
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Clergy 
Reverend Raymond Smialowski, Pastor 

Deacon Robert A. Berube, Deacon 

Staff 
Sandra DeBlois, Bookkeeper 

 

Jo-Ann Blanchette-Silverio, 
Administrative Assistant 

 

Jeanne Gionfriddo, 
Director of Religious Education & RCIA 

 

Eric Hoffman, Organist and Music Director 
 

Robert DeBlois, Maintenance 
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94 Broad Street 

Plainville, Connecticut 06062-2799 

Celebration of the Holy Eucharist 
Vigil of Sunday (Saturday): 4:00p 

Sunday: 8:30a & 10:30a 
Daily Mass: 8:00a 

(No morning Mass on Wednesdays) 

Confession (Sacrament of Reconciliation) 
 Saturday Noon or by appointment 

Rosary Devotion before daily Mass 

A Roman Catholic Community of Faith & Good Works 
Born as a Mission of Bristol in 1864 & Established as an Independent Parish in 1881 

Parish email: olmct@sbcglobal.net    Parish website: www.olmct.org  
Facebook®: OurLadyOfMercyChurchCT 

 

“Do whatever He tells you.” - Mary, to the disciples of Jesus (John 2:5) 

March 17, 2019 

Parish & Cemetery Office 
 

19 South Canal Street 
Tel: 860-747-6825 ● Fax: 860-747-5407 

Hours: 9:00a to 4:00p (Weekdays) 

Welcome to Our Lady of Mercy Church!  If you are new to the area or just visiting, please stop 
and introduce yourself.  We are pleased to have you share in our celebration of the Eucharist. We 

invite you to become part of our parish family.  To register, or to update your address, please 
complete this form and mail it to the Parish Office or place it in the collection basket. 

_____   New Parishioner  /  Address Change  _____ 
Name ________________________________________________ Phone  __________________ 
Address _______________________________________________________________________ 

Street/  City  /  Zip 

We are called to witness to the presence of 
Jesus Christ in our lives through sharing and 

celebration of faith and a life of Christian 
service.

PARISH MISSION:  We, the 
people of Our Lady of Mercy 
Church in Plainville, Connecticut 
are committed to journey together 
as a community of faith, hope, and 
love within the Catholic tradition.



 

 
Sunday March 17, Second Sunday of Lent 

8:30a For the Intentions of the People of Our Parish 
10:30a Andrew Romegialli, Sr. Req. Wife 
Monday March 18, St. Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop and 

Doctor of the Church 

8:00a John Martin Req. Loretta Martin 
Tuesday March 19, St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary 

8:00a Intentions of Roland Sirois Req. Legion of Mary 
Wednesday March 20, Lenten Weekday  

8:00a No Mass 
Thursday March 21, Lenten Weekday 

8:00a Roland Dumont Req. Wife - Beatrice 
Friday March 22, Lenten Weekday 

8:00a Blanche Winiarski Req. Daughter  
8:30a Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Saturday March 23, St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop 

8:00a Alex Martinez Req. Luis Morales 
Saturday March 23, Vigil of Third Sunday of Lent 

4:00p Rosaire Gaignard Req. Family 
Sunday March 24, Third Sunday of Lent 

8:30a For the Intentions of the People of Our Parish 
10:30a William “Billy” Furlong, III Req. Godmother 
 

 
Sacrament of Baptism                                                                  

We look forward to welcoming you and 
celebrating the Sacrament of Baptism of 
your child.  You may begin preparation 

even before your child is born.  To 
begin the process, call Sue at                         

860-747-5451.  The date of the Baptism 
is scheduled after attending the Parent Preparation 

Program.  Please note that Godparents must be 
confirmed and obtain a Sponsor Certificate from their 

own Catholic parish.  Baptisms normally take place 
Sundays after the 10:30am Mass. 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament                                    

Please join us this Friday following 

the 8am Mass for a Holy Hour.  

Benediction will take place at 

9:30am.  Please consider spending 

some time with Jesus this Lent, to 

help you grow closer to Him. 

