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On the 26th of July 2013, at 
Rio De Janeiro, Brazil some-
thing very phenomenal hap-

pened. It was during the World Youth 
Day celebration and the pope was 
on a tour of the city in a motorcade 
when a nine year old boy, Nathan De 
Brito, suddenly jumped both the hur-
dles and the papal security and made 
his way to the loving hands of Pope 
Francis. Clinging on to the Roman 
Pontiff with overwhelming tearful 
eyes, Nathan whispered into his ears 

“Your holiness I want to be a priest 
of Christ, a representative of Christ.” 
Still in that awe-stricken embrace, 
the pope now tearful also said to him 

“I am going to pray for you, but I ask 
you to pray for me.” Furthermore, the 
pope, still in tears, concluded by tell-
ing Nathan “As for today, your voca-
tion is set!”
The story of Zacchaeus and our 
Lord Jesus Christ has some ponder-
able semblances with the encoun-
ter between Pope Francis and nine 
year-old Nathan De Brito. Both 
Zacchaeus and Nathan faced an 
obstacle to their target and that is 
the crowd. Neither of them gave up 
as they used various methods to get 
to their respective targets and both of 
them succeeded. On the other hand, 
their respective targets appreciated 
their efforts: Zacchaeus was assured: 

“Today salvation has come to this 
house” and Nathan was told “As for 
today your vocation is set”.
We can appropriately name today 

“Zacchaeus Sunday”. This is largely 

because all the readings talk about 
divine orchestrated renewal and sal-
vation which are exemplified in the 
story of Zacchaeus’ encounter with 
our Lord Jesus Christ. To be thor-
ough in our reflection, it will be per-
tinent to examine the Gospel very 
closely.
The narration in the Gospel Read-
ing (Luke 19:1-10) tells us about 
the journey of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to Jerusalem; a journey that started 
from chapter 9. During this passage 
through Jericho with a great crowd 
following, a short, wealthy chief tax 
collector named Zacchaeus made an 
appearance. The name Zacchaeus is 
Hebrew by origin and means “clean” 
or “pure”. We are aware of the fact 
that names are of great importance 
in the Bible. Here the name points 
to his destiny, not what he was at the 
time. God is more interested in what 
He wants us to become, not what we 
are at the moment!
Zacchaeus must have heard so much 
about our Lord Jesus Christ who 
could at that time qualify as a celeb-
rity of a religious kind. The great 
crowd following him was enough to 
make headlines about him. He must 
also have heard that one of his col-
leagues, Levi by name (Matt.9:9-13), 
had left a lucrative business to join 
the revolutionary teacher. With all 
these, he came out to have a physical 
view of Jesus Christ; he was curious 
to see and access Jesus Christ with 
the privilege of his passing by his 
location, no longer basing on hearsay.

Zacchaeus’ desire was hindered by 
two things: his height and the crowd. 
Being a short man he was unable 
to have a comfortable view of Jesus 
Christ. Significantly, he was not 
discouraged as he ran ahead of the 
crowd to a Sycamore tree just on the 
way he imagined Jesus was going to 
pass. Sycamore trees are known to be 
squatty in shape, easy to climb and 
comfortable to sit on. Zacchaeus, by 
climbing the Sycamore tree, dropped 
his status and position, all in an 
effort to see Jesus Christ. What Zac-
chaeus did could be connected only 
with children and it was fitting as 
our Lord would say that we have to 
become like little children to inherit 
the kingdom of heaven.

When our Lord Jesus Christ came 
to the Sycamore tree, he did not 
pass. He stopped, looked up to where 
Zacchaeus was sitting and perhaps 
admired his unrelenting enthusiasm. 
With a passionate voice he said to 
him, “Zacchaeus, make haste come 
down; for I must stay at your house 
today.” We can only imagine what 
Zacchaeus felt at this point. He 
only wanted to catch a glimpse of 
our Lord Jesus Christ but here our 
Lord went in search of him and, not 
only did he find him, he also called 
him by name. He wanted to see 
Jesus Christ passing by but our Lord 
desired to dine and stay in his house. 
It is important to note that this is the 
only time that Jesus Christ invited 
himself to someone’s house. At this 
point the journey to Jerusalem was 

Climbing the tree of salvation
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put on hold because of Zacchaeus. 
Plans changed because someone 
needed to be renewed and saved.
Zacchaeus hurried down and took 
our Lord Jesus Christ to his house. 
There were “righteous people” he 
could have gone to tarry with: the 
chief priest, scribes, Pharisees, Sad-
ducees etc. But he chose the tax col-
lector. Notably, tax collectors were 
regarded as sinners because they 
extorted so much money from the 
people. Now as a chief tax collector, 
Zacchaeus qualified as a chief sinner.
There in the house of Zacchaeus, the 
loving presence of our Lord Jesus 
Christ together with his non-judg-
mental disposition did wonders. 
While people were showing dis-
satisfaction about our Lord Jesus 
Christ’s decision to stay with Zac-
chaeus, the later stood his ground 
and made a declaration that not only 
indicated his conversion but also the 
decision to remain converted. He 
said that he would divide his prop-
erties into two and give half to the 
poor and from the other half he will 
pay whoever he had defrauded four 
times what he took. By these decla-
rations Zacchaeus was renewed and 
he thus answered his name “clean” or 

