
 

3rd Sunday In Ordinary Time 
Rediscovering God’s Love 

GOOD NEWS! 
 

     Have you ever lost something and then, after some time 
passes, finally found it? Perhaps your keys, a cell phone, or 
worse still, a credit card. When we find utilitarian items that 
we’ve lost or misplaced, we’re so relieved and happy 
because we need these things for daily living. But what if 
we lose our whole purpose for living? Then we’re really in 
trouble.  
 The people to whom Nehemiah was speaking lost 
more than something material; they lost the key to who they 
were as a people. They lost the law of God that had been 
given to them through Moses hundreds of years before. 
They were now listening to it for the first time. Upon hearing 
all its wisdom and prescriptions, they were cut to the heart 
and wept. There was so much they had forgotten and were 
no longer practicing. As exiles in Babylon they had lost so 
much.  
 Yet the response toward this rediscovery could have 
been joy, because now they knew once again what made 
for happiness and living in the Lord. They had discovered 
the love that called them into existence.  
 We have been given the Holy Spirit who leads us 
into all truth and reminds us of everything Jesus taught us 
in Scriptures and Tradition. Knowing God’s truth is the 
deepest source of joy. Finding him is like finding what was 
lost. Like the found key, God unlocks our happiness. Like a 
cell phone, he gives us a constant connection with him. And 
like a credit card—but infinitely better—God is the love that 
fulfills our desires. And we never have to pay him back.  

— Fr. Mark Haydu, LC 
For Reflection: 
Is there any aspect of God’s word or truth that I have ignored 
or forgotten? How can I rediscover and accept that truth 
again? 
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Reading I  - Nehemiah 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10  
  

Following the people’s return from exile, 
Nehemiah accepted the task of rebuilding the 
walls of Jerusalem. He endured great 
opposition and many hardships. When the 
wall was completed he had Ezra read the law 
for the assembled people. It was a great 
celebration.   Finally the people had a chance 
to resume their vocation as God’s chosen 
people.   

Reading II  -  1 Corinthians 12:12-30 
 
The familiar image of the church as one body 
composed of many parts is inexhaustible in 
its meaning and implications. Each one of us 
is gifted in a specific way. Each one of us has 
a distinctive role to play. We are all a part of 
the Body of Christ, the Church. Our 
dependence on each other is serious, as is 
Christ’s dependence on each of us.  

 

Reading III  -  Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21 
In Jesus’ hometown of Nazareth, he 
openly identified himself with Isaiah’s 
messianic prophecy. In the words from 
the prophet we have a summary of Jesus’ 
mission. It said nothing of a military or 
political kingship, but of a mission to a 
needy world. Not unlike today, people 
then tended to hear in the words of 
prophets what they wanted to hear.   

 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

1st Reading– Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19 
2nd Reading – 1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13 

Gospel - Luke 4:21-30 
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JANUARY Prayer Intentions from  
 

Pope Francis 
Evangelization – Young People 
That young people, especially in Latin 
America, follow the example of Mary and 

respond to the call of the Lord to communicate the joy of 
the Gospel to the world.  
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Please pray for the repose of the soul of 

Jean Obara. 

Her funeral mass will be held on  

 

February 1, 2019 at 9:30 am.  

Candlemas on February 2nd is also known as the 

Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord Jesus and the 
Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary.   

It is a Christian Holy Day commemorating the  
presentation of Jesus at the Temple. 

 It is based upon the account of the presentation of 
Jesus in Luke 2:22–40.  

It is customary to have candles used at the church or 
in your home blessed.  

 

 

 
 

Please pray for those preparing for reception of  
Sacraments at Easter.  One candidate was received 
in the Rite of Welcoming this past Sunday at the 
6:00 pm  Mass. 
 

Marie  Therese  Maumoynier 
 

Please call the office to leave your contact number if you 
are interested in becoming a Catholic or completing Sac-
raments of Initiation (First Eucharist and Confirmation). 



 

STEWARDSHIP TIME-TALENT- TREASURE 

 

 With your contributions of non-perishable 
food items for the January Catholic Care 

Brown Bag Project, volunteers prepared  bags, 
for our Kupuna, families and those in need of 

supplemental food. 
Mahalo to our volunteers who came to help 

pack the brown bags with food. We packed 50 
bags for parishioners. 

 
The Hawaii Food Bank Distribution was Friday, 

January 18th  Mahalo to all our volunteers 
who helped sign in the kupuna and pack 153, 

32 pound Hawaii Foodbank boxes.   
The next Foodbank Senior Box distribution is 

February 15, 2019.   
 

     Our next Catholic Care Brown Bag 
Collection is February 16th & 17th.    

Sorting and packing will be February 18th at 
9:00 AM. Distribution will be  

February 19th and 20th. 
Mahalo for sharing your food supplies with 

those who have less. Your donations help us 
to help others.  

 

Do you know someone in our parish who would 
benefit from receiving a food bag to help them 

make ends meet? 
 

