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A Letter from 
Bishop Estévez
Regarding 
Father John H. 
Dux 
See pg. 6 to read the letter 
from the bishop regard-
ing the accusations of 
sexual abuse.

“I have promised, and I will do it, says 
the LORD.”

“lo dije y lo cumplí” 
- Ezekiel 37: - 
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We have begun to live 
stream many of our Masses. 
Find out more on our social 
media. 

Mass Times
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Sabrina Sanchez
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THE SACRAMENT 
OF BAPTISM

Baptism Classes are the third 
Sunday of each month at 1 
p.m. in English in the Library 
and 3 p.m. in Spanish in the 
Conference Room. The regis-
tration and sponsor/godparent 
forms are available at catholic-
gators.org. Please contact Gail 
Fitzsimmons (gail@catholic-
gators.org) with questions.

THE SACRAMENT 
OF MARRIAGE

Couples should meet with a 
priest 6 months prior to the 
wedding. The wedding date 
should not be scheduled prior 
to speaking with a priest. To 
schedule a preliminary meet-
ing, contact Gail Fitzsimmons 
(gail@catholicgators.org).

SACRAMENTAL 
PREPARATION

Call the office (352.372.3533) 
for information on First Rec-
onciliation, First Communion, 
High School Confirmation, & 
Adult Confirmation prepara-
tion.
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This week’s Masses 

Offertory for March 22, 2020
Offertory  $ 0
Electronic Giving  $ 1,175.00
TOTAL  $ 1,175.00
During this time of suspended Masses we encourage our parishioners to switch their giving 

online at catholicgators.org/give or via Venmo. We are so grateful for your continued support 
especially during this hardship.

Date Intentions Reading
Sunday, 
March 29
Fifth Sunday of Lent

9:00 a.m. 
11:30 a.m. 
1:30 p.m. 
5:30 p.m. For the parish
7:30 p.m. Souls in Purgatory 
by Marinella de Flores

Ez 37:12-14
Ps 130:1-8
Rom 8:8-11
Jn 11:1-45

Monday, 
March 30
Monday of the Fifth Week 
of Lent

12 p.m. 
5:30 p.m. +Katheryne 
Padgett by Marinella de Flores

Dv 13:1-9, 15-17, 
19-30, 33-62
Ps 23:1-6
Jn 8:1-11

Tuesday, 
March 31
Tuesday of the Fifth Week 
of Lent

12 p.m. 
5:30 p.m. 

Nm 21:4-9
Ps 102:2-3, 16-21
Jn 8:21-30

Wednesday, 
Apri 1
Wednesday of the Fifth Week 
of Lent

12 p.m. 
5:30 p.m.

Dn 3:14-20, 91-
92, 95
Dn 3:52-56
Jn 8:31-42

Thursday, 
April 2
Thursday of the Fifth Week 
of Lent

12 p.m. Vocations
5:30 p.m. Souls in Purgatory 
by Marinella de Flores

Gn 17:3-9
Ps 105:4-9
Jn 8:51-59

Friday, 
April 3
Friday of the Fifth Week of 
Lent

12 p.m.  
5:30 p.m. +Katheryne 
Padgett by Marinella de Flores

Jer 20:10-13
Ps 18:2-7
Jn 10:31-42

Saturday, 
April 4
Saturday of the Fifth Week 
of Lent

5:30 p.m.  (Sunday Vigil) Ez 37:21-28
Jer 31:10-13
Jn 11:45-56
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Our Parish

What did the baby 
corn say to the 
momma corn??

Where’s POPcorn!

Fr. David’s 
Dad Joke of 

the Week

Pray a rosary or 
Divine Mercy 

Chaplet for all of 
those suffering 

from COVID-19.

