
 

 
 
 

 

 
The Celebration of the HOLY EUCHARIST 

Sunday Vigil (Saturday): 4:00pm – Sunday: 8:30am and 10:30am 
Daily Mass: 8:00am (No morning Mass on Wednesdays) 

 
The Sacrament of RECONCILIATION (Confession) 

Saturday: 12 Noon or by appointment 
 

Reverend Raymond Smialowski, Pastor 
Deacon Robert A. Berube, Senior Deacon 

Sandra DeBlois, Bookkeeper 
Jo-Ann Blanchette-Silverio, Administrative Assistant 

Michelle Battista, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
Susan Van Cott, Coordinator for Faith Formation for Children 

Donna Marotto, Coordinator of Faith Formation for Youth 
Eric Hoffman, Organist and Music Director 

Robert DeBlois, Maintenance 
 

Parish and Cemetery Office: 19 South Canal Street 
Telephone: 860-747-6825 – Fax: 860-747-5407 

Hours: Monday through Friday, 9:00am to 4:00pm 
Parish e-mail: olmct@sbcglobal.net – Parish website: www.olmct.org 

Facebook®: OurLadyOfMercyChurchCT & 
OurLadyOfMercyYouthMinistry 

 
Born as a Mission of Bristol in 1864 and 

Established as a Parish in 1881 
 
 
WELCOME TO OUR LADY OF MERCY CHURCH!                
If you are new to the area or just visiting, please stop and 
introduce yourself. We are pleased to have you share in our 
celebration of the Eucharist. We invite you to become part of our 
parish family. To register or to update your address or phone 
number, please complete this form and mail it to the Parish Office 
or place in the collection basket.  Thank you. 
__ New Parishioner  __ Address/Phone Number Change 
Name: _________________________________________________________  
St. Address:____________________________Phone#________________ 
City:  _____________________________ State: _____Zip: _____________   
 

“Do whatever He tells you.” 
– Mary to the disciples of Jesus  

(John 2:5) 



Palm Sunday of 
the Passion of 

the Lord,              
April 5, 2020  
HOLY WEEK 

 

  
Sunday April 5, Palm Sunday of the Passion of the 
Lord                                                                                          
8:30a For the Intentions of all Parishioners                                                
10:30a Andrew Predota Req. Family                                       
This Mass will be rescheduled                                               
Monday April 6, Monday of Holy Week                            
8:00a Anne Nuzzo Req. Janice Brayne                           
Tuesday April 7, Tuesday of Holy Week                              
8:00a Sophie Winiarski Req. Family                                                                      
Wednesday April 8, Wednesday of Holy Week                              
8:00a No Mass                                                           
Thursday April 9, Thursday of Holy Week (Holy 
Thursday)                                                               
7:00p Please Watch on TV or Internet                            
Friday April 10, Friday of the Passion of the Lord 
(Good Friday)                                                                                 
3:00p Please Watch on TV or Internet                                         
Saturday April 11, Holy Saturday                                 
10a Blessing of the Food                                                             
Saturday April 11, Vigil of Palm Sunday of the 
Passion of the Lord                                                           
8:00p Please Watch on TV or Internet                                   
Sunday April 12, Easter Sunday of the Resurrection 
of the Lord                                                                              
9:00a Please Watch on TV or Internet                                
Fr. Ray will be praying the Masses above privately                                              

Helping Our Parish Grow 
WEEKLY OFFERTORY 

 
We ask that you continue to support OLM with 
your weekly offerings by placing your donation 

in the mail or dropping it off at the office. 
Thank You for Your Generous Support &    

May God Bless You!  
 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE PASTOR – HOLY WEEK 

We begin Holy Week this coming Sunday with the 

celebration of Palm or Passion Sunday.  Holy Week 

will culminate in the Sacred Triduum.  These are the 

most sacred days in our faith.  During these days we 

meditate on the gift of the Holy Eucharist and the 

Death and Resurrection of Jesus.  Due to the 

Coronavirus Pandemic we will not be able to gather in 

our parish church to commemorate the very core of 

our faith.  We should know, however, that Jesus, who 

died on the cross and rose to life is with us in our 

difficulties as well as our joys.  God does not abandon 

us.  We are called to place our trust in God’s goodness 

and grace. 

I encourage you to commemorate Holy Week by 

tuning in to EWTN for uplifting and encouraging 

programming.  All the liturgies of Holy Week will be 

broadcast on this network.  For a complete schedule 

visit www.ewtn.com/lent/schedule.aspx .  

