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Once a Charger, Always a Charger
No, we don’t mean a device charger or even charger with a credit card (although we admit it might feel that way when one is shopping 

for school or sports equipment). We mean a St. Dots Charger, the cavalry horse that is our school’s mascot. 
St. Dorothy School is blessed to have so many people who remain devoted to the school and its mission for years. In past newsletters, 

we: provided updates on our passionate alumni; we thanked long-time coaches, teachers, and the countless volunteers comprised of both 
current parents as well as those whose children had long since graduated. In truth, many of those people belong in more than one of those 
categories. Simply stated, once St. Dot’s has touched a person, it often becomes a part of them that never diminishes.  
In this newsletter, you will see the following testaments to this truth: 

Group photo from the All-Class Reunion… a great time was had by all!!!

Knowing there are people we can count on year after year means so much. With a committed base of support, St. Dots  

is able to make plans for coming years and continue to enhance the learning environment for our students.

In November, we celebrated 
the 60th anniversary of the 
Turkey Bowl. 
So many parents and children, uncles  
and nephews, sisters and aunts,  
indeed generations of  
St. Dorothy families have participated.

Our All-Class Reunion 
celebrated alumni from near and 
far who came back to see how their 
beloved school has changed.

Our school staff is comprised of devoted, trained educators, several of whom have 
continued to hone their skills by obtaining graduate degrees and additional certifications. 

This is just a glimpse of the highly qualified professionals that make up

ST. DOROTHY’S FACULTY: 

Our Annual Fund donors are equally faithful.  

Twenty percent of our donors  
have contributed every year since the Annual  
Fund was started. 

ONE Administrator and ONE Administrative Assistant

TWENTY Full-time Teachers, SIX Part-time teachers, THREE Classroom aides

    TWENTY-EIGHT Bachelors degrees 

    TEN Masters degrees with TWO more pending 

    THIRTY-FOUR varied Certifications in Education
Other Specialty Areas: 

Reading Specialists, Social Studies, English, 
Special Education, Latin American Studies, 
Opera and Theater, and Wilson Practitioner



2

The Newsletter for St. Dorothy 
Roman Catholic School is compiled 
by the Development Committee for 
distribution to alumni, alumni parents, 
current school families, and friends of 
St. Dorothy School. Its purpose is to 
communicate, on a semi-annual basis, 
the state of our enrollment, happenings 
of interest, an accounting of funds 
raised and spent, and to acknowledge 
contributors to our Annual Fund.

Newsletter purpose

Fr. Michael Murphy  
(Pastor)

Karen Tomasetti 
(Principal)

Carolyn Corr  
(Chair)

Dani Cahill
Jean Callahan  

(Faculty Representative)
Nick Caramanico 

(Finance Committee representative)
Jennifer Corcoran

Joe Dougherty  
(Parish Manager)
Stephen Frein

Stephanie Gillin
Jonathan Gust

Kelly Gust
Alicia Lain

Dan O’Mara
Alan Pietrewicz
Mark Romano

Stephanie Russo  
(Home & School Assoc. 

representative)
Christine Schumacher

Susan Short
Matt Stewart

You can contact the  
Development Committee 

through the school office or 
development@stdots.org.

Development 
Committee
Members

Congratulations to our  
Scholarship Recipients

The 2019 Graduating Class received a total of $756,000 in scholarship rewards! 
Congratulations to all the following recipients (note: Below list is as of March 4th, 2019):
Alessia Astuto  Cardinal O’Hara High School, and Sacred Heart Academy
Caitlyn Breslin  Academy of Notre Dame, Cardinal O’Hara High School, Sacred 

Heart Academy, and Merion Mercy Academy
Ashley Ciampitti Cardinal O’Hara High School, and Merion Mercy Academy
Thomas Dinh  Cardinal O’Hara High School, Devon Preparatory School, and  

St. Joseph Preparatory School
Michael DiTrolio Cardinal O’Hara High School, and St. Joseph Preparatory School
Gretchen Dorsey  Academy of Notre Dame, Merion Mercy Academy, Monsignor 

Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast High School, and Villa Maria 
Academy High School

McKenna Foody Merion Mercy Academy
Thomas Frein   Neumann Scholar – Archbishop John Carroll High School, and  

Malvern Preparatory School
Maura Grady  Cardinal O’Hara High School
Tara Grady  Cardinal O’Hara High School
Collin Gross  Cardinal O’Hara High School, and Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop 

Prendergast High School
Joseph Gross  Cardinal O’Hara High School, and Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop 

Prendergast High School
Jack Habicht Cardinal O’Hara High School
Katia Hemphill Academy of Notre Dame
Katherine Le Cardinal O’Hara High School
Brendan McGuire Archmere Academy
Emily McKenna  Sacred Heart Academy, and Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop 

Prendergast High School
Riley Morrissey  Cardinal O’Hara High School, and Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop 

Prendergast High School
Lauren O’Mara Cardinal O’Hara High School
Colin Short  Archmere Academy, and Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop 

Prendergast High School
Kristen Webb Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast High School

Neumann Scholarship Winner
The Neumann Scholars Program, 

developed and sponsored by the Connelly 
Foundation, was formed to honor St. John 
Neumann, the founder of our parochial 
schools. In the previous newsletter, we 
were pleased to share with you that 22 
of our St. Dorothy’s current 8th grade 
students were invited to take the Neumann 
Scholarship Test. Now, it is with great 
pride and happiness that we announce that 
one of those students, Tommy Frien, has 
been awarded a Neumann Scholarship!!! 
Students designated as Neumann Scholars 
are offered four-year scholarships to 
any of the seventeen Archdiocesan high 
schools. Tommy has decided to use this 
scholarship to continue his education at 
Archbishop John Carroll High School. 
Congratulations, Tommy!!!

Facebook:
facebook.com/StDots 

Instagram:
@stdotsschool @stdotsarts

 

Twitter:
@StDorothySchool

FOLLOW ST. DOT’S ON SOCIAL MEDIA AT:



Special thanks to the  
following people  

for their help with this issue:

3

• Jean Callahan • George Cocco (‘59) •  
• Dave Connolly (‘91) • 

• Mike DiTrolio • Deidre Ehinger •  
• Matt Fohner (‘12) •  

• Aidan McGahey (‘16) • Emily McKenna (‘19)  
• Dolores O’Toole •  

• Treasa Schumacher (‘16) • 

Thanks for 27+ Years of Support!
This year’s Annual Fund has co-chairs, Steve and Mary Porth. 

They have had a long-standing relationship with St. Dorothy Parish 
& School. Their oldest child, Stephen, started kindergarten in 
1989. From that point onward, the Porths had a child enrolled in 
St. Dorothy for 27 consecutive years until Connor, the youngest 
of the five Porth children, graduated in 2016. Steve and Mary’s 
commitment to St. Dorothy School is far deeper than their role as 
parents and now alumni parents. They were both active volunteers, 
and when the Development Committee was formed 14 years ago, 
Fr. Murphy asked Steve to serve as the committee’s first chair. In 
their Annual Fund letter, Steve and Mary recall the deep concern 
they felt in the Spring of 2005 as St. Dorothy School struggled to 
deal with declining enrollment. They were determined to do what 
they could to ensure that Connor would have the same opportunity 
to graduate from St. Dorothy that his older siblings had.

St. Dorothy School now thrives. Steve continues to serve as 
an Oktoberfest volunteer, and Mary is now teaching Spanish at 
St. Dorothy. In fact, before becoming our Spanish teacher, Mary 
would visit school each year on the feast day of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. Treasa Schumacher (‘16) spoke fondly of her memory 
of Mrs. Porth coming in to explain to the students the importance 
of this special day. “She would bring costumes and the students 
would dress up as the people in the story. The experience for 
me strengthened my faith and my connection with the Blessed 
Mother,” said Treasa.

