
Third Sunday Of Advent 
Fear & Intimacy 

GOOD NEWS! 
 

 There was anxious anticipation amongst the Jews 
about the coming Messiah. Yet, we have no reason for 
anxiety.  
 Anxiety comes from fear of the unknown. When we’re 
unsure of how things will turn out, we get anxious. When we 
lack control or can’t plan for our security, we get anxious.  
 Fear and anxiety are the enemies of intimacy and love. 
Fear makes us run far enough away so we feel removed from 
danger, safe from the aggressor. Or it drives us to hold 
someone, seeking strength in attachment. But fear doesn’t 
create space for true intimacy. It either creates excessive 
distance or suffocating closeness.  
 John the Baptist didn’t want to create fear or caution 
of God. Rather, he wanted to open hearts to receive God in 
love. Ours is not a God of fear, but of love.  
 In Jesus’ Incarnation, he shows just how much he 
wants to be with us. He comes to make his home among us, 
while waiting for us to accept him and make room for him. He 
doesn’t force, but comes with patience and love.  
 Knowing that he loves and wants the best for us, we 
merely need to make ourselves known to him by revealing our 
deepest needs to him with prayer.  
 John the Baptist came to prepare the path for the 
Messiah, and many responded by asking, “What should we do 
to prepare?” Put aside anxiety and fear, simply prepare a 
home for him, and then let him in.  
     —Fr. Mark Haydu, LC 
For Reflection: 
What causes me fear or anxiety? Can I give my anxiety to Jesus 
and ask him to bring me a greater sense of peace this 
Christmas? 
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Reading I  - Zephaniah 3: 14-18a  
  

The prophet Zephaniah invites the 
people of God to rejoice because 
salvation is at hand. Salvation from 
their enemies and from all evil is 
coming. God rejoices over all those 
who do their duty with gladness.  

 
Reading II  -  Philippians 4:4-7 

 
St. Paul reminds us to go about our 
daily lives and duties with a thankful 
heart. In this way, we can have peace in 
our lives  

 

Reading III  -  Luke 3:10-18 
 

John the Baptist was the forerunner of 
Jesus. He told the people that they must 
repent. They should continue doing 
their work satisfactorily and watch for 
the coming of the Messiah. 
 

 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

First Reading– Micah 5: 1-4a  
Second Reading – Hebrews 10: 5-10  

Gospel - John 1:1-18 

 Sts. Peter and Paul Church                                     December 16, 2018 
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DECEMBER Prayer Intentions from  
 

Pope Francis 
Evangelization – In the Service of the 
Transmission of Faith 

That people, who are involved in the service and transmission of 
faith, may find, in their dialogue with culture, a language suited 
to the conditions of the present time. 
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JANUARY 2019 BIRTHDAY and/or  
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRANTS 

 
Please complete this form with your pertinent 
information so that we may remember you at Mass and 
with prayers and blessings on your special day in 
January.  Fill in this form (please print clearly) and 
place it in the collection basket or return to the office no 
later than December 30, 2018. 
 
NAME:_____________________________________ 
 
PH# _______________________________________ 
 
BIRTHDAY: _____(check) DATE:  ________________                         

 

~ AND/OR  ~ 
 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY: _____(check) 
 
DATE:  __________NO. OF YEARS MARRIED: ______ 

 
Please pray for the repose of the soul of 

+ Michael Korsey 

His funeral mass will be held on  

 

December 20th  at 10:30 am. 

Welcome to the Family  

Jason and Alex Joanes 

Please pray for our newly baptized and  
for their families that they grow up  

                     to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE  

Advent is a time to make ready to receive our Savior:   
in the celebration of his birth, in his coming every 
moment of our lives and in the Second Coming.  

The remaining Penance Services  
in the East Honolulu Vicariate: 

 

St Augustine           Monday Dec 17th  6:00 pm 

Sacred Hearts            Wednesday Dec 19th  6:00 pm  



Find the true meaning of Christmas in L-O-V-E

Helping our children grow in their Catholic faith.                                                                                             December 2018

   The Church calls 
families “the domestic 
church” or “little 
churches” because it is 
the first place where 
young, baptized 
Christians learn about 
Faith.
   We learn how to love God 
and become part of the 

Church through our families. 
Our parents had us baptized 

in the Church, taught us to 
pray, took us to Mass, and 
passed on the Faith 
(Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, #1656). What the 

Church does—helps us 
encounter God and his love—the 

family does on a smaller scale.

