
 

 
 
 

 

 
The Celebration of the HOLY EUCHARIST 

Sunday Vigil (Saturday): 4:00pm – Sunday: 8:30am & 10:30am 
Daily Mass: 8:00am (No morning Mass on Wednesdays) 

 
The Sacrament of RECONCILIATION (Confession) 

Saturday: 12 Noon or by appointment 
 

Reverend Raymond Smialowski, Pastor 
Deacon Robert A. Berube, Senior Deacon 

Sandra DeBlois, Bookkeeper 
Jo-Ann Blanchette-Silverio, Administrative Assistant 

Michelle Batista, Ministry for Young Children & Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd 

Eric Hoffman, Organist and Music Director 
Karen Okoski, Youth Minister                                                  

Daniel Kulas, Maintenance 
 

Parish and Cemetery Office: 19 South Canal Street 
Telephone: 860-747-6825 – Fax: 860-747-5407 

Hours: Monday through Friday, 9:00am to 4:00pm 
Parish e-mail: olmct@sbcglobal.net – Parish website: www.olmct.org 

Faith Formation website: www.OLMseek.org                                
Facebook®: OurLadyOfMercyChurchCT  

 
Born as a Mission of Bristol in 1864 and 

Established as a Parish in 1881 
 
 
WELCOME TO OUR LADY OF MERCY CHURCH!                
If you are new to the area or just visiting, please stop and 
introduce yourself. We are pleased to have you share in our 
celebration of the Eucharist. We invite you to become part of our 
parish family. To register or to update your address or phone 
number, please complete this form and mail it to the Parish Office 
or place in the collection box.  Thank you. 
__ New Parishioner  __ Address/Phone Number Change 
Name: _________________________________________________________  
St. Address:____________________________Phone#________________ 
City:  _____________________________ State: _____Zip: _____________   
 

“Do whatever He tells you.” 
– Mary to the disciples of Jesus  

(John 2:5) 



The Holy Family of Jesus, 
Mary & Joseph                                 

December 26th, 2021 
 

  
Saturday December 25, The Nativity of the Lord 
(Christmas)                                                                                        
10:00am Christmas Day                                                  
Sunday December 26, The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 
& Joseph                                                                                 
8:30am For the Intentions of All Parishioners of the 
Parish                                                                                
10:30am Mary & Al Kazokas, Joe &  Pauline Raynock 
Req. Marie, Joe & Ashley                                                
Monday December 27, St. John, Apostle & Evangelist                                                      
8:00am Paul Pavano Req. Maria                                     
Tuesday December 28, The Holy Innocents, Martyrs                                                          
8:00am Stanislawa Charyk Req. Maria                   
Wednesday December 29, Fifth Day within the Octave 
of the Nativity of the Lord                                                   
No Morning Mass                                                                              
Thursday December 30, Sixth Day within the Octave 

of the Nativity of the Lord                                                
8:00am Connie Kloskowski Reg. Kathleen Bernavage                            
Friday December 31, Seventh Day within the Octave of 
the Nativity of the Lord                                                       

8:00am Santo & Genevieve Aparo Req. Family    
8:30am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament          
Friday December 31, Vigil Solemnity of Mary, Mother 
of God                                                                              
4:00pm Dennis Hart Req. Donna Marotto                                                     

Saturday January 1, Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 
God                                                                             
10:00am For the Intentions of the People of the Parish & 
for Blessings in the New Year                                                  
Sunday January 2, Epiphany of the Lord                          
8:30am For the Intentions of All Parishioners of the 
Parish                                                                                
10:30am Viola Sliwonik Req. Family  

                  WEEKLY OFFERTORY                                      
$4,610.00 Weekly Donation for Dec. 12    

$2,359.00 Retired Religious Donation                        

$730.00 Immaculate Conception Donation                        
Please use the Donation Boxes at the Entrances of 

the Church. Thank 
You for Your 

Continuous, 

Generous Support & 

May God Bless You! 

A Thought for the Feast 

of the Holy Family – 

Year C 

Today we celebrate the Feast 

of the Holy Family.  The 

scripture readings speak to us 

about the need for love and 

respect within our family 

bonds and the importance of 

the family unit.  

Today I would like to share with you a story, written 

by a 19th century British author, Edward Vernal Lucas. 

