
The Nativity of the Lord -
Christmas,                         

December 25, 2022 
 

  
Saturday December 24, Vigil of the Nativity of the 

Lord                                                                                      

4:00pm Christmas Vigil                                                          

Saturday December 24, Christmas Night            

10:00pm  Christmas Night                                                           

Sunday December 25, Christmas                                         

8:30am Christmas Morning                                                 

10:30am Christmas Morning                                           

Monday December 26, St. Stephen, The First Martyr                              

8:00am Alfred Bourque  Req. Leona                    

Tuesday December 27, St. John, Apostle & Evangelist                                

8:00am Pauline Casey Req. Legion of Mary                            

Wednesday December 28, Holy Innocents, Martyrs                                                          

No Mass                                                                              

Thursday December 29, St. Thomas Becket, Bishop & 

Martyr                                                                                

8:00am Vivian & Roger Pegolo Req. Family                                   

Friday December 30, The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, 

& Joseph                                                                               

8:00am Santo & Genevieve Aparo Req. Family                                        

Saturday December 31, St. Sylvester I, Pope                              

8am Marion Schmidt 1st. Anniv.                                      

Joseph Binette 1st Anniv.                                                        

Denis Vidal Month’s Mind                                                                                     

Noon Confession                                                                                                          

Saturday December 31, Vigil of Solemnity of Mary, 

The Holy Mother of God, The Octave Day of the 

Nativity of the Lord                                                             

4:00pm William J. Furlong, III Req. Grandparents                                                          

Sunday January 1, Solemnity of Mary, The Holy 

Mother of God, The Octave Day of the Nativity of the 

Lord                                                                                                      

8:30am For the Intentions of All Parishioners                                                 

10:30am Raymond Kaczynski – 36th Anniv. Req. Family        

WEEKLY OFFERTORY 

$5,589.13 December 11 

$1,581 Retired Religious 

$913 Holy Day, December 8 

Please use the Donation Boxes at the Entrances of 

the Church. Thank You for Your Continuous, 

Generous Support & May God Bless You! 

A Christmas Message                          
Among the many things Christmas reminds 

us of is that there was a knock at 
midnight probably on more than one door.  
Joseph speaking on behalf of both Mary 
and himself sought entrance to the homes 

and lodgings of those in Bethlehem.  Jewish people in those 
ancient days placed a high value on the duty of hospitality 

to the stranger and passerby.  Even though this was the 
case, the answer to Joseph was “no room here.”   

Mary’s obvious pregnancy and imminent delivery seemed to 
make little difference.  Indeed it was a cold night not so 

much in terms of air temperature but in terms of the hearts 
of people.   

May we be blessed with warm hearts.  Welcoming hearts, 
welcoming Jesus into our hearts and into our homes.  May 
our Lord Jesus Christ, born in Bethlehem, bless you, your 
families and loved ones at this blessed time of hope and 

grace.  May Mary, the Mother of the Child Jesus and our 
Mother, watch over you and our beloved parish of                

Our Lady of Mercy.                                                                                                
A Merry & Blessed Christmas,                                                         

Fr. Raymond Smialowski 

Welcome to Our Lady of 

Mercy!                                                           
If you are new to our parish and wish 

to become a member of OLM, we 

invite you to introduce yourself to our 

pastor, Fr. Raymond Smialowski, and 

to register.  Registration can be completed by stopping by 

the Parish Office, completing a short registration form 

which can be found by clicking the button New Here? At 

www.olmct.org then click Welcome!, or call the Parish 

Office at 860.747.6825 and we can fill it out with you over 

the phone.  Please return the hard copy to the office by 

dropping it off at the Parish Office, the collection box, or 

mailing it to19 S. Canal St., Plainville. 

Monday December 26                                                       

Parish Office Closed                                                          

Wednesday December 28                                                         

10a – 1p St. Joseph Basketball, Gym      

Parish Office Closed                                                               

The Office will be closed on Monday, December 26th and 

will reopen on Tuesday, December 27th.                            

