
Second Sunday Of Advent 
The Time Is Right 

GOOD NEWS! 
 

 Saint Luke loves to be precise in his Gospel, so he 
documents the exact time and place of the appearance of 
John the Baptist, the precursor to Jesus. Tiberius was the 
second emperor of Rome, and the fifteenth year of his reign 
corresponds to ad 27. Pontius Pilate was prefect from the 
years 26 to 36. Herod Antipas, son of Herod the Great, ruled in 
Galilee until his death in the year 39 and is the Herod who had 
John the Baptist beheaded. On the Jewish side, Caiaphas was 
high priest, and his influential father–in–law Annas was 
considered a leader of Jewish religious life.  
 These historical dates align with Luke’s explanation, as 
well as other events described in his Gospel. Ours is a faith 
based on real people and events. No doubt there is a great 
appreciation for the supernatural in our faith, but it is never 
against nature, just beyond it.  
 Jesus praised John the Baptist (see Matthew 11:2– 9) 
for his strong will and dedication. Humility, austerity, courage, 
and a spirit of prayer are also a large part of the testimony 
John left us. So dedicated and heroic was he in his fulfillment 
of the mission entrusted to him, Jesus acclaimed “among 
those born of women there has been none greater” (Matthew 
11:11). “He was a burning and shining lamp” (John 5:35) to 
illuminate the path toward the true light who was coming into 
the world. Once that divine light arrived, John the Baptist 
receded into the shadows.  
     —Fr. Mark Haydu, LC 
 
 

For Reflection: 
Do I lead people to Jesus through my dedicated testimony? 
Do I speak easily and naturally of Jesus with colleagues, 
family, or friends? 
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Reading I  - Baruch 5: 1-9  
  

Advent is about hope and the mystery of 
spiritual power. Baruch challenged his 
hearers to shift their concerns from the 
present problems to the future that God 
would give them.  

 
Reading II  -  Philippians 1: 4-6, 8-11  

Paul correctly understood that deliverance 
is not the result of human endeavor but the 
work of God. He realized too that it is 
important how we respond to God. Paul 
expresses here his affection for the 
Christians at Philippi, and encourages them 
with the assurance that God will continue 
the work of redemption in them until, “the 
day of Christ.”  

 

Reading III  -  Luke 3:1-6 
 

John the Baptist was the forerunner of 
Jesus. He was to deliver a message of 
repentance. And later, Jesus would also 
bring a message of repentance. While John 
did not fully understand Christ’s mission, 
he was confident that salvation was for all 
people and was a gift from God. 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

1st Reading– Zephaniah 3: 14-18a  
Reading – Philippians 4: 4-7 

Gospel - Luke 3:10-18 
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DECEMBER Prayer Intentions from  
 

Pope Francis 
Evangelization – In the Service of the 
Transmission of Faith 

That people, who are involved in the service and transmission of 
faith, may find, in their dialogue with culture, a language suited 
to the conditions of the present time. 
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Please pray for the repose of the soul of 

Gordon Lau.   

His funeral mass will be held on  

 

December 13th  at 10:00 am (9:45 Eulogy). 

 

Welcome to the Family  

Jenson Cadiz & Taiya Barrett   

 
Please pray for our newly baptized and  

for their families that they grow up  
to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE  

Friday, December 14th at 6:00 pm 

Advent is a time to make ready to receive our Savior:   

in the celebration of his birth, in his coming every 

moment of our lives and in the Second Coming. This 

year our Advent Penance Service will include a 

musical reflection by Steve Agrisano followed by 

individual confessions.  

(There will be at least 5 priests)  

If your schedule will not allow you to be with us you 
may attend one of the Penance Services  

in the East Honolulu Vicariate: 
 

Holy Trinity            Monday Dec 10th  7:00 pm 

St Augustine           Monday Dec 17th  6:00 pm 

Sacred Hearts            Wednesday Dec 19th  6:00 pm  
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Celebrate Christmas with child-like wonder

Why do Catholics 
celebrate Christ’s birth?

Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith. December 2018

    Every Christmas, we celebrate that 
Jesus, the Son of God, became 
man—while retaining his 
divinity—and died for 
our sins and rose again. 
We believe this because 
God, who is Truth, 
revealed it.
   “For to us a child is born, to us 

a son is given; and the 
government will be upon 
his shoulder, and his 
name will be called 
‘Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace’” 
(Isaiah 9:6). God came to 

Earth and lived among us.