“pure”. Based on his transformation 
our Lord declared, “Today salvation 
has come to this house for this man 
too is a son of Abraham and the Son 
of Man has come to seek and save 
the lost!”
By way of application we shall 
dwell more on three very important 
things in the entire story: the crowd, 
Zacchaeus’ height and the sycamore 
tree. If we go through the whole 
length of Luke’s Gospel we encoun-
ter the crowd as a character. Crowd 

shows an anonymous group without 
solid direction. In most places in the 
Gospel the crowd constituted a nui-
sance. The crowd could also stand 
for obstacle and confusion. The 
woman with the issue of blood had 
to contend with the crowd (Luke 
8:44), the blind beggar too had a 
rough time with the crowd when he 
was calling on Jesus Son of David 
to have pity on him (Luke 18:39). 
From the narrative we discover that 
the crowd was the wall separating 
Zacchaeus from Jesus Christ. Some-
times in our lives we encounter so 
many sets of crowd. They could be in 
the form of family issues, they could 
come from our businesses, and they 
could be in the form of friends, 
habits and the choices we make in 
life. Anything that stops you from a 
genuine goal is a crowd!
Next in line is Zacchaeus’ height. 
We are told that he was a short man. 
Perhaps he was indeed very short, 
and it was a hell of problem for him 
to see through the crowd. In fact it 
could be said that his height made 
it easy for the crowd to block him 
entirely. There is another way of 
seeing this shortness from the spir-
itual point of view. It could thus be 
said that Zacchaeus’ sinful activities 
as a tax collector made him to suffer 
spiritual dwarfism. The life of sin 
and disobedience to God brings us 
down to the extent that we become 
unable to see God very clearly and 
to be seen by him. In this situation 
one should not give up and say since 
I can’t see the case is closed. There is 
need to make effort. This brings us 
to the sycamore tree.
The sycamore tree is very important 

(Continued on next page)



in the entire story. In fact, without the sycamore tree the story would have ended with Zac-
chaeus getting frustrated and going back to his office. But the sycamore tree brought the 
story to a happy ending. The sycamore tree at the time of Jesus was a very important type 
of tree that served as shade, beautification and other things like what Zacchaeus used it to 
accomplish. It thus represents a place of succor, it could in this context be called a tree of 
faith, a tree of hope, a tree of divine assistance and a tree of salvation. With the sycamore 
tree Zacchaeus became taller to the extent that he could be recognized by our Lord Jesus 
Christ. In fact, the sycamore tree helped him to rise above the crowd as well as above all the 
obstacles on his way. The sycamore tree in some ways reflects the cross of Calvary. As a syc-
amore tree was the saving grace of Zacchaeus, the cross of Calvary determined our eternal 
salvation. Without the sycamore tree Zacchaeus could not have met our Lord.
Like Zacchaeus some of us have become dwarfs, short men and women, not physically but 
spiritually. Our spiritual dwarfism makes us incapable of seeing and encountering God 
in a personal way. Our spiritual dwarfism makes it possible for the crowd to suppress and 
oppress us, and an obstacle to block us. Are you still going to stay there? Why not start 
running to the sycamore tree from where you can see well and make that encounter with 
Jesus Christ. If Nathan De Brito had remained at the back of the crowd on that street in 
Rio De Janeiro, he would not have been able to express his desire to the Roman pontiff, he 
would not have received that passionate hug and the legendary oracle that his vocation is 
set. It is all about making use of the opportunity we have now, not tomorrow or in some 
other future time.
Just before we call it a day, it will be quite instructive to examine the attitude of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to the man publicly known as a sinner. Our Lord had earlier disclosed in the 
Gospel of Luke (5:32) that he did not come to call the righteous but sinners. He further-
more disclosed to all that there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner that repents 
than over ninety-nine others that are righteous and needless of repentance. For many of 
us today in our religious segregation, Zacchaeus does not merit the trouble of pausing the 
journey. Our Lord did not judge him, he rather saw in him an inner longing for God; a gap 
that needed God to be filled. If our Lord had ignored Zacchaeus his conversion would not 
have been affected. We still meet a lot of Zacchaeuses at various points in our lives; do we 
simply pass judgement on them and move on or do we stop and undertake a brief evangel-
ical touch. Notably, our Lord did not preach to Zacchaeus; only his loving and non-judg-
mental presence changed his life. You can become Jesus Christ to some Zacchaeus today!  
As you launch into a new week be aware of the fact that there may be crowd on your way 
but do not be discouraged. Rather than back off, run ahead of the crowd and be assured of 
divine provision in your mission as you will see a sycamore tree down the road. Drop your 
status, ranks and positions like Zacchaeus and do that climbing as that will be where the 
Lord will encounter you and have you renewed and rejuvenated. A trial will take you to 
the next level.
Have a wonderful week ahead.
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Louise Serreno*
Gerry Hankins 
Clarence Moore 
Lexi Cox 
Sarah Wall
Tammy Bennett 
Margaret Wasilewski 
Nic Ulate 
Elizabeth Gregory
Frannie & Rayburn Minton 
Sue Bailey 
Christian Lambert 
Shane Neal  
Tiffany Hladek 
Archbishop John Kwofie 
Carolyn Wade
Stacy Hall 
Pete Belcher 
Rick Hall 
Lucas Boyd 
Ralph Heldreth 
Elizabeth Managan 
Chris Jessie 
Leo Brown
Carolina Ferrare
Junior Aiken
Jeanne Hash 
Lara Marshall
Virginia Shumate
Carol & Jim Shumate
Doug Vance
Andrew Satmary
Lori Hale
Glenn Harrison