Please tell them to contact our  
Catholic Care Helpline 

(808) 941-0675 
All information we receive remains confidential. 

  
HELP FIGHT HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

 
We each have a responsibility to fight against the 
violation and degradation of our brothers and 
sister. 
 
Since the beginning of his papacy, Pope Francis 
has repeatedly urged Catholics and all people of 
good will to combat this "crime against 
humanity" which is "an open wound on the body 
of contemporary society, a scourge against the 
body of Christ”. 
 
Catholic social teaching proclaims the dignity of 
the human person and the sanctity of all human 
life.  Each person is made in the image of God, is 
loved immeasurably by Him, and has inherent 
worth. Every person is precious, people are more 
important than possessions, and the measure of 
every institution is whether it threatens or 
enhances the life and dignity of the human 
person. Because every life is a gift from God and 
is sacred, it deserves to be protected and 
nurtured; we each have a responsibility to fight 
against the violation and degradation of our 
brothers and sisters.  

Modern-day slavery—where men, women, and 
children are bought and sold like merchandise—
inherently rejects this principle, showing 
absolute contempt for human beings.  For this 
reason, eliminating human trafficking and 
empowering survivors has been a historic 
concern of the Catholic Church. 
Commitment to end slavery in all its forms is 
rooted in the Catechism of the Church, which 
forbids any act leading to the enslavement of 
humans—a sin against a person's dignity and 
fundamental human rights (2414).  This 
commitment was reaffirmed during the Second 
Vatican Council, when the Church stated that 
"slavery, prostitution, the selling of women and 
children, [and] disgraceful working conditions 
where [people] are treated as mere tools for 
profit" are "infamies" and a "supreme dishonor 
to the creator." 
 

 
Visit  http://www.usccb.org/about/anti-trafficking-program/
human-trafficking.cfm 
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FAITH FORMATION 
Young Adults 
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CCD 

 
Aloha Parishioners, Families, Friends and 
Visitors, 
What better blessing can there be than to 
usher in New Year 2019 celebrating the 
Eucharist together as a family of believers.  
On January 6th, The Epihany of the Lord, our 
Parish family came together after the 11:00 
a.m. Mass for fellowship and a Talent Show.  
We were entertained by 17 students from our 
Faith Formation Program (ages 8 – 16) by 
sharing their talents!  Entertainment included 
individual and group singing, dancing, acting, 
and even sign language.  The show clearly 
demonstrated that we are blessed with 
students that have incredible talent and are 
willing to share it with others.  All participants 
received a gift! 

Our Lady of Fatima Family Pilgrimage 
Reflections 

Hearing our 2 children joining in the rosary, 
and then having them lead it was a joy! 
Knowing that we had this special activity to 
do together, helped bring our family closer 
together.  ~~Phillips Family  
We brought Our Lady of Fatima home on the 
same day that the Chuukese community 
gathered at St. John the Baptist to celebrate 
and praise.   We were so blessed that day 
because my family sang, “Kopwe Tongei 
Monun Unukum Usun Ka Pusin Tongek” in 
English, “Love Your Neighbor 
As Yourself”.  The prize was to 
bring home The Sacred Heart 
of Jesus statue.  When we 
arrived home, we put them 
were side by      side on    our 
table.  What a blessing!  
~~Elieisar Family 
 
In Christ’s Peace, 
Bernie Lopez and Anna Flores, Faith Formation 
Coordinators 
 

1 Corinthians 12:13-14 “For by one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or 
free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. For 
the body does not consist of one member but of 

many.” 

We tend to think of church as part of our lives, but if 
we thought of our lives as part of the Church? 
Instead of church being something we need to make 
time for, what if the Church was something our lives 
were already an integral part of? Rather than church 
being a place we go to once a week, it was an entity 
made of us that we constantly represent? This is 
why we have St. Don’s, so all young adults can 
participate both inside the Church and in the 
community. 

 Tuesdays ESL (English as a Second 
Language):  Practice English conversation 
Tuesdays 5-6 pm 

 Thursdays Bible Study:  Young adults Bible study 
at church Thursdays 5-6 pm 

 Second Saturday Morning Church 
Cleaning:  Once a month, just for a couple of 
hours, we help clean the church from 8.30 am 

As the young adults ministry of Sts. Peter & Paul, 
inspired by St. Don Bosco, we wish to volunteer, 
learn, reflect, and be happy. Servite Domine in 
laetitia (Serve God cheerfully). Being part of this 
group, in this phase of our journey in life, will allow 
us to help each other to grow spiritually, 
intellectually and physically.  If you have any 
interest, questions, comments, ideas, etc. please e-
mail us at trivialFyr@gmail.com or txt 305-898-
0378.  Hope to see everyone soon! 
 

Aloha, 
Amala & Sunu 

mailto:trivialFyr@gmail.com
tel:(305)%20898-0378
tel:(305)%20898-0378


STEWARDSHIP 
 

TIME – TALENT – TREASURE 
TREASURE 

Mahalo for your generous contributions  
and Faithful Stewardship. 