   Children of all ages enjoy gifts on 
Christmas morning, but Catholic 
parents know that there is more to 
Christmas than presents. It is a 
celebration of hope 
fulfilled. God 
promised he would 
send us a Savior so we 
could live in Heaven 
with him forever. He 
sent his own Son. 
Help children to 
experience the true 
meaning of 
Christmas by 
celebrating with 
L-O-V-E:
   L – Lower your 
outside activities.  
More than the gifts you give, 
children will cherish the Christmas 
memories you make. Limit the number 
of invitations you accept, and set aside 
the extra time as family time.
   O – Offer anticipation.  Instead of 
focusing on gifts and lists, anticipate 

the Savior’s arrival by marking the 
days on an Advent calendar you make 
together. Light an Advent wreath. 

Decorate your Nativity 
scene gradually.
   V – Visit.  In 
addition to weekend 
Mass, make trips to 
church so children 
can visit Jesus. Take 
Christmas cards 
you have received 
and pray for the 
people who sent 
them.
   E – Extend love.  
An effective way to 
experience love at 
the holidays is to 

give it. Act with love, 
especially when dealing with family. 
Extending patience and kindness 
during the holiday season can be a 
challenge and a true act of love. “For 
God so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son ...” (John 3:16).
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Why do Catholics refer to the 
family the “domestic church”?

St. Dominic of Silos
   St. Dominic was a 
Benedictine monk, 
born around 
1000AD in 
Navarre, Spain. 
He was exiled 
because of a 
conflict with 
the local ruler. 
Recognized 
for his leadership abilities, St. 
Dominic was made abbot of St. 
Sebastian’s monastery at Silos. He’s 
also known for having freed 
hundreds of prisoners from the 
Moors. St. Dominic, the founder of 
the Dominicans, was named after 
him by his mother, Joan of Aza, after 
praying to St. Dominic for a son.

The Wait
   We spend Advent waiting for 
something wonderful to happen. 
While impatient to get to that 
something wonderful, we can 
forget that the wait can be 
wonderful, too. Help children take 
it one week at a time. Wait, hope, 
prepare, and rejoice at the miracle 
of Christ's birth.

A Catholic difference
   Catholics are never 
alone in our efforts. 
We are members of 
the Church, the 
body of Christ, 
and together we 
make a difference.
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Luke 2:41-52, 
Jesus in the world  

  Dec. 2 – First Sunday of Advent. 
Today begins a new liturgical year in 
the Church. During the season of 
Advent, we anticipate Christ’s birth 
and look forward to his coming on the 
last day.
   Dec. 8 – Immaculate Conception of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary (1854). A 
Holy Day of Obligation which 
commemorates that Mary was 
conceived in St. Anne’s womb without 
original sin. Attending Mass together 
is a wonderful way to celebrate.

   Dec. 9 – St. Juan Diego 
(1548). St. Juan Diego was visited 
by the Blessed Mother at Tepeyac 
Hill in Mexico. She asked that a chapel 
be built for her, and sent him with 
roses to the bishop as a sign. When the 
roses were emptied from his cloak 
before the bishop, it retained the 
image of the Blessed Mother.
   Dec. 17 - St. Olympias (408). 
Born to a wealthy family in 
Constantinople, this holy 
widow devoted her large 
fortune to caring for the 
poor and supporting her 
friend, St. John 
Chrysostom, in his work.

   Throughout history, God has given people mysterious 
messages that defy reason but require faith. When 
Gabriel told Mary that she would give birth to 
the Son of God (Luke 1:26-38), she couldn’t 
help but wonder how that could happen. 
The angel’s explanation hardly clarified 
things. Instead of asking more, she simply 
said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. 
Be it done to me according to your word” (Luke 
1:38.
   Children are used to trusting adults and know 

that faith doesn’t require understanding. In the same way, we 
don’t have to understand what God wants from us to know 

that it is for the best. Very little in the angel’s 
message was logical but Mary didn’t pretend to 

get it. She said, “Yes,” because she had complete 
faith in God.
   This month is the perfect time to talk with 
children about Mary’s example of faith. When 
we are worried or uncertain, we can do what 
Mary did because good things always happen 
to people who say, “Yes,” to God.

