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The Celebration of the HOLY EUCHARIST
Sunday Vigil (Saturday): 4:00 p.m. — Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Daily Mass: 8:00 a.m. (No morning Mass on Wednesdays)

The Sacrament of RECONCILIATION (Confession)

Saturday: 12 Noon or by appointment
During Lent: Fridays at 5:15 p.m. — 6:00 p.m.

Reverend Raymond Smialowski, Pastor
Sandra DeBlois, Bookkeeper
Phyllis Roche, Administrative Assistant, Parish Office &
St. Joseph’s Cemetery
Eric Hoffman, Organist and Music Director
Michelle Batista, Faith Ministry for Young Children
Karen Roche, Middle School “Edge” Coordinator
Daniel Kulas, Maintenance
Eva Schilling, Custodian
Parish and Cemetery Office: 19 South Canal Street
Telephone: 860-747-6825; Fax: 860-747-5407
NEW Hours: Monday through Thursday: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Friday: 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., afternoon by appointments only
Parish email: olmct@sbcglobal.net Parish website: www.olmct.org
Faith Formation website: www.OLMseek.org
Facebook®: OurLadyOfMercyChurchCT

Born as a Mission of Bristol in 1864 and
Established as a Parish in 1881

WELCOME TO OUR LADY OF MERCY CHURCH!

If you are new to the area or just visiting, please stop and
introduce yourself. We are pleased to have you share in our
celebration of the Eucharist. We invite you to become part of our
parish family. To register or to update your address or phone
number, please complete this form and mail it to the Parish Office
or place in the collection box. Thank you.

__ New Parishioner __Address/Phone Number Change
Name:
Address: Phonet#:

. City: State: Zip:

“Do whatever He tells you.”
— Mary to the disciples of Jesus (John 2:5)
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Mass Schedule for This Week

Saturday, March 4th, Lenten Weekday,

Saint Casimir

8:00 a.m. Astolfo “Rudy” Scardacchi, Month’s Mind;
Isabel Posadas Cassidy req. Family;
Lucien Soucy, 6 yrs. Anniversary

Noon Confession

Vigil of the Second Sunday of Lent

4:00 p.m. Geraldine Palmer, 7°' Anniversary req.
Barbara and Michael

Sunday, March 5™ Second Sunday of Lent,
8:30 a.m. For the Intentions of All Parishioners
10:30 a.m. Dennis Vidat req. Sandra and Bob

Monday, March 6™, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. Bryan Knorr req. Friends

Tuesday, March 7, Lenten Weekday,

Saint Perpetua & Felicity, Martyrs

8:00 a.m. Gratefulness to all the people of the Parish
for the work they do req. Jackie Harvey

Wednesday, March 8th, Lenten Weekday, Saint
John of God, Religious

No Mass

Thursday, March 9™, Lenten Weekday, Saint Francis
of Rome, Religious
8:00 a.m. Mary May req. Cathleen Bunaudge

Friday, March 10™, Lenten Weekday,

8:00 a.m. Francis Andros req. Vickie & Andy Andros,
from Burlington

8:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

6:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross

Saturday, March 11™ Lenten Weekday,

8:00 a.m. Steven Carter, Month’s Mind

Noon Confession

Vigil of the Third Sunday of Lent

4:00 p.m. Myrna Rosario & Cesar Culling req.
Cecilia Culling & Family, Rosario & Milagros

Sunday, March 12", Third Sunday of Lent,
8:30 a.m. For the Intentions of All Parishioners
10:30 a.m. Kenny Parker req. Mother

Ash Wednesday

Feb. 26, 2023
Offertory: $1,632  weekly: $4,519

Please use the Donation Boxes at the Entrances
of the Church. Thank You for Your Continuous,
Generous Support & May God Bless You!

N

CAGhoeght; for the Second Sunday of Gont:

Our first Reading today comes from Genesis
12: 1-4. The reading and the account of Abra-
ham dates back almost 4,000 years. His name
was Abram before God gave him a vocation
and a new name. Abram came from the an-
cient civilization known as Sumer, a settlement
near modern day Kuwait. He and his family mi-
grated to the northern part of Syria near Tur-
key. After a lengthy stay there, he heard God’s
call to leave his kinfolk behind and move to the
land of Canaan, modern day Israel. He left be-
hind a prosperous commercial area to settle in
a land that was still relatively primitive and un-
derdeveloped. Abraham made this long and
difficult journey at the tender age of 75 along
with his wife Sarah, who was 10 years young-
er. God was telling them, not only to pack up
and move to an unknown territory, but to start
a family there as well. It was a pure act of faith
on the part of Abraham to follow God’s call and
to believe in the blessings God was promising
him. As we continue on our Lenten journey
may we be inspired and strengthened by Abra-
ham’s example and gift of faith.

