
GOOD NEWS! 
 

     Max Beckmann’s drawing, Christ and the Sinner, 
places the viewer outside today’s Gospel scene looking 
in. We’re behind the darkened figures standing at a 
door. We see Jesus in full view, standing in the light 
blocking the accusers’ way toward the woman. He’s 
clearly coming to her defense as he listens, unmoved by 
their story.  
    Oftentimes we may feel that Jesus stands more as an 
accuser than a savior. He’s there to point out what we 
should do in the future, didn’t do in the past, or aren’t 
doing in the present. This isn’t the Jesus the Gospel 
presents. He stands to defend the sinner before her 
accusers. Even to those who so blatantly hurt him, Jesus 
said “Father, forgive them, they know not what they 
do” (Luke 23:34).  
   Sometimes it is hard to let go of an erring view of God. 
It can be comforting to have someone to blame or fear. 
Look at St. Paul: He was a zealous persecutor of 
Christians. Yet, having found Christ, he let go of his 
erroneous view of God and let Jesus come to his 
defense. He let go of the guilt of his sinful past and his 
desire to save himself through his own works. He 
considered it all trash to be discarded and forgotten as 
he held on to faith in Jesus.  
   We need to leave our evil deeds in his merciful heart 
and forget them there. The sacrament of reconciliation 
offers the best opportunity to do so. Let him stand at the 
door of your heart, defending you from those sinister 
accusers of your past who would haul you back into the 
darkness. 
 

For Reflection 
Do negative thoughts about myself or my past limit my 
experience of God’s love? When have I truly known the 
redemption of Christ? Remember that moment of mercy and 
take strength from it. 
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Reading I  -  Isaiah 43:16-21 

We are reminded in this passage from Isaiah 
that we can leave our pasts behind us. God’s 
gifts of love and grace are the promise of a 
second chance and a clean slate. When 
welcomed into our hearts, God does “new 
things.” Old things can be put away so that 
new life can be ours.   

 

Reading II  -  Philippians 3:8-14 

What is the grace of God? It is certainly more 
than the offer of a pardon for our sins. It is the 
restoration of the relationship to God that we 
were meant to have from the very beginning. 
The power that flows from the resurrection of 
Christ frees us from our sins and empowers us 
to live a new life.      

 

Reading III  -  John 8:1-11 
The crowd was quick to condemn the woman 
who was caught in the act of adultery. After 
all, she had broken the laws of God and 
deserved to die. But Jesus took the high road 
morally and spiritually and offered her 
forgiveness. He restored her to the community 
on condition that she would not sin again. 

 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
Palm Sunday Of The Passion Of The Lord 

 

Procession: Luke 19:28-40 
First Reading—Isaiah 50:4-7 

Second Reading—Philippians 2:6-11 
The Passion of the Lord—Luke 22:14-23:56 

 Sts. Peter and Paul Church                                                   April 7, 2019 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Jesus Comes To Our Defense 



Jocelyn A. Enerio   April 2nd 
Eden T. Lim    April 4th 
James F. Sellar   April 7th 
Angela Dizon   April 11th 
Nayla Wilmore   April 13th 
Margaret B. Vincze   April 18th 
Lindsey Okawa   April 20th 
Dan Daoang    April 29th 

     

APRIL Prayer Intentions from  
Pope Francis 

 
Universal – For those who have 
Responsibility in Economic Matters 
That economists may have the 

courage to reject any economy of exclusion and know 
how to open new paths.  
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Kia Rose Adams 
Loranzo Alota 
Becky Alota,  
Darlene Amoro 
Olivia Mia Blake 
Arthur Cababa 
Susie Cababa 
Milanie Cleofas 
Avon Czerwinski 
Regina Czerwinski 
Aida Diao 
Shirley Dungo 
Tessie Dungo 
Yuriko Enomoto 
Encornita Esteban  
Charles Goo 

Robert Heisler 
Stanley Ho  
Maria Elena Jencks 
Jack Jucewicz  
Christopher  Jucewicz 
Richard McCrea Jr. 
Edwin C. Munalem 
Betty Ann Nault 
Olivia B Olegario 
Judy Orlando 
Rita Stocker 
Rafael Inigo Suarez 
Andrea Pontillas 
Lisa Tang 
Ruth Tavares-Toma 
Theresa Yu 

 

LENTEN PENANCE SERVICE 
East Honolulu Vicariate Churches 

Holy Trinity Church—April 8 @ 7 pm 

Sts. Peter and Paul Church—April 9 @ 6:00 pm 

Newman Holy Spirit Parish—April 9 at 7 pm 

Sacred Heart Parish, Punahou—April 10 @ 7pm 

Dan & Mary Daoang   April 1st  
Married 48 years! 

