
Draft Minutes Resurrection November 2021 Pastoral Council Meeting  
Wed November 3, 2021 at  6:30 pm  

via Zoom  
 
 

Present: Pat Sormani, Linda Malm, Sharon Gidumal, Joe McClory,  Julie Edmiston, 
Steve Grise, Joe Quinn, Dick Schwer, Fr. Bill Graney (for Fr. Greg), Chip Schussler, 
Trish Herron, Dave Jezyk, Mike Rzucidlo, Linda Duffy, John Palombo, Maria Hunt. 
Absent: Henry Xavier  
Guests: Debbie Seymour, Ginger Kaminetzer, Mary Louise Chesley-Cora, Elaine Little. 

 
Call to Order/Welcome to council and guests 
Sharon welcomed everyone at 6:35 pm and thanked the new Council members for their 
willingness to serve. 
 
Reflection – Joe McClory 
 
Approval of October 2021 meeting Minutes  
After correction of minor typos, the minutes were approved. 
 
Pastor Comments/guidance 
Fr. Bill joined us tonight covering for Fr. Greg and provided some comments.  He 
endorsed the thanks that Sharon gave to all for their involvement.  
 
There is one issue to discuss and decide on whether to implement. Fr. Bill is offering to 
do a Saturday evening Mass in Advent, and he wondered if that will work for liturgy, 
musicians, etc. This would be for Advent only. It would probably help people who need 
a Saturday evening Mass for ease of scheduling. Others have gone to less attended 
Masses for more space as our Sunday Mass has gotten more crowded. Fr. Bill 
commented we need to recognize the idealism of having all at one liturgy, but the same 
Benedictine abbey that taught this also had more than one Mass to satisfy the needs of 
the crowd.  
 
Fr. Bill also said he had gotten feedback that it comes across as arrogant to say we only 
need 1 Mass. The diocese has asked us to return to our normal schedule, too. So these 
are the reasons to discuss this.  He is therefore asking for advice from Pastoral Council. 
 
Sharon asked if people feel strongly that we should not do this. Elaine thought yes, we 
should. John Palombo spoke as a musician, and he said getting the extra coverage will 
be difficult. We have trouble getting the coverage now. There have always been groups 
that have been particular about their schedule, and won’t play certain Masses, for 
example. Masses are scheduled through January. Sharon said we’ll only do this for the 
4 Saturdays in Advent, but it will be a challenge.  
 



Linda Malm would like to see us try it for Advent to see if it will bring people back.  She 
wondered if we could make it known that people are needed to help, so that people 
would come back. So it would be a good trial. 
 
Dick Schwer agreed with Linda.  For him, 9:30 on Sunday is early, so he’d love to see a 
Saturday night Mass. Others may be precluded from attending 9:30 am Mass due to 
schedules and other factors.  
 
Pat asked if we’ve lost music groups, John was not sure if we’ve lost many musicians. 
There was some discussion about the actual time period for the Saturday night Masses; 
Fr. Bill had mentioned December and January, but Sharon had suggested December. 
 
Dave Jezyk asked when Advent starts and Fr. Bill said it starts the last Sunday in 
November.  He agreed with John about the musicians and music ministry, which he 
treasures. He suggests an internal musician poll to see what is realistic.  Sharon 
thought that was a good suggestion. She also reminded us about the other liturgical 
ministries, which are also needed for Mass. 
 
So, this discussion is to get an idea of people’s opinions. Trish said she likes the idea, 
though she doesn’t particularly like ministering at those Masses but she is willing to help 
out with at least one Saturday evening Mass. 
 
Maria suggested polling the ministry groups to see if enough people would be available 
and willing to help out and then regroup after Advent. It might be possible to cover pretty 
easily for advent. 
 
Linda Duffy asked how many people we may have lost when we stopped the 
videotaped Mass, but Sharon said we wouldn’t know. Debbie only knew the Mass count 
in October was 160 people a week.  Sharon said we only know the people who actually 
came to Mass each week. 
 
