
First Sunday of Advent                                 
November 28th, 2021 

 

  
Saturday November 27, Vigil First Sunday of Advent      

4:00pm Tadeusz Wojtowicz Req. Family                          

Sunday November 28, First Sunday of Advent           

8:30am For the Intentions of All Parishioners of the 

Parish                                                                                

10:30am Tadeusz Predota Req. Elizabeth                 

Monday November 29, Advent Weekday                                                      

8:00am For the Intentions of Ted Linquist                  

Tuesday November 30, St. Andrew, Apostle                                                      

8:00am Andrzej Predota Req. Elizabeth & Family                    

Wednesday December 1, Advent Weekday                                                   

No Mass                                                                   

Thursday December 2, Advent Weekday                                      

8:00am Betty Boukus 5th Anniv. Reg. Family                 

Friday December 3, St. Francis Xavier, Priest                             

8:00am Stephanie & Ralph Bowker Req. Family                                                                              

8:30am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament                                        

Saturday December 4, St. John Damascene, Priest & 

Doctor of the Church, Blessed Virgin Mary                                                               

8:00am For All the Holy Souls in Purgatory                                                         

Saturday December 4, Vigil Second Sunday of Advent      

4:00pm Barbara Roguz Req. Family                          

Sunday December 5, Second Sunday of Advent           

8:30am For the Intentions of All Parishioners of the 

Parish                                                                                

10:30am William “Bernie” Peters Req. Family                      

WEEKLY OFFERTORY                                      
Due to an earlier than usual deadline for this 

week’s bulletin, the offertory will be printed at a 

later date. Please use the Donation Boxes at the 

Entrances of the Church. 

Thank You for Your 

Continuous, Generous 

Support & May God 

Bless You! 

First Sunday of Advent                                                 

First Reading 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

The Lord will fulfill his promises to Israel and 

Judah. 

Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 25:4-5,8-9,10,14 

The Lord will teach us his paths. 

Second Reading 

1 Thessalonians 3:12—4:2 

Paul encourages the Thessalonians to be holy and to 

please God. 

Gospel Reading 

Luke 21:25-28,34-36 

Jesus teaches his disciples to be vigilant so that they 

will be ready when the Son of Man comes in glory. 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

Today is the 

first Sunday of 

Advent, which 

is also the first 

Sunday of the 

new liturgical 

year. The 

Advent season 

includes the 

four Sundays 

that precede 

Christmas. 

Advent is a time of preparation for the coming of 

the Lord. In this season, we recall two central 

elements of our faith: the final coming of the Lord 

in glory and the incarnation of the Lord in the birth 

of Jesus. The key themes of the Advent season are 

watchful waiting, preparation, and justice. 

In this new liturgical year, the Gospel of Luke will 

be the primary Gospel proclaimed (Lectionary 

Cycle C). Today's Gospel is taken from the last 

chapter before the passion narrative in which Jesus 

is teaching in the Temple. We hear Jesus speak to 

his disciples about the need for vigilance and prayer 

as they wait for the coming of the Son of Man in 

glory. This passage marks the conclusion of a 

lengthy dialogue in which Jesus predicts the 

destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem, warns 

about the persecution and tribulations to follow, 

and identifies the signs that will signal the coming 

of the Son of Man in glory. 

The community for whom Luke wrote his Gospel 

may have believed that they were already 

experiencing some of the events Jesus described. 

Most scholars believe that Luke's Gospel was 

written after the destruction of Jerusalem by the 

Romans in 70 A.D. At the time, many Christians 



interpreted this event as an indication that Jesus' 

second coming was near. 

Though Jesus predicts a time of destruction and 

fear, Jesus indicates that others will be frightened; 

Jesus' disciples are not to fear, but are to stand tall. 

Yet Jesus does not promise deliverance from 

anxiety or tribulations. He encourages his disciples 

to pray for strength. The early Christian 

communities did not find consolation in the 

promise of a utopia, nor should we. Instead, we 

find in our Christian faith the means by which we 

witness to God's unfailing love for us in all 

circumstances. 

