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There is an interesting 
story by Ernest Heming-
way with the title “The End 

of Something.” It tells the story of 
a very busy lumber town called 
Horton’s Bay. The town is always 
agog with activities from morning 
to evening as the timber mill site 
works non-stop. One fateful day, 
the owners of the factory decide 
to move all the machines and 
workers to a new location. Sud-
denly, the former busy landscape 
becomes ghostly and silent as all 
other activities come to a dead end. 
Consequently,  the town becomes 
deserted with no sign of the usual 
hustle and bustle.
 The story goes on to narrate how 
two young lovers come to the town 
but could not recognize it at all. 
Only litters of sawdust heaps are 
visible in the open ruin. As they 
sail through the side of the lake 
facing Horton’s Bay in a boat, they 
recall with pity how it used to be a 
famous destination where daytime 

and night seamlessly interweaved.  
Facing this ruination where noth-
ing seems to be alive, the young 
man pauses and tells the lady that 
he wishes to end their relationship 
because he can not find any fun in 
it anymore. The message comes as 
a big disaster for the lady who was 
already feeling sad about the end 
of Horton’s Bay. But here they go; 
the end of Horton’s Bay and the 
end of a relationship she cherishes. 
Finally, everything ends!

There is a familiar adage that says, 
“everything that has a beginning 
will have an end.” There is a time 
to come and a time to go says the 
preacher. There is a time to start 
and a time to end, whether we 
want it or not. We can, therefore, 
say that nothing is permanent. 
It is only in God that this logic 
becomes lame because there is no 
demarcation between the begin-
ning and the end in God. For this 
reason, the Book of Revelation 
(1:8; 22:13) tells us that He is the 
Alpha and the Omega, the Begin-
ning and the End. Furthermore, 
in the prophecy of Malachi (3:6), 
He says “I am the Lord; I do not 
change.” He is the same yesterday, 
today and forever( Heb.13:8).

Is this world going to end one 
day? The answer is yes. The end of 
time is one phenomenon that is 
unsettling for many people. Many 
people are so troubled by it that 
they become paranoid. Some time 
ago we examined a list of failed 
predictions about the end of the 

world, but we don’t want to bother 
ourselves with that today. The 
truth is that the world will end, but 
nobody knows exactly when that 
will happen. The world began from 
God and will end in God. Hence 
God is the real end just as He is 
the ideal beginning. We ought to 
focus on God because the world 
belongs to Him and He alone will 
determine its end.
The first reading today from the 
prophecy of Malachi (4:1-2a)  
gives us an intriguing picture of 
the end. We learn that the day will 
come blazing like an oven that will 
have double effects. On the one 
hand, it will be a total annihila-
tion for the proud and evildoers, 
and, on the other hand, it will be 
a glorious moment for those who 
fear the name of God. Upon them 
the sun of justice will shine with 
its rays of healing.
From this narrative, we under-
stand that there are two types 
of people: those who are proud 
and do evil and those who fear 
the name of God. Everyone will 
receive a reward by this distinc-
tion. God always shows His love 
and mercy to those who fear His 
name. Fearing the name of God 
is another way of saying that one 
obeys Him (Ex.1:17). On the 
other hand, God detests the proud 
and evildoers (Psalm 5:5)  because 
they do not obey Him.
 The Gospel Reading (Luke 21:5-
19) presents us with a more fearful 
description of the end of the world. 

Fr. Eric Anokye

The Real End of Everything
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Some people were profanely 
admiring the temple and all the 
beautiful accessories. They could 
have been so indulgent with the 
external elements of the temple 
that our Lord could no longer 
ignore their mundanity. He calls 
their mind to order and instructs 
them thus:
“All that you see here—the days 
will come when there will not be 
left a stone upon another stone 
that will not be thrown down.”

This statement is a silent way of 
saying that there will be an end to 
everything, including all the great 
and beautiful things of the world. 
The people expressed their amaze-
ment over what they considered 
impossible, that is, the destruction 
of the temple. They then wanted 
to know the signs that will precede 
the end. At this point, our Lord 
gives another important instruc-
tion about deception:
“See that you not be deceived, for 
many will come in my name, 
saying, ‘I am he,’ and ‘The time 
has come.’ Do not follow them! 
When you hear of wars and 
insurrections, do not be terrified; 
for such things must happen first, 
but it will not immediately be 
the end.”