Elaine suggested we could ask Debbie to put in a Friday newsletter a request for people 
to join in the various ministries. Pre-pandemic, for example, the music groups may have 
seemed well established. We might be able to get some new people to join or former 
participants to return. Also Elaine offered that as long as we had a cantor and a single 
musician that would be fine for Mass. 
 
So Council seems warm to the idea.  
 
Steve added in response to Linda Duffy that the view counts for the videos are known 
but they have no correlation to the number of people in the parish. He thought we 
should not do a poll; if we decide to have Saturday evening Mass, we’ll do it and just 
ask people to volunteer. We’ll find people. The people of Resurrection always step up.  
He added, we’re only talking about 4 weeks. We can develop a habit, and he 
questioned what happens when someone shows up on a Saturday night afterward 
Advent, so he is hesitant to do it on a temporary basis. He also thinks Fr. Greg needs to 
have input on this since he is coming back. 
 



Debbie thanked Steve for his comments.  
 
Sharon thanked Fr. Bill for his offer to celebrate Saturday evening Mass during Advent. 
 
Committee Reports/Updates  

• Elections Committee – Results 
 
o New Council Members -Sharon asked each person to introduce themselves in 30 

seconds, saying who they are and why they’re here. 
 
Sharon also introduced the new committee representatives, and welcomed Chip 
as the Finance Council representative as well. All introduced themselves briefly. 
 

o Setting Up Monthly Meeting schedule – Date/day/ time 
Sharon suggested we could meet in person in a social meeting in December, as 
part of getting to know one another.  She wondered about Sunday after Mass, or 
weekday evening. We need to pick a date and time. 
 

o Discussion about meetings? 
Sharon asked if people are willing to meet in person or do people prefer Zoom. 
It’s hard to have a big discussion on Zoom.  Trish mentioned she prefers in 
person meetings.  
 
Sharon asked about lunch on a Sunday afternoon in December, after Mass.  
There was discussion about whether this would interfere with coffee & donuts 
after Mass, and CFP meeting at 10:45 – 11:45.  
 
The meeting would need to be in a meeting room. Elaine wondered about having 
a meal, in close contact.  Dave Jezyk asked if CFP meets every week; yes, it 
does meet almost every week, but they don’t use the two biggest meeting rooms. 
Dave liked the idea of an in-person December meeting, and he liked the idea of 
brown bagging it. And he suggested we could meet in the worship space.  
 
Debbie asked if Elaine had Confirmation class that day, at noon, and she does, 
so she needs a room and the worship space. 
 
We could have a gathering in the worship space on December 5, but Maria 
indicated there may be a baptism. Mike suggested room 4, but it’s not well 
ventilated. We really need to do it in the worship space.  Linda Malm thought if 
we had a business meeting first we could be in the gathering space for that part. 
 
Linda Duffy asked about having it after a Saturday evening Mass, but we don’t 
know yet if we’re going to do the evening Masses. 
 
Council agreed to meet at 12 pm December 5.  A short business meeting will be 
held first followed by a social gathering. 
 



o Election of new officers – process, timing 
It was decided to put off the election of new officers to January. 
 
 

• Finance Council – Chip Schussler 
Chip said there was not much to report this time. We had a good 1st quarter of the 
new fiscal year, at $25K ahead of budget for the quarter. We are well positioned, 
and know we have some extra expenses due to visiting presiders, but we also 
have some positions that haven’t been filled and won’t be filled until early next 
year. We can handle all this and still stay within our budget confines. 
 
We’re not doing a formal stewardship campaign with cards. Given the 
extraordinary performance last year, at only 6% under budget (by far the best 
performance of other parishes he’s heard about), the message is just one of 
gratitude for the commitment of the Resurrection community to our parish. 
 
Dave asked if it’s primarily because of electronic giving, and Chip said that has 
definitely helped.  But he also said people made sure they sent in contributions if 
they were not doing electronic giving.   
 