Please know that I continue to pray for the health and 

well-being of everyone in our OLM Community and 

also pray that we may be able to gather together soon, 

to worship our Lord Jesus Christ together. 

May God Continue to Bless You, 

Fr. Ray 

 

The Tabernacle Lamp…                                                                    

is lighted for the Greater Glory of God and in 

recognition of the Real Presence of Christ.  

This week the candle is flickering in memory 

of Andrez Predota.  The Tabernacle Lamp is 

available as a memorial for $5. 

 

 

 
 

  

 

https://www.ewtn.com/lent/schedule.aspx


If You Can Contribute to OLM…                                                              

We are sure that our faithful church-

going parishioners have felt strange not 

heading out to OLM on the weekend 

for Mass.  We are all in a learning curve 

as to how to figure out how best to deal 

with our current circumstances.    We 

are sad by the news every day and that 

of the many people in our community 

who are being laid off; the businesses 

that need to cease operations or 

businesses that are facing little or no 

customers during this huge economic 

disaster.  Our thoughts and prayers go 

out to them.  We at Our Lady of Mercy 

know firsthand the fear and anxiety 

that we are all facing.  If there are no 

people in our pews, then there is no 

income.  We have received some phone 

calls from parishioners wanting to 

know how they can contribute.    At this 

point we would suggest the following 

for those who can afford to help us 

keep our operations functioning, even 

at a minimal level.    These are tough 

times and we know there is just so 

much money to go around.  If you can 

continue to contribute to OLM, we 

encourage you to do so.  This is a 

friendly reminder that even though we 

have temporarily stopped having in 

person Weekend Masses, the bills have 

to be paid!  This includes the salary of 

the staff, electric, gas, phone…  Please 

know that we are doing everything in 

our power to keep our expenses down.  

We have turned the Parish Center heat 

except for the office down to 50 

degrees.  Some of the staff members are 

working less hours and not collecting 

unemployment.  Please help keep our 

Parish Office open so that we may 

continue to send you inspiring Catholic 

information and update My Parish Ap, 

our website and our Facebook Page, to 

keep you informed.  Below are a few 

methods to continue giving during this 

time. 

 

Please mail or drop off a check or cash to: 

Our Lady of Mercy Church 

19 South Canal St. 

Plainville, CT 06062 

 

If dropping off your envelopes to the 

Parish Office, please check the website for 

reduced hours in case that takes place. 

You could also consider setting up weekly 

or monthly automatic bill payments mailed 

to the address above.  Most banks have 

free, online bill pay services that will even 

pay for the postage! 

Thank you for your help during this 

challenging time.  Through your 

contributions we will be able to continue 

to minister and provide assistance to our 

community.  May our Almighty God Bless 

you in so many ways unimaginable. 

 

 
 

Welcome to Our Lady of Mercy! 
We welcome you to enjoy this online bulletin at a time 

when we are not able to worship within the walls of our 

church.  If you are new to our parish and wish to become a 

member of OLM, we invite you to introduce yourself to 

our pastor, Fr. Raymond Smialowski when Mass resumes, 

and to register.  Registration can be completed by stopping 

by the parish office, filling out the short form on the front 

page of our bulletin, or completing a short registration 

form which can be found on our home page at 

www.olmct.org under the heading “New to Our Parish?”  

Please return the form to the office by dropping it off at 

the Parish Office or mailing it to 19 S. Canal St., Plainville. 

 

 

 

http://www.olmct.org/


  
Tuesday April 7                                                                  
9a Virtual Bible Study, Zoom - 

http://us04web.zoom.us/j/743264255                                  
Friday April 10                                                                
3p Hope is NOT Cancelled, Zoom - 

http://us04web.zoom.us/j/580389920                            

Saturday April 11                                                             
10a Blessing of the Food, Parking lot behind the 

church                                                                                  

YOU are invited to attend these virtual 
programs so that we may reach out to the 
people in your OLM Community.  These 

programs will continue weekly until further 
notice. 

 

We will keep you updated and 
informed on our website, 

www.olmct.org, our Facebook page, 
www.facebook.com/ourladyofmercy

churchct,  and My Parish Ap, 
https://myparishapp.net/churches/3

269 as to any new news 
connected with OLM. 

Blessed Palms                                                                      

There will be palms available in the 

Gathering Space on Palm Sunday after 

9am.   
 