   There is no greater miracle than the 
gift of love Christmas represents. We 
didn’t earn it and we can’t deserve it. 
Yet, we get so harried with the 
holiday rush that we miss the wonder 
of it. Ever notice how children 
never do? This year, slow 
down and 
celebrate 
Christmas 
like a child.
   Tie gifts 
with 
heartstrings. 
Instead of 
boosting 
credit card 
balances or draining 
your checking account, keep what you 
give simple, meaningful, and from the 
heart. For example, give a coupon for 
babysitting to friends with children. 
Prepare a meal for someone who needs 
a break from cooking.
   Offer your hearth. The holidays can 
be lonely for people separated from 

their loved ones by distance, death, or 
circumstance. Watch for anyone who 
needs a “home” and invite them to 
yours.
   Choose peace. Instead of enduring the 
Christmas commercials and bad holiday 

specials, record the good 
shows and watch 
while you relax. Or 
rent your favorite 
spiritual movies. 
Better still, turn 
off the television, 
computer, and 
cell phone, and 

enjoy the silence.
 Greet the Babe with  

   joy. Seek reconciliation 
in Confession so you can receive the 
Eucharist at Christmas.
   Sing like an angel. Check your local 
listings for Christmas concerts, Messiah 
sing-a-longs, or other spiritual 
songfests. Host a caroling party in your 
home and sing loud with Christmas 
joy.

St. Dominic of Silos
St. Dominic was a 

Benedictine monk, 
born around 1000  

in Navarre, 
Spain. 
Recognized for 
his leadership abilities, he was 
made abbot, but was exiled for 
refusing to sell monastery lands 
to the local ruler. He was 
welcomed by King Ferdinand I 
of Castile and appointed abbot 
of St. Sebastian’s monastery at 
Silos. Joan of Aza prayed for a 
child and saw a vision of St. 
Dominic. Her son, whom she 
named Dominic, founded the 
Dominican Order.

Anticipate Advent
  A rich Advent makes a joyous 
Christmas. Use the four weeks 
before Christmas to prepare for 
Christ’s coming. Offer extra 
prayers, perform penance, and 
receive the sacrament of 
Reconciliation.

   "Now, Master, you may let your 
servant go in peace, according to 
your word, for my eyes have seen 
your salvation, which you 
prepared in sight of 
all the peoples, a 
light for revelation 
to the Gentiles, and 
glory for your 
people Israel” 

(Luke 2:29-32).

"Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according to your word, for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared in sight of all the peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel” (Luke 2:29-32).
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   “Fear of the Lord” is more about 
awe—recognizing God’s power and 
might – than about fear of the merciful 
creator who loves us most. Fear of the 

Lord is also known as 
“reverence,” and is 
one of the seven gifts 
of the Holy Spirit 
listed in Isaiah: “The 
spirit of the Lord shall 
rest upon him: a spirit 
of wisdom and of 

understanding...counsel and of strength, a 
spirit of knowledge and of fear of the 
Lord” (Isaiah 11:2). These gifts, when 
used, make us open to God’s love.
   Fear of the Lord helps us have a 
healthy respect for God’s majesty. We 
fear offending God for the same 
reason we fear offending someone we 
love. If we really love someone, we 
wouldn’t do anything (on purpose) to 
hurt them or damage the friendship. 
This is what happens when we sin. 
“The [Christian] no longer stands 
before God as a slave, in servile fear, or 
as a mercenary looking for wages, but 
as a son” (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, #1828).

   Dec. 4 – St. John Damascene (749). 
A Doctor of the Church and the last of 
the Greek Fathers, St. John was born in 
Syria when it was under Muslim rule 
and was counselor to the caliph. He is 
known for his writings in favor of the 
use of sacred images for devotion. 
These writings brought him into 
serious conflict with the heretical 
Christian emperor. He later became a 
monk under the direction of St. Sabas.
   Dec. 12 – Our Lady of Guadalupe 
(1531). The Blessed Mother appeared 
as a Native American maiden to St. 

Juan Diego, also Native American. She 
asked that the bishop of Mexico build 
a chapel for her, and had him carry 
roses to the bishop as a sign. When 
the roses were emptied from his tilma 
(cape), it retained the image of the 
Blessed Mother. 
   Dec. 28-The Holy Innocents. On 
this day, we remember the 
infants massacred by 
King Herod’s 
soldiers (Matthew 
2:16-18). 
We also pray 
for 
the safety of 
unborn 
children.