Jesus' predictions about the end times may sound 

dire, but in the next paragraph Luke tells us that 

people woke early to listen to Jesus' teaching in the 

Temple area. In his person and in his message, 

those who heard Jesus found strength and 

consolation. Like the first Christians, we may 

encounter events and circumstances that could lead 

us to despair. Through prayer, however, we find 

strength and consolation in Jesus' words and in his 

continuing presence with us to endure all things 

and to witness to the action of God in our world. 

Taken from:  

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-

resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/first-

sunday-of-advent-cycle-c-sunday-connection/  

 

The Tabernacle Lamp…                                                                    

is lighted for the Greater Glory of God 

and in recognition of the Real Presence of 

Christ.  This week the candle is flickering for the 

Intentions of Leona Bisson, requested by Francine 

Walko. 

Sacrament of Baptism                                                                     

We look forward to welcoming 

you and celebrating the 

Sacrament of Baptism of your 

child.  You may begin 

preparation even before your child is born.  To 

begin the process, call Sue at 860-747-5451.  The 

date of the Baptism is scheduled after attending 

the Parent Preparation Program.  Please note 

that Godparents must be confirmed and obtain a 

Sponsor Certificate from their own Catholic 

parish.  
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Sunday November 28                                                            

10:30a AA, Room 107                                                         

5:30 – 7:30p Chosen, Gym & Library                   

Monday November 29                                                         

9:30a Legion of Mary, Parish Center                                    

4:30 – 5:30p Faith Formation Gr. 1 - 5, Parish Center  

6:00 – 7:30p Edge, Gym                                                    

Tuesday November 30                                                        

9a Bible Study, Room 106                                                            

3:15 – 6:15p St. Joseph Basketball, Gym                                 

4:30 – 6p Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, Atrium                                              

Wednesday December 1                                                       

3:15 – 6:15p St. Joseph Basketball, Gym                                                              

Thursday December 2                                                         

3:15 – 6:15p St. Joseph Basketball, Gym                                   

4:30 – 6p Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, Atrium                                             

7p Pastoral Council Meeting, Room 106               

Saturday December 4                                                       

8:45a Altar Society Team #1, Church                                   

4:30 – 5:30p Teen Practice, Gym                                                 

5:30 – 8p Teen Nights, Gym                                                      

Sunday December 5                                                             

10:30a AA, Room 107                                                         

8 – 10:30a Knights of Columbus Breakfast, Gym  
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Welcome to Our Lady of 
Mercy!                                                           

If you are new to our parish and wish 

to become a member of OLM, we 
invite you to introduce yourself to our pastor, Fr. 

Raymond Smialowski, and to register.  Registration 
can be completed by stopping by the parish office, 
completing a short registration form which can be 

found on our home page at www.olmct.org under the 
heading “New to Our Parish?”, or calling the Parish 
Office at 860.747.6825 and we can fill it out with you 

over the phone.  Please return the hard copy to the 
office by dropping it off at the Parish Office, the 
collection box, or mailing it to 19 S. Canal St., 

Plainville.   

Next Teen focused Mass is Dec 19 at 

10:30! Our Teens are working hard 

behind the scenes to lead Mass music 

and gather musicians to play!  If you 

want to join this group, email 

olmteens@gmail.com!  

Confirmation                                                     
Next Session is TONIGHT, Nov 28th.  Remember 

to think about who you may trust as your 

sponsor. Have those conversations! 

olmteens@gmail.com  

TEEN Night                           

A GREAT response to 

the Jesus Take Over 

at Saint Dominic on 

Nov 13th.  We had 

about 18-20 attend from Our Lady of Mercy.  

Some new and welcomed faces added to our core 

group who drives us forward in our Faith Journey!  

Thanks to all the core members who welcomed 

our newest faces with open arms and kind 

support in new experiences! 

