
In “A Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickens, 

Ebenezer Scrooge is visited by three spirits who 

guide him to a change of heart. One year after 

Dickens published the book, while on vacation in Italy,  

Dickens himself claimed to have received an apparition at night. 

He wrote that a presence appeared to him who, “wore a blue 

drapery, as the Madonna might in a picture by Raphael;  

and bore no resemblance to any one I have known except in 

stature… It was so full of compassion and sorrow for me.”  

Dickens cried out to the presence, “Answer me one question! 

What is the True religion? … perhaps the Roman Catholic is  

the best? Perhaps it makes one think of God oftener,  

and believe in him more steadily? ‘For you,’ said the Spirit,  

full of such heavenly tenderness for me, that I felt as if my heart 

would break; ‘for you it is the best!’” 

Did Dickens receive a visit from the Blessed Virgin Mary?  

Most Catholics would suppose so. Dickens, up to that point,  

had been hostile to Catholicism – but that evening something 

 in his heart became opened.  

Every year, on January 1, we celebrate Mary, the Mother  

of God. Keep her, and your spiritual life, in mind as you  

consider New Year’s resolutions. Give God a little openness,  

and wondrous things can happen.  
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and celebrate our Catholic Faith, 

God and our neighbor, 

as disciples of Jesus Christ. 
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From Our Pastor January 1, 2023 

Tuesday, Jan. 10 from 6:30-7:30 PM  

in the Adoration Chapel at St. Vincent's  

This is a Holy Hour where we focus our prayer and time  

with Christ for an increase in vocations to the priesthood and 

consecrated life as well as spiritual support for the existing  

vocations. Come join us as we "pray to the Lord of the harvest." 

This will be offered the second Tuesday of each month. 

Adoration for Vocations Holy Hour 

9-week program starting Monday, January 9 

Learn how to talk about money issues, how to budget for paying 
off debt and/or for financial success in the future.  Easy to  

understand presentations on budgeting, insurance, mortgages, 
and investments will help simplify even the most complex issues.  
This is an educational program only – meant to feed your faith-
life as a good steward of God’s blessing. There will be no one 

pitching products to you. If you need childcare, please contact us 
immediately so we can make arrangements. This makes both a 
wonderful Christmas gift and a practical New Year’s Resolution. 

Sign up at saintvdp.org/financial-peace-university  

or contact okey@saintvdp.org for more information. 

Free Financial Peace Program  

https://saintvdp.org/financial-peace-university
mailto:okey@saintvdp.org


   

Please pray for the souls of… 

    † Harry Shore          †  David Langsdale  

                         †  Frances Giese  

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,  

and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

May the souls of all the faithful departed,  

             through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.  

Monday Morning Mass Social 

Next Monday, Jan. 9 after the 8 AM Mass  

in the Community Rm 

We will be serving coffee & treats after Morning Mass. 

Please join us — all are invited! 

2nd Collection Next Weekend 

Our second collection this month will be for Feed My Starving  

Children, a Christian non-profit organization that coordinates the 

packaging and distribution of food to people in developing  

nations. Please use your designated 2nd Collection Envelope from 

your envelope packets or mark your donation as 2nd Collection.  

Mass Intentions for January 2-8 

Monday 8:00 AM † Irene & Ronald Binks 

Tuesday 8:00 AM † Eugene Sinner 

Wednesday 8:00 AM † Theresa Deblieck 

Thursday 8:00 AM † Don Pfau 

Friday 8:00 AM † Irene & Ronald Binks 

Saturday 5:00 PM   † Phyllis Weber 

Sunday 7:30 AM † Robert Thurler 

 9:00 AM † Sharon Heuring & † Mary Gleason  

                  11:00 AM   Parishioners 

Readings for this Week 

Sunday:  Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 (2a)/Gal 4:4-7/

Lk 2:16-21  

Monday: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:2-3ab, 3cd-4/Jn 1:19-28  

Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:29—3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6/Jn 1:29-34  

Wednesday: 1 Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9/Jn 1:35-42  

Thursday: 1 Jn 3:11-21/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/Jn 1:43-51  

Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/ 

Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-28 or 3:23, 31-34, 36, 38  

Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a, and 

9b/Jn 2:1-11  

Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 (see 11)/

Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

The early deadline for the Jan. 8 bulletin edition has passed. 

Tuesdays, Jan. 10—Mar. 7 from 12—1:30 PM 

"Abide In Me" is a 9-week Group Spiritual Direction program  

beginning soon. Do you desire to grow closer to our Lord and 

grow deeper in your prayer life? Our Lord is ready to become 

your intimate friend. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus will guide 

each participant and draw each into a deeper relationship with 

Him. Attendees will be trained to pray with scripture and journal 

the experience with the Lord. Participants will be asked to: attend 

all 9 sessions, pray for 30 minutes daily, and journal their experi-

ence. Group size is limited. You must be registered to attend. Call 

the parish office at (763) 425-2210 with questions or to register. 

Group Spiritual Direction Program 

Monday-Thursday: 8 AM – 3 PM & Friday: 8 AM – Noon 

The office will be closed on Monday, Jan. 2 for New Year’s.  

Parish Office Hours  

Extreme Faith Camp pre-registration has opened for all Middle 

School (6-8 grade) students! EFC is our most highly anticipated and 

popular event of the year! We’re doing pre-registration this year 

to make sure that our 8th grade students are able to get into camp 

since that is the last year they will be able to go as campers. Pre-

registration runs until Jan. 12, 2023 when general registration will 

open. Spots are limited, and already filling up, so sign up now!  

Head to saintvdp.org/efc-2023-pre-registration for more  

information and to save your spot today! Contact Jonathan 

Schwartzbauer with any questions at jschwartz@saintvdp.org. 

Extreme Faith Camp Pre-Registration 

Saturday, January 21 at 6:00 PM in Regan Hall  

Men of St. Vincent's, please mark your calendar for our next  

Men's Club event and join us for food, beer, and a good time  

just being together while watching some football playoff games. 

All men connected to our parish and school community  

are welcome! More details forthcoming. 

Men’s Club Event 

Saturday, Feb. 11 

Do you have a movie-themed musical number, 

stage act, magic trick, dance routine or some 

other talent you’d like to share with the SVDP 

community? Consider sharing your talent and having fun on stage 

with others. We will have “try out’s” in early January with  

very little time commitments for the show to follow. Musical  

accompaniment will be provided for rehearsals and the show  

if needed. Questions? Contact Tony Freeman in the office. 

SVDP Ladies’ Event with Bunco 

Tuesday, Jan. 31 at 7 PM in Regan Hall 

Save the Date for a ladies event featuring a lively 

night of “Bunco!”. All ladies of the parish welcome  

to join for an evening of fellowship, fun, snacks, and beverages! 

Parish Mission on Wednesday, Feb. 1 

Save the date for our parish mission from 6-7:30 PM on  

February 1, featuring guest speaker Mari Pablo.  

Thank you to everyone who donated.   

May you know the joy you have given to total strangers. 

Thursday, Jan. 5 from 9:30-11 AM in the Comm. Rm. 

Free childcare provided in the West Meeting Room.  

New people are always welcome—come join us! 

Moms Morning Out  

http://www.saintvdp.org/efc-2023-pre-registration
mailto:jschwartz@saintvdp.org

