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A six year-old boy was insis-
tent on following his mom 
who was preparing to go and 

buy groceries for their home from a 
nearby supermarket. The mom didn’t 
want her little boy to go with her 
because of his playful and destructive 
character which often embarrassed 
her when they were in public. The 
boy cried so bitterly that his mom 
was touched and decided to take 
him along but on two conditions: he 
would sit in the shopping cart while 
the mom shopped and he would not 
ask for anything to be bought for 
him. The deal was sealed between the 
mom and her only son and they left 
for the supermarket.

The agreement the mom and her son 
had was unperturbed until they got to 
the section for chocolates and cookies. 
The boy could not hold it any longer 
and he asked with a rather low voice 

“Mom, can I have some chocolates 
and cookies?” Turning sharply with a 
frown the mom said “Remember, you 
are not supposed to ask for anything.”  
The boy relaxed and behaved him-
self. After some time, he saw from 
where he was sitting, some children 
with their parents selecting packets 
of chocolates and cookies. He once 
again asked with a higher voice than 
the first “Mom, can I please have just 
one chocolate and one cookie?” The 
mom did not even look at him as she 
sighed with a big “No!”

The shopping was coming to an 
end as the mom was going to pay 
at the register. The little boy was sad 

that he was not going to get even a 
piece of chocolate. All of a sudden 
he remembered what he learned 
from his religious instruction teacher, 
that one can get whatever one asks 
for if one does so persistently and in 
the name of Jesus Christ. With this 
flashing through his mind and con-
sidering the number of people there 
at the counter and his mom’s detest 
of embarrassment, the boy shouted 
very loudly: “Mom, can I have at 
least one chocolate and a cookie in 
the name of Jesus Christ?” Sponta-
neously, everyone turned to the little 
boy and started clapping for him and 
many also bought packets of choco-
lates and cookies for him with great 
admiration at his courage and adven-
ture. At the end of the day the boy 
who made a deal with the mom in 
favor of “no chocolates and no cook-
ies” got lots and lots of them as they 
were going home. The magic was 
persistence or, if you like, positive 
stubbornness.
For us to get in tune with the reflec-
tion of this Sunday we need to under-
stand what persistence is all about, 
especially as it applies here. To per-
sist is to continue in a certain course 
of action in spite of the oppositions, 
challenges and difficulties; in fact, it 
means staying still in the game in 
the face of trials. The synonyms are 
perseverance, patience, endurance, 
resolve, unrelenting, steadfastness, 
tenacity, insistence, pertinacity, reso-
luteness etc. From all these we under-
stand that persistence when applied 
to prayers involves being unrelenting 

and steadfast when we are praying 
for something; it means going ahead 
to pray no matter how the situation 
presents itself.

The above analysis could easily be 
found in the readings of today, espe-
cially the first reading (Exodus 17:8-
13) and the gospel reading (Luke 
18:1-8). From the first reading we 
are presented with the account of the 
war between the people of Israel and 
the Amalekites. Actually, the Ama-
lekites attacked the people of Israel 
at Rephidim. Evidently, the people 
of Israel did not plan to fight. The 
attack may have come as a punish-
ment because, from the preceding 
narrative, the people of Israel put 
God to a test at Massah and Meri-
bah when they questioned if God 
was with them or not. Moses ordered 
Joshua to take some men to fight 
the Amalekites while he went up 
to a hill with Aaron and Hur where 
something very instructive happened. 
Moses knew the value of climbing 
the mountain; most of his encounters 
with God took place at such uplands. 
We are told that as Moses raised that 
legendary staff of God the Israelites 
started winning in the war, but when 
his hands became weak they started 
losing. To make the victory perma-
nent they got him a stone to sit on 
while Aaron and Hur supported his 
raised hands, which brought the vic-
tory of the Israelites on that day.

From the above narrative we discover 
the power and importance of not 
only prayer, but also persistent prayer. 