   St. Nicholas is one icon of the holiday season that 
has meaning in both the secular and spiritual 
celebrations of Christmas.
   We know that St. Nicholas was born at the end of 
the third century in Asia Minor. His parents died 
when he was young and left him well off. His uncle, 
the archbishop of Myra (southeast of Turkey), 
ordained him and upon his uncle’s death, 
Nicholas served as bishop until his own death. 
Throughout he suffered imprisonment and 
persecution.

   One legend involving St. Nicholas concerns a 
desperate man on the verge of selling his 
daughters into slavery to pay his debts. Nicholas 
secretly threw a bag of gold into an open 
window (some say down the chimney) in the 

man’s house to stop him.
   Our present-day Santa Claus stems from the 

legends of St. Nicholas, but in the Church he is 
a saint, a confessor of the faith, and a holy 

bishop. We can learn from his generosity to the 
poor, and imitate his acts of kindness to others.

Luke 2:41-52, 
Living in the world

Honor spirit of St. 

What, exactly, 
is meant by 
“fear of the Lord”?

   In this reading, the Holy Family 
went to Jerusalem when Jesus 
was twelve years old. This was 
an important time in Jesus’ 
life. Back then, a Hebrew 
boy became a man 
around that age, and was 
recognized in a ceremony 
called a Bar Mitzvah. On 
this occasion, Jesus decided 
to stay behind, causing anxiety 
to his parents.  
   This was the first time Jesus spoke in 
the Gospels and the first time he 
referred to his identity as God’s Son. He 
spoke of his unique mission of saving 
the world. He knew his duties to his 

heavenly Father but he understood 
the time to fulfill them would come 
later. Meanwhile, he returned 

obediently with his earthly 
parents to Nazareth and 
fulfilled his duties to them.    

Jesus respected his 
family, yet he continued 
to pursue his place in 
God’s plan. The lesson 
is that we can grow in 
holiness in wherever 

God has placed us. Christians can 
be found in neighborhoods, schools, 
and workplaces. In all these places, we 
have to find ways to live a holy life in 
the world.



STEWARDSHIP 
 

TIME – TALENT – TREASURE 

TREASURE 

Mahalo for your generous contributions  
and Faithful Stewardship. 

The Collections for December 1-2 
are as follows:   
$29,169.68 

 

 
Envelopes & Loose Collections                      $8,871.56 
Mass Intentions                                         265.00 
Electric Votive & Candles                                               566.80 

                  Total:   $9,703.36 
ENVELOPES 

 
IDENTIFIABLE     42% 
UNIDENTIFIABLE    58% 
 
Building Fund                                  $3,153.00 
Donation              140.00 
Catholic Care                           29.00 
All Soul’s Day                                        1.00 
Thanksgiving              135.00 
Immaculate Conception              30.00 
Breaking Bread                 5.00 
Christmas                10.00 
                                             Total: $3,503.00 

 
Special Collections: 

 
Retired Religious             $10.00 
Stained Glass                     13,582.00 
Typhoon Yutu victims          2,289.32 
Garage Sale                50.00 
Campaign for Human Development                             20.00 
Catholic Communication                2.00 
Catholic Charities of Hawaii                           8.00 
World Mission                             2.00 
                  Total:  $15,963.32 

This Week’s Events December 9—December 15, 2018 
 

M – Main Church, U–Upstairs Parish Conference Room,  
R – Reception room, B - Blue room, G - Green Room,     
C – Courtyard 
 
Sunday                                                                     December 9 
 Second Sunday of Advent (Feast of St. Juan Diego) 
 

 6:15 am  – Choir Practice (B) 
 6:15 am  – Rosary (M) 
8:15 am  — Youth choir practice (B) 
10:15 am—R.C.I.A.  
 