Sharon asked about information for next week’s bulletin and newsletter, and 
whether Chip can get together whatever message he wants to put out about this. 
He has a short presentation that shows the messaging, and will send it to Sharon, 
Fr. Bill, Fr. Greg, for feedback, and then will send to Debbie to put on the parish 
website and reference in the newsletter. The financial statement will also get put in 
the bulletin as a handout. So we’ll try to get it out in a variety of different ways.  
Monday is the deadline for the bulletin, but it can always go in the following 
Monday. 
 

• Liturgy Report  
Steve Grise reported. Besides the question of Saturday evening Mass, things are 
going pretty well. Priests are scheduled, we’ve have added a second Christmas 
Eve Mass, so Mass is at 4 pm and 6 pm on Christmas Eve. We made it through All 
Saints and All Souls days. Things are going well, thanks to all of the volunteers, all 
of the ministers, all doing everything well. 
 
Sharon observed that there are some people who are so dedicated.  She 
especially noted Cindy Mooney with the environment, Laura with the musician 
schedule, the Cotés with the sacristan schedules. 
 
Chip commented that 4 pm Christmas Eve Mass in the past had a bit more 
complicated setup and he offered to help with set up and take down.  Steve 
thanked Chip and acknowledged it will be interesting to see what happens this 
year. 
 

• Religious Education –Maria Hunt 
Maria Hunt provided an update from Anne D’Ascoli. On October 31, everyone 
played “All Saint blackout bingo.” The kids and assistants had a great time! Tonight 



is sacrament prep for 1st Reconciliation from 5:45-7:00 pm. The Gratitude Prayer 
Service will be held on November 21st. There be no CFP on November 28.  Anne 
is looking for a part-time catechist for K/1. 
 
Maria also provided an update from Elaine on the High school and Middle School 
youth group. The group met on October 3 and 17, and will meet on November 7 
and 21. With regards to the Summer Service Trip, the Capriotti’s sale benefitting 
the service trip goes through November 8, with pickup on November 14. The 
Winter Arts Festival is scheduled for January 22 and the Auction runs from January 
14 – 22. Online donation requests have gone out and we’ve received donations 
from the Flyers and Steelers. Additional donation requests will be mailed by 
November 5.  The first Confirmation class with the youth and a guardian is on 
December 12. 

 
• Parish Life  

Linda Malm reported. The Thanksgiving information is avilable for outreach. Linda 
is also in touch with agencies for Christmas, and we are waiting for information. 
 
There may be a problem with the clickable list for Thanksgiving donations.  Debbie 
thought it worked in her test, but will investigate. 
 
Dick commented regarding the food gift cards listed, he didn’t see Food Lion on 
the list. Linda said the agencies say the other two stores that are listed are more 
convenient, but thought they may still be able to use Food Lion cards and are 
happy to have them. 

 
• Social Concerns  

Trish Herron reported.  Zingo’s receipts for $62,326.71 for the first 6 months of the 
year were turned in and so Zingo’s sent a check for $623.26 to the parish for the 
food closet. 
 
The committee has worked on a brochure of agencies supported, and this will be 
out this week or next. 
 
A vote is required to use a revised description of “Social Concerns” in By-Laws that 
was recently developed for Council elections because the current language is 
lacking. New proposed language was sent out to Council in advance of the 
meeting.  
 
After a minor correction, Council voted to approve the change.  

 
Thanks to previous Pastoral Council members!  Previous members are free to 
leave the meeting. 
  
New Business 
  

• Overview of Bylaws – Dick Schwer 
Sharon asked Dick Schwer to provide a brief summary.  She suggested new 



members familiarize themselves with the bylaws. Dick agreed with that, and he 
offered to discuss any questions that come up with folks. Dick is the chair and only 
member of the bylaws committee. Following is a summary of what was presented. 
 
Preamble, purpose and responsibilities—it is very important for people to read and 
understand these sections. 
 
Article 3 deals with Council membership.  
 
Under article 4, the Order of Business is listed. An Agenda is drawn up by 
executive committee and approved by the pastor, so that happens in advance of 
the Council meeting.  
 
Dick pointed out we have a need to have members attend meetings to meet 
requirements for a quorum. We need at least 7 out of 10 or 11 members to 
constitute a quorum. 
 
Dick assumed stewards will divide up alphabet and represent parishioners in that 
group; that should happen in the next month or so. 
 