We welcome all who gather here to worship with us.  
You enter this House of 
God, our Father, not as a 
stranger but as His child.  
You are most welcome if 
you are visiting with us 
today.  If you are new to 
our parish and wish to 

become a member of OLM, 
we invite you to introduce yourself to our pastor,                 

Fr. Raymond Smialowski, and to register.  Registration 
can be completed by stopping by the parish office or 

completing a short registration form which can be found 
on our home page at www.olmct.org under the heading 

“New to Our Parish?”  Please return the form to the 
office by dropping it in the collection basket or mailing it 

to 19 S. Canal St., Plainville. 
 

 

Sunday March 17 

10:30a Men’s AA Meeting, Rm 107 

12 – 1p Adult Choir, Room 101 
7p Sr. Ruth Presentation, Room 106  

Monday March 18 

9:30a Legion of Mary, Library 

6 – 7pm Confession, Church 
Tuesday March 19 

9a Lenten Discussion, Parish Center 

6:30 – 7:30p Middle School, Parish Center 

Wednesday March 20 

7p Lenten Discussion, Parish Center 
7p NA Meeting, Rm 107 

Thursday March 21     
1 – 2:30p Atrium, Parish Center 

4 – 5p Children’s Choir, Room 101                                                                                                                   
Friday March 22 

6 – 8p GIFT, Parish Center 

Saturday March 23 

9:15 – 10:15a Religious Ed. K, 1, 4, 5, Parish 

Center 

Noon Confession, Church 

Sunday March 24 

        10:30a Men’s AA Meeting, Rm 107 

        11:30a – 1:30p GIFT, Parish Center 

        12 – 1p Adult Choir, Room 101 

         6 – 8p JOLT, Parish Center 
         7p Sr. Ruth Presentation, Room 106 

 
               The Tabernacle Lamp…                                                   
is lighted for the Greater Glory of God 
and in recognition of the Real Presence of 
Christ.  This week the candle is 
flickering in memory of Jeannot F. 
Dionne.  The Tabernacle Lamp is 
available as a memorial for a $5 donation per week. 

Church Support 
$5,036.00 Weekly Envelopes for March 9/10 

 -$372.66 Cathedraticum to the Archdiocese 

$4,663.34 Amount for OLM use 

* 
Thank You for Your Generous Support! 

file:///C:/Users/Windows%207/Documents/BULLETINS/www.olmct.org
file:///C:/Users/Windows%207/Documents/BULLETINS/www.olmct.org


 

Stations of the 
Cross- Fridays – 7pm                                    
The Stations are led 

every Friday in the church, during Lent.  
Please join us this Friday as we walk with 
Jesus on His way to Calvary.  This week 

the Stations will be led by members of the 
Knights of Columbus.  We wish to express 

our appreciation to the members of the 
Confirmation Classes who participated in 

the Stations of the Cross on March 8th.  We 
were awesome! 

Archbishop’s Annual Appeal 2019                             
The Archbishop’s Annual Appeal helps provide 
the critical funding needed to feed the hungry, 
shelter the homeless, counsel those in despair, 

offer much-needed assistance to the 
unemployed, and make medical care available 
to those without health insurance.  Your gift to 
the 2019 Appeal will help to continue these and 

other vital ministries, services, and programs 
that reach out to so many in need.  All funds 

contributed to the Appeal are used exclusively 
for the purposes outlined in the Appeal 

literature, which can be found at 
www.archdioceseofhartford.org.  No Appeal 
funds are ever used for legal fees or settlements.  

Teen Movie Night                                                             
All teens ages 13 to 18 are invited to 
enjoy a movie night in the parish 
center on Sunday, March 24th at 

6pm.  Please bring along your friends.  We will 
be watching the film I Can Only Imagine.   It is 

the inspiring, true story of chasing a dream 
while running from broken relationships.  The 

film is a gripping reminder of the power of 
forgiveness.    

Social Justice Committee                                                             
The Committee will meet THIS Monday, March 

18 at 7pm in the parish center.  Sr. Ruth’s 
presentations will be discussed.  All are invited and 

most welcome. 