 

Lenten Confession Schedule                                 
Saturday – Noon                                                

Behind the screen only 
 

 
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal 2020                                                   

Our parish has been very generous in donations to 

the 2020 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal.  In these 

trying times, the need of our surrounding 
community grows and the assistance provided by 

the Appeal becomes all the more crucial. If you have 
not yet made your gift to this year’s Appeal, please 

consider doing so in the days ahead.  Your gift to 
the Appeal will help continue the vital services, 

ministries and programs that help so many 

throughout our Archdiocese.  Please visit the 
Appeal website at www.archdioceseofhartford.org  

to learn more and make your gift today. 

All funds contributed to the Archbishop’s Annual 

Appeal are used exclusively for the purposes 
outlined in the Appeal literature, which can be 

found at https://archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal/  
No Appeal funds are ever used for legal fees or 

settlements. 

Sacrament of Baptism                                                                     

We look forward to welcoming you 

and celebrating the Sacrament of 

Baptism of your child.  You may begin preparation even 

before your child is born.  To begin the process, call Sue 

at 860-747-5451.  The date of the Baptism is scheduled 

after attending the Parent Preparation Program.  Please 

note that Godparents must be confirmed and obtain a 

Sponsor Certificate from their own Catholic parish.      

OLM Memorial Scholarship                                          
A $1,000 Scholarship is being offered to a 

graduating high school senior who is 
furthering their education in the fall, 2020.  

Eligibility requirements:  a registered, actively 
participating member of the parish.  Applications may 

be picked up in the Parish Office M – F, 9 – 4 and 
must be returned by Monday, May 4 th, 2020. 

 
 

http://us04web.zoom.us/j/743264255
http://us04web.zoom.us/j/580389920
http://www.olmct.org/
http://www.facebook.com/ourladyofmercychurchct
http://www.facebook.com/ourladyofmercychurchct
https://myparishapp.net/churches/3269
https://myparishapp.net/churches/3269
http://www.olmct.org/
http://www.thekidsbulletin.com/
http://www.archdioceseofhartford.org/
https://archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal/
mailto:vocations@aohct.org
http://www.hartfordpriest.com/


The Word Among Us 
The booklet for the Easter Season will be 

available at the entrance of the church this 
weekend. 

 Blessing of the Easter Food… 
will take place on Saturday, April 

11th, at 10am in the parking lot 
behind the church.  We ask that 

you please stay near your cars with 
your basket of Easter Foods for the 

blessing. 

 

Still Collecting for the Food 
Pantry  

Please feel free to leave a donation 
for the Plainville Food Pantry 

during the week, through Easter 
Sunday, in the Gathering Space.  It 
is being collected every 2 days and 
being brought to the Food Pantry even though it is 

not open at this time.  Your donations will be 
there when it is ready to open up!  Thank you. 

182 pounds were donated in the month of March 
and a total of 415 pounds has been donated thus 
far for Lent.  Since January 1st, 1,063 pounds 

have been donated! 

Rice Bowls 

Please return your Lenten Rice Bowls with your 

enclosed donations to assist the work of Catholic 

Relief Services on Palm Sunday or the Monday or 

Tuesday of Holy Week.  Please 

place them in the designated 

containters in the Gathering 

Space.  Thank you for your 

participation.  

 

St. Joseph Cemetery News                                     
Christmas decorations, wreathes, boxes, etc. 

should be removed.  The deadline was to remove 
them by March 30th.  Decorations that have not 
been removed will be discarded by the cemetery 
crew.  Thank you for your cooperation.  Also, no 

new shrubs are to be planted in the cemetery. 

 
 

 
LITURGY NOTES                                  

The Triduum (The Three Days)  
This column is a periodic communication from the 
Prayer and Worship Committee.  Holy Thursday 

brings the end of Lent.  That night we begin the three 
days that are the center of our year.  Please take a few 
moments to read the following article.  Find out why 

these three days are so important.  What do they mean 
for you?  We invite you to make these three days 

different from all the days of the year.  
                                                       

THE 
TRIDUUM 

The Church 
remembers the death 
and resurrection of 

Jesus during the Triduum (Latin for 
“three days”). These Three Days are the most 

important time of the Church year! 
The Triduum begins on Holy Thursday with the 

evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper, continues through 
Good Friday with the celebration of the Passion of the 
Lord and, on Holy Saturday, reaches its high point in 

the Easter Vigil, concluding with evening prayer 
on Easter Sunday.  As you read the article, please note 

that we will NOT be having these celebrations this 
year however, this is what we usually do each year. 