A mother lost her soldier son, and news of his dying 

came to her in dispatches from the war.  He had died 

while fighting nobly at the head of his regiment.  His 

mother was disconsolate.  “If only I could see him 

again,” she prayed, “if only for five minutes – just to 

see him.”  An angel heard her prayer.  “For five 

minutes,” said the angel, “you will see him.” 

“Quick, quick,” said the mother, her tears turned to 

momentary joy.  “Yes,” said the angel, “but think a 

little.  He was a grown man and there are 30 years from 

which to choose.  How would you like to see him?”  For 

a moment, the mother paused and wondered.  The 

angel continued, “Would you like to see him at his 

post, brave in the face of danger?  Would you like to 

see him again as on that day at school when he stepped 

forward to receive the award for the highest honors in 

his class?”  At that the mother’s face lit up.  The angel 

continued, “Would you like to see him as the baby to 

whom you had just given birth?” 

After a while the mother began slowly, “No, I would 

like to see him for five minutes as he was one day 

when he ran in from the garden to ask my forgiveness 

for having done something wrong.  He was so small 

and so unhappy and the tears were making streaks 

down his face through the garden dust.  He flew into 

my arms with such force that he hurt me.” 

The one thing the mother wished, above all, to 

recapture was the moment when her son needed her.  

There is nothing more moving in life than to hear 

another say, “I need you; I cannot do without you.” 

This story points to the essence of what we celebrate 

today on this Feast of the Holy Family.  The human 

family is a focus of shared need, shared sorrows, shared 

joys, and shared hopes.  The Holy Family, Jesus, Mary, 

and Joseph needed one another.  We need one another.   

                   God Bless, Fr. Ray  



 The Tabernacle Lamp…                                                                    

is lighted for the Greater Glory of God and in 

recognition of the Real Presence of Christ.  

This week the candle is flickering for the 

Intentions of the Marta Szach Family. 

Sacrament of Baptism                                                                     

We look forward to welcoming you and 

celebrating the Sacrament of Baptism of your 

child.  You may begin preparation even before 

your child is born.  To begin the process, call Sue 

at 860-747-5451.  The date of the Baptism is 

scheduled after attending the Parent Preparation 

Program.  Please note that 

Godparents must be confirmed and 

obtain a Sponsor Certificate from 

their own Catholic parish.  

Welcome to Our Lady of 
Mercy!                                                           

If you are new to our parish and wish to 
become a member of OLM, we invite you to introduce 
yourself to our pastor, Fr. Raymond Smialowski, and 
to register.  Registration can be completed by stopping 

by the parish office, completing a short registration 
form which can be found on our home page at 

www.olmct.org under the heading “New to Our 
Parish?”, or calling the Parish Office at 860.747.6825 
and we can fill it out with you over the phone.  Please 
return the hard copy to the office by dropping it off at 

the Parish Office, the collection box, or mailing it to 
19 S. Canal St., Plainville.   

Looking for Assistants for Catechesis of the 

Good Shepherd Program…                                      

Tuesdays 4:30 – 6pm weekly or Thursdays 4:30 – 

6pm weekly.  For more info please contact 

Michelle at ourladyofmercyreled@gmail.com.     

Assistants Needed for Faith Formation Classes      
We invite you to assist in the Faith Formation 

Classes on every other Monday evening to help the 
children learn about Jesus.  The classes are an hour 

long.  For more info please contact Michelle at 
ourladyofmercyreled@gmail.com.   

 

Sunday December 26                                                             

10:30a AA, Room 107                                                                                              
Monday December 27                                                         

Parish Office Closed                                     
Friday December 31                                                               

Parish Office Closed                                                             
Sunday January 2                                                                   

10:30a AA, Room 107                                                                  
5:30 – 7:30p CHOSEN, Gym & Library 

Confirmation                                                                           

Next Session is Jan 2, 2022.  Look for opportunities 

to be in service in your Faith!  Remember to get 

your Baptism records in and your Sponsor 

certificates. Have those conversations!  

olmteens@gmail.com 

TEEN Night!                                                                                                            

Next Teen Night is 

Saturday, Jan 8, 2022 

from 6-8pm in the 

Gym for Dinner, 

Activity and Open Gym!  olmteens@gmail.com  

Check out olmseek.org on the teens page! 

