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Humility is a very rare virtue. 
This is largely because it 
is contrary to our natural 

aptitudes as it involves being self-ef-
facing. From its Latin root humus 
(earth or soil) it means being down-
to-earth, deflating oneself. It reso-
nates with synonyms like meekness, 
submission, modesty, lack of vanity, 
self-abasement, diffidence, etc. For 
Maimonides, it is the middle way or 
the golden mean. If humility is need-
ful in our interactions and relation-
ships with our fellow human beings, 
it is really more needful in our com-
munication with God in the context 
of prayers.   
Last Sunday we examined per-
sistence or, if you like, “stubbornness” 
in prayers. Today we are faced with 
humility in prayer or, more appropri-
ately, praying in a humble way. It is 
important to note that prayer with-
out humility is not prayer at all. On 
the strength of this assertion, the first 
reading (Sirach 35:12-14; 16-18) 
tells us that the prayer of the humble 
pierces the clouds. Put in another 
way, a prayer said in humility is pow-
erful and effective.
The drama of humility in prayer was 
aptly presented by our Lord Jesus 
Christ in the Gospel reading (Luke 
18:9-14) with an appropriate parable 
which involved two men who went 
to pray in the temple: a Pharisee 
and a tax collector. Before the par-
able proper our Lord Jesus Christ 
wanted to demonstrate to the people 
three important vices: (a) Trusting 

in oneself (b) Self-righteousness (c) 
Despising others. All these can be 
summed up as emanating from a lack 
of humility that is pride! Evidently, 
the worst form of pride is the one 
displayed before God, as the word of 
God reminds us in Psalms (5:5) that 
the arrogant cannot stand before 
God. The book of Proverbs (16:5) 
says that God detests the proud of 
heart whom He will punish and the 
same book of Proverbs (6:16) names 
it among the six things God hates. 
The letter of St. James (4:6) says that 
God resists the proud but gives grace 
to the humble.
Back to the narrative of the Phar-
isee and the tax collector. It will be 
good to point out that they were two 
extreme personalities. The Pharisee 
by vocation was an acclaimed righ-
teous and religious man who consid-
ered himself better than others; in 
fact, separated from others. He was 
seen always praying at the designated 
times and places with his robe of dis-
tinction worn at all times to set him 
apart from others. He saw himself as 
an accomplished good man, unlike 
the rest of sinful humanity. On the 
other hand, the tax collector consid-
ered himself unrighteous, unspiritual 
and unacceptable to God; in fact, he 
was known as and called a public 
sinner at the time.
It could have been a great sight to 
see the reaction of the Pharisee when 
he saw the tax collector entering the 
temple. In fact, it could have been 
that when he saw the tax collector 

he moved away from him and went 
closer to the front. This was a body 
language that said “we are not of the 
same stock. I should be ahead of you 
in this ground. I am closer to God 
but you are far from him; I trust in 
my righteousness and I give myself 
100% while you get nothing!”
Moving towards the foreground of 
the temple the Pharisee began what 
I may call an oracle of self-praise 
because it was actually not a prayer. 
In his seeming supplication, he began 
by thanking God—not for His might 
and power—but for the fact that he is 
not like the rest of men (sinners) and 
especially not like the tax collector 
behind him. He went ahead to give 
God unnecessary information about 
his prayer life, tithes and offerings as 
if God was not aware of them all.
The tax collector, on the other hand, 
could not come any closer to the 
foreground. In fact, he understood 
the body language of the Pharisee 
and that could have stimulated his 
meek and humble disposition. He 
saw the gap between himself and the 
Pharisee. He saw himself as a spiri-
tual and moral misfit. In the face of 
all these “disadvantages” and being 
unable to even raise his eyes, he 
made a brief effectual supplication 
and confession: “God, be merciful to 
me, a sinner!” This simple statement 
of seven words formed the turning 
point of his life as we are told that he 
went home touched and renewed by 
God. Our Lord Jesus Christ ended 
by saying that whoever exalts himself 
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will be humbled but whoever hum-
bles himself will be exalted.
Looking at the narrative we dis-
cover that there were not only two 
personalities but also two attitudes 
to prayer: the proud way and the 
humble way. The Pharisee through 
his prayer thought of himself as 
spiritually okay and needless of any-
thing from God. He came filled and 
left empty. The tax collector came 
with a needful and meek heart; he 
saw himself as empty and needful 
of God and he went home filled 
and satisfied. In short, if that was 
an examination, the Pharisee failed 
woefully while the tax collector 
passed with distinction.
In our day and age, we have more 