   Growing up, my Christmases were a 
blur of waiting for the day and being 
let down when it ended. I braced 
myself for my children to experience 

the same when our 
pastor explained that 
the Catholic Church 
celebrates Christmas 
for twelve whole 
days. “Christmas,” he 
explained, “is just 

the beginning.”
   So we lit our Advent wreath and 
decorated slowly. We played Advent 
music – songs that spoke of our hope 
that God would be faithful to his 
promises.
   Christmas Day began with joyful 
carols at Mass and receiving Jesus in 
the Eucharist—the best Gift of all. The 
next twelve days were spent visiting 
family and friends, enjoying our 
favorite Christmas music, watching 
Christmas movies, and eating cookies.
   Someone asked why our daughter 
said, “Merry Christmas” on New Year’s 
Day. I explained that for Catholics, 
Jesus’ birth was such a joyous occasion, 
the Church set aside twelve days to 
celebrate it.

   In this reading, the Holy Family went to 
Jerusalem when Jesus was twelve years 
old. This was an important moment in 
Jesus’ life. In the Jewish 
faith, a boy becomes 
a man around the 
age of twelve and is 
recognized in a 
special ceremony 
called a Bar 
Mitzvah. On this 
occasion, Jesus stayed 
behind to learn from the teachers, 
who were amazed by his questions.
   When his parents discovered him days 
later, they were shocked. How could he 
just wander off without telling them? 
Jesus calmly explained that he was 
“about his Father’s business.”

Faith doesn’t require understanding

   This was the first recorded time 
Jesus referred to his 
identity as God’s Son. Yet 
he knew his duties to his 
heavenly Father would 
be fulfilled in time. 

Meanwhile, he returned 
obediently to Nazareth 

and fulfilled his obligations 
to his earthly parents.
   What can a parent do? 

Christians live in 
neighborhoods, schools, and 

communities. We are subject to 
legitimate earthly authority. We can 
grow in holiness wherever God has 
placed us. Find ways to teach children 
to be holy while still living in the 
world.



STEWARDSHIP 
 

TIME – TALENT – TREASURE 

TREASURE 

Mahalo for your generous contributions  
and Faithful Stewardship. 

The Collections for December 8-9 
are as follows:   
$31,002.16 

 

 
Envelopes & Loose Collections                      $7,272.91 
Mass Intentions                                         160.00 
Baptism                 60.00 
Electric Votive & Candles                                               833.79 

                  Total:   $8,326.70 
ENVELOPES 

 
IDENTIFIABLE     40% 
UNIDENTIFIABLE    60% 
 
Building Fund                                    $267.00 
Outreach           1,000.00 
Donation              260.00 
Catholic Care                      1,220.00 
Immaculate Conception         2,987.74 
Thanksgiving                75.00 
                                             Total: $5,809.74 

 
Special Collections: 

 
Retired Religious        $3,247.51 
50th Anniversary          2,796.21 
Stained Glass                    10,470.00 
Typhoon Yutu victims             325.00 
Campaign for Human Development                               5.00 
Catholic Communication                2.00 
Catholic Charities of Hawaii                          20.00     
                   Total:  $16,865.72 

This Week’s Events December 16—December 22, 2018 
 

M – Main Church, U–Upstairs Parish Conference Room,  
R – Reception room, B - Blue room, G - Green Room,     
C – Courtyard 
 
Sunday                                                                     December 16 
 Third Sunday of Advent  
 

 6:15 am  – Choir Practice (B) 
 6:15 am  – Rosary (M) 
 8:15 am  — Youth choir practice (B) 
10:15 am—R.C.I.A.  
 

Monday                                 December 17 
 

  9:00 am—Catholic Care Project: Brown bag  
  6:30 pm – Charismatic Prayer Group (M)  
 

Tuesday                                       December 18 
 

  6:10 am – Rosary (M) 
11:15 am – Rosary (M) 
  7:00 pm – Centering Prayer (U)    
 

Wednesday                                  December 19 
 

   6:10 am – Rosary (M) 
   7:30 am – Novena to our Lady of Perpetual Help (M) 
11:15 am – Rosary (M) 
  1:00 pm – Legion of Mary, Queen of Peace (R) 
  6:00 pm – RCIA (B) 
  6:30 pm – Scripture Study (R) 
 