CRS Rice Bowls                                                                 

Please plan to return your Lenten 

Rice Bowl with an enclosed 

donation to help those who do not 

have enough to eat by Palm Sunday.  They should 

be placed in the designated container in the 

Gathering Space.  Consider downloading the 

CRSRiceBowl App for videos, stories and recipes 

to enlighten you along your journey. 

The Significance of the Number Forty                             

The number forty appears 146 times in the Bible:   

• Forty days and nights of rain during the 

flood 

• Moses lived forty years in Egypt 

• Moses spent forty days on Mount Sinai 

• The Jews journeyed through the desert for 

forty years to the Promised Land 

• Jonah preached forty days to Nineveh 

• The prophet Ezekiel laid on his right side 

for forty days to symbolize the sins of 

Judah 

• Elijah fasted for forty days on Mount 

Horeb 

• Goliath taunted Israel for forty days 

• Jesus fasted in the desert forty days 

Generally speaking, the number 

forty has been considered to be 

used in the Bible as a rounded 

number.  It was used to express 

a complete period of time 

rather than expressions like “many” or “some.”  It 

would be similar to referring to a number of years 

ranging from eight to twelve as “about a decade.” 

In this case, the number forty is being used instead 

of saying “a few days” or “a few decades.”                                                    

Its use denotes a complete period of time that 

transitions to another period of time.  After each 

forty days or years listed above, a great event 

occurs, or a definitive transition takes place.  It’s a 

more effective and dramatic literary device than 

saying, “After some time [momentous moment] 

began.”  It also helps the sacred author highlight 

theological parallels.                                                      

When we see the number forty used to denote time 

in the Bible, we are being told that something 

extraordinary and definitive is happening.  

Written by Fr. Charles Grondin, www.catholic.com  

http://www.archdioceseofhartford.org/
http://www.archdioceseofhartford.org/
http://www.confessionmondays.com/
http://www.confessionmondays.com/
http://www.catholic.com/
http://www.catholic.com/


 

Helping Birthright                                                                        
Please place your items to help mothers 
and children served by Birthright in the 
designated container, in the Gathering 
Space by Palm Sunday.  Thank you for 

supporting those mothers that chose life. 

St. Anthony Tea                                                                

Please save the date 

for the Tea Party on 

Sunday, March 31st, 

at 1pm in our parish center.  Tickets are 

available from St. Anthony Society members Or 

call Elaine at 860.747.2528. 

Lazarus Committee                                              
Members of this committee have been busy 

reaching out to the families of those who have 
lost a loved one through death.  Please keep in 

mind that Lazarus Committee members are 
willing to help with receptions following Masses 

of Christian Burial.  Room 106 in our Parish 
Center lends itself very well for such a repast.  For 

more info, please call the 
parish office at 
860.747.6825. 

. Lenten Schedule at OLM                                                   
Check in with all that is being 

offered to help you grow on 
your Lenten journey at OLM!  Please visit the 

homepage of www.olmct.org and click on the link 
that says, “See our Lenten schedule!”  There you will 
see the events that are taking place all through Lent 
and that you are cordially invited to attend to help 

you build community with your fellow parishioners 
and help your spirit to soar!  

Wills & Last Testaments                                      
When making out your Will and Last Testament, 

please consider remembering our parish of Our Lady 
of Mercy.  Such bequests, no matter the amount, will 
help secure our parish financially for generations to 

come. 

A Pro-Life Education Day…                                                         
is being offered at 275 Finch Ave., Meriden, on 
Saturday, March 23 from 8:30am – 3pm.  If you 
are interested in attending to learn more about 

Pro-Life issues and possibly help form a Respect 
for Life Committee in our parish, please speak 

with Fr. Ray.  There is no fee to attend this 
program.  Registration however is required in 

order to help the organizers plan for food. 