Good Bless,

Gatther Ky

February Food Pantry Collection:
A total of 299 Ibs. of non-perishable o Tl
food items were collected and sentto *
the Plainville Food Pantry. Thank you
for your generosity!

Our Lady of Mercy Church:

If you are new to our parish and wish to become a
member of OLM, we invite you to introduce your-
self to our pastor, Fr. Raymond Smialowski, and
to register. Registration can be completed by stop-
ping by the Parish Office, completing a short reg-
istration form which can be found by clicking the
button New Here? at www.olmct.org then click
Welcome! Or call the Parish Office at 860-747-
6825 and we can fill it out with you over the
phone. Please return the hard copy to the office
by dropping it off at the Parish Office, the collec-
tion box in the Church, or by mailing it to 19 South
Canal Street, Plainville
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Archbishop’s Annual Appeal 2023:

In 2022, the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal re-
ceived pledge commitments and bequests total-
ing more than $9,000,000, and | am pleased to
report that we helped by contributing $56,000
amount raised in our Parish.

Pope Francis has stated, “Each individual
Christian and every community is called to be an
instrument of God for the liberation and promo-
tion of the poor, and for enabling them to be fully
a part of society. This demands that we be docile
and attentive to the cry of the poor and to come
to their aid.” (11/24/13, no. 187 Evangelii Gaudi-
um).” The theme of this year’s Appeal, His Sac-
rifice, and ours!, is an opportunity for us to
serve people who are less fortunate than our-
selves. When we strengthen our commitment to
serve one another as a family of faith, we benefit
from the grace that flows from our service to our
fellow brothers and sisters. Through the Annual
Appeal, we can provide for genuine acts of chari-
ty to help our fellow brothers and sisters of
Christ.

The 2023 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal has be-
gun in our Parish and throughout the Archdio-
cese. Last week was the Appeal Kick-off; | hope
you have all received a request for support from
Archbishop Blair. This year, our parish goal is
$50,000. Please be as generous as your means
permit to fund the charitable works of our Archdi-
ocese. If you did not receive the 2023 Archbish-
op’s Annual Appeal request mailing, please con-
tact the Parish Office to ensure our records are
accurate; you can also pick up a packet at the
church doors as you leave today. | am confident
that together, with everyone’s participation, our
Parish will exceed our goal.

Collection: Non-Perishable Food Items
Monthly collection for food items, paper goods,
cleaning supplies, etc. is held all year long of the
First Sunday of the month. All items collected are
distributed to those in need through the Plainville
Food Pantry. During Lent, we are extending
the food collection to every weekend. Please
keep this in mind. Items can be left in the Gather-
ing Space near the main door. A basket contain-
ing some of the items donated will be brought up
at each weekend Mass during Lent in the Offer-
tory Collection.

Parish Life Committee:
The Committee will meet this Thursday,
March 9™ at 6:30 p.m. in Room 101.

Only 2 Weeks Left!

Hunger Bangquet:

There is only 2 weeks left to get your tickets
for the Hunger Banquet which will be held on
Wed., March 15", 2023 at 6:30 p.m. _ g .
in the Parish Center Gymnasium. )\E’Eﬁ(
Ticket prices are $10 per person. -'E‘

Join us for a frugal but tasty meal of !
homemade vegetable soup, bread, ”ll l\)(llltl{
an apple and coffee while you learn ’
more about hunger in Connecticut. Tickets are
sold after all the Masses. All proceeds will go to
the St. Vincent DePaul Mission in Bristol.

Last Weekend to Purchase Tickets!

Our Lady Mercy: St. Patrick’s Day Dinner ~ gn
When: March 117 at 5:00 p.m. Kt
Where: OLM Parish Hall A
Dinner: Corned Beef & Cabbage
Tickets: $5 for Kids; $14 for Adults
Also available: $2 for Hot Dog and Chips only

Includes: potato, vegetable, salad, soda, coffee
& dessert. Also: BYOB and a 50/50 Raffle.
Please join us for an evening of great food, fel-
lowship, fun and Shamrock School of Irish Danc-
ers.

Tickets available to purchase in the Gathering
Space before and after Masses on Mar. 4™ & 5.
Tickets will also be available at the Parish Center
Office. Also, if you are interested in helping out at
this event, please contact Don Melanson.

Please Join Us: All men who are 18 years or
older are invited to join our K of C Group.
Contact Don Melanson at 203-910-9624.

Lenten Almsgiving Opportunity
Lenten Rice Bowls were
made available on Ash
Wednesday and there are a (!
few of them at the entrance [w'=
of the Church. You are invit- 1" Iﬂlt
ed to take one home andto % -

gradually fill the bowl with .