 
Mass of 

the Lord’s 
Supper 
On Holy 

Thursday we 
remember the 

Last Supper and that Jesus gave himself in the 



Eucharist. We recall that Jesus chose his apostles 
to serve and lead the Church. 

Remembering that Jesus washed their feet at the 
Last Supper, the priest washes the feet of 

members of the congregation. The evening Mass 
of the Lord’s Supper is a beautiful and 

joyful celebration. During the singing of the 
Gloria, the church bells are rung and then, 

along with the organ, remain silent until the Easter 
Vigil of Holy Saturday night. There is 

a procession of the Eucharist after the Mass to an 
altar of repose, set up in our Gathering 

Space. Then the main altar is stripped bare. The 
evening liturgy has no ending; whether 

we stay to pray awhile or leave; we are now in the 
quiet and peace and glory of the 

Triduum.  
Good 

Friday 
On Good 
Friday we 

remember the 
death of Jesus. 
According to 

ancient 
custom, Mass 
is not celebrated on this day or before the Easter 

Vigil on Holy Saturday night. The 
celebration of the Lord’s Passion and Death takes 

place in the afternoon. It is a 
continuation of the liturgy from the night before; 

there is no greeting. We gather quietly 
and listen to scripture, including the Passion from 

the Gospel of John. We pray at length 
for all the world’s needs. Then there is another 

once-in-a-year event: the holy cross is 
held up in our midst and we come forward one by 

one to do reverence with a kiss or bow 
or a genuflection. All the while we sing not only 

of sorrow but of the glory of the cross. 
Holy Communion follows with hosts consecrated 

on Holy Thursday. Again, there is no 
dismissal. 

We continue in fasting and prayer and vigil, in 
rest and quiet through Saturday. This 

Saturday for us is like God’s rest at the end of 
creation. It is Christ’s repose in the tomb. 

 

Easter 
Vigil 

On Holy 
Saturday the 

Church 
meditates on 

the suffering and death of Jesus. Then the 
Church gathers in the Saturday night darkness to 

celebrate the Easter Vigil. 
The Easter Vigil has four parts: The Service of Light, 

the Liturgy of the Word, the 
Liturgy of Baptism, and the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 

During the Service of Light, all the lights in the 
church are turned off and a fire is 

prepared outside the church. We gather outside as the 
fire is blessed and the Paschal 

Candle is lighted from the new fire. The great candle 
is carried into the dark church. It is 

a sign of Christ, the Light of the World, who has 
overcome the darkness of sin and death. 

The lighted Paschal Candle provides the only 
illumination. Then, from its flame, 

members of the congregation light candles that they 
are holding. The flame is passed 

from person to person until everyone is holding a 
lighted candle. The Exsultet – the 

Easter Proclamation – is sung. This is an ancient, 
haunting and beautiful hymn of praise. 

In the Liturgy of the Word, we listen to some of the 
most powerful scriptures in our 

Bible, recalling the great events of salvation, from the 
creation to the gospel of the 

resurrection. 
During the Liturgy of Baptism, those who have been 

preparing for Baptism (if any) are 
baptized and anointed. All of us renew our baptismal 

promises. For us, these are the 
moments when death and life meet, when we reject 

evil and give our promises to God. 
All of this is in the communion we call the Church. So 

together we go to the table and 
celebrate the Easter Eucharist. 

Easter day begins and we are ready for Fifty Days of 
rejoicing! 

 
 
 
 



860.229.9006

ShakerFuneralHome.com

764 Farmington Ave., New Britain, CT 06053764 Farmington Ave., New Britain, CT 06053
Family owned since 1993Family owned since 1993
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NUCHIE’S 
RESTAURANT

Unique  Menu 
Planning

Featuring Italian Specialty Table
Celebrating 44 Years

164 Central St., Bristol, CT 06010
860-582-1108

Catering Available TheST. PIERREFamily

RESTAURANT & CATERING
HOME OF THE FAMOUS CHILI DOGHOME OF THE FAMOUS CHILI DOG

747-0566
1248 Queen Street - Southington

TONY’STONY’S
O I L  C O M P A N Y

860-747-5412
5¢ Senior Discount

Roger B.MICHELE’S
  BARBER/styling

D I S C O U N T S
Seniors - Children

13 Jerome Ave., Bristol
860-582-5087

Tu-F: 7a-6p; Sa: 7a-5p; Su: 8a-12n

320 Farmington Ave. (Rt. 10) - Plainville, CT 06062
860-793-2811

Good Old Fashion Service - Stop By & Visit!
Friendly service you canTRUST.