To Care for Our Common Home                                   
With his Encyclical, Pope Francis has stirred up 

people and communities around the world, 
challenging them to find ways to come together 

and address the global crises that we are all 
facing: climate change with the accompanying 

destruction of water, land, air and living 
communities.  Our program will explore the 

basis for these problems and how to make the 
necessary changes to bring about a truly 

sustainable world for all peoples.  Sponsored by 
the Social Justice Committee, 

THIS Sunday, 3.17, Room 106, 
7pm                                             

Session 1 The Mess We Are 
In...How did we get here?  What were the 

mistakes made, the opportunities missed, the 
values changed, etc. that have led to the global 
situation we are facing?  As Pope Francis asks: 
“What kind of world do we want to leave to 

those who come after us, to children now 
growing up?” (No. 160)  We cannot plan a better 
world without understanding the mistakes that 

were (and are still) being made. 

The Second Sunday of Lent [C] 

First Reading - Genesis 15:5-12,17-18,                     
Second Reading - Philippians 3:17—4:1,                              

Gospel - Luke 9:28-36 

But our citizenship is in heaven…. 

In this Sunday’s First Reading from Genesis, we 
hear about God’s relationship with Abram, whom 



 

God renames “Abraham” a few chapters later.  In 
the snapshot of their relationship presented by the 

First Reading, we see the kernels of a life of 
prayer.  If you were to choose a single word out of 

the First Reading to summarize this snapshot, it 
would be the word “covenant”.  In our society, 

about the only place you hear of a “covenant” is in 
a housing edition that calls itself a “covenant 
community”.  This is a mis-use of the term, 

because belonging to a housing community is 
based upon a contract, and a contract is very 

different than a covenant.                                                
A contract is based in time, and has limits, and 

involves an exchange of money, possessions, labor 
or the like.  By contrast, a covenant is based in 

eternity, is meant to be limitless, and involves an 
exchange of persons.  When you buy your house, 

you sign a contract.  When you 
marry your spouse, you enter into 

a covenant.  When you were 
baptized, you yourself entered 

into a covenant with God, even if 
you were an infant.                              

In the First Reading, God enters a 
covenant with Abram, and 

through him, also with his progeny who not only 
were not yet infants, but were centuries from even 
being conceived.  Through this covenant, God and 
Abram made promises about how they would act 

towards each other.  They entered into a 
relationship with spiritual and moral dimensions.  
You can see the similarity between the marriage 

covenant and a biblical covenant like that between 
God and Abram.  In a covenant each party agrees 

not only to be moral in behavior towards the 
other, but even to sacrifice oneself for the other.                                    
Entering into a covenant with God, or through 

God in a sacrament like Marriage, is the giving of 
one’s whole self: one’s whole life.  The life of every 
saint shows just how much 

commitment that takes.  
That’s why prayer is so 
needed, and in this we 

have an example of God’s 
generosity: not only does 
He enter into a covenant 

with us in our Baptism, so 
that we might possibly 

enjoy His life eternally in 
Heaven.  But God gives us 

the strength through prayer 
and the sacraments to live 

up to our end of the deal.                                                    
What can we say about prayer, then, as it helps us 

grow stronger in our covenant relationship with 
God?  You could describe prayer as 

“communication” with God.  Real communication, 
whether in marriage or in one’s relationship with 

God, involves both listening and speaking.  A 
marriage where only one spouse speaks—where’s 

there’s no dialogue, but only monologues—will 
not grow to its intended fullness.  A relationship 
with God where the Christian constantly speaks 

becomes empty, because the Christian has 
drowned out God’s voice.                                                                                     

But this covenant relationship between God and 
Abram also shows us that prayer, while often a 

dialogue, is meant to lead into silence.  It leads not 
just to human silence: not just to the quieting of 

our human voice so as to hear God’s.  The trance 
that Abram enters represents the deepest stage of 

prayer: what in our Catholic tradition is called 
mystical prayer.  This deepest level of prayer is 

not just for lofty saints like Saint Teresa of Avila.                                                  
This deepest level of 
prayer is the goal of 

prayer for every 
Christian, as the 

Council Fathers at 
Vatican II said.  This 

deepest stage of prayer 
is what Heaven is.  