Merry Christmas! 

http://www.olmct.org/


Sacrament of Baptism                                                                     

We look forward to welcoming 

you and celebrating the 

Sacrament of Baptism of your 

child.  You may begin preparation even before 

your child is born.  To begin the process, call Sue 

at 860-747-5451.  The date of the Baptism is 

scheduled after attending the Parent Preparation 

Program.  Please note that Godparents must be 

confirmed and obtain a Sponsor Certificate from 

their own Catholic parish. 

 
Holy Family Passionists Retreats                              

Peace is something we crave, something we seek, 
and something that seems so elusive—“A Missing 

Peace” for which we all long.  Through prayer, 
presentations, and discussions, we can come closer 

to understanding how to achieve the peace that 
Jesus meant for us to have and the peace that is 
meant for us to share in our families and in our 

world. 
You are invited to join us on a weekend retreat at 
Holy Family Retreat Center.  This year’s theme is: 
“A Missing Peace”, Women’s Retreat:  Jan. 6 – 8, 

2023, Men’s Retreat:  Jan. 13 – 15, 2023.                                                             
The retreat begins on Friday with a buffet dinner 

from 6 – 7:30pm and 
concludes Sunday with the 

celebration of Mass at 
10:45am, followed by a 

brunch at noon.  Offertory 
(includes room, meals and 

programs): $350.  “More if you can, Less is you 
can’t.”  Gift certificates available.  For more info: Bill 

Fasciano, 868.919.3950 (men’s retreat) or Laurie 
Fasciano, 860.919.4889 (women’s retreat.) 

 
The Tabernacle Lamp…                                                                    

is lighted for the Greater Glory of God 

and in recognition of the Real Presence 

of Christ.  This week the candle is 

flickering for the Deceased Members of 

the Bonola Family. 

 

Christmas Flowers                                                  

Thank you to all who have made 

donations to defray the cost of the 

Christmas flowers.  Some people 

made a donation for a poinsettia 

in memory of a loved one.  

Donations can still be made by 

placing your flower envelope in the offertory box.  A 

listing in whose memory flower donations have been 

made will be printed for the Feast of the Epiphany, 

which falls this year on January 8th.  We ask that you 

print clearly your loved ones’ names. 

Christmas Gift                                                                                

In the Spirit of Christmas, the book, The Wisdom of the 

Saints, with an introduction by Matthew Kelly, will be 

offered as a gift at each Christmas Mass.  This book offers 

365 days of inspiration each day of the New Year of 2023. 

OLM Giving Tree                                                                          

A Huge Thank You to everyone who donated to the 

OLM Giving Tree this year!  Again, you have donated 

beyond our wildest dreams and have shared the Good 

News of the Infant Jesus through 

your giving.  The organizations 

that have benefited greatly 

through your generosity are 

Birthright, Rocky Hill Veterans’ 

Home, St. Mary’s Church, Catholic 

Worker, Plainville Senior Center, and Apple Rehab. 

Please Note:                                                                                             
Now that winter has begun, a reminder 

concerning the cancellation of the 8am Weekly 
Mass due to snow or ice is being mentioned.  

Our policy is that in the event that the Plainville Schools 
are closed or there is a delay in opening, the 8am Mass will 
not be celebrated.  We follow this policy for the safety of 

those attending Mass.  If the Mass is for your loved one, we 

will be happy to reschedule it.     

Thank you to everyone who donated 

coats and winter hats and gloves to the 

Knights of Columbus collection.  So 

many coats and items were donated 

that two different organizations 

benefitted from your generosity! 

A Prayer for Christmas                                                      

Child of Bethlehem, grant that we may share 

with all our hearts in this profound mystery of 

Christmas.  Put into our hearts this peace for 

which we sometimes seek so desperately and 

which you alone can give us.  Help us know one 

another better, and live as brothers and sisters, 

children of the same Father. 

Reveal to us also your beauty, holiness and 

purity.  Awaken 

in our hearts 

love and 

gratitude for 

your infinite 

goodness.  Join 

us all together in 

your love, and 

give us your heavenly peace.  Amen. 