In the next instruction, our Lord 
mentions that nations will rise 
against nation, kingdom against 
kingdom. There will also be 
earthquakes, famines, plagues 
and unusual sights from the sky. 

Furthermore, he mentions that all 
these will be preceded by persecu-
tions, betrayals, and even subjec-
tion to death. The final instruction 
that will make sense to us says:
“You will be hated by all because 
of my name, but not a hair on 
your head will be destroyed. By 
your perseverance, you will 
secure your lives.”

The fundamental truth from the 
First and Second Readings is that 
there will be an end of every-
thing, even the temple. Above 
that, there will be destruction and 
salvation of souls. Let us make 
a simple analysis of a classroom 
situation. A teacher says that she 
is going to set an examination 
which anyone who reads very well 
would pass. When one passes, the 
individual gets promotion to the 
next class, but anyone who fails 
repeats the class. In this situation 
what should be the concern of 
a typical student in that class—
reading well? The approaching 
examination? Failure or success? 
Most of us would agree that a 
serious student will be more con-
cerned about reading well which 
will take care of the approaching 
examination and ensure success. 
From the Christian life point 
of view, one could see that most 
people are worried about the end 
of the world instead of being con-
cerned about living good Chris-
tian lives.

(Continued on last page)



In praise of dispassion
By Brad Miner, thecatholicthing.org
Sometimes we say of people emerging from crises that 
the hard times brought out the best in them. But that’s 
not always true.
Let’s be honest: there are a lot of little people out 
there. I’m not speaking of the poor, the marginalized, 
or the diminutive in stature. I mean the moral midgets 
whose formerly quiet lives have lately been amplified 
to a deafening level by social—and other media plat-
forms. These are people emboldened by the scope of 
the Internet and the relative anonymity it affords.
Some of the best advice ever given is that one ought 
to think twice before speaking. But we seem to have 
lost a vital component necessary to think even once: 
restraint. We’re not restrained, because many believe 
that blurting out the first thing that pops into one’s 
head is a sign of “authenticity.” It’s not.
We really need to be more stoic. I’ll capitalize that 
word in a moment.
The Oxford English Dictionary defines “stoic” as a 
“person who practises repression of emotion, indiffer-
ence to pleasure and pain, and patient endurance in 
adversity.”
That’s actually in the capital-S “Stoic” entry, which 
begins, as it should, with mention of the Greek phil-
osophical school. That’s the Stoicism I’m thinking 
about, although I mean to connect it to Christianity. 
And why not? Saint Paul did.
Paul went to Athens where he got into many debates, 
which was easy, as Acts 17 tells us, because “all the 
Athenians and the foreigners who lived there spent 
their time in nothing except telling or hearing some-
thing new.”
That may sound like our current cultural moment, 
except that the Greeks actually listened to one another 
and did so temperately.
At the Areopagus, Paul gave his famous sermon based 
upon an inscription he’d seen about the Agnostos Theos 
or unknown god, the thirteenth deity of the Greek 
pantheon.

The assumed background of Paul’s engagement with 
the Greeks was his knowledge of Greco-Roman phi-
losophy, in general, and Stoicism, in particular. “Epicu-
rean and Stoic philosophers” were among those gath-
ered to hear him.
Paul knew the Hebrew Scriptures, the tenets of Sto-
icism, and the teachings of Jesus (the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life). His intention in preaching was not so 
much to dissuade the Stoics from their philosophy as 
to convert them to the one, true faith. Stoicism was 
very much the fertile ground our Lord spoke of, and 
Paul was planting seeds therein.
The first principle of Stoicism is that there are things 
in this world that are within our power (to change or 
accomplish) and things not in our power. And those 
latter things ought to be a matter of indifference to us: 
neglegentia diligens (studied negligence). It was part 
and parcel with apatheia, which did not mean “apathy” 
as we understand the word today.
I think of it as a kind of elegant fatalism. Of course, I 
know we’re supposed to “care” about everything and to 
“fight” to make the world a better place. And we can 
do that after a fashion, but—as in the OED’s defini-
tion of Stoicism—we need to have “patient endurance 
in adversity.” Call it dispassion.
To be blunt: In the last four years, I’ve watched as 
people I admire tied themselves in knots, practically 
to the point of misery, over the transit of civil life. I’m 
referring to “liberals” and “conservatives” alike.
Thirty years ago, while working as a consultant for a 
major New York publisher, I wanted the company to 
take on a book by C. John Sommerville called How 
the News Makes Us Dumb, but the title alone was suf-
ficient to scandalize the bluestockings who were my 
colleagues. It was published elsewhere. Its marvelous 
subtitle is The Death of Wisdom in an Information 
Society.
Prof. Sommerville’s points are these:

News schedules turn politics into a perpetual cam-
paign. News packaging influences the timing, content 



and perception of government initiatives. News fren-
zies make a superstition out of scientific and medical 
research. News polls and statistics create opinion as 
much as they gauge it. Lost in the tidal wave of infor-
mation is our ability to discern truly significant news 
—and our ability to recognize and participate in true 
community.

To that, I will add that the news also makes us stressed 
and angry. And when I say “us” I mean tens-of-millions 
of Americans, lately battered by Covid and life’s usual 
problems—all have fallen into the rapids of rage that 
have swept up our politics.
Our Lord was not a Stoic: He made the Stoics. No 
doubt Paul caught the Greek and Roman Stoics’ atten-
tion by quoting Christ: “So do not worry about tomor-
row, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s 
trouble is enough for today.” (Matthew 6:24)
No one is saved by the blood of Zeno, Epictetus, Marcus 
Aurelius, Seneca, or Cicero. But the restraint and dis-
passion inherent in their philosophy was a precursor to 
Paul’s effective evangelism in Athens and Rome.
If you want a good example of dispassion and restraint, 
consider our Lord’s Passion—of Him standing before 
Pilate, to whom he gave “no answer, not even to a 
single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.” 
(Matthew 27:14)
“Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No,’” He said, “any-
thing more than this comes from the evil one.” (Mat-
thew 5:37)
Or as Paul wrote to the Ephesians (4:26-27): “Be angry 
but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your 
anger and give no opportunity to the devil.”
So, if it seems that many have slipped into a kind of 
neo-paganism, don’t despair. The faith of Christ began 
with twelve men and today claims 2.4 billion. Not all 
who claim to follow Christ really do, but He warned 
us about that.
Take no thought for tomorrow. In proclaiming Christ’s 
love, we are saying His victory has already been won:
I have said this to you, that in me you may have peace. 
In the world you have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I 
have overcome the world. ( John 16:33)

Glutony (just in time for Thanksgiving) 
by Fr. Francis Hoffman, simplycatholic.org
How does gluttony work? Gluttony is the vice that 
leads us to eat and drink more than we need and 
more than we ought. It is a very easy vice to fall into 
if we are not mortified and become accustomed to 
satisfying our cravings.
The sense of taste is just one sense that needs to 
be mortified. If we give our body all that it wants, 
it takes over and suffocates our soul, easily leading 
toward that downward path of sin and degradation. 
Instead of living as children of God, we wind up 
living like animals.
Pleasure is not wrong. But always in moderation. 
Remember what St. Paul wrote to the Romans: “Let 
us then throw off the works of darkness [and] put 
on the armor of light; let us conduct ourselves prop-
erly as in the day, not in orgies and drunkenness, not 
in promiscuity and licentiousness, not in rivalry and 
jealousy” (13:12-13).
Yes, you can sin—more or less deliberately—if you 
eat too much during the holidays. But you can also 
sin against charity if you do not eat your mother-
in-law’s pumpkin pie on Thanksgiving. Rather, pace 
yourself, and then express your appreciation for the 
hard work and care that others have spent to make 
life pleasant for you at Christmastime.
I think the only time gluttony becomes a mortal 
sin is if you eat so much you become ill, or if you 
wear down your health over time, or you drink so 
much that you cannot find your way back home. St. 
Thomas Aquinas points out in the Summa Theolog-
ica that “drunkenness by it’s nature is a mortal sin” 
(Q. 150, Article 2), but the sin admits for parvity of 
matter, which means if you are a little tipsy, that is 
not a mortal sin, but if you cannot stand up and are 
out of control, then that’s a mortal sin.
But pay attention here! If you are only concerned 
about avoiding mortal sin, you are skating on thin 
ice! We need to avoid even deliberate venial sin, be-
cause venial sin easily accepted inevitably leads to 
mortal sin. So we have to keep the battle far from 
the walls of the main fortress.
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Donations Received as of November 6 (Week 19)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 14 $371

St. Elizabeth’s 19 $965
St. Mary’s 14 $1,420
St. Theresa’s 52 $2,035

Total 99 $4,791

Outside Donations $604
Year to Date Received $54,891
Goal $51,153
Ahead/Behind Goal + $3,738

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

OUTSIDE DONATIONS —THANK YOU!