Please pray for the repose of  

the soul of Leni Castillejos.  

Her funeral Mass and rosary  

were celebrated March 30, 2019. 
 

Please also pray for the soul of 

     Dorothy       Mendoza.  

 Her funeral Mass        was celebrated    

April 6,    2019. 

Pray also for the consolation of their families 
in their time of loss. 
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Meet God at “Little Easter”

Why do Catholics veil 
statues in church during Lent?

Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith.                                                                                                               April 2019

   Many churches veil statues in 
red or purple cloth during the 
last two weeks in Lent. This 
period of time is traditionally 
known as Passiontide, when 
we focus more 
intentionally on the 
coming events of Holy 
Week. Covering over the 

images and crucifixes in our 
churches is a kind of “visual fast” 

and a reminder of this solemn 
liturgical season. The joy of 
the Easter celebration is 
visually communicated when 
the statues are un-veiled and 
the church is beautifully 
decorated.

   One amazing fact of which Easter 
reminds us is that God lives and 
lives with us. Yet, as the joy of the 
celebration fades, we may 
feel distant from our 
loving, living God. In fact, 
we can renew our Easter 
joy every week at Mass 
on Sunday, our “little 
Easter.” It’s a great 
place to find God.
   The Priest. 
During Mass, the 
priest is not 
acting on his 
own but in the 
person of 
Christ (“In 
Persona 
Christi”). Bishops 
and priests act in persona Christi 
when they offer Mass, forgive sins, 
preach on behalf of the Church, and 
perform other acts of shepherding and 
teaching. So, we find God in the priest.

   The Word. Much of what goes on at 
Mass is directly from Scripture – the 

prayers we say together, the hymns 
we sing, the readings, etc. 

Since Scripture is the 
inspired word of God, we 

can find God in his 
Word.

   The Eucharist. What 
starts as bread and 

wine becomes the 
body and blood of 
Christ. So we 
meet God in the 
consecrated 
Eucharist.
   The People. 
When we unite 
to praise God, 
we are his 

Church. “For where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am I 
in the midst of them” (Matthew 18:20). 
So God is there when we worship 
with others at Mass.

St. Isidore of Seville
   Born in Seville, 
Spain, St. Isidore 

succeeded his 
older brother, St. 
Leander as 
Bishop of 
Seville, at a time of 
social and religious division. 
By founding seminaries and 
schools throughout Spain, St. 
Isidore effectively converted 
the invading Visigoths and 
turned Seville into a center of 
culture and learning in the 
ancient world. He presided over 
two important Church councils, 
wrote a thorough encyclopedia 
that became widely used for 
nine centuries, and donated 
generously to the poor.

Just adore
   Do you ever run out of 
conversation during your 
prayer time? Worse, do you tire 
of praying the same things over 
again? Try sitting in silent 
adoration of the one who 
loves you most. What words 
can be better than that?

   “There is no fear in love, but 
perfect love casts out fear. 
For fear has to do with 
punishment, and he 
who fears is not 
perfected in 
love”
 (1 John 4:18).

Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic Church
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   The qualities of the Mass make 
participating in it essential for our 
spiritual health.
   Thanksgiving: The Mass centers around 

the Eucharist – the “sacrifice 
of praise in thanksgiving” 
(Catechism of the Catholic 
Church (CCC), #1359). In 
thanking God for his 

blessings, we recall demonstrations of 
his goodness, power, and love. This 
reminds us that there is a God who loves 
us beyond imagining. He doesn’t need 
our praise, but we need to experience 
thanksgiving.
   Sacrifice: When the priest offers the 
Body and Blood of Christ under the 
appearances of bread and wine, Jesus’ 
sacrifice on Calvary is renewed in an 
unbloody manner and made present for 
us again. At Mass, we can unite our own 
sacrifices to Christ’s and offer them to 
the Father (CCC, #1367, 1368).
   Communion: Under the appearances 
of bread and wine, Jesus is really and 
physically present (CCC, #1376). When 
we receive Communion, Christ comes to 
dwell in our hearts, to strengthen, heal, 
and love us. Communion unifies the 
whole Church in Heaven and on Earth 
(CCC, #1370).