Pope St. John XXIII  



Homily for the Nativity of The Lord, (Christmas) 
December 25, 2022, Year A 

My dear brothers and sisters, all of our ideals, all of our 
dreams of what we want to be, and of what our world 
can be… all of our visions and understandings of God, 

and of God’s ways with us, are focused now on a child… 
God’s Anointed One, God’s Christ. For a child is born 

unto us, a son is given us, wrapped in swaddling clothes 
and lying powerless in a manger, there being no room 

for him elsewhere in our world for his birth. 
 

It is a sacred moment into which we now enter, a 
precious moment, a holy hour observed all over the 

world in Midnight Masses. Midnight Mass gathers so 
many different people in a lovely moment of peace and 

happiness – Blacks and Whites, Asians, Africans, Latinos 
and Anglos…. Catholics, both active and devout as well 

as marginal and estranged, Protestants, members of 
other great faiths, and even doubtful believers with 
hesitant faith. It is a transcendent moment when we 

suspend business as usual, when we suspend suspicion 
and animosities, when we lay aside resentments and 

jealousies, push back our hurts and anger. 
 

The Christmas story once again presents us with 
tremendous vistas. They offer the possibility of 

transforming yet again our beaten-up world and our 
humanity as we’re now living it; they offer us the 

invitation to take hold of God’s power and allow Him to 
re-shape our lives, our present condition, and our souls. 

 
It is the prerogative of God to do such things. Isaiah’s cry 

once again reaches deep into our souls proclaiming: 
The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness – 

on them light has shined. 
For the yoke of their burden, 

and the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor 

you have broken…. 
For a child has been born for us, 

a son given us; 
authority rests on his shoulders; 

and he is named Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

Isaiah’s cry is a fitting introduction to the Gospel account 
of the Christmas story, the infancy narrative of Jesus 

Christ. It’s account is poised between the timeless fairy-
tale quality of the Isaian passages and the all-too-real 

disregard of governmental officials, 
both back then and in our day, for 
the human dilemmas and human 

pain caused by official 
governmental policies. 

 
The brutal taxing of the sweat of 

those whose work seems to be only for the government, 
along with the casting of the marginalized and the poor 

on to the charity of private citizens…. there’s no fairy tale 
in THAT, either back then or right now in our lives. The 
dislocation of the marginalized, along with their forced 
and undocumented migration, a fate in which Joseph 

and Mary and their Child have shared, is all too real and 
common among us even today. And the problem of lack 
of housing, lack of shelter for pregnant women (with it’s 

implicit message that they should abort their babies) 
along with Herod’s raging infanticide, remains the stuff 

of the print and electronic news 
stories we see each day. 

 
And yet all of God’s promises, 
beginning with Abraham and 

renewed down through thousands 
of years of Israel’s history in all of 
her prophets, priests and kings, 
come to be focused still on the 

moment of Christ’s birth. A shaft of divine light with the 
quality of a laser beam shines down through the night’s 
darkness on to a manger, into a human body, in a baby 

miraculously and mysteriously conceived in a little 
virgin girl, a virginal life beyond human mental or 

physical conception, a life that comes only from God, 
unstained by human corruption. 

 
In the darkness of our clutter 
and pollution, in our wasted 

energy and wasted lives, in the 
ruins of Jerusalem in which 

Isaiah cries out, in our 
deceptions both personal and 

in high public office, and in our 
aggressions – individual, racial 

and national, we hear it 
proclaimed once again that the grace of God has 

appeared, offering salvation for us all, calling us to 
righteousness, giving us reasonable expectation and 

hope that, YES, human life can be changed, redeemed 
and transformed. The amazing account we have just 

heard is the good news of amazing grace made human 
flesh. 

 
In our darkness, how do we interpret life? How do we 
interpret our own lives and the lives of our families? 

What light do we offer our sons and daughters in which 
to see and judge? Tonight we can turn to offer them a gift 
that can never be bought in any shopping mall… tonight 

in Christ’s Mass, we can offer them a gift that can only 
come from God, the reality and the truth that the life of 

God has become and still becomes human life. For 
Christ’s life is a life of undreamed-of intensity and 

healing, hope and transcending power…. along with a 
passionate love for each one of us. All of God’s revelation 
becomes very clear, very real, and all too human… but in 



a way that offers extra-ordinary goodness, hope and 
meaning to any human life however buried and 

smothered underneath the 
ash and debris of human sin 

and degradation. 
 