Thursday                                        December 20 
 

     6:10 am – Rosary (M)  
10:30 am—Michael Korsey Funeral Mass 
11:15 am – Rosary (M) 
  5:15 & 6:00 pm – Choir Practice (M) 
  6:30 pm—Christmas Choir practice 
 

Friday                                                        December 21 
St. Peter Canisius 
 

  6:10 am – Rosary (M)  
7:40 am - Eucharistic Adoration/Sacred Heart Devotion 
10:00 – 11:30 am Confession and Spiritual Direction 

  10:45 am – Divine Mercy Devotion & Chaplet  
  11:15 am—International Rosary 
  11:45 am—Benediction 
1:15-2:45 pm—Hawaii Foodbank 32lb. Food box 
5:30 pm —Stations of the Cross devotion 
   6:00 pm—Faith Formation Movie night  
 

Saturday                                       December 22  
 

 11:15 am – Rosary 
  3:30 – 4:30 pm – Confessions (M) 
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SECOND COLLECTION THIS 
WEEKEND 

 
We will have the 2nd Collection for 
our Building Fund this weekend, 

December 15-16. Your contributions are greatly appre-
ciated, as we are continuing to improve and repair our 
Parish Church. Mahalo. 

One year boxes of envelopes have arrived for those 
who ordered them. You may pick them up in the 
reception room. Any left after Dec. 17 will be mailed to 
you. 



AROUND THE PARISH AND THE DIOCESE 
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Mahalo for sharing with our brothers and sisters in 
need. In this season we remember the needs of the 
Holy Family and those who share the same needs! 
This weekend is our Catholic Care Project food bag 

collection. We are grateful for your gifts. 
 

Sorting and packing - Dec 17 at 9:00 AM.    
Distribution  - December 18 and 19. 
Please come and help if you are able. 

The Hawaii Foodbank 32 lb food box distribution is 
Friday, December 21 (come at 11:00 am) if you can 

help move boxes for our kupuna and serve people in 
our community and spread a little Advent cheer. 

Steve Angrisano Concert 

Mahalo to all who helped make 
our Advent Mission and Concert 

a success. 

The Knights of Columbus  
are selling Christmas Cards  

after the 7, 9 & 11:00 am Masses. 

 

The total proceeds for the Garage Sale and Food 
booth was $2,796.21. 

MISA de GALLO 
Begins December 16th at 7:00 a.m. and continues 

through the  9 days at 5:30 a.m.    
(except Dec 23 at 7:00 am) 

 

*Dec. 24th, Parish Potluck, after 
the 5:30 a.m. mass.  Please bring a  

dish to share with others. 
 

and we are accepting donations of non-perishable 
food items to fill a basket for a family in need.   

Date/time THEME SPONSOR CELEBRANT/
MUSIC 

Dec 16 
7:00 am 

Mary, Model of 
Perseverance 

Charismatic 
Group 

Fr. Sieg/
Charismatic 

Dec 17 
5:30 am 

Mary, Model of 
Motherhood 

Pat & Cora 
DeGuzman 

Fr. Danny/
Charismatic 

Dec 18 
5:30 am 

Mary, Model of 
a Faithful Wife 

Pat & Cora 
DeGuzman 

Fr. Sieg/
Charismatic 

Dec 19 
5:30 am 

Mary, Model of 
Courage 

Choir Fr. Manny/ 
Charismatic 

Dec 20 
5:30 am 

Mary, Model of 
Obedience 

Legion of Mary Fr. Khanh/ 
Charismatic 

Dec 21 
5:30 am 

Mary, Model of 
Beauty 

Bulletin  
volunteers 

Fr. Manny/
Charismatic 

Dec 22 
5:30 am 

Mary, Model of 
Prayer 

Devotional 
Team 

Fr. Sieg/ 
Charismatic 

& Felix 

Dec 23 
7:00 am 

Mary, Model of 
Joy 

Knights of  
Columbus 

Fr. Manny/
Charismatic 

& Felix 

Dec 24 
5:30 am 

Mary, Dwelling 
Place of God 

*Parish 
 Potluck 

Fr. Danny/
Charismatic 

& Felix 

 

Please join us on  
Sun. Dec. 16th   

after the 6:00 pm Mass.  
 

We will featuring the movie “Simon Birch”  
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