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CAMPAIGN UPDATE

More than 

$38.2 million 
has been paid 

toward the 
$52 million 

pledges to the 
campaign by 

13,520 donors.*

In addition to supporting the 
seminary renovation, priest  
pension retirement fund, and 
education debt relief for newly 
ordained clergy, this campaign 
includes a share going back to 
parishes for local projects. 
$12.9 million has already been 
distributed to parishes.

This progress is primarily thanks 
to pastors and parishes across 
the Diocese of Cleveland and to 
the generosity of the faithful who 
continue to “build for today and 
provide for tomorrow.”

If this effort has not reached 
your parish and you want more 
information to pledge your  
support, please call: 
216-902-1300 to learn more 
or visit www.catholiccommunity.
org/shepherd. 

* Totals include a $3 million commitment 
on behalf of the Diocese of Cleveland.

As you will read in this issue’s featured article, The Heart of a 

Shepherd campaign was a tremendous success as a result of 

the generosity of donors. The campaign faced challenges due 

to COVID and the resultant mandated suspension of public 

Masses. It was amazing that we raised so much money during 

a pandemic – more than $52 million thanks to 13,520 donors 

and a $3 million commitment on behalf of the diocese.

We had a great group working on this campaign. Thanks to  

Patrick Grace’s leadership and organization, the Catholic 

Community Foundation’s efforts, the Heart of a Shepherd 

campaign cabinet and campaign team and diocesan-wide 

support, it was a huge success.

While the campaign entailed a great deal of planning and 

work, it was so worth it.

Thanks to many of you, we achieved 
a lot and had fun along the way.



Years of planning, fundraising, deconstruction and 
construction – all part of the Heart of a Shepherd 
Campaign – culminated on Dec. 2, 2022, when Bishop 
Edward Malesic blessed the newly renovated Saint Mary 
and Borromeo Seminaries. 

There was a sense of joy in the crowd of about 200 
benefactors, seminarians, seminary faculty and staff, 
pastors, representatives of religious orders and diocesan 
staff members.

“Investing this much into the seminary lets people know 
we intend to stay here,” Bishop Malesic said. “We form 
our seminarians to have courage, strength and faith. We 
want to ensure that they have the best environment to 
pursue their priestly formation. This is a place where they 
can form lifetime friends with each other and Jesus.”

Father Mark Latcovich, president and rector of the 
seminaries, and Rick Schultz of St. Mary Parish in Hudson, 
chair of the Heart of a Shepherd campaign, also spoke. 
After evening prayer in Sacred Heart Chapel and a 
reception in the Founders’ Room, visitors enjoyed tours 
of the newly renovated seminary.

The Heart of a Shepherd campaign was an extraordinary 
endeavor, one that had its share of twists and turns. 

TESTAMENT TO FAITH & FORTITUDE:  
SEMINARY RENOVATION  
RIBBON-CUTTING AND BLESSING 

It began in 2018 as a $30 million initiative to provide 
funding for much-needed seminary updates, the priest 
retirement fund and to help newly ordained priests 
burdened with student debt. But when the COVID-19 
pandemic hit in early 2020, the campaign expanded to 
help parishes fund their pressing needs. In a show of 
enormous support, generous donors far exceeded the 
original goal, raising more than $52 million with $12.9 
million of that to support the parishes. 

“We thought there would be only 4,000 donors, but not 
in our diocese. There were 13,520 donors,” Schultz said. 
Bishop Malesic credited the late Bishop Anthony Pilla for 
developing a vision to renovate the facilities. The bishop 
and Schultz both expressed gratitude to all those who 
took leadership and support roles in the Heart of a 
Shepherd campaign.

“Thank you, also, to our benefactors today. 

We celebrate the bricks and mortar,  

but you, dear benefactors, are the  

living stones of our church,”  

said Bishop Malesic.”

A MESSAGE FROM 
RICK SCHULTZ



1404 East Ninth Street
Cleveland, Ohio 44114

THANK YOU!
For your generosity to  

the campaign and for your 
continued prayers and  

commitment in supporting 
the priests of our diocese.

ONE PRIEST’S RETIREMENT: LIVING WITH PURPOSE AND JOY

To Learn More About The Campaign  
Or Make A Payment On Your Pledge, Go To:
www.catholiccommunity.org/shepherd
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Fr. John Manning has lived a full life 
in the Cleveland Diocese. He was 
ordained in 1972 and served at several 
parishes – including 21 years as pastor 
at St. Vincent de Paul Church – but 
most of his career was on the faculty 
of Borromeo College and St. Mary’s 
Seminary and Graduate School of 
Theology. Though still teaching an 
occasional course, Fr. Manning retired 
in 2021.  

Like many retired priests, Fr. Manning 
stays active in the church and is 
generous with his time. He fills in 
for pastors, helps with penance  
services, and gives presentations in 
the Theology on Tap program,  
including a series on the history of the 
Catholic Church in Cleveland, sharing 
his deep knowledge of history with 
humor and personal anecdotes.

As former Bishop’s Delegate for Senior 
Priests, Fr. Manning says many are 
pleased the diocese remembers their 
needs, especially with additional support 
from the Heart of a Shepherd campaign. 

“Many are retiring now, and there’s 
concern about finances as we rely on 
Social Security and the retired clergy 
pension. An increase is so important 
with inflation in groceries and other 
expenses.”

He was astounded by the generosity 
of donors to the Heart of a Shepherd 
campaign. “I thought most people 
wouldn’t know about the need for 
seminary renovations or helping 
retired priests. I’ve heard many priests 
say it is so gratifying and impressive.”

“… I WAS ORDAINED 
TO DO – TO PREACH, 

CELEBRATE AND 
WALK WITH PEOPLE.”