That is to say, if you 
and I reach Heaven, 
this is what we will experience there: a mystical 

relationship with God.  The question isn’t whether 
you are meant for this. The question is whether 

you will experience it only in Heaven, or even on 
earth grasp some glimpse of it in your prayer.                                                                                 

The difficulty is that to be disposed to deeper and 
deeper levels of prayer, we have to root more 
deeply out of our souls the selfishness that lies 

underneath the surface of our lives.  So, you can 
see at this point that the Christian life is like the 

chicken and the egg: the relationship between our 
moral life and our spiritual life is complex.  Each 

builds upon the other, and the sins in the one area 
make it easier to commit sins in the other.                                                    

Maybe to take one simple step forward this Lent, 
in either our moral life or our spiritual life, we 
should keep in mind the simple phrase of Saint 

Paul in today’s Second Reading: “our citizenship 
is in Heaven.” God has created you for Heaven, 

not for earth.  Like Jesus at the Transfiguration, we 
cannot remain here and rest.  We have an exodus 
to make, a pilgrimage to make, and Christ is our 

guide, if we would only hear and heed Him.  
Taken from www.catholicdioceseofwichita.org  

http://www.catholicdioceseofwichita.org/
http://www.catholicdioceseofwichita.org/
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Heating & Cooling, LLC

Call 793-2686
Reno, Jeff & Randy 
Levesque
LIC. #303265

Free
Estimates

GOD 
BLESS

AMERICA
156B (CK) · Our Lady of Mercy, Plainville, CT                                         FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 • BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC  •  P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

PLAINVILLE
73 East Street

(860) 747-8758   Fax (860) 747-8463
Visit Us On The Web: www.gnazzos.com

Restaurant
747-0566

1248 QUEEN STREET · SOUTHINGTON

CATERING 
AVAILABLE

The St. Pierre Family

Cameron 
Lawn Care

Complete Property Maintenance
Parking Lot Sweeping

~ BRIAN CAMERON ~
747-0543 / CELL 860-729-0453

269 Farmington Ave.
Plainville

860.747.1637

· Short Term Orthopedic Rehab
· Stroke Recovery & Rehab
· Surgical Recovery & Rehab
· Private Suites Available

Bailey 
Funeral
Home

Paul G. Belval, CFSP
Blair L. Bouchard

48 BROAD STREET 
PLAINVILLE

860-747-5412
4¢ Senior Discount

NOTARY PUBLIC
Helen Bergenty

Full Service Notary
Administer Oaths / Acknowledgements
Ph: 860-747-4119 • C: 860-302-3783

hmtnn@comcast.net
27 Sherman St., Plainville

bailey-funeralhome.com

860-747-2295

ST. ANTHONY SOCIETY
We are hoping to get new members!

~ ELAINE ~
860-747-2528
WE ARE ON THE CHURCH

WEBSITE AT: WWW.OLMCT.ORG

EXCEL MASONRY
Chimney Repair/Patios

All Types of Masonry Work
Dom Pedrolini 

32 Years Experience

860-302-3255

In Memory of

from Mom & Dad
James E. Wishart

“Creator of Meaningful Memories”
Tel: 229-9006 · Fax: 229-9007

Serving All Faiths ~ Si’, Parla Italiano
7 6 4  FA R M I N G T O N  AV E N U E  ·  N E W  B R I T IA N

shakerfuneralhome.com · shakerfuneralhome@snet.com

We Make Everyday Life Easier

polishcareservices.com | 860-255-8278

Caregivers 
For Seniors 
& Disabled

Cleaners
For Homes 
& Offi  ces

Family Owned • Family Focused

81 Broad Street • Plainville, CT 06062 • 860-747-8100
www.PlainvilleFuneralHome.com

Andrea Wasley, CFSP • Owner, Funeral Director
Andrea@PlainvilleFH.com
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PLUMBING & HEATING, LLC
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

INSTALLATION AND SERVICE
BOILERS · BURNER SERVICE · WATER HEATERS

       Chris Field, Owner
860-793-2864 · F 860-747-8387

� eldplm.htg@comcast.net
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AUTO - HOME - BOAT - LIFE - COMMERCIAL
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P 860-793-9204 | Fax 860-793-1759
mcmahonagency@aol.com 
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