Steve and Mary Porth’s contributions, and yours, have helped 
to ensure our school is strong and growing. So, thank you to the 
parents of Stephen (‘98), Molly (‘02), Leo (‘05), Tom (‘09), and 
Connor (‘16) for their 27 years and counting of support for St. 
Dorothy School!

Mary and Steve Porth in County Mayo, Ireland.

2019  
St. Dorothy  

Annual Fund Campaign 
Status

As of March 24, 2019, the total of this year’s  

Annual Fund was  

$36,684.33.  
Thanks to those who have already contributed. 

If you have not done so already, we hope that 

you will be able to contribute to this year’s 

campaign. There is a donation envelope 

included in this newsletter or, if you prefer, you 

can donate online via the school’s website at  

https://www.saintdorothy.org/
make-a-donation-annual-fund.

The Porth Family at St. Dot’s Challenge 2018 (From left: Mary, Tom, 
Connor, Steve, and Molly)
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The Power of Reading
Each year during Catholic Schools Week, 

the annual Book Fair is hosted in the school 
Library. All the classes have an opportunity 
to visit and purchase books for themselves 
and for their classrooms. The benefit of 
this event extends well beyond its seven 
days. This year, the Book Fair put 1,115 
books into the hands of our students. These 
books will provide them with an estimated 
200,700 reading minutes. If you are 
wondering what that means for a student, 
just look at the data from Scholastic…
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Celebrating St. Dots!
Catholic Schools Week serves as a celebration of all the people and 

activities that make St. Dorothy School —and all Catholic Schools— 
vibrant, faith-filled, joyful places of learning. Our celebration opened 
with Mass. Seventh grade students spoke at each Mass of the opening 
weekend. They shared with parishioners what they value about their 
St. Dorothy educations. Parents, prospective students, and community 
members were invited into the school for tours and to view Science Fair 
projects and other examples of student work. 

On Parent Appreciation Day, students created cards to thank their 
parents and guardians for the gift of a Catholic education. They also wrote 
thank you notes to the many school and community helpers, including 
Fire, Police, E.M.T. and Homeroom Parents, which were distributed later 
in the week.

On Buddy Day, students engaged in activities with their grade buddies. 
Student council created Kahoots, learning quizzes that lower school 
students played with their upper grade buddies. Students also had a 
chance to move up to the next grade for a brief activity. Eighth grade got 
to move up to the Principal’s office and escorted Mrs. Tomasetti as she 
visited the classrooms.

On Student Appreciation Day, students in the lower grades played 
Minute to Win it! And students in grades 5 to 8 had a fierce lip synch 
battle. “Actually, it was more like student appreciation day all week long,” 
said Mrs. Tomasetti. “Our Student Council planned so many wonderful 
activities for the students.”

For Volunteer Appreciation Day, we welcomed and thanked parent and 
community volunteers. We thanked God for all those who help St. Dorothy 
School thrive and then shared coffee and pastries with our guests.

Last, but definitely not least, we celebrated Teacher Appreciation Day. 
The Home and School Association provided lunch for the teachers. We 
choose to believe the students behaved perfectly all day to show how 
much they value their teachers.

Our week ended with the annual Variety Show and then a night of 
bowling. The week was a wonderful celebration of all those who make our 
school so special.

Just a small thanks from St. Dots to those who protect us.

These kids are in “Kahoots” together!

Moving up to the next grade to get a sneak peak of next year…

And while the other grades moved-up, the eighth graders got to hang 
out with Principal Tomasetti. (You can see photos like this in real-time 
on Instagram!)

Some of our students having fun playing Minute to Win it...while 
others had a spirited lip synch contest.
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Living as Witnesses to Christ
Students live their faith every day at St. Dorothy School. 
In the annual Nativity Tableau, students worship and celebrate 

the true meaning of the Christmas season as through song, dance, 
and the words of the Gospel, they share the story of Our Savior’s 
birth.

Students devote part of their Catholic Schools Week celebrations 
to supporting others, a way to show that they understand why a 
Catholic education is so much more than academics. The week 
closes with a variety show, which is open to students in all grades. 
Proceeds from the event are donated to St. Dorothy’s Family to 
Family ministry.