St. Francis, Staunton, VA: $454 
Hampton, VA donor: $150
BUILDING FUND
St. Mary’s: $200
OTHER DONATIONS: 
All Souls: $190

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure

Date Intention

11/12 SATURDAY
4pm Edward Vance U

6pm Billy Hylton U

11/13 SUNDAY

9am Bishop Knestout

11am Sandy Johnson U by Carolina



birthdays & anniversaries: 

parish news & events

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
13:  Fr. Felix Amofa | 19: Bob Buchanan, Lou Pierallini, Colette Trujillo

ANNIVERSARIES
17: Brad & Pam Belcher

OFFICE CLOSED!

The parish office is closed on Wednesday, November 16 for a deanery meeting.
THANKS FOR GIVING!

The Tazewell Ministerial Association is having their “Thanks-for-Giving” service at Main Street United Methodist 
Church on Sunday, November 20 at 6pm with light refreshments to follow. Fr Eric will be participating in the ser-
vice. If you can’t attend, you still have an opportunity to help.  Make checks payable to the Tazewell Ministerial Asso-
ciation and we will forward your gift. Please remember, the Ministerial Association is the resource to help struggling 
families in Tazewell and Richlands. Your generous contributions directly go to help Tazewell Co. families in need.

NEW YEAR’S RETREAT: REBUILDING YOUR TEMPLE

Begin the New Year with an answer to the question:  What does it really mean to be a temple of the Holy Spirit?  
Let Franciscan Friar, Fr. Peter Tremblay, lead you on a journey of discovery, beginning with God’s original temple 
plan in creation to the true temple food in the Eucharist. In addition to powerful preaching, there’ll be Mass, con-
fession, Matins, Vespers, and Adoration—plus time to simply reflect upon the New Year, enjoy the gas logs in our 
lounge, or explore the beautiful grounds of the Catholic Conference Center in Hickory, NC.  
Two nights, December 30–January 1. As a special treat, the retreat includes a New Year’s Eve banquet and tradi-
tional festivities. Last year was sold out, so register now at www.catholicconference.org/new-years. For more infor-
mation email info@catholicconference.org or call (828) 327-7441.
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(Pastor’s Notes, cont.)

The above explains the instruction St. Paul gave 
the Thessalonians today in the Second Reading (2 
Thess.3:7-12) about those who conduct their lives 
idly in a disorderly way. Only those who live disor-
derly lives are afraid of the end because they do not 
have good works to show. Those who live improper 
lives are scared of the destruction that will follow the 
end of time.
The liturgy of today is not meant to make us fear-
ful about the end which will come at God’s own 
time. It is rather an invitation to us to continue to 
live good lives and bear good fruits. It is an invita-
tion to us to persevere no matter the situation that 
may be confronting us. It is an invitation to us to 
know that everything will end but something will 
remain; namely our souls. It is an invitation for us 
to be like the good student who is more concerned 
about reading well than the fear of the approaching 
examinations.

It will be pertinent to mention that there are many 
people in our world today who are making a claim:  

“I am he!” just as our Lord Jesus Christ warned in 
the Gospel Reading today. It is also very pertinent 
to note that they are deceiving many people.  “I am 
he” does not just mean they would answer the name 
Jesus Christ; it also means that they would assume 
the position of the Savior by making people believe 
that they can do all things; give all solutions to all 
problems.
As we gradually move to the end of another litur-
gical year, let us ask God to give us the grace to be 
more concerned about living good lives and produc-
ing more deserving fruits than looking for signs and 
wonders, especially about the end. The real end of 
everything is in God, and if we remain in Him we 
shall be saved!

Have a great Sunday and a successful week ahead.