“Pharisees” than in the time of Jesus 
Christ. In fact, the Pharisee syn-
drome is more pervasive with the 
daily multiplication of churches 
and creeds; most people put others 
who are not members of their faith 
or creed in God’s reject list. Con-
trary to the admonition of the First 
Reading, they take the place of God 
in dispensing judgment as to those 
who are sinners and candidates for 
hellfire; in fact I have heard some 
people reporting that some known 
people who are dead are in hellfire 
and I wonder when God gave “jour-
nalists” access to that facility. God 
does not need anyone as a co-judge. 
Moreover, all of us are on pilgrim-
age much as we are on earth it is 
only at the end that we can, like St. 
Paul in the second reading (2 Tim-
othy 4: 6-8; 16-18), anticipate the 
crown of glory.
Humility in prayer is a very import-
ant part of our reflection today. 
Many of us desperately lack humil-

ity when it comes to prayers and this 
can be noticed easily in our churches. 
A careful survey has shown that 
people find it extremely hard to 
follow some of the needful prayer 
gestures in the church; for instance, 
kneeling down during Consecra-
tion at Mass. Some people will not 
kneel, not because of any health-re-
lated issue, but for the fact that 
they would not like their clothes to 
rumple or get dirty.
Some people will not do the Sign of 
the Cross when they are in public 
because it will make them seem 
to lose their imagined social status. 
That is why I respect some footbal-
lers who sign themselves with the 
cross at various victorious moments. 
Most of us are proud to hold onto 
our phones, iPads, notebooks, tab-
lets, comic magazines and other 
worldly articles but lack the humil-
ity to hold onto our Bibles and rosa-
ries and other spiritual items. It is 
easier for most people to confess 
love to their fellow human beings 
with mind-blowing meekness than 
to kneel before God with humility 
and do the same. It takes humility to 
know God and to worship Him in 
spirit and in truth ( John 4:24).
Humility in prayers shows our 
dependence on God as we are 
nothing without Him (Phil. 4:13). 
It shows our love, faith, and trust 
in God. It is not too late for us to 
change the way we pray and adopt 
a humble way. Unlike the Pharisee 
in the Gospel reading, let us humbly 
focus more on our needfulness than 
on the inefficiencies of other people.
Have a blissful Sunday and a blessed 
week ahead. 
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Should Catholics celebrate Halloween? 
By Michael R. Heinlein, simplycatholic.com

Because of the concern of many about Halloween’s ori-
gins, many Catholic parents wonder if it is OK to let 
their children celebrate the holiday.

Let’s be clear: Halloween can be traced back to pagan 
roots, with a focus on the occult, and we should not 
be ignorant of that fact. But certainly, in a Christian 
context, the holiday effectively has been baptized, as 
its current name suggests, as the eve of all hallows (an 
older word referring to saints, referenced in the “halo” 
saints often are depicted as having on account of their 
holiness). Halloween falls the day before Catholics cel-
ebrate All Saints Day, on Nov. 1. Of course, in Amer-
ican culture, Halloween has taken on a life of its own.

Although Halloween remains associated with the 
pagan and occult in the minds of many, that does not 
necessarily mean that Catholics cannot celebrate Hal-
loween as a cultural event.

Americans approach Halloween in a variety of ways. 
The basic activities associated with the annual fall hol-
iday are carving pumpkins and dressing up in costume 
for trick-or-treating, neither of which is bad in itself. It 

can be especially fun to play up the aspects of fall and 
harvest season, with its omnipresent gourds, decorative 
corn and dried cornstalks.