Praying in the stubborn way
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Moses was conversant with God 
and he knew the liberating power of 
bugging God in prayers. The ques-
tion that every active mind would 
ask is why the victory was assured 
by Moses raising the staff up and 
holding it there all day. The history 
of that staff began at the burning 
bush (Ex. 4:2) when God made it 
to become a serpent and back again 
to a staff. It was used to divide the 
Red Sea (Ex.14:15-21). It was used 
to bring forth water from the rock 
at Rephidim (Ex.17:5-6). That staff 
symbolized God’s active presence as 
God had worked a lot of wonders 
through it. In this scenario Moses 
pointed it persistently not just to 
the skies, but also to God to move 
Him to act. It was like reminding 
God what He had done in the past 
and asking Him to affect the same 
in the present situation.
Another aspect of the prayer of 
Moses for the victory of the people 
of Israel was that it involved a com-
munity. Moses went up the hill with 
Aaron and Hur. Hence it can be 
said that the victory on that day was 
not only through the staff of Moses 
pointing to God, but also through 
the contributory mutual efforts of 
Aaron and Hur assisting Moses. The 
prayer was not only persistent, it 
was also community-oriented.
In the gospel reading our Lord Jesus 
Christ demonstrated the need to 
pray always and not to lose heart 
using a parable known as the “par-
able of the importunate widow” or 
the “parable of the unjust judge”. 
The widow in question wanted jus-
tice done to her   from the onslaught 
of her adversaries, but this wicked 
judge who had no fear of God nor 

respect for human beings would not 
allow that to happen. The high point 
of the parable is the widow’s per-
sistent pleading to the judge to let 
justice reign in her favor. We are not 
told how many times this widow 
came to the judge, but all the same 
she kept coming. Some translations 
would say she came day and night; 
that means both at the judge’s place 
of work and at his home. It was the 
judge who rightly judged the situa-
tion very well. According to him, if 
he failed to give the woman what she 
deserved she would wear him down. 
So he rose to give the woman what 
she asked for. At the end of the par-
able our Lord asked “If the unjust 
judge could do justice to the widow, 
what about our just God; will he not 
give justice to his elect even when 
he delays in coming?” Furthermore 
our Lord asked: “When the son of 
man comes, will he find faith on 
earth?”
Looking at the gospel reading we 
see two different individuals sep-
arated by a very big gap—at least 
socially. On the one hand is a 
woman who in their context then 
had no say even in law court. She 
is also a widow; that means there is 
no husband to speak for her. There is 
also every possibility that she is poor, 
considering the nonchalant attitude 
of the judge. On the other hand, we 
have not only a man but also a judge 
who is also rich. Socially these two 
are parallel to each other. However, 
the woman who had no say could 
not accept no for an answer, until 
the judge addressed her case suffi-
ciently.

(Continued on back page)



�

Preach the Gospel. Use words more often 
By Peter Laffin, thecatholicthing.com
My beautiful and grace-filled wife and I got married 
last month. The best part of the reception is when you 
stand back together and watch family and friends inter-
mingling at last, drinking wine and dancing like clowns 
having a “fun” contest. It was a glimpse into Heaven. 
And they were angels in up-lighting.
My friends thought the occasion looked good on me, 
too. Especially the ones I hadn’t seen in a while. And 
what are you doing with a wife who looks like that, they 
teased. I stood guilty as charged.
But they were even more struck by the overt Catho-
licity of the ceremony, held at St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
in Norwich, Connecticut. I’d converted to Catholicism 
from atheism in my mid-20s (I’m 39 now). This wasn’t 
news to anyone, but few expected the faith to take cen-
ter stage on a day that was ostensibly about my wife 
and me.
Even those I’d been closest with in recent years were 
surprised by the lack of subtlety. My social circle had 
remained secular-liberal following my conversion—I’d 
never been introduced to the young Catholic scene 
since my conversion came post-college. And while I 
lived the faith unselfconsciously, I never pushed my 
friends’ noses in it. I think (I hope) this earned quiet 
respect over the years.
I’d overheard enough at parties to know how they felt 
about Catholicism. I’d certainly seen enough on social 
media.
But they loved me much more than they hated my re-
ligion. Anything good for me was good with them. So 
they were able to appreciate my faith on a therapeutic 
level, as if it were no different than if I’d taken up yoga 
or started a healthier diet. Catholicism was just another 
item on my personal wellness plan, albeit one they con-
sidered mildly distressing.
And so our deeply Catholic wedding was a shock for 
them, just as it would have been had I gotten married 
in a yoga studio and given all thanks and praise to the 
Master Yogi.