Through the annual Hoops 
for Hope basketball marathon, 
students, faculty, and even parents 
play basketball to help those 
directly affected by cancer in our 
school and community. Eighth 
grade students participate in an 
additional free throw contest in 
support of Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia, and our Brownie 
troops run an Alex’s Lemonade 
Stand too.

Girls Varsity Volleyball Champions!
Wow what a season! Our journey began on August 15th, 2018.  From the 

start, we had in mind that we could win it all. We knew that our determination 
and talent would lead us to a championship. Our region was not that easy 
of a task to beat and had a lot of tough competition, but we knew that we 
would pull through in the end. Two years ago, we won the Region 25 JV 
Championship. With hard work and training, we knew that we could strive 
past the other teams. Our coaches, Mrs. O’Toole and her daughters Bella and 
Alexis, were the rock for our team. From day one, we saw the faith they had 
in us not only in their eyes, but also in their hearts. One of our most favorite 
memories that will stick with us is our Instagram account we made. With all 
our inside jokes, laughs, and more, we were more inseparable than ever. When 
we look at that banner hanging in the gym many years from now and see the 
Undefeated Season on it, it will bring back all these great memories. We will 
take all these great memories with us for the rest of our lives. 

(Written by Emily McKenna, Class of 2019)
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St. Dots vs St. Bernies: A  
[Friendly] 60-Year Rivalry
This past Thanksgiving, St. Dorothy and St. Bernadette 

celebrated the 60th anniversary of the Turkey Bowl, our 
annual tribute to friends and family—and especially football. 
Players, families, and fans, many of them former players 
or cheerleaders, gathered at Steel Field to watch the flag, 
JV, and Varsity teams take on St. Bernadette, which is now 
combined with Sacred Heart School in Manoa for football. It 
was freezing, but St. Dots pride kept everyone warm.

The big anniversary did not go unnoticed. The Philadelphia 
Inquirer published a story about our famous rivalry. Sports-
talk radio station WIP-FM asked listeners which local football 
rivalry they’d like to hear broadcast on the Thanksgiving 
holiday, and the final choices included six high-school games 
and the St. Dorothy vs St. Bernadette game. Although we did 
not win that contest, our game was selected to be the NBC10 
High School Blitz football game of the week. A reporter and 
film crew came out to the game, and highlights of the game 
were broadcast Thanksgiving night.

Even better, all three of our football teams won their games 
– flag won 13-12, JV won 19-6, and Varsity held on at the end 
to win 6-0. And, for the whipped cream on the pumpkin pie, 
the JV and Varsity soccer teams, which also play St. Bernies 
over the Thanksgiving holiday, won their games… JV won 3-1 
and Varsity won 2-1. It was a sweep!

Brian (‘01) and Christine Smith with their son, Jason 
(seventh grade). Christine is now one of our Pre-K teachers 
and one of the new track coaches.

Members of the 1999 undefeated championship team at the 
Turkey Bowl with (now retired) Coach Stewart. (From left: 
Pat Rugg, Bob Hogan, Coach Stewart, Tom Hayden, and 
Matt Gough. Matt is one of the Flag Football coaches and 
his stepson is on the team.)

It’s like this every year… and this is only a fraction of the 
attendees. 

These students are enjoying the Turkey Bowl atmosphere… as 
well as the view of the games from the back of this pickup truck.

It was a VERY cold day but that didn’t stop our supporters, 
including these bundled-up Dot’s moms.
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On November 24, 2018, St. Dorothy School hosted an All-Class Reunion. Alumni 
representing many decades of the school’s history enjoyed an evening of catching-up 
with former classmates while reminiscing about their time together at St. Dot’s.

Here are just some of the fond memories shared that night:
• Alumni answered various polls, and we learned from one of them that 72% of the 

attendees wore the former maroon uniforms, 7% wore the current green ones, and 
that 21% wore both colors.