Some (perhaps) would 
demand that I present proofs 
of these assertions. The truth 

is that no proof would be 
sufficient. Why? Because where there is proof there can 

be no faith. Faith and proof cannot exist in the same soul 
and the same time. For faith is an act of love, just as love 

is an act of faith. 
 

But I can offer you what Holy Mother Church has offered 
for 2,000 years now. I can offer you signs. And they are 

all around you, right now. 
 

You are celebrating this Mass with very real people who 
have discovered that there is more goodness in our 

world than evil… that there is more good in their selves 
than they once thought before. You are among people 
who attend Mass each and every weekend, not out of 

obligation and fear of hell, but out of love. You are 
among people who are recovering their lives from 

addictions, who have undergone major conversions, and 
who have come to know Jesus in very personal, intimate 

and loving ways. You are 
in a parish composed of 
very significant numbers 

of people who have 
resumed coming to Mass 
after years of absence and 

alienation from our 
Church. You are 

surrounded by signs of 
Good News, a cloud of witnesses, who are focused here 

in this church on one stupendous and incredibly 
beautiful moment in human time and history… that 

moment when God joined Himself forever and for all 
eternity into ordinary people, took on ordinary human 

flesh and blood, and joins himself here into you and me. 
 

Tremendous power, infinite faith, hope, love, goodness, 
wisdom and vision are all here…. for each one of you, 
and for me along with you. This is the moment when 

ordinary humanity is given the power to become extra-
ordinary…the moment when ordinary bread and 

common wine become infinitely extra-ordinary… and 
when all that seems fairy-tale like in the telling becomes 

very real and very human in the living. 
 

The eternal Word, that Word that is God, became quite 
human so that we might more easily see and 

understand…and more divinely live. It is Christ’s Mass, 
a precious moment that can become a forever of 

moments for you and for me, all because of a God who 
does not reject and despise your humanity and mine…. 

because He has fallen in love with us. 
 

May that gift and that Good News be forever yours and 
your children’s, forever yours and mine and our friends’, 
forever a part of the blessed and wonderful life we share 

here in our family of faith. And may all of God’s 
blessings be with you and yours in this forthcoming year, 

and in which we now together share in God’s 
extraordinary love. 

https://bigccatholics.blogspot.com/2022/12/homily-for-nativity-of-
lord-christmas.html  

 

Thank You to everyone who shared 
their time and talents to decorate the 
church so beautifully for Christmas. 

 
Traveling Statue of Our Lady of Fatima                 

You are invited to receive the statue of Our 
Lady of Fatima into your home for a period of 
one week.  Please indicate your interest on the 

sign-up sheet by the piano. 
 

Feast of the Epiphany , January 8th                                                               
In two weeks, on this 
Feast Day, the main 

entrance of the church 
will be marked with the 

initials of the three 
Kings:   Casper, 

Melchior, and Balthazar.  
As the doors are marked, 

we will pray that as a 
parish we will always 

seek to welcome Christ 
into our hearts and to seek Him in our daily lives.  It 
has been a tradition in the Catholic Church to hand 
out blessed chalk at the Masses for Epiphany, and 

then to use the blessed chalk as part of blessing 
one’s home. 

Parish families are invited to mark the main door in 
your homes in a similar way. Chalk will be blessed 

at the 10:30am Mass. Blessed chalk will be available 
after Mass to take home for your family.  

Scripture Study                                                                             
Our Scripture Study focusing on 

the Sunday readings will be held 
on Monday evenings at 6:30pm or 

Tuesday mornings at 9am in the 
Parish Center.  All are welcome. 

https://bigccatholics.blogspot.com/2022/12/homily-for-nativity-of-lord-christmas.html
https://bigccatholics.blogspot.com/2022/12/homily-for-nativity-of-lord-christmas.html