Halloween’s spooky aspect should not be overplayed, 
however, by people of faith. Evil spirits and demons 
are real and should not be invoked or celebrated. There 
should be some element of prayer associated with Hal-
loween in Catholic households, especially asking pro-
tection for those who will tinker around with the occult. 
As the traditional Scottish prayer goes:

From ghoulies and ghosties
And long-leggedy beasties
And things that go bump in the night,
Good Lord, deliver us

Practically, it is OK for Catholics to go trick-or-treat-
ing, always keeping in mind the importance for moder-
ation and avoidance of gluttony, as well as remember-
ing good manners to set an example for others — not 
least of which should be polite behavior when asking 
neighbors for free candy! Catholics also can dress up 
in costume for Halloween, but should keep in mind 
that it is best to stay away from costumes related to 
its pagan roots, like goblins, witches or horror film 
characters. Dressing up as something milder, like one’s 
favorite sports player, cartoon character or superhero, is 
a better approach.

But it might be even better to dress up as our real heroes, 
the saints. This is a time-honored tradition related with 
Halloween in which more Catholics could participate. 
First, it helps teach our children. Why not for Hallow-
een take on the persona of someone we should emulate 
every other day — one of the saints who shows us how 
to stay on the path that leads to heaven? Also, it can be 
a witness to those around us — an everyday, ordinary 
way to preach without using words. We can make use 
of Halloween, as we should all things, to evangelize.
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ENTRANCE
We Gather Together  (Kremser)
We gather together  
To ask the Lord’s blessing 
He chastens and hastens  
His will to make known. 
The wicked oppressing  
Now cease from distressing. 
Sing praises to his name  
He forgets not his own.
Beside us to guide us,  
Our God with us joining, 
Whose kingdom calls all  
To the love which endures. 
So from the beginning  
The fight we were winning. 
You, Lord, were at our side  
All glory be yours!
We all do extol you,  
Our leader triumphant. 
And pray that you still  
Our defender will be. 
Let your congregation  
Escape tribulation 
Your name be ever praised!  
O Lord, make us free!
Text: 12 11 12 11; Wilt heden nu treden; tr. by Theodore Baker, 
1851–1934, alt. Music: Valerius’ Nederlandtsche Gedenckclanck, 
Haarlem, 1626

Glory to God (Schutte)
Glory to God. Glory to God. 
Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth, peace on earth,  
Peace to people of good will.  
We praise you, we bless you, 
We adore you, we glorify you, 
We give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father.  

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
You take away the sins of the world,  
Have mercy on us; 
You take away the sins of the world,  
Receive our prayer; 
You are seated at the right hand, 
The right hand of the Father,  
Have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One,  
You alone are the Lord,  
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. Amen.
English text © 2010, ICEL. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 
Music: Mass of Christ the Savior; Dan Schutte;  © 2007, 2009, 2017, 
Daniel L. Schutte. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.

OFFERTORY
The Cry of the Poor (John Foley, SJ)
Refrain 
The Lord hears the cry of the poor. 
Blessed be the Lord. 
I will bless the Lord at all times, 
with praise ever in my mouth. 
Let my soul glory in the Lord, 
who will hear the cry of the poor.
Let the lowly hear and be glad 
the Lord listens to their pleas 
and to hearts broken, God is near 
who will hear the cry of the poor.
Ev’ry spirit crushed, God will save 
will be ransom for their lives 
will be safe shelter for their fears, 
and will hear the cry of the poor.
We proclaim your greatness, O God, 
your praise ever in our mouth. 
ev’ry face brightened in your light, 
for you hear the cry of the poor.



Text: Based on Psalm 34:2–3, 18–19a, 19b–20, 4. Text and music © 1978, 
1991, John B. Foley, S.J., and OCP.  All rights reserved.

THE NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,  
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the 
Virgin Mary, and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate, he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored 
and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgive-
ness of sins and I look forward to the resur-
rection of the dead and the life of the world to 
come. Amen.

COMMUNION
Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)   
(Tomlin/Giglio)
Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me
I once was lost, but now I’m found
Was blind, but now I see
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace my fears relieved
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed
My chains are gone, I’ve been set free
My God, my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy reigns
Unending love, Amazing grace
The Lord has promised good to me
His word my hope secures
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures
My chains are gone, I’ve been set free
My God, my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy reigns
Unending love, Amazing grace (x2)
The earth shall soon dissolve like snow
The sun forbear to shine
But God, who called me here below
Will be forever mine, will be forever mine
You are forever mine
© 2006 sixsteps Music (Admin. By EMI Christian Music Publishing), 
Vamos Publishing, worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. By Capitol 
CMG Publishing).  All rights reserved.