• Dennis Dunphy (‘58) remembered going to Len’s Den.
• Pam Chestnut (‘79) remembered Mr. Frenchie, the janitor. He was so awesome!
• Dan Morris (‘81) remembered going up on the roof of school to collect tennis balls.
• Dr. John DiBona (‘62) remembered Sr. Alice Anne – a great teacher and 

disciplinarian!
• Rosie DiBona (‘59) remembered Sister Patricia Miriam (AKA Miriam Scully) 

throwing a tennis ball across the school yard and catching it with one hand, setting 
in motion her collegiate softball career.
Thank you to all those who worked to make this such a wonderful event. And, a 

special thanks to John Serock (‘87) for his superb catering as well as for his assistance 
with overall planning. 

A Great Time with 
Great Alumni!

Trish Morris, Pam Chestnut (artist of the yearbook cover she 
is holding), Chris Salvucci, and Blythe Sweeney Leitz from the 
Class of 1979

Trish Morris (‘79), 
Mary Cunningham 
(‘78), and Kate 
Moran (‘76) were 
Dot’s basketball 
players

Members of the Class of 1981

George Cocco (‘59) and Margaret DiBona (‘59) 
got “framed”

Former classmates having some fun with the 
photo props

The Flick kids all grown up
George Cocco (‘59) 
rocking the mic!

Megan McGinn (‘85), Carl Hemphill (‘85), Kelly McCalla McLaughlin (‘85), and Ed Deal (‘84)
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Mr. Stephen Braun, one of our 
seventh grade teachers, has been 
awarded a 2019 Delaware County 
Excellence in Teaching Award, 
representing both St. Dorothy 
School and the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia. A parent nomination 
recognized him for his dedication, 
hard work, time, and love of 
learning, and for the instilled values 
shared with his students. Mr. Braun, 
who is among 20 other educators 
receiving this award, was selected 
from a pool of close to 300 pages of 
nominations!

Mr. Braun’s commitment to 
education and to the children of St. 
Dorothy is evident each day. “After 
years of teaching in the public 
school system,” he said during 
Catholic Schools Week, “I felt lost 
as a teacher, being bombarded by 
large classrooms, attending endless 
meetings and many other issues. 
As a Catholic school teacher, I 
feel at home. I feel as though I am 
not just a teacher in a classroom 
but a big part of the community, a 
community that supports me and 
will go out of its way to help me 
help my students.” Mr. Braun also 
noted how he can get to know his 

students and their families better at 
St. Dorothy because of the smaller 
classes and community involvement 
and events. “I get to spend my time 
teaching my students in engaging 
and interactive ways,” he added. 
“I thoroughly enjoy teaching in a 
Catholic school and would never 
want to leave.”

Mr. Braun will be honored at 
the Annual Partners in Education 
celebration on Thursday, May 2nd, 
2019. Congratulations!!!

Congratulations, Mr. Braun!

Sister Alice Gray, R.S.M. was 
awarded the St. Oscar Romero 
Award on Saturday, January 12, 
2018. The award was presented 
to her at the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia’s annual Mass for 
Religious Education, which was 
celebrated at the Cathedral Basilica 
of SS. Peter and Paul. Sister Alice 
received this award from the 
Archdiocese for her 35 years of 
service as a Director of Religious 
Education (DRE), mostly here at St. 
Dorothy Parish.

There are over 250 children, 
from Kindergarten to eighth 

grade, currently participating in 
St. Dorothy’s Parish Religious 
Education Program, or PREP, 
program. Although a number like 
this is common at many parishes 
today, there was a time when this 
was not the case. Years ago, PREP 
students were sometimes treated 
less favorably than students who 
attended the parish school. Sr. 
Alice recognized this disparity and 
worked to correct it. “Sometimes 
people didn’t understand there 
was a need for families to put 
their children in CCD rather than 
parochial school,” Sister Alice 
said. “It is important to understand 
sometimes it is because the 
child has special needs, learning 
disabilities that can’t be addressed 
in the parish school. There are 
a variety of needs and family 
situations.”

