
 

 

 U.S. bishops issue a ‘Special Message’ on immigration from Plenary Assembly in 

Baltimore 

Bishop Edward Malesic offered the following statement on the United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops’ message regarding immigration that was released Nov. 12. 

 Bishop (Michael) Woost and I joined our brother bishops in the United States and issued this 

special message on the current state of immigration in our country, realizing the pre-eminent 

dignity of every human being, following the call of Jesus who commands us to love as he loves 

us, desiring to stand with our brothers and sisters who are living in fear, asking for calm and 

peace for all involved and advocating again for responsible and reasonable immigration reform 

to fix a broken system and recapture the spirit of welcome that is characteristic of our national 

heritage. St Frances Xavier Cabrini, patron of immigrants, pray for us.  

 

As the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops gathered for their Fall Plenary Assembly in 

Baltimore, the bishops issued a special message addressing their concern for the evolving 

situation impacting immigrants in the United States. It marked the first time in 12 years the 

USCCB invoked this particularly urgent way of speaking as a body of bishops. The last one 

issued in 2013 was in response to the federal government’s contraceptive mandate. 

Under the regulations pertaining to statements and publications of the conference, a “Special 

Message” may only be issued at plenary assemblies, and they are statements which the president 

of the conference, the Administrative Committee, or the general membership consider to be 

appropriate in view of the circumstances at the time. To show the consensus of the body, a 

Special Message must receive 2/3 of the conference members present and voting at the plenary 

in order to pass. In a vote of 216 votes in favor, 5 votes against, and 3 abstentions, the bishops 

overwhelmingly approved the Special Message, with sustained applause of the body following 

the vote. 

The full text of the bishops’ Special Pastoral Message follows. 

As pastors, we the bishops of the United States are bound to our people by ties of communion 

and compassion in Our Lord Jesus Christ. We are disturbed when we see among our people a 

climate of fear and anxiety around questions of profiling and immigration enforcement. We are 

saddened by the state of contemporary debate and the vilification of immigrants. We are 



concerned about the conditions in detention centers and the lack of access to pastoral care. We 

lament that some immigrants in the United States have arbitrarily lost their legal status. We are 

troubled by threats against the sanctity of houses of worship and the special nature of hospitals 

and schools. We are grieved when we meet parents who fear being detained when taking their 

children to school and when we try to console family members who have already been separated 

from their loved ones.  

 Despite obstacles and prejudices, generations of immigrants have made enormous contributions 

to the well-being of our nation. We as Catholic bishops love our country and pray for its peace 

and prosperity. For this very reason, we feel compelled now in this environment to raise our 

voices in defense of God-given human dignity. 

 Catholic teaching exhorts nations to recognize the fundamental dignity of all persons, including 

immigrants. We bishops advocate for a meaningful reform of our nation’s immigration laws and 

procedures. Human dignity and national security are not in conflict. Both are possible if people 

of good will work together. 

We recognize that nations have a responsibility to regulate their borders and establish a just and 

orderly immigration system for the sake of the common good. Without such processes, 

immigrants face the risk of trafficking and other forms of exploitation. Safe and legal pathways 

serve as an antidote to such risks. 

The Church’s teaching rests on the foundational concern for the human person, as created in the 

image and likeness of God (Genesis 1:27). As pastors, we look to Sacred Scripture and the example 

of the Lord himself, where we find the wisdom of God’s compassion. The priority of the Lord, as 

the prophets remind us, is for those who are most vulnerable: the widow, the orphan, the poor 

and the stranger (Zechariah 7:10). In the Lord Jesus, we see the One who became poor for our sake 

(2 Corinthians 8:9), we see the Good Samaritan who lifts us from the dust (Luke 10:30–37), and we 

see the One who is found in the least of these (Matthew 25). The Church’s concern for neighbor 

and our concern here for immigrants is a response to the Lord’s command to love as He has 

loved us (John 13:34). 

To our immigrant brothers and sisters, we stand with you in your suffering, since, when one 

member suffers, all suffer (cf. 1 Corinthians 12:26). You are not alone!  

We note with gratitude that so many of our clergy, consecrated religious, and lay faithful already 

accompany and assist immigrants in meeting their basic human needs. We urge all people of 

good will to continue and expand such efforts.  

We oppose the indiscriminate mass deportation of people. We pray for an end to dehumanizing 

rhetoric and violence, whether directed at immigrants or at law enforcement. We pray that the 

Lord may guide the leaders of our nation, and we are grateful for past and present opportunities 

to dialogue with public and elected officials. In this dialogue, we will continue to advocate for 

meaningful immigration reform.  

https://us.cisionone.cision.com/c/eJwszU1uwyAQxfHTwI4IxjDGCxZRJV-g3Ud4Zpyg-KMFJ7l-larb35PenxNE8ha1JNcjDBF78PqWWIZZwIMNHbsQPIWhjzZEO9ngBVmXhIMLNnNwBIwX5xxIsC7GPg6gvG2F5V5-zJrLIrWZnkKYe555MriFBU_vQS_pdhzfTXVnBaOC8fV6nR6NaDrt9apgrNL2RyVpCsa1XGs-yr7ljT8-v_QqXLKpskhuYgqnP7j8g-rOLkKPXtdE9_2Z6aa85bKTNNlnWuQpS974HdLtqCLr-wM52ujImQgQjUfOZiDIJs-TRRDsMKN-JvgNAAD__9ypYJQ
https://us.cisionone.cision.com/c/eJwszLGO4yAUheGnwR0WXNsXXFBE2fVG2-xqt5oqInAdMzEmAySjmacfJZriNP-RPm9Au15gQ0YqhFGjgr5ZjO-EJd2BJoUznayc9SAe04oEAjTB4CgHYf0gHXg8SimBBiG1VnoE1osSPF3CG482rJQLV24YZuVnf-K4DSu2j6NZzVLrtbBux2BiMN3y2t5KG9sYIjlb6jWnSq62LkUGU2EwLQd32P_89_Hn8z--7H79re_Lda8uv_OZdZNP0YaNdT9eb6UGR3PKIcZwznarpU353ETywfJMK9lCPHjzDMfvwLqd1KCwb7Jxl3S3bmG98CE5KpRmt9KdVrv5J1VqJooPA70WWjrJNYDmPXrLRweW2_kkEAg7tNjcDXwFAAD__20jdBw


As disciples of the Lord, we remain men and women of hope, and hope does not disappoint! (cf. 

Romans 5:5) 

May the mantle of Our Lady of Guadalupe enfold us all in her maternal and loving care and draw 

us ever closer to the heart of Christ. 

https://us.cisionone.cision.com/c/eJwszEGOKiEQgOHTNDsMFFDAgoUbr2GgqlqJaPsan15_4mS2_598XCCRN6ik2IiQE0bw6lpiy9kZ9q4ZYNeCMyFYb2qOfgXyRvWC2QZTOVgCxrO1FiQYm1JMGRZvZme59X_6XvuQfepIIayRV24aH2Hg4TvUKNfX6zkXd1zgtMDp8_kc_k-idtj2ywInqm3vj_4cwhdRd-Fe9S5D6hTdufyG819Y3NEmiOjVXui2vStdF2-4byRTtpWGvGXUB39pNV-7yP1rICeTLFmdAJL2yFVngqrr2gyCoMOK6l3gJwAA__8mh1s4