RECESSIONAL

Hallelujah Is Our Song  (Hart/Kroger/
Blakesley/Heffinger)
What hope we have,  
even in the longest night, 
for the light will overcome. 
We will not fear,  
for we know the sun will rise. 
Hallelujah is our song.
What peace we have,  
even in this wounded world 
where the battle rages on. 
We will not fear,  
for we know who heals our souls. 
Hallelujah is our song.
Refrain
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
He is risen over all. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Hallelujah is our song.
What joy we have,  
for the stone is rolled away 
and the tomb holds nothing now. 
No sting of death,  
no power over sin or grave. 
Hallelujah is our song.   (Refrain)
What hope we have,  
even in the longest night, 
for the light will overcome. 
And we shall live;   
sinners, we will rise to saints. 
Hallelujah is our song.   (Refrain)
© 2012, Sarah Hart, Fiat Music, LLC, Josh Blakesley, River Oaks 
Music Company, Meaux Jeaux Music, and Tunes From The 
Basement. Published by Spirit & Song®, a division of OCP.

All music was reprinted with permission under 
ONE LICENSE #A-718047.  All rights reserved.

The Occult Disposes Us to Satan
By Sr. Anna Marie Mcguan, simplycatholic.com

What is occultism, and why is it becoming such a 
popular topic today? Is it the same as black magic? 
Is it astrology? Is it all of the above, or a mixture of 
these elements and others, perhaps darker and more 
dangerous?
The word “occult” comes from Latin, and the root 
meaning is to conceal or to cover over (occultare). 
The idea behind occultism is that there is secret 
knowledge that gives the owner of that knowledge 
magical power over elements which are otherwise 
beyond man’s control. Usually, this secret knowledge 
is obtained through some sort of communication 
with demonic powers or the souls of the dead.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church is clear on 
the matter: “All practices of magic or sorcery, by 
which one attempts to tame occult powers, so as to 
place them at one’s service and have a supernatural 
power over others — even if this were for the sake 
of restoring their health — are gravely contrary to 
the virtue of religion. These practices are even more 
to be condemned when accompanied by the inten-



tion of harming someone, or when they have recourse 
to the intervention of demons” (No. 2117, emphasis 
added). Notice that this section condemns what we 
would call both white magic and black magic. Magic 
and sorcery are sins against the First Commandment.

What about astrology? Is it the same thing? Astrolo-
gy is an occult science that determines the influence 
of the stars and planets upon the fate of man. The sky 
at the time of a person’s birth is said to predict differ-
ent aspects of an individual’s life, like friends and en-
emies, spouse and children, inheritance and longevity, 
etc. In ancient times, astrology and divination were 
considered very important sciences. For the modern 
Christian, what harm are they? Again, here is what 
the Catechism has to say: “All forms of divination are 
to be rejected: recourse to Satan or demons, conjur-
ing up the dead or other practices falsely supposed to 
‘unveil’ the future. Consulting horoscopes, astrology, 
palm reading, interpretation of omens and lots, the 
phenomena of clairvoyance, and recourse to medi-
ums all conceal a desire for power over time, history, 
and, in the last analysis, other human beings, as well 
as a wish to conciliate hidden powers. They contra-
dict the honor, respect, and loving fear that we owe 
to God alone” (No. 2116, emphasis in original). Once 
again, we find here sins against the First Command-
ment.

The rise in interest in things occult, whether astrolo-
gy, magic, or Ouija boards (Yes, I said Ouija boards. 
If you have one in your house, get rid of it!) is symp-
tomatic of the loss of faith in God. When people 
stop believing in God, whether at a highly intellec-
tual level or on a practical level, their innate spiri-
tual desires do not disappear. Instead, those desires 
become distorted. People have a natural desire to be 
in touch with the supernatural, as odd as that sounds. 
If we shut out the one, true God, then that natural 
desire for God will simply turn its gaze on something 
else. This can be pleasures of various sorts, like hon-
or, or power, or sense. Sometimes, simple curiosity 
can lead a person to inquire about the occult. Other 