Weekly 
Challenge

St. Augustine Church and Catholic Student Center

March 29, 2020 | Fifth Sunday in Lent | Quinto Domingo Cuaresma

St. Augustine Reflection
This is the most uneasy Reflection that I 
have ever had to write over many years. 
We are at the cusp of the COVID-19 co-
rona virus pandemic impacting our lives 
in Gainesville. As of Tuesday, March 24, 
there have only been 35 documented 
cases in Alachua County. By the time 
you are reading this, the situation will 
likely have deteriorated significantly. At 
the University of Florida and Sante Fe 
College all classes and meetings are be-
ing held online to cut back on interper-
sonal contact. The city and county insti-
tuted rules curtailing public gatherings 
and businesses. All public masses have 
been cancelled by Bishop Estevez.

What are we to do? The readings for 
this Sunday focus on renewed life, as a 
foreshadow of eternal life through our 
Savior, Jesus. Frankly, death, disease, 
and economic hardship are on every-
one’s mind. Some people’s faith is being 
shaken, as they ask why God is letting 
this happen. The Catholic faith is not a 
prosperity gospel. Jesus did not promise 
His followers a worry-free and pain-free 
life. He did promise to be with us until 
the end of time. And this is not the end 
of time. This crisis will pass.  

Rather than question our faith or God’s 
love for us, we should pray all the more 

fervently for the gift of the Holy Spirit 
to guide us as individuals, as well as our 
civic and Church leaders. We should 
pray for God’s mercy and healing. We 
need now, more than ever, very wise and 
strong leadership in our government 
and Church. We, as individuals, need to 
make informed, loving, and caring deci-
sions at every moment of our lives.

With Masses suspended, it is a very dif-
ficult, but temporary, blow to our faith 
lives. But remember, the presence of Je-
sus in us is not like a chemical that de-
cays with time. If we stay faithful to Him, 
He will stay faithfully in us. And the Fa-
ther has assured us that He will always 
give us His Holy Spirit when we ask.

One final practical note for the par-
ish and student center – for those of us 
who are not being financially impacted 
by the COVID-19 crisis, even though 
we are not attending Mass to be able to 
contribute to the collection, the finan-
cial needs of St. A’s have not gone down. 
Please continue to contribute online via 
the Donate link on the home page or via 
Venmo. Please be generous to charities 
that are assisting our brothers and sisters 
who are suffering.
Paul A. Gulig
Chair, Parish Council & Service Ministry

Follow Us to stay updated!

/CatholicGatorsPage

medium.com/
catholic-gators-blog

www.catholicgators.org

@CatholicGators

info@catholicgators.org

@CatholicGators

During this time checking our website and social media 
accounts are the best way to stay updated. You may also 
call the parish office with questions at (352) 372-3533.



St. Augustine Church and Catholic Student Center
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News

Following the Bishop’s cancelation of all public liturgies until further notice and the county’s 
stay at home order, the church building is now closed until further notice. We will live stream 
Sunday Masses; our priests will be available for confessions by appointment. To make an ap-
pointment for confession, please email Fr. David at frdavid@catholicgators.org or Fr. Nick at 
frnick@catholicgators.org. Please be aware that in order for the sacrament to be valid, confes-
sions do need to happen face to face, they cannot be done via video or on the phone. 

In addition, all events are canceled until further notice. Our priests will continue to offer up 
daily Mass for your intentions. If you have a Mass intention you would like to submit, please 
submit it on this form: https://forms.gle/D6TWJtesRECYH6SN7. If you have requested a 
Mass intention for Mass already, the priests will be honoring them in their private Masses on 
the date you requested. For information or questions please email our parish secretary, Cecile, 
at cecile@catholicgators.org

We also want to be able to minister in the best way possible, please help us to know how we 
can best serve you during this time by filling out this google form: https://forms.gle/8MX-
Fv1WALhueJ1z39. Let us not forget to pray for one another and to put our trust in our loving 
Lord and our Blessed Mother. 

Our Lady of La Leche, pray for us!