EDGE                                                                

Next session is Jan 3rd, 6 – 7:30p in 
the Gym.  olmteens@gmail.com 

Teen Mass                                              

Our Teens are working hard behind the 

scenes to lead Mass music and gather 

musicians to play!  If you want to join this 

group or get involved in the teen focused 

Mass, email olmteens@gmail.com!  Next Teen 

focused Mass is Jan 9 at 10:30!                                               

The Parish Office will be 

closed Monday, 

December 27th and 

Friday, December 31st! 

 
There will be No Faith Formation Classes on 
January 3rd.  Classes will be rescheduled to                

January 10th and 24th. 



Retreat Theme for Holy 

Family – In the Spirit of Trust                                                  

The scriptures remind us, the 

most important form of trust 

we can have is our trust in 

God.  To have a relationship 

with God, we need to be able to trust that God will 

provide for us and guide us on our journey through 

life.  That kind of trust begins in our relationships 

with others.  Our retreat theme In the Spirit of Trust 

will explore the notion of trust and how it is gained, 

as well as lost.  We will share our personal faith 

experiences of trusting in God’s providence and help 

one another to build a foundation for lasting trust in 

the one who created us and loves us.  The retreat 

begins with a buffet dinner from 6 – 7:30pm on 

Friday evening and concludes Sunday with the 

celebration of Mass at 10:45am followed by a hot 

brunch at noon.  Families of retreatants are most 

welcome to attend the Sunday Mass and brunch at 

no extra charge.  Offering: $325…More if you can – 

less if you can’t.  The Men’s Retreat is Jan. 14 – 16, 

2022.  The Women’s Retreat can be attended any of 

these dates, Jan. 7 – 9, 28 – 30, March 4 – 6, April 22 

– 24 or June 3 – 5, 2022.  For more info please call 

Bill at 860.919.3950. 

Christmas Flowers                                         
Thank you to everyone who have 

made donations to defray the cost of 

the Christmas flowers.  Some people 

made a donation for a poinsettia in memory of a 

loved one.  Such donating can still be made by 

placing your flower envelope in the offertory box.  A 

listing in whose memory flowers have been given 

will be printed for the January 9th bulletin, which 

marks the Baptism of Our Lord, the last day this 

year of the Christmas Season. 

Thank You…                                                                                               

to everyone who shared their time and talents to enhance 

our Christmas celebration.  A special thank you to those 

who helped decorate the church, those who shared their 

musical talents, the choir members, the youth, those who 

donated Christmas flowers as well as to everyone who 

sent Christmas cards and good wishes to the Parish 

Center.  May God Bless and reward you. 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

Start the New Year with Jesus' Mother—and 

Our Own 

 

,

,

 ,

 ( 26),

 6-7;  ( 27),

, ;

( 29),

,

; (

, 30,

  ).

, ,

( ) , 1:

, . 

 ,

,

25

(  

, 6), ( )

, 1, .

, ,

,

, .

, ,

,

(

),  1.

 ,

,

1

— , .



,  ,

,  

. ,

.

' '  : "

."

-

—" - ."

, ,

,

.

,

,

. ,

, , . 

, , !

Richert, Scott P. "The Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God." 

Learn Religions, Feb. 8, 2021, learnreligions.com/solemnity-of-

mary-mother-of-god-3970726. 

Basketball Free Throw 
Championship                                    

The Knights of Columbus 
Annual Basketball Free 

Throw Championship will be 
held on Sunday, January 9, at 
4:00 pm in the Parish Center. 

The contest is for all boys and girls aged 9 to 14 (age 
as of January 1, 2022) and it’s fun for the whole family 

to come out and watch the competition.  Boys and 
girls compete each in respective age and gender 
divisions (for example, 9 years old girls compete 
against one another, etc.) and winners progress 

through local, district, and state levels.  Thanks to 
the Knights members and especially sponsor JR 

Heating and Cooling, prizes will be given to each 
age group winner.  Refreshments provided. Parent 
permission is required for participation.  Bring 
proof of age. For questions, call Rich Dziura, 860-

747-5451 or send an e-mail message to dzfam@att.net  
for more information. 

The Feast of the Epiphany…                                                              

is next Sunday.  On this Feast Day, the main entrance 

of the church will be marked with the initials of the 

three Kings, Casper, Melchior, and Balthazar.  As the 

doors are marked, we will pray that as a parish we 

will always seek to welcome Christ into our hearts 

and to seek Him in our daily lives.  Parish families are 

invited to mark the main door in your homes in a 

similar way.  Blessed chalk will be available. 

Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord                               
Sunday, Jan. 9th is the Feast of the Baptism of Our 
Lord.  On this Feast Day we are reminded of the 

importance of our Baptisms.  Everyone is invited to 
bring a picture from the day of their baptism to Mass 

and place it on the table that will be set up in the 
sanctuary.  The 10:30am Mass will be a special 

celebration that Sunday with the children and youth 
taking an active part.  The children in the elementary 

school level are asked to gather in the Gathering Space 
by 10am for a rehearsal of a song that will be sung 

during Mass and to prepare for the entrance 
procession during which the children are asked to 

carry a picture from the day of their Baptism. 
 

Inclement Weather                                                                 
Please remember that in the case of late openings or 
school closures due to snow, the weekday 8am Mass 

will not be celebrated.  This long-standing policy here at 
OLM is to ensure the safety of those attending Mass. 

! 



Catering Available TheST. PIERREFamily

RESTAURANT & CATERING
HOME OF THE FAMOUS CHILI DOGHOME OF THE FAMOUS CHILI DOG

747-0566
1248 Queen Street - Southington

TONY’STONY’S
O I L  C O M P A N Y

860-747-5412
5¢ Senior Discount

25 Norton Place, Plainville
Rubbish - Recycling - Construction - Demolition - Bulky WasteRubbish - Recycling - Construction - Demolition - Bulky Waste
High-Grade Paper - Wood Waste - Metal & Electronics RecyclingHigh-Grade Paper - Wood Waste - Metal & Electronics Recycling

Stump Disposal - Single Stream RecyclingStump Disposal - Single Stream Recycling

Residential - Commercial - Industrial - MunicipalResidential - Commercial - Industrial - Municipal
Shopping Malls - Hospitals - Housing Complexes - RestaurantsShopping Malls - Hospitals - Housing Complexes - Restaurants
Waste Removal & Recycling ServicesWaste Removal & Recycling Services

Hartford County
860-747-1335
New London County
860-447-1473

992 Our Lady of Mercy, Plainville, CT (B)  John Patrick Publishing 1.800.333.3166 - www.jppc.net

Rosaries From Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers 

of your Loved One”

841 MAIN STREET
TEWKSBURY, MA 01876 

www.rosariesfromfl owers.com
(978) 851-9103

C L
F  O   O

E  1990
www.costellolandscaping.com/860-747-1771

Property Maintenance
Commercial Snow Removal

Litter & Sand Sweeping
Dumpsters & Estate Clean-outs

ST. ANTHONY SOCIETY
We are hoping to get 

new members!
~ELAINE~

860-747-2528
WE ARE ON THE CHURCH 

WEBSITE AT: WWW.OLMCT.ORG

Paid for by PETIT PROPERTIESIEST

Senior Living with Assistance
860-223-2123 • stluciansresidence.com
Private Furnished Rooms • Meals • Security

Supervised Medication & Bathing
Social Activities • Daily Mass

Gardens & Grounds • Air Conditioned • Laundry

Locally Owned and Operated
by Lifelong Members of Your Community

Andrea Wasley, CFSP • Owner, Funeral Director
Blaire Bouchard • Funeral Director, Pre-Planning Consultant 

81 Broad Street - Plainville, CT 06062         860.747.8100
www.PlainvilleFuneralHome.com

-  FAMILY OWNED,  FAMILY FO CUSED  -

Compliments of
Bristol Hospital

Plainville Medical Center
Volunteers Needed to Teach English as a Second Language

No teaching experience needed. All books & training are provided
INTERESTED? Call Nancy Rodriguez, 860-348-0622

Siena Learning Center
ADULT LITERACY: A MINISTRY OF THE DOMINICAN SISTERS

Providing support and encouragement in a welcoming safe place
29 Edson Street, New Britain 

www.sienalearningcenter.org
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Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
  It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

Catholic Cemeteries Association is making it 
even easier with our End-Of-2021 Specials!

Purchase any grave or mausoleum 
crypt and receive 0% fi nancing, 

with no money down!

Any space more than $7,500, 
pay 24 equal monthly 

payments for two years*

Any space less than $7,500, pay 
12 equal monthly payments 

for one year*

Call one of our Family Service Advisors today for more details! Off er expires 12/31/2021
*Cannot be combined with any other off ers. Special applies to Pre-Need sales only.

700 Middletown Avenue, North Haven CT      203-239-2557      www.ccacem.org