times, people are led there precisely by a desire to 
control or a desire for power.
The problem, of course, is that of our own nature we 
cannot manipulate spiritual powers to affect anything, 
yet that is what practitioners of the occult think they 
are doing. In reality, they are the ones being manipu-
lated, and the powers manipulating them are invari-
ably demonic. It makes sense that those who practice 
occultism are deceived. This is what Jesus says about 
Satan: “He was a murderer from the beginning, and 
has nothing to do with the truth, because there is no 
truth in him. When he lies, he speaks according to 
his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies” 
( Jn 8:44, RSV).
Besides the loss of faith in God in our time, there 
is an equally disturbing misunderstanding about the 
nature of evil and the devil. Some don’t believe that 
Satan exists, nor other demons. The truth is Satan 
exists. He and the other demons are in reality fallen 
angels, spiritual beings that refused to accept God’s 
reign. All the demons, Satan included, were created 
naturally good, and became evil by their own choos-
ing. They are at work in the world all the time, work-
ing out of their hatred for God and for us. Read “The 
Screwtape Letters” by C.S. Lewis to get a sense of 
what this looks like.
The curiosity of some gets piqued when the subject 
of demons comes up. This is also attributable to a 
misunderstanding of the nature of the demonic. It 
is nothing to be curious about. Demons use human-
ity’s curiosity to their own advantage, tempting men, 
women, and young people to try one little palm-read-
ing or one visit to a tarot card reader. “What harm 
could a Ouija board do?” This thought comes from 
we don’t know where. Then, we open ourselves to the 
influence of the evil spirit.
There is good reason that the Church warns against 
meddling in the occult. To do so disposes a person 
to the influence of Satan and other demonic powers, 
and Satan hates God and humankind. He seeks only 
to destroy us.
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Donations Received as of October 16 (Week 16)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 17 $225

St. Elizabeth’s 19 $310
St. Mary’s 8 $920
St. Theresa’s 54 $1,012

Total 98 $2,467

Outside Donations
Year to Date Received $45,857
Goal $43,077
Ahead/Behind Goal + $2,780

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

BUILDING FUND DONATIONS: 
St. Joseph’s: $30 
St. Mary’s: $40 
St. Theresa’s: $140

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure

Date Intention

10/22 SATURDAY
4pm No Mass

6pm No Mass

10/23 SUNDAY

9am No Mass

11am Bishop Knestout



birthdays & Anniversaries: 

parish news & events

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
21:  Logan Presley | 24: Fred Barker | 26: Ramon Motos, Glenn Harrison 

27: Mike McDonagh, Sierra Cochran | 29: Derek White, Toni Tester

ALL SAINTS DAY MASS: NOVEMBER 1 AT 10AM AT ST. THERESA’S

ALL SOULS DAY MASS: NOVEMBER 2 AT 10AM AT ST. THERESA’S

Signup sheets for All Souls prayer intentions are available this weekend at the parish picnic as well as next weekend 
at all Masses. Please call or email Lydia at the parish office if you have additional intentions or weren’t able to fill out 
a sheet on Sunday.

NEW YEAR’S RETREAT: REBUILDING YOUR TEMPLE

Begin the New Year with an answer to the question:  What does it really mean to be a temple of the Holy Spirit?  
Let Franciscan Friar, Fr. Peter Tremblay, lead you on a journey of discovery, beginning with God’s original temple 
plan in creation to the true temple food in the Eucharist. In addition to powerful preaching, there’ll be Mass, con-
fession, Matins, Vespers, and Adoration—plus time to simply reflect upon the New Year, enjoy the gas logs in our 
lounge, or explore the beautiful grounds of the Catholic Conference Center in Hickory, NC.  
Two nights, December 30–January 1. As a special treat, the retreat includes a New Year’s Eve banquet and tradi-
tional festivities. Last year was sold out, so register now at www.catholicconference.org/new-years. For more infor-
mation email info@catholicconference.org or call (828) 327-7441.
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North Tazewell, VA 24630

Phone: 276-979-8504
Email: pave4u@roadrunner.com

Amanda Hankins-Shrader – 276-701-5840
Scott Shrader – 276-970-3004

  www.DominionDriveway.com