St. Augustine Church and Catholic Student Center
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Noticias

Después de la cancelación por parte del Obispo de todas las liturgias públicas hasta nuevo 
aviso, y la orden de permanencia en el hogar del condado de Alachua, el edificio de la Iglesia 
permanecerá cerrado hasta nuevo aviso. Tendremos las misas dominicales en vivo; nuestros 
sacerdotes estarán disponibles para confesiones con cita previa. Para hacer una cita para la 
confesión, envíe un correo electrónico al p. David en frdavid@catholicgators.org o el p. Nick 
en  frnick@catholicgators.org. Tenga en cuenta que para que el sacramento sea válido, las 
confesiones deben realizarse cara a cara, no se pueden hacer por video o por teléfono.
Además, todos los eventos se cancelan hasta nuevo aviso. Nuestros sacerdotes continuarán 
ofreciendo Misa diaria por sus intenciones. Si tiene una intención que desea enviar, en-
víela en este formulario: https://forms.gle/WpMHEgxS3ac19ar58. Si ya ha solicitado una 
intención de mis, los sacerdotes las honrarán en sus misas privadas en la fecha que solicitó. 
Para información o preguntas, envíe un correo electrónico a nuestra secretaria de la parro-
quia, Cecile, a cecile@catholicgators.org
 
También queremos poder ayudar de la mejor manera posible, permítanos saber cómo po-
demos servirle mejor durante este tiempo al completar este formulario de Google: https://
forms.gle/TB6PmUwh9jpbYLUu6. No olvidemos orar los unos por los otros y confiar en 
nuestro amoroso Señor y nuestra Santísima Madre.
 
¡Nuestra Señora de La Leche, ruega por nosotros!



St. Augustine Church and Catholic Student Center
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A Letter from Bishop Felipe J. Estévez 
to the Catholic Community Regarding Father John H. Dux 

March 23, 2020 

Today, I am sad to announce that I have removed the priestly faculties of Father John H. Dux, who was 
accused of sexual abuse of a minor when he served as a parochial vicar of St. Patrick Parish in 
Gainesville. Father Dux is retired and living in South Carolina. The Diocese of Charleston and the 
Archdiocese for Military Services-USA has been notified of his status.  

The diocese received the complaint in May 2019 from an attorney acting on behalf of his client. Father 
Dux’s faculties were suspended immediately, pending the outcome of an investigation. Information about 
the claim was provided to the state attorney for the 13th Judicial Circuit (Hillsborough County), where the 
abuse allegedly occurred in 1976. Due to the statute of limitations in Florida, the state did not initiate an 
investigation. 

To determine the truth, and to ensure the safety and well-being of our vulnerable populations, the 
Diocesan Review Board conducted a thorough review of the claim. They determined there was a 
semblance of truth and found the allegation to be credible.  

We have had no prior credible allegations of sexual misconduct with a minor against Father Dux. He was 
ordained to the priesthood on April 14, 1973. And while he has not been found guilty in a civil court of 
law, the matter is still under canonical review by the church. 

If anyone has been harmed by Father Dux or any other employee of the diocese, please contact law 
enforcement or the Florida Department of Children and Families by calling 1-800-962-2873. You can 
also contact the Diocesan Victim Assistant Coordinator, Tina Nugent, by calling (904) 208-6979 or email 
inquiries@dosafl.com. 

The U.S. bishop’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People calls for a “zero tolerance” 
policy regarding clergy who have a confirmed or proven allegation of sexual misconduct with a minor 
child. I am committed to providing a safe environment for children and vulnerable adults, and no clergy 
or other employees will remain in ministry who is a danger to them.  

I apologize for the publicity that will surround this announcement. I invite all of us to come together as a 
family of faith, ready to be a healing people – a forgiving and loving people as Christ calls us to be. 

Father Dux served in the following locations of the diocese: 

Parochial Vicar  St. Paul Parish, Jacksonville 1973-1974 
Religion Teacher Bishop Kenny High School, Jacksonville 1973-1974 
Parochial Vicar  St. Patrick Parish, Gainesville  1974-1977 
Administrator  St. Madeleine Sophie Parish, High Springs* 1977-1983 
Pastor  St. Madeleine Sophie Parish, High Springs* 1983-1985 
Chaplain  United States Navy 1985-1998 

* St. Madeleine Parish, at this time, oversaw the missions of Holy Cross in Cross City, and St. John
the Evangelist in Chiefland.