Lenten monetary sacrifices. We ask that you
return the rice bowls on Palm Sunday with
your enclosed donations.

-
> .-l-r

All donations will benefit Catholic Relief Service.




Merer S5, 2023 Seeond Sunday of ont

CONNECTICUT

MARCH o LIFE .

Sign-ups for the March for Life in Hartford on
March 22" will began last weekend at the
Respect for Life table at the Stewardship Fair.
Free motorcoach transportation to and from
Hartford will be provided. Please plan to stop
by the Respect for Life table this weekend for
more information and to sign-up. Visit their
website for additional information

at: CTMarchforlife.org

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Confessions are heard every
Saturday at 12 noon. In addition during
I ARE

Lent, the Sacrament of Reconciliation will
RGVEN be available on Fridays, March 10" from
5:15 p.m.- 6 p.m.

Stations of the Cross:

Stations of the Cross are led every
Friday during Lent at 6:30 p.m. Medi-
tation booklets will be provided. If you
are willing to read the meditation of
one of the Stations on a particular Friday,
please see Father Ray.

All men are invited:

Video Series “Into the Breach”:

The Knights of Columbus produced a
video series which seeks to answer the
= 3 question of what it means to be a man
\*/ and how to live as a man in today's world.

Thursday, March 9" at 6:00 p.m.

Knights of Columbus room on the 2™ floor of
OLM Parish Center.

Topic: Suffering is a mystery which can bring
us closer to God and help us grow in holiness.
The answer to suffering is Jesus Christ. Frank
Ramirez shares his story of responding to in-
tense suffering by worshiping God.

Topic: Sacramental Life - Christ offers his
grace through the sacraments. The Eucharist
and Confession need to be central to every
man'’s life. Jared Zimmerer explores how his ex-
perience as a bodybuilder helps him understand
aspects of the sacramental life.

Come and see how, joining together in brother-
hood, men receive the support they need to grow
in virtue and to take action to serve Christ and
others. Refreshments will be served. Come and
enjoy coffee, sweet snacks, and an inspiring
video series.

Religio Education:
Instructions for children in grades 1-5 will re-
sume on this Monday, March 6" at 4:30 p.m.

The Edge:
The next Edge session for Middle School Stu-

dents will be held on Monday, March 13" be-
ginning at 6:15 p.m. with an open gym fol-
lowed by a guided discussion. All middle
school students are invited to attend.

All Confirmation Preparation Classes:
All Confirmation Preparation Groups for Year
1 & 2 will meet on Sunday, March 12" at
11:45 a.m. at the Parish Center in the St.
Timothy’s Room.

Teen Night:
Teen Night is scheduled for this Saturday

evening, March 4" beginning at 6:00 p.m.—
8:00 p.m. in the gym. All teens are welcome
to attend. The next Teen Night will be held on
Saturday, April 1% with the same timeframe.

is proud to offer
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Prayers for the Deceased

Please remember the deceased of f;\..
our Parish in your prayers: \\\.-
Isabel Posadas Cassidy ‘
Salvatore J. Cristofaro
Rosia Plourde
Lucien Soucy

“Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O’ Lord”

St. Anthony’s Society:

The next meeting will be held on Thursday,
March 9™ at 6 p.m. in Room 102. Anyone
interested in joining us, please come to the
meeting and speak with Elaine Osipowicz.

Stewardship Fair:

Thank you to everyone
who stopped by and visited i Hrime

the information tables at
The Stewardship Fair. We
are encouraged by your
participation and interest.
We are also very grateful to the Pastoral
Council for organizing the fair and to the vari-
ous Parish Committees, Organizations and
Ministries for preparing very interesting and
inviting displays. The Stewardship Fair con-
tinues today and next weekend before and
after all Masses. Next weekend, the following
groups will set up information tables: The
Pastoral Council, Church Linens and Things,
The Legion of Human Needs and Social Jus-
tice Committee, Scripture Study, Vocations,
Middle School “Edge”, Ushers and Greeters,
and Teen Choir. Please plan to stop by next
weekend.

' Sté@é:‘x‘éishipg .
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Tax Letter:

If you wish to receive a tax do-
nation letter, please call the of-
fice at 860-747-6825 or email at
olmct@sbcglobal.net . We ask
for your patience as we are un-
able to print the letters while you wait. It can be
picked up at the Parish Center Office or it will
be mailed to you upon request.