    April 14 – Palm Sunday of the 
Lord’s Passion (1st Century): On 
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion, we 
recall Jesus’ triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem, when he was greeted by 
crowds waving palms and cheering. 
This Sunday marks the beginning of 
Holy Week.
   April 17 – St. Stephen Harding 
(1134): St. Stephen and two 
companions founded a new religious 
order in Citeaux. As abbot, he guided 
the community through many 
hardships. Finally, St. Bernard of 
Clairvaux and several companions 

joined St. Stephen and he revived the 
order. St. Stephen founded twelve 
more religious communities 
throughout France. He is credited with 
writing the constitutions of the 
Cistercian Order.
   April 20 – St. Agnes of 
Montepulciano (1317): Born in 
Tuscany, Italy, St. Agnes was a 
Franciscan nun who founded a 
Dominican order. At a young age, she 
begged her parents to let her enter 
the Franciscans. When she 
was thirteen, the pope 
asked her to found a 
monastery at Procena. 
Inspired by a vision, she 
founded a Dominican 
order at Montepulciano. 

   It is said that in order to attract the perfect love, we 
have to become the perfect lover. God is the perfect 
love. All we need to do to claim his love is to 
become better lovers ourselves.
   Be alone together. “Draw near to God, and he 
will draw near to you” (James 4:8). Two people in 
love need to be alone together so love can grow. 
Make time to be alone with God every day.
   Meet for frequent dates. A loving 
relationship can’t flourish on just one date per 

week. Would you be able to get enough of your 
beloved by just getting together on Sundays? Try 
to make Mass more than once a week.
   Reread his love letter. “I will never forget you. 
See, upon the palms of my hands I have written your 
name” (Isaiah 49:15-16). Re-reading love letters 
rekindles feelings of warmth between lovers. 
The Bible is the longest, most passionate love 

letter there is. Read it to find out how God really 
feels about you.

 

John 20:19-31, 
Two Visits of Mercy

The perfect love waits for you

What does the 
Mass do for us?  

   This Gospel passage is about the two 
resurrection appearances of Jesus to his 
Apostles in the Upper Room. 
In the first appearance, Jesus 
forgave the Apostles and 
gave them his peace. He 
also gave them the 
Holy Spirit and the 
power to forgive sins 
in his name.
   The second visit 
was for St. 
“Doubting” Thomas. 
He refused to 
believe that Jesus was really risen, 
despite the evidence of ten 
eyewitnesses. While it is better to “see” 

by faith and still believe, Jesus had 
mercy on St. Thomas’s very human 

doubts and appeared to him. St. 
Thomas was open to 

accepting the Truth 
when it found him.
   From this Gospel 
passage, we know we 
can bring our doubts, 

fears, and need for 
forgiveness to God, 

especially on this second 
Sunday of Easter—Divine 

Mercy Sunday. We can trust 
God, who in this passage, proves 

that his deepest nature is merciful 
love.



STEWARDSHIP 
 

TIME – TALENT – TREASURE 
TREASURE 

Mahalo for your generous contributions  
and Faithful Stewardship. 

 
The Collection for March 30—31 is as follows:  

$ 15,125.56 
 

 

Envelopes & Loose Collections                  $ 9,383.44 
Mass Intentions            210.00 
Baptism             100.00 
Funeral             350.00 
Blessing               69.95 
Electric Votive & Candles                                 660.77     

          Total:     $10,773.86 
 

ENVELOPES 
IDENTIFIABLE     43% 
UNIDENTIFIABLE    57% 

 
Building Fund                                     $192.00 
Outreach                20.00 
Donation              120.00 
                    Total:      $332.00 

 

Special Collections 
Catholic  Relief Services       $2,700.81 
Stained Glass                         488.00 
Holy Land                15.00 
Good Friday                15.00 
Holy Thursday                15.00 
Easter                                                                       25.00 
Shepherd’s Collection               20.00 
Operation Rice Bowl             538.89 
Ash Wednesday               12.00 
Augustine Education Foundation           100.00 
Catholic Charities                          90.00 
        Total:   $4,019.70 

This Week’s Events April 7 –April 13  2019 
 

M – Main Church, U–Upstairs Parish Conference Room,  
R – Reception room, B - Blue room, G - Green Room,     
C – Courtyard 
 
Sunday                                                                                    April 7 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

 6:15 am  —Rosary  (M) 
(2nd Scrutiny celebrated at 7:00 a.m. Mass—Cycle A) 
 8:15 am  — Youth choir practice (B) 
 