“You were always so anxious,” an old friend told me at 
the reception. “I think religion has been good for you.”
It was true. I was a real fixer-upper before. So I accept-
ed the compliment.

“I knew you’d converted to Catholicism,” said another, 
“but I didn’t know you were really Catholic.”
“I wasn’t hiding it,” I said.
“But you didn’t walk around with a big cross around 
your neck or anything,” he said.

“Does the rosary on my rearview mirror count?”
“Whatever,” he said. “You look good. I’m happy for you.” 
Then he gave me a big hug.
Since entering the Church, I’ve favored the “show-
don’t-tell” approach to evangelization. “Preach the 
Gospel at all times, use words when necessary,” Saint 
Francis of Assisi supposedly said, though it’s difficult 
to imagine him speaking in syrupy quips.
It’s a beautiful sentiment, however: that we should as-
pire to live the Gospel so convincingly as to bypass the 
need for rational appeal. It’s also deeply impractical 
(I’m not saintly enough to pull it off ) and suspiciously 
convenient. If we never say who we are, the temptation 
to lead a double life is too strong.
The preach-through-example model also enables us to 
shirk the responsibility of explaining the complexities 
of our faith. Even communicating the basics—that we 
were bestowed existence by a Creator Who, like a good 
parent, both respects our freedom and loves us madly— 
takes preparation, practice, and effort.
For decades, American Catholics, myself included, 
have preached-through-example so conscientiously as 
to render an entire generation functionally illiterate in 
all things Catholic. The only thing most young people 
know about the Church is that they hate it.

They assume that by the word “God” we refer to a cos-
mic Santa Claus who only grants wishes to people who 
cross themselves before meals. Or to a Freudian pro-



jection of wish-fulfillment (unbelief in God more aptly 
fits this bill for a species inclined toward sin). Or to an 
updated Odin, one Very Big Being among other Very Big 
Beings battling in space.
Only last month, popular philosopher Sam Harris at-
tempted to disprove the existence of this particular straw 
God by pointing out that we can’t see him with advanced 
telescopes.
Seriously?
People like my friends also have no idea what we mean 
by “Christ.”  They think Jesus—if he existed at all—was 
an ancient forerunner of the modern social justice warrior 
(and possibly a zombie, which they think is cool). They 
also don’t know what differentiates the Catholic Church 
from Presbyterianism or the Westboro Baptist Church. 
They couldn’t tell the Holy Spirit from Spirit Airlines.
Why? Because Catholics like me haven’t explained it to 
them.
Well, no more. It’s time we preach the Gospel and use 
words more often, especially those of us with many 
friends and acquaintances in the secular world.
To be clear, I’m not suggesting we begin every conversa-
tion with, “Have you heard The Good News?” Nor that 
we redirect every conversation toward an explication of 
Christ’s Real Presence in the Eucharist.
But only that we keep a closer lookout for evangelical 
opportunities as they present themselves. That when the 
door cracks open in conversation, we help the other swing 
it open so the light can pour in.
A good place for me to begin would be with a response to 
my friends’ reaction to my Very Catholic Wedding.
I could explain to them that I don’t practice my faith for 
therapeutic reasons, though it is healthy. In fact, I don’t 
practice my faith for any secondary reason, but always as 
an end in itself. Because dying into the Light is the only 
rational act. Because every time I think I’ve understood 
Christ or felt the fullness of His embrace, a new bottom 
opens up and swallows me under. Because Catholicism is 
bottomless in its truth and beauty.
But most of all, because I’m in love. And because, inexpli-
cably, the Light is in love with me, too.