) Fuge S
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Bulletin Boar
Saturday, March 4™
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Teen Night, Gym

Sunday, March 5%

8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Stewardship Fair,
Gathering Space in the Church

11:30 a.m. Choir Practice, in the Church

2:00 p.m. Legion of Mary Curia, Room 102

Monday, March 6™

4:30 p.m. - 5:45 p.m. Religion Classes, Gr. 1-5
6:30 p.m.— 8:00 p.m. RCIA

6:30 p.m. Scripture Study, Timothy Room

Tuesday, March 7™

9:00 a.m. Scripture Study, Timothy Room

4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. St. Joseph’s Basketball, Gym
4:30 p.m.- 6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts, Timothy Room

Wednesday, March 8"
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. St. Joseph’s Basketball, Gym

Thursday, March 9™

4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. St. Joseph’s Basketball, Gym
6:00 p.m St. Anthony’s Society, Room 102

6:30 p.m. Parish Life Committee, Room 101

Friday, March 10"
No Activities Scheduled

Saturday, March 11™
5:00 p.m. St. Patrick’s Dinner, Gym
Set up for Knights of Columbus Breakfast, Gym

Sunday, March 12"

8:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Knights’ Breakfast, Gym

8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Stewardship Fair,
Gathering Space in the Church

11:30 a.m. Choir Practice, in the Church

11:45 a.m. -1:30 p.m. All Confirmation Preparation

Pray Every Day This Lent:

Classes will meet at this time, Timothy Room
Deepen your prayer life this Lent with Hallow. +
Please visit hallow.com/pray for more

information. Also, please check out the fliers on the
Church bulletin board for additional details.

Bulletin Submissions Deadline:

Deadline for submissions to the next bulletin is Monday,
March 6" by 4 p.m. Call the office at 860-747-6825 or
send an email to olmct@sbcglobal.net .
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Family Owned & Operated
B .

FUNERAL HOME

48 Broad Street » Plainville, CT 06062
(860) 747-2295

www.BaileyCares.com

Owner/Funeral Director: Matt Bailey, CFSP
Funeral Directors; Robert Bailey, Andrea Cappiella, Jayson Dahlgarl

Catering Available  TheST. PIERREFanily

Saints

Residential - Commerdal - Industrial - Municipal
Shopping Malls - Hospitals - Housing Complexes - Restaurants

Waste Removal & Recycling Services
Hartford County
860-747-1335
New London County

R 25 Norton Pla(e Plainville 860-447-1473
HOME OF THE FAMOUS CHILI DOG  pypgp- Recycling - Construction - Demolition - Bulky Waste

747-0566 High-Grade Paper-Wood Waste-Metal & lctoics Recycing
1248 Queen Street - Southington Stump Disposal - Single Stream Recycling

American
Red Cross

Make a Difference in Your Community

VOLUNTEER

with the American Red Cross

Blessed House
Grateful Thankiul Truly Blessed
122 East Main Street * Plainville, CT
860-747-4759

https://www.blessedhouserch.com/

ST.ANTHONY SOCIETY [Rtisris i A

OIL COMPANY
860-747-5412

Jain today at redcross.org/Volunteer

catholicmaich’

JOHN PATRICK

5¢ Senior Discount

~ELAINE~
860-747-2528 [T
INE ARE ON THE CHURCH osariesfromflowers.co
! \ HH”| \ IR 078 Q 010

860 a esidence.co
Private Furnished Rooms  Meals - Security
Supervised Medication & Bathing
Social Activities « Daily Mass
Gardens & Grounds « Air Conditioned « Laundry

Paid for by PETIT PROPERTIES

JR HI.\H\( & CooLING!

0383265

Call today to Schedule & Save!
860-793-2686

Servicing all major brands of
central heating sys., boilers,
central a/c systems & window units!
www.JRHeatAndCool.com

blisk !
e A #WHATSMYNAME &1 Message and data rates may apply.

Mallory s
Army
Foundation
United Together In The Fight
Against Bullying...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness...

COSTELLO LANDSCAPING

FamiLY OWNED AND OPERATED
ESTABLISHED 1990
www.costellolandscaping.com/860-747-1771

Property Maintenance
Commercial Snow Removal
Litter & Sand Sweeping
Dumpsters & Estate Clean-outs

BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657

info@mallorysarmy.org
It's easy to join our mailing list! Just send your
email address by text message:
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828
to get started.

Volunteers Needed to Teach English as a Second Language
No teaching experience needed. All books & training are provided
INTERESTED? Gall Nancy Rodriguez, 860-348-0622
Siena Learning Center

ADULT LITERACY: A MINISTRY OF THE DOMINICAN SISTERS
Providing support and encouragement in a welcoming safe place
29 Edson Street, New Britain

www.sienalearningcenter.org

For Advertising
Information
Contact
Judy McNee
203-856-9085
jmcnee@jppc.net

W't puck (R on the wmap!

FREE DOWNLOAD Fnding- ABER

992 Our Lady of Mercy, Plainville, CT (B)

John Patrick Publishing 1.800.333.3166 - www.jppc.net