Monday                                 December 10 
 

6:30 pm – Charismatic Prayer Group (M)  
 

Tuesday                                       December 11 
  St. Damasus I, Pope 
  6:10 am – Rosary (M) 
11:15 am – Rosary (M) 
  7:00 pm – Centering Prayer (M)    
 

Wednesday                                  December 12 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 

   6:10 am – Rosary (M) 
   7:30 am – Novena to our Lady of Perpetual Help (M) 
11:15 am – Rosary (M) 
  1:00 pm – Legion of Mary, Queen of Peace (R) 
  6:00 pm – RCIA (B) 
  6:30 pm – Scripture Study (R) 
 

Thursday                                        December 13 
St. Lucy, Virgin & Martyr 
 

     6:10 am – Rosary (M)  
11:15 am – Rosary (M) 
  5:15 & 6:00 pm – Choir Practice (M)  
 

Friday                                                        December 14 
St. John of the Cross, Priest, Doctor of the Church 
 

  6:10 am – Rosary (M)  
7:40 am - Eucharistic Adoration/Sacred Heart Devotion 
10:00 – 11:30 am Confession and Spiritual Direction 

  10:45 am – Divine Mercy Devotion & Chaplet  
  11:15 am—International Rosary 
  11:45 am—Benediction 
     5:15 pm—Music Workshop 
    6:00 pm –   Advent Penance Service 
 

Saturday                                       December 15  
 

 11:15 am – Rosary 
  3:30 – 4:30 pm – Confessions (M) 
  7:30—Steve Agrisano Concert 
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SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND 
 

This week our collection is for the Retired Religious Fund. 
This annual appeal benefits 31,000 elderly Catholic sisters, 
brothers, and religious order priests—women and men 
who have consecrated their lives to serving God and the 
Church. In thanksgiving for their faithful service, please join 
us in supporting the Retirement Fund for Religious and in 
praying for God’s blessing on our nation’s elderly religious.  

One year boxes of envelopes have arrived for those who 
ordered them. You may pick them up in the reception room. 
Any left after Dec. 17 will be mailed to you. 



AROUND THE PARISH AND THE DIOCESE 
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Now as we are past Hurricane season and you are 
emptying out your store of food, please share 
with others of your surplus (please check the 

expiration dates.)  Mahalo for sharing with our 
brothers and sisters in need. 

Our Catholic Care Brown Bag Collection made 40 
bags from food you donated last month.  

Our next Catholic Care Brown Bag Collection is  

December 15 & 16, 2018. 
Please come and help if you are able. 

 

Sorting and packing - Dec 17 at 9:00 AM.    
Distribution  - December 18 and 19. 

Steve Agrisano Concert 

Join our Advent Mission 
and prepare your hearts  

for the celebration of 
Christmas.  

Dec.15th  7:30 PM   
 

Tickets available after every mass  
in the courtyard.   

The Knights of Columbus  
are selling Christmas Cards  

after the 7, 9 & 11:00 am Masses. 

 

Mahalo to all our parishioners and friends who 
helped support the 50th Anniversary garage sale. 

MISA de GALLO 
Begins December 16th at 7:00 
a.m. and continues through the  
9 days at 5:30 a.m.  
(except Dec 23 at 7:00 am) 
Mahalo to all who volunteered to 

help with our Liturgies and the fellowship. 

DECEMBER 12TH 

CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 

Noon Mass and Fellowship to follow 

Date/time THEME SPONSOR CELEBRANT/
MUSIC 

Dec 16 
7:00 am 

Mary, Model of 
Perseverance 

Charismatic 
Group 

Fr. Sieg/
Charismatic 

Dec 17 
5:30 am 

Mary, Model of 
Motherhood 

Pat & Cora 
DeGuzman 

Fr. Danny/
Charismatic 

Dec 18 
5:30 am 

Mary, Model of 
a Faithful Wife 

Pat & Cora 
DeGuzman 

Fr. Sieg/
Charismatic 

Dec 19 
5:30 am 

Mary, Model of 
Courage 

Choir Fr. Manny/ 
Charismatic 

Dec 20 
5:30 am 

Mary, Model of 
Obedience 

Legion of Mary Fr. Khanh/ 
Charismatic 

Dec 21 
5:30 am 

Mary, Model of 
Beauty 

Bulletin  
volunteers 

Fr. Manny/
Charismatic 

Dec 22 
5:30 am 

Mary, Model of 
Prayer 

Devotional 
Team 

Fr. Sieg/ 
Felix, choir 

Dec 23 
7:00 am 

Mary, Model of 
Joy 

Knights of  
Columbus 

Fr. Manny/
Felix, choir 

Dec 24 
5:30 am 

Mary, Dwelling 
Place of God 

Parish Potluck Fr. Danny/
Rory & Felix 
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