In Article 6, each steward is asked to provide an alternate. Each standing 
committee representative is also asked to provide an alternate, preferably from that 
committee. Appointees are asked to provide an alternate in consultation with the 
pastor.  Council members can ask any alternate to attend for them, not just their 
own named alternate. 
 
The bylaws indicate if there are more than 2 unexcused absences with no 
alternate, or more than 4 excused absences with alternate, the person’s term may 
be terminated. 
 
Article 7 gives information about officers.  Elections for officers are normally in 
September, but this time they will occur in January, so the process is a bit 
truncated. There are 8 members  (the 4 stewards and 4 committee 
representatives) eligible to be officers. 
 
Council should develop a long-range plan in conjunction with the parish vision 
statement and goals of the pastor. This should probably happen early next year. 
 
Dick also mentioned the Property & Grounds committee, which does not have a 
representative on Council. 
 
Dick asked everyone to take some time and go through the bylaws and make sure 
they understand them. 
 

• Resurrection Leadership  
Sharon reported for information, a notice to council that a sub-team has been 
getting together to help with decisions and guidance in the parish, with Fr. Greg out 
on medical leave. Since then, Fr. Bill has joined the team to help.  



 
The team has met twice and will meet again in December. Debbie said it was good 
to get everyone on the same page, working together, and communicating; it 
cleared up a lot of confusion. 
 
Sharon noted Fr. Greg had notified the diocese of his need for a medical leave and 
asked for administrative help, which didn’t come. She and Fr. Bill drafted a letter 
asking for help since we are without a pastor. Fr. Bill said he is willing to help out in 
the interim.  
 

What’s the “ Good News”/ What’s the Buzz   - 
Mike Rzucidlo asked whether we could have people standing for Communion again. 
Right now people are sitting but then the Eucharistic ministers can’t see who needs 
communion brought to them because everyone’s sitting. Elaine said Mary Beth Coté 
had thought this process of sitting during Communion would work, and people would 
raise their hand to have Communion brought to them. It was agreed there probably 
needs to be another reminder for people to raise their hand to have Communion 
brought to them in their seat. John Palombo said they will reiterate it this coming 
Sunday. 
 
Joe McClory commented that the garden is winding down and it was very successful, 
with lots of fresh produce brought as donations to agencies. He and Linda Malm worked 
very hard on it.  Sharon commented also on how nice the garden party in August was.  
Linda commented that there are some people at Resurrection because of the gardening 
opportunity. 
 
Linda Malm wondered what meeting night will work for the new Council, and asked if we 
should talk about it now. Sharon thought it’s better discussed in December at the in-
person meeting. It’s up to the new council to work out. Linda commented that Monday 
and Thursday don’t work for her. 
 
Sharon commented a routine meeting time is important. 
 
Linda Duffy indicated it’s hard for her to meet on Sundays because of driving back and 
forth to the parish, for Mass and then a meeting, although Zoom is always fine. 
 
Fr. Bill then provided the rest of his update, which included the following items. He 
mentioned they are planning on adding a railing on the steps up to the altar for support. 
He also indicated if a family wants a priest to visit a hospital patient, please call the 
Pastoral Care office of the hospital to assist with approved arrangements. And as 
mentioned in the Dialog, the diocese will have an opportunity for input for the 
International Synod on Synodality; please stay posted.  

Fr. Bill also mentioned that a group of parishioners has had sessions on Zoom 
regarding action and opinions on racism.  For information, there is a website called  
Catholics United for Black lives.  This helps Increases awareness of Black Catholics.  
Earlier this year, the Pew Study on Black Religious life was released. There is also an 
hour presentation on YouTube called “Unpacking Black American Religious Life.”  It 
shows that the majority of churchgoers are open to diversity 



 
Other items 
Debbie commented that the Matthew Kelly book, Life is Messy, arrived today. These will 
be distributed at Christmas; 250 books were ordered, which should be plenty. 
 

Closing Prayer-  Fr. Bill gave a closing prayer. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:06 pm. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Pat Sormani 