We will work hard to earn yourTRUST.
MikesAutoPlainville.com

MIKE’S AUTO SERVICE

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
  It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

Plainville’s ONLY Family Owned and 
Operated Funeral Home

-  FAMILY OWNED,  FAMILY FO CUSED  -
Andrea Wasley, CFSP • Owner, Funeral Director

81 Broad Street - Plainville, CT 06062         860.747.8100
www.PlainvilleFuneralHome.com

25 Norton Place, Plainville
Rubbish - Recycling - Construction - Demolition - Bulky WasteRubbish - Recycling - Construction - Demolition - Bulky Waste
High-Grade Paper - Wood Waste - Metal & Electronics RecyclingHigh-Grade Paper - Wood Waste - Metal & Electronics Recycling

Stump Disposal - Single Stream RecyclingStump Disposal - Single Stream Recycling

Residential - Commercial - Industrial - MunicipalResidential - Commercial - Industrial - Municipal
Shopping Malls - Hospitals - Housing Complexes - RestaurantsShopping Malls - Hospitals - Housing Complexes - Restaurants
Waste Removal & Recycling ServicesWaste Removal & Recycling Services

Hartford County
860-747-1335
New London County
860-447-1473

Plainville’s Oldest Funeral Home
Serving All Faiths in the Community forServing All Faiths in the Community forOver 130 Over 130 

YearYears
Traditional Funeral, 

Cremation &
 Memorial Services

   48 Broad Street, Plainville, CT 06062
860-747-2295860-747-2295 www.BAILEY-FUNERALHOME.com

 Blaire L. Bouchard, Funeral Director
 Medicaid/Title 19 Assistance Life Planning Consultant On Staff

Bailey Funeral HomeBailey Funeral Home
Volunteers Needed to 

Teach English as a
Second Language

www.SienaLearningCenter.org

One hour sessions each week, one to 
one classes with an Adult Learner
No experience necessary, all 

books and training are provided
Contact Nancy Rodriguez

860-348-0622
29 Edson St., New Britain, CT

A Ministry of the
Dominican Sisters of Peace

Siena Learning 
Center

JRJRJRJRHEATING&

COOLING
Lic. #303285

Servicing all major brands of central heating sys., 
boliers, central a/c systems & window units!

www.jrheatandcool.com

860-793-2686
Call today to Schedule & Save!

992 Our Lady of Mercy, Plainville, CT (B)  John Patrick Publishing 1.800.333.3166 - www.jppc.net

Rosaries From Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers 

of your Loved One”

841 MAIN STREET
TEWKSBURY, MA 01876 

www.rosariesfromfl owers.com
(978) 851-9103

C L
F  O   O

E  1990
www.costellolandscaping.com/860-747-1771

Property Maintenance
Commercial Snow Removal

Litter & Sand Sweeping
Dumpsters & Estate Clean-outs

Family  Ambulance Police Fire
GPS + Fall Alert* + APP Tracking

24/7•365 - USA Based Monitoring
No Contract

FREE SHIPPING
CALL NOW! 800-866-2180

y

2
AS LOW ASAS LOW AS

$$19199595
A MonthA Month*

As Shown GPS
*911 Direct Connect

24 Hour Protection at 24 Hour Protection at HOMEHOME &  & AWAYAWAY!!
If  You LIVE ALONELIVE ALONE You Need MDMedMDMedAlert!Alert! TTM

• Pruning

• Cabling

• Tree Removal

Plainville, CT 06062
Timothy Holcomb

Offi  ce: 860-747-2805
Cell: 860-416-0668

Licensed Arborist S-4442 • Est. 1940
Full Insured • holcombtree@yahoo.com

ST. ANTHONY SOCIETY
We are hoping to get 

new members!
~ELAINE~

860-747-2528
WE ARE ON THE CHURCH 

WEBSITE AT: WWW.OLMCT.ORG

Paid for by PETIT PROPERTIESIEST

Senior Living with Assistance
860-223-2123 • stluciansresidence.com
Private Furnished Rooms • Meals • Security

Supervised Medication & Bathing
Social Activities • Daily Mass

Gardens & Grounds • Air Conditioned • Laundry

24/7 Skilled Nursing Care
Short & Long Term Care
World Class Therapy
Secured Dementia Unit

860.224.3111
AutumnLakeNewBritain.com