 
The Collection for January 19-20  is as follows:  

$16,781.99 
 

 

Envelopes & Loose Collections                   $8,250.24 
Mass Intentions            165.00 
Funeral                       300.00 
Electric Votive & Candles                                 843.75     

         Total:      $9,558.99 
ENVELOPES 

 
IDENTIFIABLE     45% 
UNIDENTIFIABLE    55% 
 
Building Fund                                    $165.00 
Outreach                20.00 
Catholic Care              100.00 
Donation                10.00 
First Offering                45.00 
Homebound Donation               50.00 
Christmas                  5.00 
                                           Total:    $395.00 

 

Special Collections: 
 
Latin American Mission             24.00 
Black & Indian Mission                                   15.00 
Stained Glass          6,000.00 
OCP                         789.00
                                         Total:  $6,828.00 

This Week’s Events January  27 –February 2, 2019 
 

M – Main Church, U–Upstairs Parish Conference Room,  
R – Reception room, B - Blue room, G - Green Room,     
C – Courtyard 
 
Sunday                                                                          January 27  
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 6:15 am  —Rosary  (M) 
 8:15 am  — Youth choir practice (B) 
10:15 am—R.C.I.A.  
 
 
Monday                                      January 28 
St. Thomas Aquinas 
 

6:30 pm – Charismatic Prayer Group (M)  
 
 

Tuesday                                            January 29 
 

  6:10 am – Rosary (M) 
11:15 am – Rosary (M) 
  7:00 pm – Centering Prayer (M)  
 
Wednesday                                        January 30 
 

   6:10 am – Rosary (M) 
   7:30 am – Novena to our Lady of Perpetual Help (M) 
11:15 am – Rosary (M) 
  1:00 pm – Legion of Mary, Queen of Peace (R) 
  6:00 pm – RCIA (B) 
  6:30 pm – Scripture Study (R)  
 
Thursday                                               January 31 
St. John Bosco 
 

    6:10 am – Rosary (M)  
  11:15 am – Rosary (M) 
  5:15 & 6:00 pm – Choir Practice (M)  
 
Friday                                                            February 1 
First Friday 
 

   6:10 am – Rosary (M)  
9:30 am Funeral Mass for Jean Obarra 

 7:40 am - Eucharistic Adoration/Sacred Heart Devotion 
10:00 – 11:30 am Confession and Spiritual Direction 

  10:45 am – Divine Mercy Devotion & Chaplet  
  11:15 am—International Rosary 
  11:45 am—Benediction 
 5:45 pm—Stations of the Cross Devotion 
 
Saturday                                           February 2 
The Presentation of the Lord, World Day for Consecrated Life, 
First Saturday 
 

  11:15 am – Rosary 
  3:30 – 4:30 pm – Confessions (M) 
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SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND 
 

There will be a Second Collection this weekend 
January 26/27. There are two causes for this 
collection. One is the Church in Latin America, the 
other is for the Black and Indian Mission. Please 
see the special envelopes at the doors of the 
church to designate your gift. Undesignated gifts 
will be evenly divided between the two.  

CONTRIBUTION LETTERS were mailed out Thursday. If you 

should receive a letter if your contributions for 2018 were 

more than $250.00. Mahalo nui loa. Please call the office 

or email if you would like to receive one and did not. 



AROUND THE PARISH AND THE DIOCESE 
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In preparation for the celebration  

Our fundraising committee will be holding a 
Malassada sale February 10th,  

after the 7, 9 and 11:00 am masses.   
Please see sign up sheet if you would like to 

help by donating goods or ingredients 
The funds raised will finance the projects to 
prepare the church for her 50th Anniversary. 
We are looking for creative minds who can 

interview, organize and write for the 
church 50th Anniversary book and video.   

Please contact the office at 941-0675.   

Mahalo! 
to those who purchased chicken, sushi and  
volunteered their time this past weekend.  

 

 

Saturday, February 9, 2019 
Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish, Pearl City 

8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Mass and Opening Address by Bishop Larry Silva. 

Continental breakfast, vendor displays and work-
shops presented by national and local experts. 

There is no charge THANKS to our lead sponsor 
OSV. 

Register today by emailing your name and parish 
to mclark@rcchawaii or phone (808) 203-6723. 

Have you considered a Catholic Education for your child?  
Sacred Hearts Academy Open House is coming soon. 

LITTLE BETHLEHEM CARVERS 

The Al Sahouri family will be bringing their olive 
wood art next week February 2 and 3 after all 
masses.  

The Christians of the middle east live in the land where 
Jesus walked, taught, suffered, died and rose again. To-
day their numbers are greatly reduced, and they strug-
gle to make a living. Your assistance helps the church to 
maintain a presence in the Holy Land. You can see their 
craft at:  https://little-bethlehem.org/ 
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