Monday                                                 April 8 
 

6:30 pm – Charismatic Prayer Group (M) (resumes April 22) 
6:00 pm —PARISH MISSION 
 
Tuesday                                                      April 9 
 

  6:10 am – Rosary (M) 
11:15 am – Rosary (M) 
  7:00 pm – Centering Prayer (M)  
6:00 pm—PARISH MISSION/Penance Service 
 

Wednesday                                               April 10 
    

    6:10 am – Rosary (M) 
   7:30 am – Novena to our Lady of Perpetual Help (M) 
11:15 am – Rosary (M) 
  1:00 pm – Legion of Mary, Queen of Peace (R) 
  6:00 pm – RCIA (B) 
  7:00 pm – Scripture Study (B)  
6:00 pm—PARISH MISSION 
 
Thursday                                                      April 11 
    St. Stanislaus, Bishop, Martyr 
       

       6:10 am – Rosary (M)  
  11:15 am – Rosary (M) 
  5:15 & 6:00 pm – Choir Practice (M)  
 
Friday                                                                     April 12 
Abstinence  
 

   6:10 am – Rosary (M)  
 7:40 am - Eucharistic Adoration/Sacred Heart Devotion 
10:00 – 11:30 am Confession and Spiritual Direction 

  10:25 am – Rosary & Divine Mercy Chaplet  
  11:00 am—Benediction  
  11:15 am—Stations of the Cross 
    5:15 pm—Resolutio: Putting Love into Action (video) 
     6:00 pm—Stations of the Cross 
 
Saturday                                                   April 13 
St. Martin I, Pope, Martyr 
 

11:15 am – Rosary 
3:30 – 4:30 pm – Confessions (M) 
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SHEPHERD’S COLLECTION 
April 13-14. 2019 
 
The priests in our Diocese are now 
paid a salary to include their food 
and car allowances. This collection 
will help us to meet these needs of 
those who minister to us.  

Your contributions are greatly 
appreciated.  

 



AROUND THE PARISH AND THE DIOCESE 
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STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
Schedule of Stations of the Cross  

(Ministries leading prayer) 
 

April 12th 
 11:15AM—Priests/Deacons/Religious 
 6:00 PM—Parish Social Mission 
 

April 19th 
 11:15 AM (CCD children) 
       >followed by Good Friday Liturgy @ 3:00 PM  
 5:15 PM (Youth) 
       > followed by Good Friday Liturgy @ 6:00 PM  

Parish Wide Church  
Spring Cleaning 

Volunteers needed  
Sat 4/13  From 7am—11.  

 

Please bring gloves to the clean the inside  
and the grounds of our parish.   

Lunch will be provided.  

 

The 50th Anniversary  
Fund Raising Committee  
will be having a  

“Bento & Peach Donut Sale “ 

April 28th after the 7, 9, and 11 am Masses. 

Additional information in the coming weeks. 

 

 

2019 Lenten Mission Schedule 
April 8, 9, and 10th  2019   

 
Day 1– April 8th, Monday  

A loving God:  The Cause of our Joy 
>11:15am--11:45 Morning Mission 
                     Followed by 12noon mass 
6:00pm –7:15 Evening Mission 
 

Day 2 April 9th, Tuesday 
The Gift of Mercy 

>11:15am—11:45 Morning Mission  
                            followed by 12noon mass 
6:00pm –7:15 Evening Mission followed  
                          by Lenten Penance Service 
 

Day 3-April 10 Wednesday 
Caring for our Common Home Mercy for  

our Brothers and Sisters and for All God’s Creatures 
>11:15am—11:45 Morning Mission  
                              Followed by 12noon mass 
6:00pm –7:15 Evening Mission 
 

Join your parish family on the last day of the 
Lenten Mission with Fr John Anglin, OFM and one 

another to share your favorite dish at our 
International POTLUCK (bring a dish to feed 10-15 

people) on Wednesday, April 10th.  
 

See the sign up sheet in the courtyard for details or call 

our parish office 941-0675. 

 

Our Catholic Care Brown Bag Collection is  
Next week: April 13th & 14th.  

Please see the list of needed items.  
 

    Sorting and packing - April 15th, 9:00 a.m. 
      Distribution  - April 16 & 17. 

The Lenten season is a good opportunity to 
practice sacrifice for others.  

Mahalo for sharing your food supplies with 
those who have less. 

Your donations help us to help others.  
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