Maybe I will tell them that. Maybe I just did.
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Donations Received as of October 9 (Week 15)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 9 $461

St. Elizabeth’s 18 $270
St. Mary’s 5 $150
St. Theresa’s 46 $2,068

Total 78 $2,949

Outside Donations $1,832
Year to Date Received $43,390
Goal $40,385
Ahead/Behind Goal + $3,005

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

OUTSIDE DONATIONS—THANK YOU!
St. Francis, Staunton, VA: $1,632 
Hampton, VA donor: $150 
Mineral, VA donor: $50
OTHER DONATIONS: 
St. Elizabeth’s (Votive): $30 
St. Mary’s (Building Fund): $90

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure

Date Intention

10/15 SATURDAY
4pm St. Joseph’s family

6pm Cloyd Clifton

10/16 SUNDAY

9am Bishop Knestout

11:30am Frances Jackson 



birthdays & Anniversaries: 

parish news & events

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
18:  Frances Jackson; Betty Tabor | 22: Ralph Shawver

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES
17: Pablo & Nerissa Carpio

PARISH PICNIC NEXT WEEKEND!

October 23, 11am at Nuckolls Hall at the Tazewell County Fair Grounds  
We will celebrate Mass as one parish, followed by lunch and games. This event is being catered by Your Grate 
Escape. Please contact the office for more information.

NEW YEAR’S RETREAT: REBUILDING YOUR TEMPLE

Begin the New Year with an answer to the question:  What does it really mean to be a temple of the Holy Spirit?  
Let Franciscan Friar, Fr. Peter Tremblay, lead you on a journey of discovery, beginning with God’s original temple 
plan in creation to the true temple food in the Eucharist. In addition to powerful preaching, there’ll be Mass, con-
fession, Matins, Vespers, and Adoration—plus time to simply reflect upon the New Year, enjoy the gas logs in our 
lounge, or explore the beautiful grounds of the Catholic Conference Center in Hickory, NC.  
Two nights, December 30–January 1. As a special treat, the retreat includes a New Year’s Eve banquet and tradi-
tional festivities. Last year was sold out, so register now at www.catholicconference.org/new-years. For more infor-
mation email info@catholicconference.org or call (828) 327-7441.
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Prayer is one important exercise that we often 
neglect and persistent prayer is more needful. From 
our understanding of the character of God he needs 
people that will bug him in prayers. In fact, there 
are many reasons why we should be unrelenting and 
persistent in prayer.
• It shows that we truly and totally depend on 

God ( John15:5; Act 17:28)
• It shows forth our faith (Heb.11:6)
• It makes us to become familiar (conversant) 

with God ( John 10:27-29)
• It brings about answers to our prayers (Isa. 58:9; 

65:24; Jer.33:3; Psalm 91:15)
There are indeed many people who are where they 
are today simply because they persisted. Most of 
us know about Thomas Edison, the inventor of the 
electric bulb. Apart from the fact that he was told 
that he was too stupid to learn as a child, he made 
1,000 unsuccessful attempts before he could light a 
single bulb. Edison took the path of persistence and 
it paid off. Remember the little boy in our story—he 

was not ready to let go until he got what he wanted 
from his mom.  
Most people, on the other hand, give up after the first 
attempt or trial. That is why St. Paul would advise 
that we should pray without ceasing (1 Thess 5:17). 
Some of us give God negative challenges. By this I 
mean like giving God a deadline; for instance: “If 
you are the living God, let this or that happen before 
this or that time!” Our work is not to command God 
but to pray to Him with faith and patience. Imagine 
what it takes for a bird to build a nest or a fox to dig 
a hole; it is just persistence. When we stop praying 
we start perishing; when we stop pushing on, we run 
the risk of being pulled off. It does not matter how 
long you have being praying. What is important is 
that you are still praying and holding onto God as 
you will obtain what you are looking for at God’s 
own time and bidding!
May your fervent and unrelenting prayers bring 
favors and God blessings to you this week. Have a 
blissful week ahead.

(Pastor’s Notes, cont.)


