediction at St Mary Church at 10:30 on 

Feb. 6th depending on availability of our 

Chaplain, Deacon Dave.  Following the 

Adoration we will have our noon February 

meeting at Pizza Ranch. After lunch we will 

sign Valentines to be distributed to the 

residents of the Good Neighbor Home. Please 

join us for some fellowship, food and fun.   
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Our Court Swings into 

Spring 

March 
 

Our Court is so pleased to have several new 

member joining our organization.  On March 7th, 

2023  at 7:00 we are planning to have an official 

ceremony  to welcome our new members.  They 

are:  Kathy Boeding, Erinne Fessler, Donna 

Weaver, and Cheryl Holtz and maybe some of our 

recent members who were not able to join us for 

the ceremony last year. Please continue to invite 

your friends to join. We need new members to 

keep our court vibrant and alive.  The evening will 

begin with a Prayer Service in St. Mary Church 

followed by a reception  and business meeting in 

the Parish Center.   

This is also the  time to bring items for the Baby 

Shower for the Missions. We are most grateful to 

Elizabeth Callan for taking over Carolyn 

Nachtman’s position as Chair of FAMILY and 

Worldwide Issues which includes the Mission 

Quilts, Baby Shower, Layette items and 

Stamps.  Come and welcome our new members, 

bring items for the baby shower,  and enjoy 

fellowship and dessert. The Chair ladies for the 

event are Linda Harris and a substitute for Arlys 

Hansen who will be unavailable.  

 

Dad’s Belgian Waffle 

Fundraiser 
 

Our Court  will host the annual Dad’s Belgian 

Waffle Breakfast on Sunday March 26th from 

8:15 till 12:00.  It will be a free will donation. 

Children 5 and under eat free.  This is a major 

fundraiser for our court allowing us to donate 

to charities and keep our dues at a reasonable 

rate.  Mary Kay Tucker and Carol Meisgeier are 

chairs for the event but much help is needed to 

have a successful event. The officers will also 

be helping and there is a committee assigned 

to work, however, additional help is always 

needed and welcome. Thank you in advance 

for helping if you are called.  

 

APRIL   
 

Education Contest Winners 
 

 Our Education Contest winners will  present their 

winning entries at the April meeting on Tuesday, 

April 4, 2023.  The event and meeting takes place 

at St. Mary Parish Center. This is always a 

heartwarming program.  A big thank you to Shirley 

Klaus and Shirley Wickman who took over for  

Wilma Billhorn as our Education contest 

Chairwomen. We so appreciate their work in 

organizing and conducting  the contest.   All in 

attendance are invited to enjoy refreshments after 

the presentation. Cheryl Taylor and Jean Palmer 

are chair ladies for the reception.   

 

Lifesaver Campaign  

 
The Lifesaver Campaign is an Iowa CDA State 

Project held each April.  The purpose is to raise 

funds to help adults and children in abusive 

environments.  Sixty percent of the funds collected 

stay in the community to be used to aid the 

abused.  The other forty percent is distributed 

among the four diocese of Iowa.  Members of 

Court 1976 usually collect donations at each of the 

weekend masses in our cluster and at the 

Manchester Fareway Store.  We are so grateful to 
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Kathy Hauschild and Jenni Vaske for taking over 

as chair ladies for Shirley Schlichte and Janice 

Loecke who have been chairs for many 

year.  Please consider giving some of your time if 

contacted to help.  

 

MAY 

Mother/Daughter/Granddaughter 

Date Night 
 

This year our Mother Daughter Date Night will be 

held at St. Mary parish center at 7:00.    Chair 

ladies will be Kathy Oberreuter and Karen 

Ries.  This will be a dessert meeting and we are 

hoping to have a presentation and possibly style 

show by Real Deals.  The committee will be 

providing desserts.  There will be a $5.00 charge 

to cover expenses.  All Catholic Daughters, their 

families and friends are invited to enjoy the 

evening.   Our business meeting will follow the 

program.  

 

May Crowning 
 

Our annual May Crowning, will take place on 

Saturday, May 6th at 4:00 Mass at St. Mary parish 

church.   The First Communion Class will be 

invited to participate.  All Catholic Daughters are 

encouraged to gather in the Memorial Room 

before Mass and process in with the First 

Communicants.  Thank you for helping make this 

a beautiful occasion to honor our Blessed Mother. 

 

JUNE 
 

Our Court’s June meeting is scheduled to take 

place at 7:00 in the Parish Center  on June 6, 

2023. We are hoping to have a presentation by a 

representative from Maria House after which we 

will have our business meeting and refreshments.  

Kathy Callan and Maureen Hoffman will be chairs 

for the evening.  