In addition to working with 
children, Sr. Alice’s role as DRE 
also provides her the opportunity 
to work as a catechist with adults 
through St. Dorothy’s RCIA (Rite 
of Christian Initiation of Adults), 
Bible study, and adult education 
programs. Sister was quoted as 
saying that, “My reward is knowing 
I am passing on the faith to the 
people and to the children. It’s a 
blessing my congregation lets us 
choose what we are doing. I hope 
to keep doing this a bit longer.” We 
certainly hope so as well, Sister!!!

Congratulation, Sister Alice!

New Coding Club
St. Dorothy’s Technology teacher, Mrs. McGarvey, has started 

the Coding Club! Participating students in Grades 3 through 8 meet 
after school in the Computer Lab to learn basic coding, the building 
of games and websites using common programming languages (such 
as blocks, JavaScript, CSS, HTML), and more. Within programming/
coding, you learn how to break down a problem into individual steps 
and to use a language that the computer understands to logically create 
a working program. Learning programming at a young age helps kids to 
gain advantages in thinking, processing, and communicating.

Here students are 
writing code on 
tynker.com and 
code.org by visually 
dragging blocks of 
code and snapping 
them together.

Immigration Day – 
February 21, 2019

Scotland: Alessia 
Astuto, Samatha 
Russo, Sophia 
DiRentis, and 
Angelina Batth

China: Jack Habicht, 
Thomas Dinh, and 
Joe Gross

England: Helene 
Stranick, Stephanie 
O’Reilly, and 
Veronica Pietrewicz

Mrs. Tomasetti showed off her 
accordion skills at the Russia 
display.

Below: The students sang 
“Lady’s Maid” from the movie 
Titanic. The lyrics perfectly 
capture the hopes and fears of 
immigrants coming to the United 
States for a chance at a new life.
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ALUMNI Spotlight on...
This past summer, I was able to travel 

to the North African nation of Morocco 
to extensively study Arabic through a 
NSLI-Y scholarship. NSLI-Y, which 
stands for National Security Language 
Initiative for Youth, is a program of the 
US State Department which allows a 
select number of high school applicants 
such as myself to study languages that are 
deemed critical to national security. There 
are NSLI-Y programs around the world, 
with students studying Arabic, Mandarin 
Chinese, Korean, Russian, Hindi, Persian, 
and Bahasa Indonesian. I personally had 
previously traveled to Morocco on two 
occasions, both when I was a student at St. 
Dorothy School.

My program was based out of the 
Moroccan capital city of Rabat. Located on 
the Atlantic Ocean, Rabat is a wonderful 
city to explore with African, Arab, and 
European influences. Whether wandering 
through the crowded “souk,” or traditional 
market, or strolling down the wide avenues 
of the cosmopolitan Agdal neighborhood, 
Rabat offered a way for me to experience 
a wide variety of cultures and meet many 
people. The primary focus of my trip was 
studying Arabic, which I did with 24 other 
American high school students. I spent 
my time at the Qalam wa Lawh language 
school, where I took classes for about five 
hours per day. While in Morocco, I lived 
with a local host family in the medina, or 
old city. My roommate, Talat, who is from 
Boston, and I spent a lot of time with our 
host-brother, Houssam, and other members 
of the family. We had fun playing soccer in 
the winding alleyways around our home, 

using our Arabic skills to discuss American 
culture and music with host-siblings, and 
eating delicious Moroccan food prepared by 
my host-grandmother, the matriarch of the 
family. I also had the opportunity to travel 
around Morocco and visit other cities, such 
as Casablanca, Marrakech, and Tangier.