Next Teen Night is Escape Room!  Dec 4 from             

6-8pm in the Gym for Dinner, Escape Room and 

open gym!  olmteens@gmail.com 

           EDGE                                 

Next session 

is Nov 29th.  We 

will be 

working with Advent 

wreaths! See you there!!! 

olmteens@gmail.com                               

Steubenville East Youth Conference!!!                                                         

High School aged Teens start considering with your family.  

Limited information is available at this time given COVID 

restrictions.  Plans are still being formulated by the 

Conference.  More information will be posted here and on 

www.olmseek.org as soon as it comes available.  

olmteens@gmail.com 

Service to Our Faith                                                                       

Teens and family came out to 

live their faith and share their 

God given talents to help 

others on Nov 14th.  Making a 

difference with an awesome 

attitude and sense of team.  Raking more than 7 

properties including an unexpected extra who was 

speechless due to the generosity of our Teens.  

After hours of clearing properties, they did not 

hesitate to add one more.  A big hand to all our 

Teens and parents who came out and gave it their 

all.  This is service in our Faith with open and giving 

hearts. 

 Looking for Assistants for Catechesis of the 

Good Shepherd Program…                                      

Tuesdays 4:30 – 6pm weekly or Thursdays 4:30 – 

6pm weekly.  For more info please contact 

Michelle at ourladyofmercyreled@gmail.com.     

Assistants Needed for Faith Formation Classes      
We invite you to assist in the Faith Formation 

Classes on every other Monday evening to help the 
children learn about Jesus.  The classes are an hour 

long.  For more info please contact Michelle at 
ourladyofmercyreled@gmail.com.   
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Donations for Faith Formation                                      

Michelle is planning an Advent 

Meditation for the entire parish.  

Needed are donated items such 

as, nativity sets without the Three 

Wise Men.  Any extra angels or 

sheep would be appreciated, all different sizes.   

The Faith Formation program is also asking for 

donations of Disinfecting Wipes, Lysol Spray, Paper 

Towels, Hand Sanitizer, and Tissues.  A bin will be 

placed in the Gathering Space labeled                           

“Faith Formation Donations.” 

Advent Preparation - 

Need Your Help!!! 

Looking for Parents to help volunteer with an 

Advent Preparation that is coming the 

second week of December. (December 10-13)                  
2 weeks to plan!!! Yikes!!! I am looking for strong 

and able people who can help: 

• Carry Items from the basement of the 

Church to the Gym on Thursday, Dec 9th, at 

night & Set up Friday, Dec 10th 

• Return Christmas Items from Gym to 

Basement after Cleanup on Monday Dec 

13th 

• Setup Helpers 

• Cleanup Helpers 

• Door Ushers the nights of the Celebration 

(still organizing times) 

• Creative People to help make some Prayer 

Cards that are 11 x 14 

I will supply the Bible passage and materials.   

If you can volunteer your time and talents, please 

contact me as soon as possible. I am looking to 

have our first meeting next week. 

Please email me at 

Ourladyofmercyreled@gmail.com and state what it 

is you can offer help towards as soon as possible.  

You can also contact me at 860-747-6825.                    

Thank you for your support. Michelle 

Thank you for your generous support 

last week for the collection for the 

Catholic Campaign for Human 

Development!  If you missed the 

collection, it’s not too late to give! 

Visit 

www.usccb.org/nationalcollections and click “How to 

Give” under “Resources”.  

 

Book of Remembrance                                              
During the month of November we 

remember and pray in a special 
way for the deceased.  You are 

invited to write the names of your 
beloved loved ones in the Book of 
Remembrance, which has been set 

out near the altar.   

“The Nativity 

Story: Art of the 

Crèche”                                       

The Blessed 

Michael McGivney 

Pilgrimage Center 

(formerly the 

Knights of 

Columbus Museum) has opened its Christmas 2021 

exhibit, “The Nativity Story: Art of the Crèche.” 

Admission and parking are free and the Center will 

be open Wednesdays through Sundays, from 10 am 

to 4 pm. Please go to 

www.michaelmcgivneycenter.org  or call 203-865-

0400 in advance to obtain timed-entry tickets. 
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