 Local News 

 A check for the 
 proceeds from 

 the Clarity 

 Clinic Steak Fry 

 held in Septem- 
 ber was 

present- 

 ed to Dennis 

 Rima at the 

 annual banquet, 

 Oct. 6, by Ray 
 Kamin and Ken 
 Wilgenbusch, 

  representing the 

Knights of Columbus and Betty Werner, 
Caroline Nachtman and Kathy Wilgenbusch, 
representing the Catholic Daughters.  

 

PLEASE HELP! 

 

The Catholic Daughters have in the past 

provided covers for our Breaking Bread 

books in order to keep them presentable 

and in good shape throughout the church 

year.  Replacing the old, worn out covers 

has be-come quite expensive.  So far we 

have only 100 new covers and need at 

least 300 more to cover all our books. The 

Catholic Daughters, KCs and Parish 

providers will all help purchase more 

covers and we have had one individual 

offer to donate to the cause thereby 

keeping the expense down for our 

organizations. We are also asking 

members of St Mary congregation to help 

us in this effort.  If you are willing to help 
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us out please contact, Eunice Sill at 563-

920-2206 or Jacque Lahr at 563-608-3720. 

Or you could put an envelope marked 

Breaking Bread Covers  with your 

donation in the collection box at church 

or drop off or send to Parish Office. Thank 

you for taking pride in the appearance of 

our church. 

 

Members Celebrate Special 

Occasions 
 

 

Emogene and Dorance McDonald 

Anniversary—65 years 

Dr. Mary Lorenz —Happy Birthday—96 

 

With Deepest Sympathy 
 

Court Mary of the Assumption mourns the 
loss of three members since last fall.  Our 
prayers and deepest sympathy go to the 
families of: 
 Wilma Billhorn, sister of LuAnn McQuillan 
                        and aunt of Sarah Billhorn.  
Mary Ann Fangman and Betty Schaul. 
 

We also extend our sympathy to our 
members and their families who have lost 
their loved ones: 
- Lorraine Gaffney for the loss of her 
    husband,Rick 
- Betty Recker for the loss of her sister-in- 
     law, Doris Bildstein 
- Carol Moroney for loss of her husband, 

    Bob.  
We keep these loved ones and their 
families in our prayers.  

 

Right to Life News 
Several of our members took part in the 
Forty Days for Life Vigil which was held in 
Manchester on East Main St. from late 
September through the end of October. St. 
Mary parish was assigned to the 
Wednesday prayer vigils. We thank Julene 
Smith and Marcia Burkle for organizing 
our efforts.  
  

In other news, The fiftieth anniversary of 
the March for Life, an annual pro-life rally 
protesting abortion, will be held in 
Washington D.C. on Jan. 18-20.  For further 
information about how you can support 
life, go to iowansforlife.org.  
 

State News 

Our state organization is gearing up for this 

year’s State CDA convention in Ames on 

April 28-30.  They will need volunteers to 

man registration and various booths.  Since 

the Courts in the Archdiocese of Dubuque 

is hosting this year, our court has been 

asked to provide some registration goodies 

for the registration bags as well as two 

door prizes valued at $5:00 each.  We will 

also provide our beautiful quilt for the silent 

auction. Anyone interested in attending this 

event in Ames please contact Eunice Sill 

as soon as possible.   
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National News 
Please refer to your SHARE magazine or go to 

https;//www.catholicdaughters.org for more 

National CDA news.  

Dates to Remember 

February 
February 6—February meeting at Pizza Ranch 

February 14—Happy Valentines Day 

February 22—Ash Wednesday 

 

March 
March 7—CDA meeting, Installation of new  

members 7:00 at St. Mary Church  

March17—Happy St. Patricks Day 

March19—St. Joseph Day 

March 26—Dad’s Belgian Waffle breakfast 

 

April 
April 4—Education contest winners and meeting 

April 6—Holy Thursday 

April 7—Good Friday 

April 8—Holy Saturday 

April 8—Happy Birthday, Deacon Dave 

April 9—Happy Easter 

April 16-Divine Mercy Sunday 

April 20—Happy Birthday, Father Gabriel 

April??—Life Saver campaign 

 

May 
May 2—Mother/Daughter/Granddaughter 

       Date night—6:30 St. Mary Parish  Hall 

May 5—National Day of Prayer 

May 6 - May Crowning—4:00 mass, 

                                      St. Mary Church 

May 14—Mothers Day 

May 18 or 21—Feast of Ascension 

May 28—Pentecost  

May 29—Memorial Day 

 

June 
June  6—CDA meeting 7:00 pm 

June 18—Fathers Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