My experience in Morocco taught me a 
few lessons. First, that the Arab world and 
Morocco are often very misunderstood. In 
a world where Islam and Arab culture is 
frequently demonized in the media narrative 
or related only to terrorism, I found my 
devout Muslim host family to be among the 
kindest people I ever met. Moroccan culture 
places a heavy emphasis on hospitality and 
friendliness, and never for a minute did 
I feel that I was in a dangerous or unsafe 
situation. I also had the opportunity to do 
service outside of my classroom learning. 
While in Morocco, my fellow NSLI-Y 
students and I were able to volunteer at 
various local organizations around Rabat, 
such as at a home for the elderly, a center 
for refugees from Sub-Saharan Africa, 
and a school for orphaned children in 
the neighboring city of Salé. I loved the 
opportunity to continue doing service for 
others, which I first started to do while I 
was a student at St. Dot’s through events 
such as the Pay-It-Forward project in sixth 
grade.

Overall, I found my time in Morocco 
to be a thrilling, fun, and educational 
experience. I made many lasting friendships 
and connections not only with fellow 
NSLI-Y students from across the country, 
but also with my Moroccan host-family and 
peers too.

Aidan McGahey (‘16) – Morocco Experience

Aidan McGahey (‘16) taking in the sights during 
his trip to Morocco

Matt Fohner (‘12) came back to St. Dots 
to speak about why he got involved with 
Engineers Without Borders – Guatemala. 
We asked him to tell us about his experience 
for this newsletter…

“The fall of my sophomore year 
I wanted to join a club that made a 
difference. I love mechanical engineering 
and problem-solving, and when I saw 
the representatives for Engineers without 
Borders, I immediately felt that this was the 
club for me. In the summer following that 
year, I was a member of a 12-person team 
of undergraduate students and professors 
that travelled to the village of Tzununa in 
the southwest portion of Guatemala. This 
first project was focused on building and 
designing latrines for the village, while also 
taking surveys about overall health and 
hygiene. This experience was absolutely 
life-changing, and it really opened my eyes 
to the effect that engineering can have on 
the world that we live in. This experience 
inspired me to go back to Guatemala 

as a Trip Leader for the next project, 
which is focused on designing a water 
implementation system in another small 
village surrounding Lake Atitlan. This 
project is much more design-based, and we 
have to work closely with the community 
leaders and Guatemalan engineers in order 
to make sure that the system to bring the 
water from the freshwater springs will 
end up actually working. Overall, my 
experiences of traveling to Guatemala, 
interacting with an interdisciplinary team of 
engineers, and applying some engineering 
principles to real-world problems has been 
something that has become very important 
to me. I would strongly encourage anyone 
to partake in these service-oriented trips as 
they truly open your eyes to the world, and 
at the end of the project, you feel like you 
left the world a little better than you found 
it, and that’s what it is all about.” 

Matt is currently a junior at the 
University of Pennsylvania.

Matt Fohner (‘12) – Engineers Without Borders – Guatemala
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Alumni Updates
St. Dorothy School wants to know 

what our alumni have been up to. Has 
something interesting happened in 
your life? Have you moved, started a 
new job, or married? Let us know at 
Development@StDots.org. Be sure to 
keep your contact information up to date 
to stay informed of reunions and other 
events. Include your graduation year and 
maiden name if applicable. Also let us 
know if there are alumni not receiving 
the newsletter. We’re happy to add them 
to the mailing list.

Meghan Durkin (‘06) and Kris 
Hagner got engaged on August 
12, 2018 on the Cliffs of Moher 
in Ireland. Their wedding date is 
January 4, 2020 at St. Dot’s.

Engagements

AJ (‘06) and Brianna Ehinger were married November 30, 2018.

Weddings

Carly Liberatore (‘04) married Nick Amoroso on September 29, 2018.
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What WAS it?
In the last issue of the newsletter, we asked readers 

if they knew the color of the “St. D” patch that was 
presented to the Varsity Football team for winning 
the CYO Championship in 1958. The correct answer 
is that it was blue and yellow. Our winner is Dottie 
Bracken Evangelista (‘62). For having her answer 
selected at random from all the correct answers 
submitted, Dottie will receive a St. Dorothy blanket. 
Thanks to everyone who submitted answers and watch 
for the next What Is It? in a future newsletter.