Chris Lester  
Donna Petro
Christian Marshall
Tina Rocchetti
Alice Godin
Randy Snyder
Andrew Bird
Bryan Gunter
Michael Beavers
Linda Smith
Natalie Dodge 
Roger Empson
Paris Swisher
Dreama Ritter
Christy Martin
Joe Petro
Joseph Magee
Marco Warner  
Chris Lambert
Alyssa Stout
Levi Shawver
Virginia Dy
Mary Muncy
Cindy Lambert
Jean St. Clair
Helen Petro
Clinard Coleman 
Joan Harrison
Joe & Yvonne Blevins 
Kyle Brown 
Tom Farrell  
Bobby Cole
Jeffrey Parkhurst
Fr. Dan Brady

Donations Received as of October 23 (Week 17)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 

St. Elizabeth’s $200
St. Mary’s $460
St. Theresa’s 89 $1,027

Total 89 $1,687

Outside Donations $1,383
Year to Date Received $47,564
Goal $45,769
Ahead/Behind Goal + $1,795

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

OUTSIDE DONATIONS—THANK YOU!
St. Michael’s, Glen Allen, VA: $1,383

ST. MARY’S BACKPACK PROGRAM: 
Clinch Valley Medical Center: $91

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure

Date Intention

10/29 SATURDAY
4pm Daniel Thomas Mullady U

6pm Shirley Hylton U

10/30 SUNDAY

9am Albert & Yolanda Monarchy U

11am Ruth Tullock U



birthdays & Anniversaries: 

parish news & events

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
3:  Madeline Santos | 4: Natalie Tester

NOVEMBER 1: All Saints Day Mass at 10am at St. Theresa’s
NOVEMBER 2: All Souls Day Mass at 10am at St. Theresa’s
NOVEMBER 4: Adoration with Rosary at 10am at St. Theresa’s, followed by Mass
Signup sheets for All Souls prayer intentions are still available this weekend at all Masses. Please call or email Lydia 
at the parish office if you have additional intentions or weren’t able to fill out a sheet over the weekend.

NEW YEAR’S RETREAT: REBUILDING YOUR TEMPLE

Begin the New Year with an answer to the question:  What does it really mean to be a temple of the Holy Spirit?  
Let Franciscan Friar, Fr. Peter Tremblay, lead you on a journey of discovery, beginning with God’s original temple 
plan in creation to the true temple food in the Eucharist. In addition to powerful preaching, there’ll be Mass, con-
fession, Matins, Vespers, and Adoration—plus time to simply reflect upon the New Year, enjoy the gas logs in our 
lounge, or explore the beautiful grounds of the Catholic Conference Center in Hickory, NC.  
Two nights, December 30–January 1. As a special treat, the retreat includes a New Year’s Eve banquet and tradi-
tional festivities. Last year was sold out, so register now at www.catholicconference.org/new-years. For more infor-
mation email info@catholicconference.org or call (828) 327-7441.



Dudley Memorial Mortuary 
Serving the community for over 60 years

729 Virginia Avenue
Bluefield, VA 24605
(276) 326-1141 | fax: (276) 326-2736 
dudleymemorial@outlook.com

Appalachian Family Care LLC
18765 Riverside Dr.
Vansant, VA 24656
Tel. (276) 935-2880
Fax (276) 935-2889
Located in Food City
Owner: Frannie Minton

BOWLING LANES
PRO SHOP - SNACK BAR - BILLIARDS

3224 CUMBERLAND ROAD
BLUEFIELD, WV 24701

CARL MARIOTTI, JR.                 304-325-7037
LORETTA HAMMOND

DOMINION DRIVEWAY
& PARKING LOT PAVING, INC.

• Paving
• Concrete
• Grading
• Landscaping
• Demolition
• Gravel
• Topsoil
• Patio Paver
• Retaining Walls

2927 Adria Road
North Tazewell, VA 24630

Phone: 276-979-8504
Email: pave4u@roadrunner.com

Amanda Hankins-Shrader – 276-701-5840
Scott Shrader – 276-970-3004

  www.DominionDriveway.com


